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(Muhammadan ) . ] 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General),] 

T 

Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Mutmmmadaa).] 
fapuriah. Rai Bahadur Mooogtu Lall. (Marwari Asaociation.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBFJIS. 

Tbakur« Mr. Proraatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Tofel Aimed Choudhury, Manivi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham 
madan).] 


W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 
Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 
Yusuf Mirza. [24-ParganaB Central (Muhammadan).] 
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THE BENGAL LEQSLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(OIMal Rt^ tht Eifbili tatton.) 

Vtlumt LVit— No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thx Arsemhlv met in the Aasemhly Hou»e, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 22ud July, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Prsesnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizvl Hauxtb, r.i.E.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon'ble Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Staff of the Colleotorate of Midnapore district and of its suMivisiont. 

^42. Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Ke venue Department 1h* pleastHl to state — 

(fl) the nmnlxM* of clerical jwtstH now under the Midnapore Collec- 
torate in eacli HulnliviMion of the Midnapore district, de[>art- 
ment by dejiaitment ; 

{b) the number of their incumbents l>elonging to each district of 
, Bengal ; 

(c) the number of poets falling vocunt, year bj' year, under the 

same CoUectorale sint*e the year 1930-31 ; and 

(d) the number of poets hlled up by the inhabitants of the Midna^ 

pore district, year by year, since 1930-31? 

MINISTER hi ohorgo of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlio 

HmiINo Sir Bi|oy Pmsad Singh Ro^: Vide Statements I to III laid on 
ikt table 
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QUESTIONS. 


[22jn} 

Statement I referred to in the reply to suh-clause {i) of ifnrred question 
No. 42^ regarding number of clerical posts in the District and Sul^ 
divisional Offices under the Midnapore CoUeclorate. 

• 

Midnapore Sadar — District Office ... 133 

Details — 


Office Superintendent 

1 

Confidential Assistant 

1 

English Office, including forms 

... 21 

Land Registration 

3 

Certificate 

4 

Land Acquisition 

1 

Tauzi 

... 14 

Record Room and Comparing 

... 14 

Nezarat 

G 

Landlord Fee 

2 

Ehas Mahal 

3 

Wards 

1 

Embankment 

3 

Fauzdari 

... 16 

Treasury 

4 

Accounts 

... 16 

Excise 

7 

Revenue Munshikhana 

4 

Leave Reserve 

... 12 


133 
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Jhargnm subdivision ... ... 3 

D€iaiU — 

Head Clerk and Sub-Treasurer ... ... I 

Correspondence, Revenue Cases, Certificate 
and Khas Mahal ... ... 1 

Election and Rural Development Depart- 
ment and Accountant ... ... 1 

Nazir ... ... 1 

Bench Clerks ... ... 2 

Typist Despatcber ... ... 1 

Leave Reserve ... ... 1 


8 


Contai subdivision ... 64 

De tails — 

Head Clerk . . ... 1 

Sub-Treasurer ... ... I 

Correspondence, Revenue cases ami Land 

Acquisition ... ... 2 

Election and Rural Development ... 1 

Accountants ... ... 3 

Nazir ... ... 1 

Assistant Nazirs ... ... 3 

Chowkidary Clerk ... ... 1 

Certificate ... ... 4 

Bench Clerks and General Assistants ... 3 

Records and Comparing ... ... 1 

Typist and Despatcher ... ... 1 

Khas Mahal (including 3 sub-offices) *... 23 
Leave Reserve ... ... 4 

Mutation Clerks of Khas Mahal Depart- 
ment ... ... 5 


54 



« QTTfeSTIONS. [22in) Hilt, 

Ghatal subdivision ... 9 

Details — 

Head Clerk and Sub-Treasurer ... 1 

Correspondence, Revenue cases, Certificate, 

Land Acquisition and Klias Mabal ... 1 

Election, Rural Development Cbowkidary ... I 

Accountant ... ... 1 

Nazir ... ... 1 

Bench Clerks ... ... 2 

Typist Despatcher ... ... I 

Leave Reserve ... ... 1 


9 


Tamluk subdivision ... 21 

Details — 

Head Clerk ... ... 1 

Sub-Treasurer ... ... 1 

Correspoudetice ... ... 2 

b]lectiou and Rural Development ... 1 

Accountants ... ... 2J 

... ... 1 

Assistant Nazirs ... ... 2 

Chowkidary Clerk ... ... ^ 

Certificate ... ... 2 

ReveJiues cases, liand Acquisition, and 

Khas Mahal ... ... 1 

Bench Clerks find General Assistants ... 3 

Records and Comparing ... ... 1 

Typist and Despatcher ... ... 1 

Leave Reserve ... ... 2 


21 
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*^tatefnsnt II referred io in the reply to sub^clause (ii) of ttarred question 
No* 42, regarding number of incumbents in District and Subdivi* 
siorud offices of Midnapore, belonging to each district of Bengal. 


Sadar District Office — Midnapore ... 133 

Midnapore ... 109 

Dacca ... 5 

Burdwaa ... ] 

Alipore (24-Pargana8) ... 6 

Bankura ... 8 

Howrah ... 1 

Mursbidnbad ... 1 

Nadia ... 1 

Ilooghly ... 2 

133 


Contai subdivision 
Mi(lnu|x)re 
Balasore 
Howrah 
Jessore 
Pabna 
Bari sal 
Ilooghly 
Bankura 
Faridpur 
Birbhum 


64 


42 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 


54 


. Ghatal subdimsion 
Midnapore 
Dacca 


9 

8 

1 


9 
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Jhargram subdivision 
Midnapore 
Burdwan 
Howrah 
Birbhum 
Bajshnhi 
Pabna 


[22}a> Jri.Y, 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 


Taviluk subdivision 


21 


Midnniwre 


21 


Stdiemeni III referred to in the reply to suh-chuises (Hi) and (iv) of 
starred question No, 42 f regarding number of posts falling vacant in 
Midnapore Collcctoralc and filled up by incumbents of Midnapore 
district, year by year, since J930-31, 


Year. 

Number of 
posts falliog 
vacant. 

Number of 
posts filled up 
by incumbents 
of the Midna- 
pore district. 

1930-31 

5 

4 

1931-32 

... 2 

2 

1932-33 

... 9 

7 

1933-31 

5 

5 

1934-33 

... 17 

13 * 

1935-36 

... 14 

9 

1936-37 

... 3 

2 

1937-38 

... 7 

6 

1938-39 

... 24 

14 

1939-40 

... 10 

6 

1940-41 (up to date) 
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Flood regulator at Lakra on tho Damodar» Burdwan. 

*43. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: ia) Is the Hoii'ble Minister 
in charge of the Conimunication.s and Works I>e|>artinent aware — 

(t) that the sluice gate at Lnkni hrenchcs on the right side of the 
Daniodar river in Bunlwan is low; 

(if) that water even in low fl(K>d flows over the gate and enters the 

, field ; 

{ill) that the einhnnkiiients on both sides td the gate are not fortified 
and high ; and 

(ir) that some iwrt of this bund has been broken? 

(/v) If the answer to (u) is in the aftirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

(t) replacing the sluice gate by an embankment ; and 

{it) excavating the stagnant < hannel in the wuter-loggtul area for 
carrying (uit water from the breaches at Kumir Kola and 
Bibir Bagan? 

MINISTER in chargo of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Maharaja Srisohandra Nandy, of Coesim- 
bazar): (a) (i) The regulator at Lakra is intended to regulate floods 
which are not higher tlian the level of the natural bank. 

(tV) According to luy information, tho answ’er is in tho negative. 

(ill) They arc ns high as are considered uec’essary to meet the needs 
of the locality. 

(ir) The dam on the river side in front (»f the Lakni regulator has 
been cut, as the construcliaii of the regulator has l>een completiHl. 

{h) Does not arise. 

Gumti embankment In Tippert distriot. 

*44. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (n ) Will the Uon’ble Minister in 
charge of (he Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department bo 
pleaseci to state — 

(i) whether any survey ha.s been . undertaken this year to avoid 
breach of Gumti embankment in the district of Tippera; and 

(ft) whether any schemes have been taken up for controlling the 
flood water of the said river? 

(6) y the answer to (a) (ii) is in the afiBnnative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the scheme? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any funds 
will be provided for any schemes in respect of the said river in 
the coming budget? 

The Hoii’bfe Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coseiml^r: 

(a) and (6) The honourable member may recall that it was agreed at 
a conference at which he was present in December last that the ideal 
solution of the problem was to abandon the embankment altogether 
with the possible exception of a small portion near Comilla. It was 
also agreed that before this solution was adopted a survey should be 
undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the extent of, and the 
possibility of minimising, any consequent damage. The first part of 
the surv'ey, namely, the observation of flood levels in the river, has 
been taken up; and I hope that in the cold weather a contour line of 
levels will be run over the country now protected by the embankment. 
No other scheme has l)€en taken up. 

(c) I am not able to anticiimte the presentation of the budget 
statement. 

Measures against annual breaches in Cumti embankment in Tippera 

district. 

•45. Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state what stei)s, if any, have been or are projx>sed to he 
taken in onh'r to prevent the annual hreardios in the Gumii embank- 
ment; in the district of Tippera? 

(b) Is it n fact that the Government contemplate the removal of 
the two sidcvs of the embankment beyond the town of Comilla in order 
to avert flood and consequent destruction of crops and huts? 

(c) Is it a fact that in a conference held in December, 1939, with 
some members of this Douse and the Siqierintending Engineer the 
removal of north sides of emlxinkments beyond the town of Comilla 
was considered to he the best possible solution for averting the flood? 

(d) If tTie answers to clauses (h) and (c) are in the affirmat^ive, 
will the the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Gov- 
ernment have taken since then in the matter? 

The H^bit Maharaja SRISOHANDRA NANDY, of Cooaimbaiari 

Attention is invited to the answer which I have given to starred question 
No. 44 by Mr. Maqbul Hossain. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us when the first part of the survey, namely, the 
observation of the flood levels in the river, has been taken upP 
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Tht HoiAlt Malmndt 8RI8CHANORA HANDY, OMtimlMnri 

I think just a few months back. I am sorrj' I cannot give the exact 
date, but I remember this much that a s|)ecial allotment had to be 
made^ after the Budget was passed. 


Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH OATTAl Will the Hon ble Minister be 
, pleased to tell us whether posts have Iwen set up for the observation 
of flood levels in the river everywhere? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimliaxars 

TCo, Sir; there are only a few places where gauge reu<ling posts have 
been set up. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I take it that for the 
observation of the flood levels an extensive survey is necessary? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Cottimbazar; 

No. For a survey of the nature we l»ave undertaken, levels have to 
be taken in a number of places. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Is it a fn^t that it was settled 
in the Gi>nference that the embankineuts (»n both sides of the river 
would be demolished? 

The HonTile Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar i 

I think that was the idea. Excepting a small portion just near the 
Comilla town, the embankments would be demolished. 


Um Of the Cumti embankment m a pubtio thoroughfare. 

*46. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs (a) U the lion ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
awave — - 

t 

(/) that the Giiinti embankment is a public thoroughfare in the 
town of Comilla; 

(if) that the residents of Comilla have been suffering on account 
. of iron posts being driven into the embankments ; 

(m) that it has obstructed the wheeled traffic; and 

(tr) that the municipality of Comilla has petitioned to the Govern- 
• ment for permission to metal the Qumti embankment which 
passes through the town of Camilla? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleatfed to state — * 

(/) when the i>etition was made; and 

(ii) what action, if any, has been taken on the petition? 

The Hoii’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazars 

(a) (/) to (Hi) Oovernment do not object to the use of the embankment 
by such traffic as is not likely to affect it injuriously. Wheeled traffic 
might damage the crest and iron posts have been driven in to prevent 
such traffic. 

(iv) Yes. 

(h) The proposal was received by Government in December last and 
i.s now under examination. The flood level of the river is rising and 
it is necessary to consider the desirability of raising the embankment 
before the crest is metalled. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the lion ble Minister aware 
of the fact that iron posts were only driven in two years ago and before 
the iron posts were driven in, carls and carriages were allowed to pass 
over the embankment? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It may be so. I cannot say exactly when these iron posts were placed 
there, but they were there for a number of years. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the IIou ble Minister 
be pleased lo state whether pending the metalling of the embankment 
wheeled traffic would be allowed to go over the embankment? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No, Sir, as it was not possible to control the traffic there. Although 
these ])osts were placed there to stop all wheeled traffic but the real 
objection was with regard to heavy carriages and carts passing over 
the embankment may result in damaging the crest which is to l>e 
maintained by the Irrigation Department. ^ 

Want of miting ahodi at Suri R^stration Offloa. 

*«7. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERiil! (a) 1. the Hon’bk 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware — 

(i) that at Suri, Birbhum, there are no waiting sheds for the parties 
excepting the verandah of the office; and 

(tt) that paiiies, especially ladies, suffer from the sun* and the 
rains? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jJeased to state whether the Government contemplate the 
erection of a shed at an early date P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a) (i) Yes, but the wide verandah 
affords reasonable accommodation. 

(i{) No comidaint has l>een received. 

* fh) This will be looked into. 

Moequito curtains for prisoners. 

•4S. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in ebarpe of the Home Department be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, the Government have taken for providing prisoners with 
mo8(iuito curtains in jails? 

ih) Arc the undertrial pri^Jiicrs allowed to use mostpiito curtains 
provided at their own cost ? 

(r) If not, what are the reasons? 

(J) Are the convicted prisoners allowed to provide themselves with 
their own mosquito curtains? 

{e) What Ktej>s, if any, have the G(»vernment taken for prevention 
of mos(|uito nuisance in the jails last year? 

(/) What was the cost involved therefor? 

if;) Have any steps been taken for providin^^ prisoners with oil for 
wa.shing purposes? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bte 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (</; The honourable member is 
referred to the piovisions of rules KKil and Ihuignl Jail 

Code, a i*oj)y ot whieh is in the Lilirury. 

(fi) and if/) Yes. 

(c) Does' not arise. 

^e) and (/) Government have sujqdied one hedsheet to eacli prisoner 
at a cost of T{s.8,7ri0 per annum. 

. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to tell us what is the cost of one bed-sheet which hag been 
supplied lo each prisoner? 

Tho HonHilo Khuraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know what 
is the price of each hed-sheet. hut the total cost comes up to Ks. 8,760. 
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Mr, lURENDRA NATH BI8WA8S Will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of prisoners to whom the bed-sheets 
have been supplied? 


The Hon’bi« Khwija 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: All the prisoners. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: How many prisoners are 
there ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering^ the fact that for Re. 1 a mosquito curtain can be purchased? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 
Besides, there are otlier objections to mosquito curtains. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: 

— (?T ^ 3n?ff?[ fesr (Tm frr a m 

(?Tn:^ fV ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not for sleeping 
on the bed-sheet, but it is for covering bim and thereby giving him 
some protection from mosquito bites. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
tell us what are the “other" objections to the i^e of mosquito curtains? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already replied that 
there are objections to the use of mosquito curtains and he has quoted 
the rules in the Bengal Jail Code. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We have seen that answer, 
Sir, but as he has said that there are other objections to the use of 
mosquito curtains, will he kindly enlighten us as to what those “other” 
objections are? , 

Thf Hon’bl« Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, these questions have 
been discussed more than once and carefully considered and on the 
Imsis of that consideration these rules in the Jail Code have been framed’ 
Recent discussions have also led Government to the conclusion that 
it is not advisable to supply mosquito curtains. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAl Sir, I want an ansigsr to mjr 
question as to what those other objections are. 
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Wr, SPEAKER I It is said **GoTemme&t have come to this ooziclu* 
sion.” 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEEs Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state *if one of the objections to a prisoner beingr supplied with a 
mosquito net is tliat he might commit suicide by means of that mosquito 
curtain P 

The Hon’ble Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Well, it may be one 

of* ikte reasons. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether it is not possible for prisoners to commit suicide, if they 
are so minded, with the help of the bed-sheets supplied to themP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, it is a matter of opinion. 

Attampt to rouM diaoonttnt omoiig omployoot of tho OrlonUI 
Cm Works. 

•40. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in chaige of the Home Department be plea.sed to state — 

(i) what was the nature of the information which convinced the 
Police Commissioner that I was ‘‘endeavouring to rouse dis- 
content among the employees of the Oriental Gas Works so 
that they may he induced to declare a strike'* as stated in 
Police Commi.HHioner’s memorandum No. S.W. 82G/40, of 
the 18th April, IJMO, addressed to me; and 
(u) whether the information above referred to w'as gathered from — 

(1) my speeches delivered to the emplo 3 'ees of the Oriental 
Gas Works; or 

(2) any pamphlet or leaflet issued by me; or 

(3) an 3 ’ statement publLshed by me in any Press P 

(J) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased — • 

(i) to state the exact date and place of delivering that speech; 

• (ii) to place on the table a copy of that pamphlet or leaflet; and 
{Hi) to .mention the paper in which that statement was published P 

(c) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state from what other source the information was 
obtained? 
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The Hon’Me Kfnvaja tir NAZIMUDDIN: It is regretted that the 

information cannot be given in the public interest. ^ 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether it is a fact that by reason of such unlimited powers 
given to the Police Commissioner for which no explanation can be 
given to this House, the legitimate activities of the Labour members 
in their (constituencies are bound to suffer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, once I take u]) the 
plea that the information cannot be given I cannot give any answer 
to that question. 


CiHtivaliefi of betel in Bengal. 

•58. Mr, PATIRAM ROY: (o) With reference to the reply given 
to clauses (b) and (c) of starred question Xo. 297 on the 8th April, 19-10, 
will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agricultuie and Industries 
Depurtinent be pleased to state — 

(i) what suitable means have l)een found out to control and provent 
the alarming disease of the betel; 

(tt) when and where the preventive meusurets have been adopted; 
(m) how far the Guveniment have achieved success by the preventive 
measures; ‘and 

(ir) what the Government are doing to alleviate the disease at 
present? 

(b) Has it been found through their exj)erts that steps taken by 
Government for the prevention and contml of the disease have been 
adequate ? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government propose taking immedi- 
ately for tackling the situation? 

((/) Is the Hon’ble Minister awaie that a large number of people of 
Bengal have been affected? 

M1NI8TER in cbtrgn of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'bio Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a) (t) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

{it) Preventive measures were adopted during the years 1930-39. A 
statement is laid on the table. 

(Hi) Very encouraging results have been obtained, whenever the 
spraying mentioned in the statement in reply to (a) (i) has been done. 
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(t®) Spraying demonstratioos are given for the control of the 
diseases^ whenever any i*ei>ort of such diseases is received iimn a parti- 
c^ar locality. 

(h) The remedies found out bv the experts for the control of the 
diseases are quite effective. It remains now for the cultivator to adopt 
the means recommended by the department. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (?) of starred question 

No. 60. 

The diseases responsible for tu)nsiderable <!umage to betelviiio ore 
two, i.e., Phytophthora and Rhizoctonio. 

Phytophthora attacks the plants above the soil si)ecially during the 
rainy scsjson and cun W controlled by spniying the plants trailing on 
the soil, and up to a height of two fet»t with Bordeaux mixture, once 
a month from the month of .Tune till November. Bordeaux mixture 
is |>rei)are<l by dissolving .‘12 tolas of copjrer sulphate and 32 tolas of 
stone lime in 1 maund of water. 

Rhizoctonia attacks the roots of the plants during the dry months 
of winter. This can be checked by watering the plants with a solution 
of kerol (one part of kerol to six hundred parts of water) every fifteen 
days. The treatment is to l>e started fr<mi middle of Noveml>er and 
continued till April. Kerol is a patent soil sterilizer, obtainable fiom 
Messrs. Wilkinson Heywood and Clark and Sons, 2, Clive Itow, 
Calcutta. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (ii) of starred question 

No. 60. 

Year and locality whrre spraying demonstration was done in 
Pan borojes. 

1930 ^ 1 . 

Cox’s Basar, Khulna, Jessore, Narsingdi, Munshiganj and Madari- 
pur subdiyisions. 

1932 - 33 . 

Beikas (district Dacca). 



vujsoxiuaa^ 

1936-36. 


‘.{ 221 ^ 


moca, Paridpur, Madaripur, BakarganJ. Mymenniigii, ilpper*, 
Chittagong, 24-1 arganas, Hooghly, Howrah, Jessore and Khulna. 

1936-37. 

CiVcZa.-Dacca (Rainpal and Panchaaar), Mywnaingh 
(Hwarganj), Com.lla (Kalikatehha), Farid, nir (Badar^ur ^^ih- 
mankanda). and Bariaal (Pinglakati, Khanjapur and Bhurghata) 
The demonstration was also done in 43 centres of Chittagong district 

(Madrihat, Baruipur), Khulna 

SS ’t f Panchgbara)! 

Howrah (Ichapur), Jessore (Rajghat, Ghonja and Gadgachi), and 
Burdwon (Saktikrishi Khetra). 


Xl7U I -OO. 


Muliara (Bankura), and Amta (Howrah;. 

1938-39. 

Heoessaiy advice regarding the treatment of Pan horoje, was given 
to the following parties: — ' ^ 

President, Kanchannagar Union Board, Fatikcherv (Chittagong) 
M. M. Das, Esq., P. 0. Angaria, Faridpur, Amrita Lai Mandal,’ 
24-largnuatq Raja Brothers Estate, Bhagyakul, Dacca, Manager 
Baruipara Co-operative Society. 

Practical demonstration was given to the following parties:— 

Secretary Barujibi Shangha, Khulna, Babu Jagadish Chandra 

Das, 1 . 0. Rajghat, Jessore. President, Domjur Union Board, 
Ilowrah. ’ 

1930-40. 

Necessary- advice regarding the treatment of Pan horoje, was given 
to the following parties: ' ^ 

Babu Sachindra Nath Boy, Manikdah, Faridpur, SachindrT Nath 
Maiti, Slidnaimr, Dr. Saileswar Das, Memlier, Domjur Union 
Board, Howrah, President and Secretary, Khulna Barujibi 
A.ssociation, Babu Hirendra Nath Bhowal, Vikrampur.XMMtf" 
and Co., Ltd.. Dacca, Babu 

Das, Mum Kata, Midnapur. ~ ^ s* 

Practical demonstration was given at the follomng places:— 

Senhati, Fomajkhana, Maheswarpasa, Atra, Diara and Ch«nd«m ‘- 
mahal in Khulna district, Amta (Howrah^. " 
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KiiiifM organltatiqfit in tMgil. 


If 


« NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will tbe Hon’bi« 

Mioister in charge of the Hom%*( Political) Depart ment lie pleased to 
ita4*7- 


(*} the Kishaii orpinisations in the Province have lieen 

^^clared illegal and unlawful by the Goverjuneut ; and 
(ii) whether the ohjeit and purpose of the Bengal Kishan Sabha 
have been declared by the Government to be illegal and 
unlawful ? 


(hy If the answer to (a) is in the negative^ will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons w’hy the Kishans, who attended the 
meetings organised under instructions from the District Magistrate of 
Dinajpur at Oareya, Bochaganj and Ijahirihat, were threatened by the 
said officer that they would be punished if they took part in Kishan 
Samitis and Kishan movement? 

{(') Did the Government issue any instructions to the District 
Magistrate alx)ut Kishan movement in the district of Dinajpur? 

(</) Is it a fact — 

(i) that by the order of the District Magistrate the four Kisbans 
who attended the meeting organised at Lahirihat were 
arrested ; and 

(li) that (hey were rtdeased on bail of Hr. 10,0(K> each with two 
sureties of Hs.r),(MK) each? 

(e) If the answer to {d) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the offence for which they were arrested? 


Tht Hon'btf Khwa|a Sir NAZiMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) The Kisbans wlio attended the meetings in (|uestion were not 
threatened with punishment for taking f>art in Kishan , Samitis and 
Kishan movements as such. The coiise({ueuces of joining in unlawful 
and unauthorised agitation and committing unlawful acts in the name 
of Kiaban movement were explained to them in their own interest. 

{(^ No particular instructions regarding the Kishan movement were 
issued to the District Magistrate, Dinajpur; general instructions about 
r j|||||ggipents have been issued from time to time. 

* local leaders who endeavoured to organise a disturbance 

" ’were arrestedl’*^ 

(it) Yes. 

(e) were arrested under rule 56 of the Defence of India Kulee 
lor organiskig and taking out an unauthorised procession 

a 
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Mr. PREMHARI BARM As Will the Hon^le Minister please 
state with reference to answer (d)ii) what kinds of disturbances were 
these leaders endeavouring to organize? 

Mr. SPEAKER: They were arrested for taking out an unauthorised 
procession. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: My question, Sir^ was with reference 
to (d)(i)y namely, that “four local leaders vvlio endeavoured to organize 
a disturbance were arrested/* Now, my (luestion is : What kii^^of 
disturbance was ft that they endeavoured to organize? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Fnauthorised pnx’essioii ! 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: I am sorry, Sir, that perhaps I have 
not been aide to make myself understood. I wanted to know what 
kind of disturhanoes these leaders were endeavouring to organize and 
what arc those specific endeavours? 

The Honlile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the answer is given 
in (e). 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNOU: With reference to answer 
will the llon'hle Minister i)lease state what were the speeific actions 
that were responsible for their arrest? 

Mr, SPEAKER: The lion' ble Minister has not referred to any 
specific action. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minit*f3tr 
please state if he knows about any sjiecific actions that were committed 
by those who were arrested? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said, Sir, 
the answer is, again, in (d. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: But. Sir, it is very vague. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. not vague. They were arrested for tatdng 
out an unauthorised procession. The answer is perfectly, elear. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it not a fact that all the 
hsam and all the public were invited by the District Magistrate to 
attend the meeting? The question is very clear, Sir. ^ 



QUESTIONS. 


19 


Mr* SPEAKER: Apparently it is very clear. Please see (6)» 
vhich igives the answer. 

Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJEE: The question is in l>ut the 

mswep^is not given in (h), Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not in (h) but behind ib). < Laughter.) 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is obvious that 
t cSirid not have been for attending that meeting, bui it must Ih‘ for 
he organization of some other meeting — meetings other than that call- 
ed by the District Magistrate. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Will the ITon'ble Minister please 
tate the time and [dace where the unauthorised probesslon was taken 
>utP 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are to take it that the 
Ton’ble Minister received information to the ettVet that they organize<l 
in authorised meeting? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honoural)le imun- 
3er refers to answer (e) he will find that it wan nf>t for f>rgaiuzing a 
neeting hut for taking out an unauthorised proi'essioii. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Ilondde Minister 
je pleased to state the place in whi< h this alleged procession was held? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; T want notice; I am 
aot sure of the place, Sir. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Iloiride Minister please 
state the i^umher of unauthorised processions held in Calcutta during 
;he Iasi three months? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doe.s not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ihmhh Minister 
please state if those four persons were the only persons wdio were in 
the procession? 


Tho Hoifblo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINf They were the organisers. 
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Lease ef noiMu*ai>le char lands to tenants. 

•52. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD!: (a) Is the 

Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware— ^ 

({) that many char lands are leased out to the tenants by the Khaa- 
mahal before they are arable; and 
{li) that the poor tenants have to bear the taxation from ten tp 
fifteen years before they get any benefit ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the HJn’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of declaring such chars as free pastures till they are fit 
for cultivation? 

The Non’bit Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) The member 

is referred to the reply to part (a) of his question (being number starred 
327A) replied to in the last session of the Assembly. 

(tt) This is not likely in view of rules 8t) and 90 of the Crown Estates 
Manual, 1932, but Government have no such information. 

(b) Does not arise, 

Atharabanka river in Khulna* 

•53. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that the Atharabanka river in the Khulna district is in a mori- 

bund condition; 

(it) that big country t)outs are unable to ply on this river, specially 
where it meets the Madhumati; and 

{Hi) that owing to diversion of its offtake from the Madhumati a 
much smaller volume of water from -the Madhumati flows 
through the Atharabanka? 

(6) Have the Government considered the question through their 
experts — 

(j) whether the opening out of the old mouth of the Atharabanka 

near Chfltbhiadaha will ensure a large volume of water to flow 
into the Atharabanka and save this river from dying; 

(it) whether the silting up of the Atharabanka will also cause the 
silting up of the portion of the Bhairab river fi*om Alaipur 
to Khulna; and 

(Hi) how far this silting up of the river will contribute to the 
deterioration of health of the affected area as well as to the 
ruin of agriculture of the locality? ‘ 



1940.] 


QUESTIONS. 


21 


The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RISCHANORA NANDY, af OoaalmlMUEari 

(a) (i) As I said on the 15th February, 1940, in reply to another question 
asked by the honourable member, the river showed sijrns of silting up, 
but recently some improvement has been noticed. 

(ii) Big country boats cannot ply along the old offtake of the river 
at Asthail and some difficulty may be felt by very large boats in crossing 
shoals in other reaches during January and February*. 

(Hi) No. 

(S) (?) The old mouth if re-excavated would only silt up again 
rapidly. 

(ii) Under present conditions this reach of the Bhairab is not likely 
to silt up. 

(lii) As already stated, the Atharabunka has improved since the 
opening up of the new offtake at C'bapail. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ilou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps he is contemplating to keep the Bairab river beyond 
Khulna navigable? 

Th« Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of COaiimbazar: 

Sir, the question refers to the Bairab river from Alaipur to Khulna, 
and does not go beyond it. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: But tbe water flows beyond it, and 
therefore I am asking it. 

Mr. BREAKER; The sup[»lementary (|uestions <lo not flow beyond 
it. (Laughter.) 

Bale of Jute at a price lower than that fixed by Jute Ordinance in certain 
places of Jessore district. 

*$4. Mr. A. M. A. ZAM AN ; (? 2 ) Is the llon’ble Minister in charge 

of the Agriculture and Industries Deiiartnient awtfre that under section 
3 (1) (a) of the Bengal Haw Jute Futures and Hessian Cloth Futures 
Ordinance, 1940, no person shall make a contract relating to raw jute 
futures at a rate of less than Rb. 60 or more than Rs.90? 

(b) If § 0 , is tbe Hon'ble Minister aware that the buyers of the 
Naldi Bazar, Brahmandanga hat, and Mithapur hat in Ix/bagora {K)lic»- 
•tation, and Bagasiratnpore, Pajarkhali hat and Sorospur hat in Narail 
police-station (Jessore) are buying jute at Hs.4 to Rs.O per maund 
from the cultivators ? 
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(c) If the answers to (a) and {b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take 
for the publicity of the provisions of the Ordinance reji^arding the price 
of raw jute amongst the mass people of the places referred to m*(h)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Raw Jute Futures Ordinance has no application to the priced 
of jute in the ordinary commodity markets. It applies only to futures 
contracts relating to raw jute which contain a provision for payment 
of margin. This will be evident from the definitions given in the 
Ordinance itself. 

I have made enquiries and I am inb)rmed that in the Jiats mentioned 
in the question, raw jute of average quality was not sold below Rs.G-4 
l)er maund during the month of June. 

(c) As explained, the Ordinance has no application to raw jute prices 
in mufasml markets and tiierefore no juiblicity regarding its provision 
is necessary. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ^ m 

^ a 

vbO\ ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, in the Futures 
markets. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the lion Me Minister be 
])leaH(‘d to state whether the fixing of ])rice for the IJengal Raw Jute 
hhitures and the lb‘>sain Cloth Futinvs ^^as done with a view to improve 
the ])rices and j)ut money in the hands oi tlie grower of jutel’^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, to maintain prices 
at that level. 

I 

Mr. 1 IOGE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the dast 
answer given by the Ilon’ble Minister, will he modify his answer in 
(c), namely, “as explained the ordinance has no application to raw jute 
prices in mufassal markets and therefore no publicity regarding its 
provision is necessary”? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The honourable 
questioner oxight to know that the provisions of ike ordinaiiace have 
almost been made nugatory under present circumstances. 
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Silting up of Lohajang rivor in Tangail. 

*55. Mr. AMRITA LAL MAHDAL: (a) Is the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commimications and Works (Irrigation^ Department 
aware — 

(i) that the mouth of the river I^ohajang in the Tangail subdivision 
has been silted up; and 

^ii) that the said river is not navigable even in the rainy season? 
(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he projKJses to take for making 
the river navigable? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

(a) (?) Yes. 

(??) I understand that during the Monsoon communic'ation with 
Tangail and other villages is maintained. 

(h) In the present condititm of its parent channel, namely, the 
Baraitali loop of the Jamuna. no |>ermanent improvement of the 
lyohajang river is ixissible. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Is the Hon'ble Miuhster aware that 
the mouth of the river was excavated before and its effect did not 
continue for a good many years? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

I am not sure of that, but the result shows that the cut was not effective. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in coiise(iuence of that the ferry steamer jdying between Serajgunge 
and Pabua is delayed for some time? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHAHDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

That may be ao. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 

w ^ <M^ fror ^ ? 

The Hen^le Mehertja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coealmbaztr: 

I am afraid I have no knowledge of that. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; ^ 

os^*fw csftWx csftw^ froi ^ cro w 

<Jt3T to c^to 

The HonH)le Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, I may inform the House that after the creation of the new division 
at Mymensinjifh, problems like these and other matters are being now' 
looked into by the officers who have been posted there. ^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Eonble 
Minister be pleased to state in view of his last answer, what steps are 
being taken to improve the present condition of the Bariatali loop of 
the JamunaP 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No scheme can be taken up until the necessary' data are collected. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Oiftajpur Distriot Magistrate's orders regarding grant of bails to 
persons arrested under Defence of India Rules. 

27. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) l>epartment be pleased to 
state whether the District Magistrate of Diuajpur has issued any 
instructions to his subordinate officers as to the grant of bails to those 
arrested under Defence of India Rules? 

(/>) If so, what are those? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise, 

I 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the specific provision 
in law that the amount of the bail should not ordinarily be excessive, 
and in view of the answer that the District Magistrate has not given 
any special instruction in the matter of bails, how is it that in the case 
of the it was ordered that they would be released on a bail of 

Rs. 10,(K)0 each with two sureties of Rs. 5,000 each? 

Mr* SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 
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•If. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Sir, it rises in this way. The 
District Magistrate had not given any special instructions for bails, but 
an order of release on bail of Rs. 10,000 each with two sureties of 
Rs. e,0()0 each was pa.s>e(l in the rase of persons arrested. It was 
certainly very excessive. So, I am asking what was the reason. 

Hr. SPEAKER: I have already said that the question does not 
arise. 

' • 

Externment order on Srijut Satyendra Nath Roy, of Thakurgaon. 

28. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the llon’hle 
Minister in charge of the IToine (Political) IXqvartmeut he jdoaHed to 
state whether Srijut Satyendra Nath Roy, of Thakurgaon in Dinaj- 
pur, ha.s been externed under the Defence of India Rules from Thakur- 
gaon, the seat of his father’s residence and proixirtics^ 

(/>) If the reply to (u) is in the aifirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister be pleirsed to state whether any allowance has been granted 
to him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Is the Ilon^ble Minister aware that 
such exteruments cause great hardship to the persons concerned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is unfortunate, but 

these people should not indulge in these activities. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is considering the desirability of looking into the 
whole question of externment and internment and giving allowances 
to persons affected? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question has been 
considered and if the honourable member likes to^sec me, I will explain 
to him the Government policy. 

. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister I>e pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in the previous Government when the 
popular Ministers were not there, there was a system of giving an 
allowance to internees and externees? 

ThoHon’blO Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I doubt if there was any 
question of externees then* 



26 QUESTIONS. [22nd July, 

FatM represenUtion of memberB of non-Schociiiled Castes to secure 
Government service. 

29. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Is the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(?) that non-Schecluled Caste members sometimes secure Govern- . 
meiit service by falsely rej)ieseuting themselves as Scheduled 
Caste meml>€r8 ; • 

(h) that one Nagendra Nath Sutradhar belonging to the Sutradhar 
community of the Caste Hindu category has secured the job 
of a clerk by representing himself as a Scheduled Caste in 
the AliiK)re Central Jail Dress; and 

(Hi) that one Devendra Nath Miillick }>elon,ging to the Kapali 
(xnnmunity has secured the job of an estimator by represent- 
ing himself as a member of the Scheduled Castes in the 
Alii>ore Presidency Jail? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afhnnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased tf) state what action he proposes to take in the 
mutter P 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
he proposes to take in the matter? 

(r) Do the Government contemplate the filling up of the iK)8t8 by 
candidates from the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Interview with prisoners in Alipore Central Jail convicted under the 
Defence of India Act. 

30. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Dejmrtment aware — 

(i) that 1>. S. C.Jlanerjee, m.l.a., wTote two letters to the Sui)erin- 
tendent of Ali|Kwe Central Jail requesting him to let him 
(l>r. Banerjee) know when he could have an interview with 
Devendra Nath Sen, a Defence of India Act prisoner in thfe 
jail; and 

(it) that neither an interview was sanctioned nor was any reply to 
those letters given? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleaset^ to state the reasons therefor? 
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The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) One letter, dated 
the 9th May, 1940, was received. 

(it) The interview was refused and Dr. Banerjee was verbally 
informed of this by the Deputy Jailor accordingly. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Ts the Ilou'ble Minister 
in possession of any communication preventing me from having an 
iiitarview with Devendra Nath Sen with whom I sought for an 
interview? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The answer says that you were verbally informed. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: My humble Bubmission is 
this. As a matter of fact, I wrote three letters and not one. I was 
never informed verbally that 1 was not to have the interview. As a 
matter of fact, when I asked for an interview through a letter, there 
is no meaning in sending a message verbally that I was not to have the 
interview. 

The Hon’ble Khaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Dr. Banerjee Bent 
onl.v one letter, dated 9th May, 1940, asking for an interview with the 
prisoner, and that through a me.ssenger who brought it to the jail on 
11th May, 1940. As Dr. Banerjee wanted the interview urgently, the 
messenger was asked to inform him that the interview would be allowed 
on 13th May, 1940, if the Intelligence Branch had no objection. In 
this case the Intelligence Branch objected subsequently, and 
Dr. Banerjee who was present at the jail gate on that day was several 
times informed by tlie Deputy Jailor. lienee, the jail autliorities 
considered it unnecessary to send any reply to the letter. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact tliat Dr. Banerjee was not allowed to have 
any interview with Deven Sen, lK*cau8e Deven Sen w’as beaten on the 
15th July by the Jailor? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arisef 

Veten’ list for Labour Constituonoies. 

81« Ml*. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commefce and Lal)our Department aware — 

(i) that the Labour Commissioner and the Factory Inspector, in 
preparing the Voters’ Lists of the Labour Constituenciei for 
the next Assembly Election, are enlisting greater number 
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of MuHlims as voters from jute luillSi cotton mills, printing 
presses and other fhotories; and 
(n) that the number of Hindu voters is being decreased? 


(1) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

(c) Will the Ilou’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — ' 

(t) the present number and names of — 

(1) jute mills, 

(2) cotton mills, 

(3) printing presses, and 

(4) other factories, 

in Barrackpore subdivision, Calcutta, and suburbs (including 
the 24-rargunas, Howrah and flonghly districts); and 


(it) the present nunilnM' of their (1) Hindu and (2) Muslim 
employees ? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) Obviously the four 
Factory Tiubour Constituencies, viz., Calcutta and suburbs. Banackj>ore, 
Howrah and riooghly-rj//n.-Seraini>ore are referred to. Neither the 
Labour Commissioner nor the Factory In.spectors have anything to do 
with the prejiaration of the electoral rolls of these constituencies. 

(h) Hoes not arise. 

(c) (i) A copy of the cla8.sified list of factories in Bengal corrected up 
to date containing the required information is laid on the Library table. 
(ii) I have no information. 


Hardship oausad by imposition of the education oess on landlords 
and tenants. 

32. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the attention 
of the Government has been drawn to the hardship caused to the land- 
lords and tenants by the imposition of the primary education cess? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state wkat action 
he proposes to take in the matter? 
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TIM Hon'bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No case of serious hard- 

ship has been brought to my notice. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to Statf 
how many cases of hardship have lieen brought to his notice? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have said “no’’ in the 
answer. 


SHORT NOTICE STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral aiu%irer waa given) 

Changes for currency notes. 

*SSA. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble llinister 
in charge of the Finance Department aware — 

(t) that the public are ex|>eriencing great hardship in getting 
change for ten and five-rupee notes; 

(n) that lines of jiersons are being formed in front of the Currency 
Office for getting change for notes; 

(iii) that shopkeepers oftcm refuse to sell goods if buyers have 

five-rupee notes and no coins; and 

(iv) that brokerage up to 8 annas is being charged for changing 

a five-rupee note in villages? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken in the matter? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate ajiproaching higher authorities 
for minting more coins in the Calcutta Mint? 

MINISTER in ohsrgs of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (ths 
Hotililo Mr. H. 8. Suhrawsrdy): (a) (i) and* (it) Government have 
received reports of the inconvenience arising from the shortage of 
metallic currency caused by the withdrawal of coin from circulation for 
'purposes of hoarding. 

(in) No. 

(iv) No. As the charging of such brolierage is punishable under 
rule ^ of 4he Defence of India Rules, Government will be glad to 
receive •information that will enable them to prosecute. 
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(h) Treasury officers have been directed to provide themselves with 
adequate supplies to enable them to meet all reasonable demands. 

District Magistrates have f)een directed to take prompt punitive 
action in cases where local traders refuse to accept notes or to accept 
theaifttt their full value. 

A conimuui(iuo was issued on the ►‘Ird July informing the public 
that currency notes will be changed for silver to any reasonable amount 
and warning them against hoarding of money and against buying or ’ 
selling of notes and coins for an amount other than their face value.^ 

The Government of India have been fully apprised of the position 
and all possible steps are being taken both to minimise the existing 
inconvenience and to bring those responsible to book. 

(c) Both Mints are working to full capacity. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; With reference to 
answer (r), will the Ilon’blc Minister be pleased to state whether he 
will (‘ousider the desirability of advising or suggesting to the higher 
authorities to issue one-rupee and two-and-a-half-rupee notes in view 
of the shortage of metallic currency P 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have already stated 
that we have informed the Government of India regarding the position. 
We have also tendered our advice. I am, Sir, not in a position to 
disclose the advice that we have tendered. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pli‘ased to state that tliis shortage of metallic currency is only due 
to hoarding or to other reasons? 


Mr. 8PEAKER. I think you ought to go to an authority on Indian 
economics. It cannot be settled here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any punishment was meted out to any grocer or 
shopkeeper recently id* Calcutta or in the districts of Bengal for 
refusing to change notes? The Hon ’ble Minister said that under 
rule 90 of the Defence of India Rules Government can prosecute those 
who 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, will you usually go to Govern- 
ment or the Commissioner of Police if a man does not give change for 
a ten-rupee note? That is the difficulty. * 
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Mr. SYEO JAkALUDOIN HAIHEMY: Is it a fact that many 
people liave been arrested at Howrah Station for the offence of carrying 
coins from Calcijtta to their resjgective homes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have seen reports of 
such arrests. ^ 

Mr. 8URENDRFA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (h), 
• will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state whether in apprising the 
Government of India of the position prevailing in this jirovinee, this 
Gov^nnient have recommended to the Government of India the 
necessity of issuing one-nipoe notes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Ilon’hle Minister has said that Government 
liave given advice to the Government of India and that they cannot 
disclose the nature of the advice at this stage. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether he is aware that a trader often has to keep 
change for a note against purchases of goods of value lower than the 
value of the notes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot understand your question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am asking whether the 
Hon’hle Minister is aware that a trader has often to keep change of a 
currency note against purchases made from him of articles. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturally. That does not ret|uire any answer. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware 
that local traders are suffering from \vant of sufficient c<>inH to give 
such change? 

The HofiHjIe Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do feci that there is a 
shortage of small coins in the country, and this is one of the reasons 
why both tlie Mints which are working to full capacity are engaged 
to a very large extent in issuing small change. Jhis difficulty which 
the honorable menil>er has mentioned has l>een appreciated. 

• Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to question (a) (m), 
namely, th^t shopkeepers often refuse to sell goods if buyers have five- 
rupee notes and no coins, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what measure Government contemplate in case shopkeepers did not 
possess change and as a result cannot exchange their goods? 
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The Hon’bt» Mr. 8. iUHRAWARDY: Thk^^UrreiK^^ Office ja 
open. The shopkeepers who are really in need of ^wge can always 
go to the Currency Office and get change. Change the Currency 
Office is restricted in the case of those persons who, it is felt, are taking 
awgy money for the purpose of hoarding. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that it is not possible to get change in 
the Currency Office unless people form a queue and wait for three hours 
or more? 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Some are fortunate 
enough to get after a few minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that even at the General Post Office in 
Calcutta postage stamps could not be sold on the IGth and 17th of this 
month when five-rupee notes were tendered even when the postage 
required was as much as worth Rs. 3? I myself had experience of that. 
(Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 
The honourable member must have been peculiarly unfortunate. 
(Laughter.) 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of 
supplying Post Offices with enough coins so that in case any individual 
cannot get sufficient change for ln.s domestic purposes he can run up 
to the Post Office and get the change? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWRDY: The Post Offices have ^n 
supplied with adequate coins, but I would like to state here that the 
supply of coins and currency either to the public or to the Post Offices 
is really a matter for the Government of India. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Eon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give members an idea as to how to get change within, say, 
half an hour from the Currency? 

Tho HoiPblo Mr. H^ 8 . 8UHRAWARDY: By going there early 
enough. (Laughter.) 
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V Mr. JACEI^HANORA OUPTA; the Hon 'bit Minister aware 
tfeit tboee wlio Vant to collect coins — they go earlier than the people 
who form qu^fcs .for witnessing Muhammadan Sporting OameeP 
/Laughter.) 

(No reply.) 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is the Hoirble Minister aware that 
•the capacity of the Miuits can l>e increased ten times by increasing the 

number of men and shifts, j.c., the hours of work?^ 

■ • 

The Hofi’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable 
member aj»pear'< to have expert knowledge of a subject of whiih he is 
hopelessly ignorant. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the 11 (»n’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in view (»f the fact that difficulties are 
being experienced even in ('alcuttu in getting change from the 
Treasury, wliat arraiigeiuents do Cioverninent pro])ose to make to give 
facilities to the villagers to get notes changed in the village markets y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: lie has given the answer to that already. 
Mr. Biswas ought to realise tliat no Government ( an take steps in a 
matter like this in every village 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, it is our duty to inform 
(jovernment of the sufterings of the people. Everybody i» concerned 
with Calcutta, hut no one is ((uieerued with the villagers in the 
mufassal markets, where even for one rupee one cannot get any change. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y oil can ask about treasuries and not about 
village markets. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: Will the Ffon’ble 

Minuter be pleased to state if it is a fact that the sliortage of metallic 
currency is due to shortage of silver? 

TIm Hoffi’liHi Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: no means. There 

is ample .silver in the coffers of the Government of India to meet any 
run for several years to come. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister I>e pleased to state if it is a fact that the prestige of the 
Govemment is at stake? » » 


Mr* 8I^BAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mr. IIBNATH lANERJEE: As there is enough silver, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any shortage of 
expert labour for minting coins P 

Mr. SPEAKER: The mint is working under the Government of 
India. 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, in view of the warning whiih has been given to hoarders 
of their unsociable acts in so d«dng. whether enquiries are being yiade 
or instituted into such acts, whether steps are being taken for asking 
Insurance ('onipanies to find out whether people have insured large 
hoardings of silver and also whether any steps are being taken to find 
out who the offenders are who are hoarding such coins? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The Government of 
India have given no such indication as yet, but I understand that they 
are considering certain steps which will relieve <the monetary situation. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Ilengal have approai'hed 
the Government of India for increasing the capacity of working of 
the Mints? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the lion ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he will consider the desirability of issuing orders 
to petrol-sellers to sell petrol to people who have got cars by changing 
ten-ruj)ee notes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not know that you would have to divulge 
all your domestic troubles here! (Laughter.) 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tht BangiS 0»-optrativ« SoMetias Bill, 1888* 

Clause 9. 

Mr* SPEAKER: W« will now take up clause 9. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Sir, I have two amendments to 
clause 9--one is No, 12 and the other is No. 14. These two go together 
practically. No. 13 has been interpolated by the office through mistake; 
it deals with an entirely different subject. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Are you inoving 13 and 15, Mr. Banerjeef 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERaEE: les. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. 12, 14 and 15 deal witli the 
same subject. Dr. Sanyal, you may move your amendments. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: .^ir. I bejr to move that in tdaua© 
d, 1, aiter the word “may ' the lollowiuff words be inserted, 

namely, “on the recommendation of the Pro%'iucial Public Service 
Commission. “ 

I also be^JT t»i move that the followin^r pnivi'^o be a<lded to clause 9, 
naiindy, “provided that no person shall be ap])ointed as Itcj^istrar 
unless he has a j^'ftod rec<»rd (*f administrative ability, has hatl a 
sufht ietitly loii}.'^ exjierieme of Henpil villajres, and can freely talk and 
associate ^vith the villaj^ers, ami is either a ditinjruished economist or 
has undei^^one a period of special training; for the purpose.*’ 

Sir, the He^dstrar is admittedly the pivot of the entire co-operativo 
m(»veinenl in the }»rovnice. The clause a.s it now stands does not state 
what should be the <jUulificntion of this eminent otiicer. It simply 
states that the Pnjvincial (xovernment may aj)poiut a person to be 
lieg-istrar of C’o-operative Societies for Hcn^rul and may appoint persons 
to uHsiht him. That is all we find in the clause. If my proposed 
amendments are accepted, it will rea<l as ftdlow's : — 

“The Provincial (iovernment may. on the recommendation of the 
Provincial Public Service Commission, appoint a person to be He^^istrar 
of Cf>operative Societies for Hen^jral and may apjioint persons to assist 
him, provided that no person shall be appointed us He^^istrar unless be 
has a ^ood record of administrative ability, lias had a sufiicienrtiy long 
experience of Bengal villages and can freely talk and associate with 
the villagers, and is either a distinguished economist or has undergone 
a period of special training for the purpose.” 

Sir, I would just quote a few observations from eminent co-operaAora 
and authorities to show how I have only relied on expert opinion in 
this connection. Calvert in his “Law’ and Principles of Co-operation” 
points out at page 81, thait, “under the Co-operative Act, the Registrar 
i§ constituted the very foundation of the movement. It is left entirely 
to his discretion to register or to refuse to register a society and the 
by-laws and every amendment of them require his approval. Thus 
on him rests the responsibility of seeing that a society starts under 
conditions as favourable as he can make them. In order to ensure ;that 
wise rules are carefully observed, he is given unlimited powers of 
iaapecticyii and audit. He controls the power of a society to make 
loans to^ and receive deposits from, a non-member^ and has a voice in 
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the investment and disposal of its funds. Finally, he has full discre- 
tion, subject to the right of appeal to the Local Government or such 
Revenue Authority as it may nominate, to order the dissolution of a 
society and to appoint a liquidator to wind it up. These are extensive 
powers, and in some quarters there is an inclination to object to them 
being centred in a Government official. But it cannot reasonably be 
disputed that the control of the movement by official Registrars has 
been a success and has not in any way tended to paralyse progress,” 
and so on. 

He has on the basis of the Act of 1912 made certain observations 
about the wide and unlimited powers of the Registrar. In the present 
Bill, attempts are being made to extend those powers so that the 
Registrar is proposed to be made a Hiller of the whole imnenient. 

Professor Sadeque, Professor of Economics of the Islam ia College, 
points out that the essence of co-operation is independence and self- 
reliance, but our societies have been made abjectly dependent on official 
props from the very beginning. “Under the proposed Hitlerite Act, 
co-operative societies will completely cease to be co-operative and they 
will be the media of lending Goveininent money and extorting it back 
by the exercise of the sovereign powers of the Registrar who has been 
made another Hitler or Muss<dini. The limited powers of appeal 
against the decisions of the Registrar are so circumscribed that they 
will be virt\mlly ineffective. So much j)ower to a mortal being who is 
not a representative of the people whose fate he decides and who is a 
I>ermanent official cannot but be dangerous on various scores besides 
its being entirely umm-operative in principle.” 

Again, he says, “the Registrar possessing so much power must not 
also be a permanent official unapproachable by them, but he should 
be a philosopher and guide of the co-operators and at the same time 
one of their own folk.” 

Thereupon, Mr. Sadeque j)roceeds to state the minimum qualifica- 
tions which he considers to be essential for the selection of a Registrar. 
He thinks that the Regi'^trar so far has been simply a permanent officer 
in the ordinary sense of the term, having no experience in independent 
j»rofession. The failure of Jute Sale Societies of Bengal was entirely 
due to the absence of bu.siness-sense or business capacity in the then 
Registrar. That has been the finding of the Enquiry Committee, and 
it ia juvst wliat is expected. To put a non-business man as the Registrar 
is the same as ^Hitting a man who never drove a car to do the same in the 
Calcutta streets^ The Registrar must be a business man of the first 
rank or a distinguished economist, if a fair trial is to be given tc» the 
co-operative experiment. 

Some meml>er8 of the Select Committee, members who usually fight 
shy of making observations that go counfer to the desire ef Govern- 
ment, have come forward with this observation in their note of dissent. 
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These members include Eban Bahadur A. B’. M. Abdur Rahman, 
Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Dacca K Babu Kshetra 
Nath Singha, Maulri Azhar Ali, and Khan Bahadur Syed Md. Altai. 
They say, “Even we feel that as this movement depends almost entirely 
on the whole-hearted sympathy, co-operation and ffood work of ita 
constituent members, the personality and efficiency of the Registrar 
counts a very greai deal in enlisting such sympathy and co-operation 
of the members and general public. We therefore desire that our views 
regarding the selection of Registnir should find a place in the report 
of the Select Committee. In our con8ider€‘d opinion the following 
should be .some of the essential qualifications of a Registrar: — 

id) He should have ‘sufficiently long experience of Bengal villages 
and the life of it.s inmates acquired by close association with 
them. 

{h) lie should be c-enuinely sympathetic towanls tlieir difficulties 
and their aspirations and tem]>eranieiitally fit to give 
expression to such sympathy by hi.s words and deeds. 

(c) lie should have a good record of administrative ability. 

{(1) He should haye requisite training as to enable him to give due 
resj)ect and consideration to the o]>inion of non-official 
co-oj)erators in deveh»pment of the movement.'’ 

Again, Sir, in the Statutory Report of the Reserve Bank of India 
under section V) (/» of the Reserve Bank of India Act, great emphasis 
is laid on the necessity of properly selecting the .staff of the Co-opera/tive 
Department and ^mrticularly of the Registrar. It is said in paragraph 
dl fuiwards of that Repitrt that the Mac Lagan Committee and the Royal 
Commission on Agric ulture have both laid great stress on the intensive 
training of the staff in co-operation and rural economics. To these the 
framers of cthc Report add “the theory and practice of banking; the 
facilities existing lor the training of the co-operative staff in most of 
the provinces do not yet seem to be adequate aiicl much leeway has to 
be made up.” 

Spealwng of the Registrar, they go (»n as follows; — “Since the 
Registrar forms the foundation of the whole movement, his training is 
co-operation, banking and rural economy re<|uiref the greatest possible 
attention.” The MacLagan Committee set up the following very high 
standards for the Registrar: — 

“In order to fulfil his duties be must be continually studying co- 
operative literature, which is now most ejctensive; he must make himself 
acquainted with economic conditions and practices both throughout 
India and in his own province. He must know the principles and 
methods^of joint stock banking; and must examine the systems of 
developing thrift and better living; the more efficient the movement. 
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iht more will other departments make use of it ito promote their own 
s(>ecial activities.” The Commission recommends that “Local Govern- 
i^ts should select the best man available as Registrar; on no accoimt 
should the poajt be regarded as a convenient refuge for an official 
promoted by seniority to Collector’s rank. Administrative experience, 
knowledge of the people and their economic conditions and ability to 
enlist the co-operation of honorary workers are essential qualificaitions. 
A Registrar, once appointed and proved efficient, should not be trans- 
ferred from the post until the full benefit of continuity of policy^ has 
been assured,” and so on. Thereafter the authors of the Statutory 
Report under the Reserve Bank of India Act regret— “we feel that not 
every Provincial Government has given these valuable recommenda- 
tions the attention they deser^^e. The non-observance of these principles 
has resulted in hampering the progress of the movement in some of the 
provinces and we strongly recommend them to the serious consideration 
of the various Provincial Governments.” 

The purpose why I want these words to be incorporated in the 
clau.se itself, the clause empowering the Government to make the 
appointment of a Registrar, lies in those few words of the Statutory 
Report of the Reserve Bank of India that few Provincial Governments 
have followed the healthy recommendation of the Royal Commission 
on Agriculture and of the MacLagan (’ommittce in the selection of the 
Registrar. The wordings of my amendments follow closely the recom- 
mendation of our friends of the Coalition Party in this regard as we 
find in their note of dissent, and 1 do not .think that there can be any 
question about the desirability of consulting the Provincial Public 
Service Commission in the matter of appointment of such an important 
officer aa this. I feel that the Registrar, who is at the head of a depart- 
ment which needs such careful handling by an officer on whom depends 
to a very great extent the welfare of the entire province, should bsl 
one absolutely above suspicion. There are certain rules regarding the 
appointment in Provincial Services which precludes the possibility of 
having a post like this referred to the Provincial Public Service Com- 
mission. 1 therefore submit that a specific provision should be made 
here that no appointment of the Registrar should be made without 
reference to the Public Service Commission, so that the public may 
have at least the couadence that the appointment has been scrutinised 
by an impartial body like the Public Service Commission. 

With regard to the other necessary qualifications, I have relied 
entirely on the recommendations of the MacLagan Committee as well 
as of the Agricultural Commission, and I have also depended to a very 
large extent on the wordings of the members of the Coalition Party as 
in their Notes of Dissent. Therefore, I do hope that, in view of all 
these, these two amendments of mine will have universal support in this 
House. 
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8ATYA PRIYA BARER JEE: May I also move my amend- 
ment No. 15, Sir, as it is compleineiitarj' to No. 14, so that if one fails 
my motion may have a chance? 

Mr. SPEAKER; All right, you may. 

yr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
following proviso be added to clause Jl, namely: — “Provided that a 
person appointed to be Kegistrar of ( o-operative Societies for Bengal, 
and persons appointed to assist him, shall hold such qualifications as 
may be prescribed.” 

At the outset I must confess that very little has been left to me 
after what has been said by Dr. Nalinak>ha Sanyal. But my amend- 
ment differs in some respects from his, as I leave to the Government a 
wide scope in prescribing the qualifications for a Registrar. In other 
words, 1 want the ({ualifications to be prescribed by the Government. 
In this 1 am not in any way in opposition to the amendments moved 
by my friend and ctdleague. Dr. Sanyal. Sir, late Mr. Wolff, an 
acknowle<lge(l authority on Co-operation, put it to the M( lifigan Com- 
mittee on (o-nperation that the Registrar should be the friend, 
philosopher anti guide of the co-operativ(‘ movement and at the 
Conference (»t Registrars hebl in Delhi in 19'10 (in which, by-the-bye, 
our Registrar was conspicu<»us by his absence), the Hon’ble Kunwar 
Sir Jagdish Prasad, said — Rcp<*ated emphasis has been laid on the 
importance of the iM)st of the Registrar be<auHe, on his knowledge, on 
his ability, on his tact, on his drive and on his initiative depends the 
progre‘<s <»f the entire movement Sir, there have been Registrars in 
India who coultl lie justly said to W the friend, philosopher and guide 
of this movement. There have als4) l>een Registrars In our province 
who can also be said to have approximated to the qualifications laid 
down by the Mcl>agaii Committee and the Royal Commission on Agri- 
culture. But, Sir, I regret to have to note that since 19.^3, the year 
of appointment of the present Registrar, the movement has fallen on 
evil days because the present Registrar belonging^to the cadre of Sub- 
Deputy Magistrate and pitchforked to the post could not certainly by 
the longest stretch of imagination be regarded us a “picked officer of 
experience and authority" in terms of the remarks of the McLagan 
Committee and more certainly could not be “the best man available" 
in the lan^age of the Statutory* Commission on Agriculture. Wbat 
has been the result? The inefficiency of the present Registrar coupled 
with other causes which are not peculiar to Bengal but common to all 
tihe proviftces has brought the movement to its present state of stag&a- 
tioii and decay, which, if allowed to continue in this ^ay, will lead to 
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it« ultimate collapse. Imagine, Sir, a gentleman, a Director of tlie 
Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank, allowing another gentleman to 
withdraw money from the account of a third party, when asked by the 
officers of the bank, if it was permissible to do so. Imagine, Sir, a 
gentleman writing in 193G to the Secretary of a Central Bank at Nator 
to allow a (lepo.sit, a heavy deposit, a deposit of over 20,000 rupees, to 
be withdrawn by the depositor whereupon the working committee of 
that bank wrote to the Provincial Bank for a loan which was granted by 
the Provincial Bank and the depositor was paid back, while the pther 
depositors were deprived of their dues. They either got very little or 
got nothing. Imagine, again, Sir, a gentleman sending some of his 
trusted lieutenants to a Central Bank in Hooghly for deposit in a 
bank in South Cah'utta from where he would take loans in heiiami for 
building a house here. Sir, may 1, in this connection, refer to a photo- 
graph to which I referred in my Budget speech of 1939 and which I 
had shown also to the Hun'hle Minister in (diarge later on, but he took 
no action y I read from the photogra|di; I will not mention names. 
It runs thus— “A personal friend of the Registrar of Co-o])erative 
Societies was introduced to me by a certain gentleman who was an 
assistant of the Co-operative Department and another, late Inspector 
of Co-operative Soeietie.s. They used to tell me, that the Registrar 
himself required money for building ft house in Cahmtta and used to 
take loans in henanu from this society. ' I wish this })hoto may also go 
on record. Then, again, imagine a gentleman conniving at corruption 
of one officer, allowing the same gentleman to continue in office even 
after he was found guilty of forging a passbook. Lastly, imagine a 
gentleman inspiring his servile non-otiicial sup])orters and henchmen, 
I will not say conspiring with them, to nullify the election of some 
ineml)ers of this House to tlie 'lo-called non-official apex organi.sation of 
fbe province which is, in fact, the non-official “Benamdar” of the 
official Co-oj>erative Department. Imagine all these and then come to 
a decision whether the Registrar who was appointed in 1933 was 
a fit man to W so appointed. And may 1 remind the House 
incidentally that this is the gentleman who has been given an 
extension up to December, 194t) I Is that the way that you are going 
to improve and rehabilitate the movement on proper co-operative lines? 
If that is so, there wfill be an end to the co-operative movement, and it 
will l)e waste of time and energy to see this Bill through the Legisla- 
ture when there is already the Act of 1912 in force. Sir. I have said 
all this not in any spirit of animosity, not in any spirit of ill-will 
against the present Registrar, far from it, but in a spirit of co-open&» 
tion and out of love for and faith in, the movement, a movexnejit 
which is pregnant with immense possibilities for the future, a mov«- 
ment, which if properly carried out, will bring peace, happiness, pro- 
gress and prosperity to the people of the province. 
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Sir, I think I have nothing more to add. but I would only aay this, 
that I leave the prescription of the qualifications entirely to the 
Government, and I hope they will bear in mind the qiialifications that 
have been laid down by the various Commissions and Committees, 
especially the warning of the Reserve Bank of India in their statutory 
report of 1937 that “the non-observance of these principles has resulted 
in hampering the progress of the movement in some of the provinces 
and we strongly recommend them tt» the serious consideration of the 
various provincial (jovernments * a warning which was especially 
applicable to, and perliaps aimetl at, liengal. I bojie the Hon ble 
Minister in charge will not fin<l his way to refuse this harmless amend- 
ment <»f mine, l^rencription of tin* rules is in your hands; qualifica- 
tions you liave to deiide. M\ onl> submission is that Government 
should se** that those qualifications are pro|>er, are adequate, and are 
coinplitNl with. 


Mr, SIBNATH BANERilEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
support the ainendiuents moved respectively by Dr. Nnlinaksbu Saiiyal 
and Mr. Satya Priya BanerjtH*. We have heard a lot alnml the 
qualifications of the Registrar — (but be must be this and be must be 
that, that he should have sufficient and long experience of Bengal’s 
villages and life of its inmates acquired by close association \utb them. 

I need not read the whole list ot the recommendations put forward by 
the members of the Coaliti<»n Party, nor the recoinmeiidatioiiH of niy 
friend Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee. But, Sir, there is one thing which 
1 find absent in all of tl»e recommendations, viz., that the Registrar 
should be a co-operutnr. NoImhIv seems fo remember that point, and 
if I were allowed to move u short notice amendment, I would like to 
move that the Registrar must first of all l>e a co-operator. Sir, an 
honourable memlier wants to know’ what is a “co-operator.” I may 
tell him that he is a co-operator who believes in the co-operative move- 
ment. It is not a case of co-operating with Government. Co-opera- 
tion has another meaning in another context — not that co-operation 
whose political counterpart is non-co-operation with Government. 
Incidentally, I may .say here that I have heard with considerable pain 
the portion read out here that l)ec.ause the ex -Registrar. Jamini Bhushaa 
Mitter, w’os not a good economist or a businessiutn, therefore the Jute 
Sales Society which he had formed collapsetl or failed. 1 hold quite a 
contrary view. He failed because there was no co-ofieration from the 
European mill-owners, because his move was sabotaged and because 
there waa * treachery in the ranks of officers. For these reasons, the 
movement could not succeed. Even then, I maintain that it did not 
fall. After all, a sum of Rs. 25 lakhs or thereabout was lost. What 
ia that ca>inpared to the money that Bengal can make out of jutef 
Easily Rs. 60 crores can be made out of jute. In experimenting, if a 
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»uiu of Bh. 25 lakhs is lost, it is not a big loss really. In vmek a 
gigantic process, the loss of Rs. 30 lakhs incurred by the Jute Sales 
Society is nothing to my mind. Therefore, it is not fair to say that 
the movement or the Co-operative Jute Sales Society failed because the 
then Registrar was not a businessman. I maintain that he was a very 
good businessman also, but he was up against the monopoly of the 
jute magnates of Calcutta. Therefore, he could not succeed. Along 
with his business ability, if he had the backing of a party, who could ' 
keep the vested interests in their proper position, the movement would 
have succeeded. Even so, I say that if the movement had continued 
next year, it would not have failed. That is all I have to say about 
the Jute Sales Society. 

We have heard a lot about the Registrar being an economist. But, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, all the classical economists — Adam Sniith, 
Ricardo and Taussig — cut no ice these days. They are being thrown 
into dustbins. New theories are in vogue and these old economists 
find no bearing to-day in this new world. We had heard so many 
things : State Socialism cannot function, and unless the capitalists 
are given the full initiative, no country can prosper; talks in which 
there is no sense, written in those liooks of economists, and the econo- 
mists who pass from the Universities to-day will be naturally repeat- 
ing those theories which have been exploded long ago. I can under- 
stand if it was said that a Marxian economist should be placed in the 
position of the Registrar. Yes, certainly, but I do not feel that this 
House will accept that view to-day. Therefore, to speak of economists 
does not convince me very much. One thing is necessary and one 
thing is certain, and that is that the Registrar must have faith in the 
movement. That is the first essential, and then economics will follow. 
This is a very bold statement to make, but I do make the statement 
that if a man has faith in the movement, he is bound to succeed. All 
the co-operators from Rochdele Raifflism downwards in Europe when 
they first projwunded their theory were laughed at by the economists 
of those days, and though all these co-operators were laughed at and 
ridiculed, yet all the same their movement is still persisting and pro- 
gressing. Therefore, Sir, the first condition that I would lay down is 
that the Registrar must be a sincere believer in the co-operative move- 
ment, and must havh been associated intimately with the movement 
nnd must have built up and run co-operative organisations, so that he 
should have had inside knowledge prior to his appointment — and npt 
that he will pick up knowledge when he is posted there. The second 
thing that is neeessarj^ is that he should have honesty. But honesty 
is not enough. If you are a believer in the capitalistic system and if 
you are functioning as a Registrar, you will natxirally try to save some- 
thing for your people. One can only function efficiently itf the Co- 
operative Department if he does not believe in private property. I 
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can understand a man functioning in any other capacity being a 
capitalist or having a capitalist outlook. But a co-operator, if he has 
not the socialist outlook and if he does not l)elieve that the days of 
private property are gone, will not be able to do the service that is 
expec;ted of him. With these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir. if I oppose Dr. Sanyars amend- 
*ment, it is only because of a few words towards the end. I go wdth 
him I very long way. I think we should do whatever we can to help 
Government by this Bill to choose the very best man as Registrar 
whenever a Registrar has to he chosen. Thi.s is necessary not only as a 
general administrative requisite for the giM)d of the department, but 
necessary al.so I think to protect the Mini.ster himself, because in the 
future it is quite povssible that when a Mini.ster ha.s to make an import- 
ant appointment, he will be pre.ssed by party interests, by ])oliti(‘al 
interests, and by sec tional interests, and anything we can do to 
strengthen his resistance against these and to give him something of 
a free hand we should do. If we can agree on a formula to be put into 
this Bill, I think we slioiild agree on it. And therefore 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Whit'h words are objei’tionableP 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I am coming to that in one minute. 

Sir, the suggestion in amendment No. 15, “that a person appointed 

shall hold .Mich (pialifij alioii.s as mu\ be prescribed,” along with 

the note of dissent in the name.*, of four or five members and along with 
most of Dr. Sanyal's amendment may give u» the formula wu wdsh. 
I do not know whether we (an agree upon anything out of these and 
put them iu rules or in by-laws or special regulations afterwards. The 
words that I am luit able to agree with in Dr. Sanyal’s amendment 
No, 14 is “either a distinguished ecouomi.st.” I know that that in 
the language of a di.stiuguisUed student of co-operative credit, and it 
is the language that we use to one another, we intelligent people who 
easily understand one another. But in legislating we must use 
language that will be easily intelligible to a Bench; also we must use 
language that will constrain Government and keep it in the right path 
— we want language that is both easy for a BenclPto construe and will 
impose something like a disciplinary effect on the Government. Now, 
what makes a distinguished economist? How can we define distin- 
guished economist? How could a lawyer define if a Bench were to ask 
him? I do not understand why a distinguished economist is suggest- 
ed. We want to see that our Registrar has euch and such qualifica- 
tions, but it is quite possible to find distinguished economists who have 
not any of these qualifications. I imagine if anyone here wrote down 
quickly the names of 20 distinguished economists that occur to hie 
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mind, he would probably be forced to the conclusion that not more than 
one or two of them knew anything at all about the co-operative move- 
ment. Economists can become distinguished in their studies of inter- 
national trade, by their studies of marginal utility, by their efforts 
in making economics a branch of psychology, in a hundred different 
ways. Very few, I think, have distinguished themselves by their 
studies and their abilities in the co-operative movement, and there is 
no guarantee in these words to show that in a distinguished economist 
we hhould get those qualifications that we hope for. 

One last remark. Sir. I do not know' how you can train a Registrar 
of the Co-operative Department, unless perhaps by giving him some 
special opportunities of going round and seeing what is being done 
before lie takes over otlice. Rut here it is implied that no one shall be 
apiiointed Registrar unless he has a good record of administrative 
ability, and I assume that no Minister, no Government, will think of 
ever appointing a man as Registrar unless he is of proved administra- 
tive ability and has had amjile opportunity of getting accustomed to 
village e(;onomics and the village point of view. (Dr. X\mnaksha 
S.^NYAi. : That is a matter of opinion.) 

I should like to say about two more sentences. I do not agree with 
all that has been said in the survey of the history of this mo\ement. 
I do not agree that things are as bad as home members have made out. 
And I do not agree that all our troubles date from 1938. On the con- 
trary, I believe that during the last few years we have been w'orkiug — 
I say “we”, because I identify myself in some small measure with 
these days of the activities of co-operative credit institutions — 1 say 
that during the last few' years everyone engaged in this work and, among 
them, especially our Mini.ster and our Registrar, have been energetically 
try^g to make good the mistakes that have been accumulated since the 
work began in 1911. (Dr. Nai.ix.\ksha Sanyal: What about your own 
mistakes!^) 

May 1 appeal to you, Sir, for protection from these interruptions 
by Dr. Sanyal? If it is uece.ssary to call me to order, it is your 
privilege, Sir, and not Dr. SauyaTs. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to offer a reward if someone can 
by some means Mop his interruptions. (I.«aughter.) 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I will put my own point of view, and 
as 1 have explained I would agree tn support amendment No. 15, and 
also No. 14, if it were not for those lines which, I think, mean« 
ingless. 
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TIM Hon’IHt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs Sir, these 
three amendments, namely, Nos. 12, 14 and 15, seek to suggest the 
qualifications that the Registrar should have and to ensure that 
the officer to be appointed as Registrar has been rightly chosen, this 
ought to be done through the intervention of the Provincial Public 
Service Commission. So far as the qualifications are (‘oncerned, 
Government are no less anxious than my honourable friends T)r. Sanyal 
• and Mr. Satyapriya Banerji to find out the l)est officer available to 
undertake the responsibility of this office, as we seek not only to rehabi- 
litate the movement, but we also aspire that this movement in the near 
future may 1 h^ able to serve the best interests of the musses of this 
province. 

Sir. it has been said by Dr. Sanyal while he (luotes no less tlmn 
six different authorities beginning with Calvert and ending with the 
Royal Agricultural ('oininission as to what these abstract (pialificatioiis 
of the Registrar ought to be. If it were possible for Dr. Sanyal or 
for any of the authorities which he has be<*n go(»d enough to (jin»te to 
lay down a maxim which may very wgll he put in this Rill, no 
one would have been liappier than myself t(» agree t<* that suggestion 
at once. Rut, Sir. haNiug examined all these things, it is my mis- 
fortune that I do not timl any maxim of this nature which would 
a])ply to the office of the Registrar who is to take charge of the Co- 
operative Department ot the province. Sii-, he has (pioted PrcdVssor 
Sadetpie of the Islamiu ('ollegc* as well Sir, 1 was wrouhTing as tf» 
whether a eommon formuhi eouhl he devised on a comprehensive scale 

meet all these different ideas I am entirely at one \nth the views 
expiessed by six of my inmourahle friends who lent me their services 
as members of the Select (hmmiitfee (Rai Hahk.miHa NaTII CiiArimiTRi: 
Lent you services^t that the Registrar should have administrative 
experieme, should have a good record of administrative ability and 
should have sympath\ with the people of the province, and .s(» forth. 
Rut my friend Mr. Satyapriya Ranerji knows very well us a memlwu 
of the Select Committee that it was not jamsihlt^ U) estahlish a common 
fonnula to be put in in the Rill which would suit all the different 
requirements. 1 hope the House will he goml enough to lealise this 
that (iovernment are extremely anxious to have the serviies of the 
very best officer available for this purpose; and as It will Iw his primary 
duty to administer the Act, it will certainly lx? the duty of (loverninent 
to find out who that officer will lie. Bqf while Dr. Sanyal suggests 
Bome qualifications in bis amendment No, 14, Mr. Sibnath lianerjee 
18 good enough to leave it to Government to prescribe thorn* qualifica- 
tions. Mr. Sibnath Banerjee says tibnt he does not agree with 
Dr. Sanyal when he suggeatB that he should be an e<!onomisi, but be 
adds tha| this officer should be one who must have faith in the co- 
operative movement, and he argues that the days of private property 
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ownership must be said to be gone. He did not actually use the word 
‘'socialism,” but that might have been in his mind. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: 1 did use it. 


Th« Hon’Ma Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, ygu did 

not. These are the different things, Sir, that have been said, nnd I 
am sorry 1 am at a loss to find out what the common formula should be. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal; What about twelve^ I am coming to that 
immediately. Now, Sir, so far as the qualifications are concerned, I 
can assure the House that Government will certainly try to find the 
best otficer for this office of Registrar. As regards consulting the 
1‘roviiicial I*uhlic Service Oommissioii, I am sorry I do not see the 
force of this suggestion for it is not suggested that this appointment 
should iKi made on a direct basis. If that weie so, I could have under- 
stood the force of the suggestion that the Public Service Commission 
might be given a say in the matter. As he is to be already an officer 
of Government, either he must be chosen from among the general 
services which are under the <'ontrol of the Home Department or he 
must be promoted from the department itself. Nobody knows what is 
going to Iiappen in future. In either case it it is suggested that the 
Public Service Commission should be (‘on.^ulted, the position will be 
this. The records of all these officers will have to be placed before 
the Publi(- Service Commission which, I submit, is impossible. If 
on the other baud, Government are called upon to do the preliminary 
survey and cho(»se a few of these officers, the matter has to be left to 
Government and therefore it is unnecessary. 1 submit, therefore, that 
there is no force in the suggestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you want a division on all the three amend- 
ments ? 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tes, Sir, on each one separately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suppose you don’t want a division on amend- 
ment No. 14? 

Dir. nalinaksha SANYAL: All right, Sir, if you do not like 
I won’t press a division on amendment No. 14, but I want a division 
on amendments Nos. 12 and 16 independently. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the following proviso 
be added to clause 9, namely, — “provided that no person shall be 
appointed as Registrar unless he has a good record of admimstrntive 
ability, has had a sufficiently long experience pf Bengal vSl|ages aad 
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can freely talk and associate with the villagers, and is either a distin* 
fished economist or has undergone a period of special training for 
the purpose/’ was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 9, line 1, after 
the word ‘‘may” the following words he inserted, namely “on the 
recoi^jipendation of the Provincial Public Service Commission/’ was 
then put and a division taken with the following results: — 


AVf$— 8t. 


AM»I Walml, Maalvi. 

AS« HMMis Mrluir. 

AhmM Kluia, Mr. tyaS. 

AttnuMiia AfeM«i. Hr. 

Mr. F. 

••••rii. Mr. ••tya Sriyt. 

■aMrtM, Mr. tiSnath. 

Dr. larMh Chaairi. 
•araiaa, SaSa thyaaia PrauS. 
■aia, Mr. laatatS Kamar. 
•hawnlk. Dr. DaMaSa OhaMra. 
■a«M. late Lakthml Narayaa. 
Blavat, Mr. laraakra Aatk. 

•aaa, Mr. larat DkaaSra. 
Okakrakarty, Hr. JaUakra Natk. 
OkattapaSkyay, Mr. HaHpa^k. 
DkaaSkIrt, Ral HartaSra Natk. 

Dai Qapla. Daka Kkayaaira Natk. 
Dai tapta. trijat Nartapra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dktrtapra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraapra Natk. 

Datta HataaiPar. Mr. MlkaraaPa. 
taiPaPal Napaa, Kaai. 

•kata, Mr. Atal Krtikaa. 
MtaaPPIa AkaiaP. Mr. 

•apta,Hr. Paftak Ckaapra. 

•apta. Hr. 4 . N. 

Haaaa AH tkaarPkary, Hr. lyaP. 
PalalaPPta Naakaaiy. Hr. lyaP. 
Palw. Hr. I. D. 


Paaak Atl MaJuMpar. Haalvi. 

Kkaa. Mr. DaNaPra UM. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal OkaaPra. 

Kaapa. Mr. Nlakltka Natk. 

MaHt. Mr. Nlkaaja DakaH. 

Hattra, Mr. taraapn Makaa. 

Mali. Mr. APwalta Kaaiar. 

MaJaaiPar, Mr*. Naaiaprava. 

Mai. Mr. Iiarar OkaaPra. 

Maapal, Mr. Aairlla Lai. 

Maapal. Mr. PayaaPra Natk. 

MaaPal. Mr. Krlikaa PraiaP. 
Maairataaaiaa lalaaiakaPI. Haalaaa HP. . 
Mapkal Naiala. Mr. 

Makkarju, Mr. ■. 

MakkarJI, Dr. Ikarat OkaaPra. 

MalUck. Irfjat Aikataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Miai OkaaPra. 

Praaiaaik. Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

Nay. Mr. Okara Okaapra. 

Ray. Mr. KiikaH Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maaiaatka Natk. 
taayal. Dr. NaHaakika. 

•kakaPall, Mr. 

•kaaiaaPPIa AkaiaP. Mr. M. 

•laka, trtlat MaalaPra Dkaiaa. 
lar. Hr. Naraapra Kaaiar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaialkp Raajaa.. 
lawaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEf— 1«t. 


AkOiU Aill. Haateaa HP. 

AkPal Hata, Hr. Hina. 

Aktfal NafciPl, HaaM. 

AkiW Nkkia VHmnpart, HaaM MO. 

Akial NaaOP. Mr. A. H. 

Akiaiaakiar, MaaM. 

AkM Rkiar, Mr. (aiap Ul Maoli). 

Akial UM Mivaa, MaaM. 

AMal MalM, Mr. Oyti. 

AMal Wakak Nkaa, Mr. 

AMaNanH ■kNOMPi, Mr. 

AMar NaRPMa^'KIiM DaNaiaf A* P. H. 

AMwmTmnn^^ 

AMar Dawalt, M aa W . 

mm mm mt wm m* mmm rnmM, 


Akal Naakla, HaaHrC 
Akal Naatia AkiMi, Hr. 

Akal Qaaaaai, MaahrL 

Aakaryya Okaaikary, Makan|a laaM KkaCa, ill 
Maktapaka, Myaaaalafk. 

Aflak AN, Hr. • 

AkaMP AH Kaayalpart, Kkaa DafeaOar aaNlau. 
Aknai Naaala, Hr. 

AMasaiMa AkaMp, RUa DakaPar MaaM. 
AarttaHak, Kkaa laNIk HaaM. 

AMr AH •!% MaaM M4 
ANafarW AMn. Kkaa ■akaiar MP. 

Aikra OaH, Mr. H. 

Aakar AK, MaaM. 

•Muayia, llr Naary, Dari 
Mivaa, Hr. KaaM UL 
tkippiaiali, Hr.PL M. 

9m, Mr. Aiak at ikaaPm. 
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•M* fltl 9M KWI MM. 

MM, takfl MuHn mti. 
giUr, »r. VptUnM, 
farlMitf ««• •itwiMfl. Wr. M. 
ftafai HHf HM'M# «r. A. K. 
f ul«l Q««<lr, Klw« MliK»r MaaHri. 

Futar Raknaii. Mr. (DaMt). 

Faitar Rakaiaa, Mr. (My«aatlafk). 

«ataM larwar HtMlai. Mr. Ikak lyatf. 

RriMtki, Mr. 0. 

MtMikla Akai«4 Okaakkary. AlkakJ. 

Makikalla. tka Maa’Wa Raarakfakakar K., af Daaaa. 
•ftikaw, Mr. R. R. 

NaRiaMla Okaaikarl, Maaivi. 

NaailkaMla Akiaak. Kkaa lakik. 

Mtuaanaaiaa, Maaivi Mk. 

Hatktm All Kkaa. Kkaa Rakakar Maaivi. 

Ifailaa Marvkak, Mr». M. R. E. 

Matamaily kaaiakar, Kkaa takik Maaivi. 

Haywaak, Mr. Raiara. 

IkrH Akaiak Mia. Maaivi. 
liMkaai, Mr. M. A. H. 

4alalakkla Akaiak, Kkaa Rakakar Maaivi. 
Kakirakkia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakakar Maaivi. 

Kaaaaky, Mr. I. R. 

MaRragar. Mr. R. R. 

Maitakkia Akaiak. Dr. 

Maktak, Makarajkaaiar Ukay Okaak. 

Maktakakkia Akaiak, Kkaa Rakakar Maaivi. 
Maakai, Mr. Raaka Rakari. 

Maakal, Mr. kagat Okaakra. 

Maalrakkia Akkaak, Maaivi. 

Mariakla. Mr. P. J. 

Milai. Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Margaa, Mr. R.. 0.1. E. 


■ataoiMkl Nag. Maaivi HR. 

Makaoiaiak Ikrakioi, Maaivi. 

Makaaiaiak Itkagaa. Maaivi. 

MakaaiaMk laraO, Maaivi. 

MakaoiaiakOMkigaa. Kkaa Rakakar Or. lyak. 
Makaaiaiak OalalaMa, Kkaa gaklk Maal^ 
Makarlaa, Mr. Tarak Natk, M.R.E. 

MaMtk. Ika Maa’Mv Mr. Makaaka Rakary. 

Naaky, tka Naa*kla Mafcaraja Iriaakaakva, i 
Oaaiiaikaiar. 

RaaaraNak, Nawakiaka K. 

Railoiakkla, tka Haa’kit Kkaraja Sir, K.O.I.E. 
Rakmaa, Kkaa Rakakar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tka Han'Ma Mr. Frataaaa Dak. 

Ray. Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. FaUraai. 

Oakaka Aiaai, Mr. lyak. 

•airakkia Akaiak, NaJI. 

•aaaallak. Al-Haj Maalava Dr. 

•arkar, Raka Makkaaakaa. 

•aataaa, Mr. Rakart 

laa, Rai Rakakar kagnk Okaakra. 

larajal laiaai, Mr. 

Ikakakakkia, Mr. Kkwaja, O.R.E. 

•haaiiakkia Akmak Kkaakkar, Mr. 
lirkar, Raka LHta Maaka. 
laiHk, Mr. H. Rrakaat. 

Itavaa, Mr. k. W. R. 
lakrawaNy. tka Haa'Ma Mr. M. t. 

Tamitakkla Kkaa, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 
ratal Akaiak Okaakkary, Maaivi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WkHakaak, Mr. R. R. 

Warkawartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaauf AM Okawkkury. Mr. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaakkary, Maaivi. 


The Ayes beiiijf 59 and the Noes 106. the motion was lost. 

The motion ot Mr. Satyai>riya Banerjee that the following provioo 
be a.bled to clause 9, namely,— “provided that a person appointed to 
be Itegistrar of Co-opei*ative Societies for Bengal, and persons appointed 
to assist him, shall hold such qualifications as may be prescribed, 
was then put and a division talcen with the following result: — 


AYES-44. 


Akkai Wakak, Maaivi. 

Aka Natiaia larkar, Maaivi. 

Akal Pan, Mr. Mk. 

Aakarn* Okaakkary, Makarata Oaikl Kaata, al 
Maktagatka, MyaMiitlagk. 

AkoMk Kkaa, Mr. Oyak. 

Aalaiakkia AkaMk, Mr., 

Raaarll, Mr. F. 

Raaarlaa, Mr. FraaMHMaotk Nalk. 
laaadti Mr* Oatya Fvlya. 


Sanaa, Raka Fraaikart. 

Raroiaa, Raka OkyaoM Ffiaak. 
■aaa, Mr. O aa k iik Kaaiar. 
•kkMMk, »r. Raktoka Rkaak fa . 


Slsvaa, Raka Ukakaii Rarayaa. 
RItwaa, Mr. Oaiaokra Natk. 

Raaa, Mr. iarat Okaakra. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. kaMakra Natk. 
OkattayakOpay, Mr. Naripaka. 
OkaakkaH, Rai Naraakra NalR. 
Dat. Raka R a k k a aatk 
Daa Rapla, Raka Kkataakra Nalk. 
Das Rayta, OfUat Naraakra RaER. 
Dalla. Mr. Rkkaakra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Mar aakra Nalk. 

Dalla MaiaaMar, Mr. M M a r a a ia. 
loikakol Nagoa, Kaal. 
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NMM Ai tlMvAkarf . Mr. SfML 
NulMny, Mr. tyi, 

Htar I* D 

J«Mi» All Mftlswiar, liaalvl. 

KhM, Mr. tafeaiMni UH. 

K«aar. Mr. Atal etaMra. 

KaaAa, Mr. NItIrftfca Natk. 

Maltra, Mr. taraaira Malna. 

MaJI, Mr. Akaatta Kaaar. 

Maiaaiar, Mn. Haaaprava. 

« Mai. Mr. Iiwv Okaakra. 

MaaAal, Mr. Jaftakri Natk. 

Maakal, Mr. Krtokaa Praaai. 
MaalraMaaaa Islaaakak. Maalaaa Mk. 
Makkal HtMia, Mr. 

Makarjaa. Mr. Tarak Natk, M. ■. E. 


Makkarjaa, Mr. •, 

" MakkarJU Or. Ikarat OkiaMra. 
MaWak, trtlat Aakataak. 

Ilaaiar. Mr. Hta tkaaira. 

Paia. Mr. taraka Praaaaaa. 
Praaaalk* Mr. Tarialekaraa. 

Ray. Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatka Walk. 

•aayal. Dr. Nallaaktka. 

•aa, Rai Rakakar kayaak Okaakra. 
tkakakaH, Mr. 

^ tkaaMMkkIa Akaiak, Mr. M. 

•iaka. Irljat Maalakrt Rkaaaa. 
•ar. Mr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 
Warkavartk. Mr. W. 0. 

Zamaa. Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEi 104. 


Akkal Afti, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Naki, Mr. Mina. 

Akkal Hala, Mr. Mia. 

Akkal Nafciia. Maalvi. 

Akkal Nakiai VikraaiM'i. Maalvi Mk. 

AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal kakkar, Maalvi. 

AMal Kakar, Mr. (atlaa Ul Maak.) 

AMal Utn tit was, Maalvi. 

Akkal Majlk. Mr. tyak. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa. Mr. 

AMalta-al MakaiMk Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa Kkaa Rakakar A. F. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa likkiki. Mr. 

AMar RaackM Makaiaak Mr. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa lakik Maalvi t. 

AMar Raaaak, Maalvi. 

AMal tkakaak, Maalvi Mk. 

AkMar Rata Okaarkkary, Kkaa RakMar Maalvi. 
Akai Naaklai, Maalvi. 

Akal Haaaia Akaiak, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaai, MaalvL 
Altak All, Mr. 

AkaMk All laayvtMrl. Kkaa Rakakar Maalaaa. 
AkaMk Haaaia, Mr. 

AlfatakMa AkaMk, Kkaa Rakakar MaalvL 
AaMaaUa, Kkaa taklk Maalvi. 

Aailr All Mta, Maalvi Mk. 

Aaararal Aalai. Kkaa Rakakar MC 
Atkrafall. Mr. M. 

Atkar AN, Maalvi. 

Rkkaiyra, Mr Naary, Rart 
RIawaa, Mr. RaMk LaL 
Rkipp w k al i, Mr. k. W. 

Oai, Mr. Aaakal OkaaMa. 

Daa, Rai Saklk KIrH Rkaaaa. 

Oaaa, Raka D akaakra Halk. 


rarkak Han Rkawikary, Mr. M. 
ruM Nat, ika Maa*Ma Mr. A. R. 


PMlal QiaMr, Kkaa Rakakar MaatvL 
Pmar Rakaiaa, Hr. (Oaaaa). 


PaMar 


IHyaMaaiagk). 

Al. Hr. Rkak iyai. 


Of aaakMa AkOak O k aarkk a ry , ANMki. 


Nakikallak, tka Naa’kia Nawak Rakakar lU H 
Dawa. 

Nakkaw, Mr. R. R. 

MaRiakkla OkaakkaH, Maalvi. 

NaaiMakkla Akaiak, Kkaa kaklk. 

Naiaaatiaaiaa, Maalvi Mk. 

Naikaai All Kkaa. Kkaa Rakakar Maalvi. 

Haiiaa Marakak, Mn., M.R.I. 

Nataaiaily kaaiakar, Kkaa lakik Maalvi. 

Nayaaak, Mr. Raftn. 

Ikrii Akaiak Mia. Maalvi. 
tipakaai, Mr. M. A. N. 
kalalakkia Akaiak. Kkaa Rakakar Maalvi. 
Kaklrakkla Kkaa, Kkaa Rakakar MaalvL 
Kaaaaky, Mr. I. R. 

McRrtfar. Mr. R. R. 

MaRiakkla AkaiN, Or. 

Maktak, Makaralkaaiar llkay Okaak. 

Malitakakkia AkaiM, Kkaa Rakakar MaalvL 
Maakal, Mr. kagat Okaakra. 

Maalrakkia Akkaak, Maalvi. 

Marlakla, Mr. P. k. 

Mllaa, Mr. 0. W. 


Margaa, Mr. 0.. 0. 1. E. 

Mataamal Nay, Maalvi Mk. 

Makaanaak Ikraklai, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiak likataa, Maalvi. 

Hakaaiaiak linNL Maalvi. 

Makaaiank Hkkltaa, Kkaa Rakakar Dr. tyak. 
MakaaiaMk laiafaiBa, Kkaa lakik Maalvi. 

MaWak, tka Maa'M# Mr. Hakaaia Rakary. 

Naaky, tka Naa’kta Makaraia Irtaakaakra, at 


Ratlaikkkki, tka Naa*kla Kkarala llr, K.i.1.1. 


Ray, Mr. DkMaa|ay. 


Itiraikla Akaaak, MaJL 
laiiakRtk, Al-NkJ MaWa ai Dr. 
tartir, Raka M a iRwRa k . 
taa lw a , Mr. RaOait 
•artlW Morl Hr. 
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iftaMNMMta. mr. Kuwait, 0. •• I. 
•lM»aaMla Afc»M KImUIuu'. Mr. 
Ilriar. tafta Utta Mnaia. 

•aiHli, Mr. H. Irabant. 

Ilavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
laliraMrartfy, flit Maa’Ma Mr. H. 1. 
TaailtaMia Kkaa, tlw Nta'M* Mr. 




Tatol Aliaia4 OfeawManr, Maaivi NaH. 
Watktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Mr. R. B. 

Vataf Mina. 

Yataf All Ckaaikary. Mr. ^ 
Zakar Aknai Okaaikary, HaalvL 


The Ayes beiuj? 64 and Noes 104, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the • 
existing clause 9 be renumbered as sub-cdaiise (J) of that clause and the 
following sub-clauses be added thereafter, namely: — 

(^) Tlie Provincial (Icivernment shall appoint an Advisory Com- 
mittee, which shall consist of — 

{i) one member duly elected b\ the Bengal IVovincdal Co-o]>erative 
Bank at a meeting specially convened for the purpose in 
accordance wdtb its bye-laws; 

(li) one member duly elected by the Bengal Co-operative Alliance 
at a meeting specially convened for the purpose in accord- 
ance with its bye-laws; 

iiii) one member duly elected by the Central Banks in the manner 
prescTibed ; 

(//’) one (yo-ojierative expert appointtvl liy the Provincial Govern- 
ment ; 

(r) one economic* expert appointed alternately by the Fniversities 
of (’alcutta and Dacca; 

(ri) one member appointed by the Beseive Bank of India; 

{ni) five members elec*ted by the members of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly by the method of single transferable vote; 
and 

(riii) two members deeded by the members of the Bengal I^egis- 
lative Council by the method of single transferable vote. 

(3) The term of office of, the procedure to be followed by, the 
qiicirum at a meeting of, and the manner of filling casual vacancies 
among, members of the Advisory Committee shall be such as may 
be prescribed. 

{4) The duties of the Advisors- Committee shall be: — 

(a) to advise the Registrar on all matters of policy affecting the 
Co-operatiye movement, particularly when there is to be a 
departure from an accepted policy or when a new policy 
has to be laid dowm; 

{b) to advise the Registrar in respect of matters referred to in 
sections 52(c), 53(4){c); • 
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(c) to advise the Registrar in i||g^d to any matter relating to the 
Co-operative movement which may be referred to it by him 
irom time to time ; 

(</) to advise the Provincial (foverniiieiit in respect of mutters 
referred to in sections 8, 10, .‘18. ab ; and 

(e) to advise the Provimial (jovernment in matters whiih may be 
referrt'^l to it by the Provincial Government fiiim time to 
lime. 


I have, Mr. Deputy Speaker, at some length dwelt on the a<l visibi- 
lity «)f the api)ointnient <»f an u(jKisor\ <*<»mmittee in my note of ilissent. 
I have noted there “from the ver\ iiKM'ptioii it was the mowtal inten- 
tion of the (Tovernment to make the mo\ement popular and self- 
(h'pendent. The fuel, liowever, is that the movement began us an official 
one and has been (ontiniung a^ sneh and the official control, instea<l of 
having slackened, has largely inc'reasetl and depariment4d interfcrern'C 
instea*! of being diminished has been also on the increase and that in 
spite of the declaration oi the Goveinment and persistent insistema* of 
non-official co-operators to de*officialis(‘ it.” 

In this connection 1 may also rett‘r to the speccfi which the Hon’ble 
l! e Chief Miuistci delivered during the discussion oi the Budget 
demand. Pf-Pt, wherein he said, “the movement should be ••ntirely a 
people's movement (iovernmeiit should have as little to do with it 
as possible, but in couist. oi time the m<»vement became oificialised 
and I regret that at ihe present moment it is over-otiicialised. ” in 
order tliut this o\ m-ntin i. dis.it ion ma> he giv<‘n some check, in ord(*r 
that the intention of the (loveinment with which the\ began the mo^’e- 
ment may he partiallv traiishtted into action and iua\ he givrm uhape, 
I have projmsed tlie constitution of an advisory committee. My oliject 
in doing so i.s not to set up a paralhd organization in fij)position to tiio 
Registrar^ but a (ommittee which is designed ior tlie purpose of help- 
ing him, which is designed for the purpose of assisting him, which is 
designed for the purpose of furnishing him with the popular opinion 
which is absolutely essential for the suciessful development and 
progress of the movement. The McLagaii (h)iiimittee in their report 
said, “New means and methods to attain fresh ends must constant ly be 
dirw'Uased and deviseil.” May I ask the llon’ble Minister in chaige— 
disr usaed with whom ^ Discussed certainly not in a vacuum, discussed 
certainly not with the sulxirdinate officers of the department who will 
more often than not ditto their chief, but di»cu.s»ed with those who 
really lake an interest in the movement, discussed with lho.se who have 
faith in this movement, with those who have a genuine love for the 
movement. And out of that discussion means will have to be devised. 
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That was the emphatic opinion of the McLagan Committee whose report 
is even now a classic document on Jitdian Co-operation. What I ppn tem- 
plate is not a committee for the purpose of administration, but a com- 
mittee which is charged with the task of advising the Eegistrar and 
Government in the matter of formulation of measures and plans for the 
successful development of a genuine co-operative movement. Its 
further task will be to watch the execution of measures and schemes 
which are devised and accepted as the outcome of the discussions with 
the Registrar and the Government and which will be carried into 
action by the department. If this committee is really a well-planned, 
active and live organization — and there is no reason why it should 
not he so if my amendment is accepted, as I have tried to make the 
constitution of the committee as pojnil^r and as representative of the 
wishes of the people as it can be — 1 am sure there is no reason why it 
should not prove to be an effective agency in guiding the movement 
in the right direction and achieving the results expected of it. Sir, 
this suggestion is not new. It has been the opinion, as I have already 
noted in niy Note of Dissent, of the Recess Committee on the establish- 
ment of a l)e])artment (d' Agriculture and Industries for Ireland in 
1890, I do not know if the Hon’ble the Minister in cliarge has ever 
heard of this committee and its report. It has been also recommend- 
ed by the Mysore Committee on Co-operation of 19d0. It has also the 
HUpi)ort of Mr. Mudaliar, an e\-Joint Registrar of Madras, who was the 
officer in charge''for conducting an iiH[uiry into tlie condition of the 
co-operative movement in Orissa and reporting (Ui it. and this is also 
the opinion (»f the ex-Fimitice Minist<»r of Bengal, Mr. Nalini Ranjan 
Snrker, who in his excellent note on the Problem of Rural Credit has 
suggested the constitution (d’ a (Vntral Advisory Board. Lastly, Sir, 
I ina.N nd'er to tlm opinion of the Madras (’ommittee on Co-operation 
wlbuh Iras tinislied its labours, an opinion whic h deserves consideration 
of all right-thinking men and which has ver\ kindly been sent to me 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Ramdas Pantalu, a prominent member of the com- 
mittee. From that I find that they have also accepted the provision of 
a standing committee and another advisory committee, which go to show 
that the constitution of an advisory committee has been accepted as a 
principle everywhere, and 1 ht»iK‘ the Hon’ble Minister in charge will 
see his way to accept it in principle and to accept the amendment as I 
have put it before the House. If the Government, or, for the matter of 
that, the Minister in charge is really anxious to develop the movement 
on sound co-operative lines, if he really means to do any good to those 
ill-fed, ill-bousml, ill-clothed millions of the people of this province 
through co-operation, let him know what the feeling of non- 
official civoperators is. Let him know what they think to be the right 
line in which the movement has got to be directed. Let him know 
what they wish the movement to be. and then let him through his 
department carry out those wishes. I am sure that if this is done, the 
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whole4ibject of the movement will be achieved and the movement itself 
will have served its purpose. 

With these words, Sir. I commend my amendment to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
sorry I have to oppose this amendment. Sir, my friend Mr. »Satyn- 
priya Bancrjee asks if the Government, or, for the matter of that, the 
MinTster in charjre of tlie department, is anxious to develop the move- 
ment on sound lines based on jtopular approval, he would he jrood 
enouf?h to accept his su^^cstitui. Sir, 1 can onl\ assure him that the 
Government are extremel\ anxious to see that the movement i.s not 
only developed hut that it fuiu tions properly to meet the requirements 
of those for whom it is intended. Hut I am sorry 1 cannot .see eye to 
eye with him with re^?ard to the remedy he has sujjjrested, namely, that 
a committee of this nature will he aide *to work wonders overnight hy 
which whatever defects have been found in the movement so far, will 
be ixmiedied and nothing will he left for rectifieatidn and that every 
one of us will he extreme]> hapjiy. 

Xow’, Sir, M) far as this amendment is concerned, it relates to tw'o 
particular matters, Tlie first part of it has reference to the constitu- 
tion f»f a committee and tlie secoml part of it sufif^e.sts what the duties 
of such a committee, if set up, will he. Sir, I will not ^o into details, 
hut 1 will only show this that so far us No. (in) of sub-clause (2) of his 
amendment is conceriuMl, the sugg<*stion is iiuule that one memlier is to 
be duly electe<l hv the Central Hanks in the manuer prescrilnnl. Sir, 
nothing is more impo.ssihle than a task of this nature wdiere it is 
desij^iied that the 12(1 Central Hunks functioning in the province wdll 
meet together for a purposi' of this nature. As 1 have said if 1 have 
time enough I would have shown hy an analysis of each one of these 
items that the task is an impossible one. 

With reganl to the duties, my friend Mr. Hanerjee has quoted his 
own note of dissent ap|>ended to the report of the Select Committee to 
show that a committee of this nature has the support of various 
authoritie.3. If that were so. we should have expected some of the 
provinces of India to accept a suggestion of tlii% nature. But, so far 
as I know, none of the provinces have done so. On the contrary, Bir, 
if a committee of ihi.s nature were set up, it would only art as an inter- 
ference with the normal activities of the department. My friend 
Mr. Hanerjee asks with whom we are going to have discussions. We 
must have some agencies with whom we must have discussions as to 
how the movement should W conducted. If I may remind him, there 
are the Central Hanks, there is the Provincial Bank, there is the Provin- 
cial Legislature and there are occasional conferences where discussions 
are held as to what the defects are and how' to remoye them and also 
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the lines alon^f whirh the movement should be conducted. In that view 
of thal matter, T do not see any justification for accepting a proposition 
of this nature. I will not tire the House with a longer speech and with 
these words, T oppo.M* tht» amendment. 

Tile motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that the existing clause 9 
be renumln'red as sub-clause (/) of that clause and the following sub- 
clauHi's l>e added thereafter, namely: — 

(2) The Provincial Government shall appoint an Advisory pom- 
mittce, which shall consist of — 

(/) one rnemlHU- duly elected by the Bengal Provincial Co-operative 
Bank at a meeting s]>ecially convened for the purpose in 
accordaiK'e with its bye-laws; 

{n) one member duly elected by tlie Bengal (\)-oi)erative Alliance at 
a meeting s])e(‘ially convened for the purpose in accordance 
with its bye-laws; 

(///) one member duly elected by the Ctudral Banks in the manner 
pr('scril>ed ; 

(ir) one Co-optTative expert appointed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment ; 

(/’) (MIC economic ex])ert ap|)ointe<l alternattdy b\ the Vniversities of 
('ulcuttu and l)ac(‘a; 

(r/) one member appointed by the Reserve Bank of India; 

(c//) live members (dected by the members of the Bengal Legislative 
As.semblv by the method ol single transferable vote; and 
(rui) two meiuhers elected hy the memhers of the Bengal Legislative 
(hmncil hy the method of single transferable vote. 

(ti) The term of otlice of, the procedure to be followed by, the quorum 
ut a meeting of, and the manner of filling casual vacancies among, 
memlH'rs of the Advisory Committee shall be such as may be prescribed. 

(4) The duties of the Advisory Committee shall he : — 

(o) to advisi^ the Registrar on all matters of policy affecting the 
Co-oi>erative movement, particularly when there is to l)e a 
departure from an accepted poli(y or when a new policy has 
to be laid down ; 

(h) to advice the Registrar in respect of matters referred to in 
sections “>2(r), od{*/)(cl; 

(c) to advise the Registrar in regard to any matter relating to the 

Co-operative movement which may W referred to it by him 
from time to time; 

(d) to advise the Provincial Government in respect dt matters 

referred to in sections 8, 10. 38, 55; and 
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(e) to advise the Provincial Government in matters which may be 
referred to it by the Provincial Government from time to 
time. 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(^At this stage, the House was adjourned for ’20 minutes.) 

(A fter (nl jounnnvnt . ) 


(louse 11. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir. 1 beg to move that in 
clause 1 1, line> 1-2, ih^* \\nrtK “ami of any lules*’ he omitted. 

1 also beg to move lliat after clause 11, the following new claii.m' Ims 
inserted, uamel\ : — 

“(//.I) A Societx shall he deenoMl to })romote the comnom economic 
interests of its memhors in ac<ordance with co-operative principles if 
its memhrrship is opm to all having sueh (‘omimm «‘conomic iiiterest, 
if ili(‘ meinheis have an e(jual \a)ie(* in its iminageimoit , make approxi- 
mately <H)ual (tmtrihulions to its capital and husiness and derive 
proport KUial services and henefits.*' 

Sir, m\ object in debating the uonls “ami of an,\ rules” is to take 
away from Government, the power of interfering with the autonomy 
of the societies, the ver> toundation of the wiiole thing. (Mauae 11 
says, “subject to the provisions of this Act and of any Itules.” We 
do not know what th4*s4* rules will be and these rules also will not l>e 
subject, as it now stands, tc» the appn»val of tlie Legi-slature, hut tliey 
will Ik* simply the fiat of the exemitive tiovcinnH‘nt and as such, in a 
matter whiidi is ver\ vital to a sociei\ I would pr(»]K)s4' ilie deletion of 
the wmrds “and of any rules.” 1 would remimi the House that the 
Committef on Ministers’ powers of 19d2 distiiM‘tl\ lays dow'ii that ‘‘the 
system of delegated legislation, namely, legislaUon hy riilcH is hoth 
legitimate and constitutionally desirable for certain purposes within 
certain limits, and under certain safeguard.s.” And I do not know if, 
at all, these limit.s and these purposes and these safeguards will be 
properly looked into. Sir, next in importance to clause 9 — 1 may even 
add equally important as clause 9 — is this dau.se. If the Registrar’s 
appointment is important, so also is the registration of a society under 
this clause none the less important, I may even add that it is more 
important Wause the Registrar exists for the soc iety and not the society 
for the Registrar. 1 nuiy refer 
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Mfi SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, so far as amendment No, 21 is 
concerned, don’t you think that it is an expression of opinion? Yon 
«ay — ‘‘A society shall be deemed to promote the common economic 
interests,” etc. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: No, Sir, it is not an opinion. 
It is the universally accepted definition of a co-operative society. The 
Act suffers under a very jrreat defect on account of the absence of such 
definition. However, I will come to that later on. 

In the clause there is reference to “division” and “amalgamation.” 
I suppose the Hon’ble Minister in charge has in view only rules to be 
framed for the purpose of amalgamation or division, but even 
then I would submit to him that these are very important matters 
and should l>e incorporated in the Act itself and not left to be decided 
by rules. Let him frame certain clauses by following the lines adopted 
in the Madrn.s Act along with the proposed amendments recommended 
by the Madras Committee on Co-operation. In this connection I 
would refer to the Registrar’s note on the draft Bill of 19*36. page 41 
of the Yellow Book, which was (irculated to us in the Select Com- 
mittee. There he says: “With a view to improving the condition of 
societies, it is necessar} to split up unwieldy societies into workable 
units as also to amalgamate two or more societies which have been 
languishing for want of scope of further expansion. There was no 
statutory provision in the Act or in the rules indicating the procedure 
in the matter particularly in regard to the adjustment of funds. These 
new' clauses have accordingly been adopted from the Madras Act, 1932, 
which appear to be suitable.” But somehow or other for reasons best 
known to the Minister and the Registrar they Inive found it advisable 
to go back upon their former recommendations and come before us with 
this clause for aci'eptance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, 1 understand it now. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE. Therefore, my submission to 
the Hon’ble Minister is to look up the Madras Act, particularly the 
sections relating to amalgamation and division and insert them in this 
Bill and if that is dohe, the provision of these rules will be redundant. 

Mr, I. G. KENNEDY: Sir, I beg to move that after clause ll(^) 
the following new’ sub-clause be added, namely : — 

“(J) No society, other than a society of which any member is ft 
co-operative society, shall be registered under this Act which does not 
consist of at least 10 p**r8ons above the age of 18 years and, where the 
objects of the society include the creation of funds to be lent to its 



1940 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


57 


members, unless such persons reside in the same town or village or in 
the same group of villages.” 

This amendment, Sir, seeks to incorporate in the Bill the minimum 
membership provisions of the 1912 Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. so far 
as amendments Nos. 20 and 21 moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Satyapriya Bauerjee are concerned, I am sorry to say that he is 
perhaps labouring under some misapprehension. It will Ik» imperti- 
nent on my part if I were to tell the House that an Act of this nature 
cannot be comprehensive and thereffire we have got to settle the 
details in the rules to be framed under the Act for the purpose of carry- 
ing out the objects of the Act. Therefore, Sir, it follows that the 
details have got to be laid down in the rules and not oinitUMl if 
Government were to act within the power that they will have under 
this Act. 

Amendment No. 21 seeks to define the words “common economic 
interests.” 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I have not said anything about 
it yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought that you had finished already. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: No, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Banerjee 
referred me to the Madras Act of 1932. I have in my hand the Madras 
Act of 1932 where in section 4 they say: “A Society which has us its 
object the promotion of common economic interest in accordance with 
co-operative principles ” should be registered. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I referred to the Madras Act 
only for the deletion of the rules. 

Tfia Hon*bl« Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

this question is concerned, Sir, I submit with all*respect to the House 
that if we were to accept the amendment of Mr. Banerjee, the forma- 
tion of societies will certainly be restricted, and it will introduce 
academic controversies in the movement itself. I have, therefore, to 
oppose both the amendments moved by Mr. ^Satyapriya Banerjee. " 

With regard to the amendment moved by Mr. Kennedy, I can only 
assure him that his idea is exactly what we have in view. We shall 
certainly 4iave adult persons and we shall have a sufficient number to 
be grouped together to form a society. I hope he will see the difficulty ^ 
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that we cannot have a provision of this nature in the Act, but all these 
details about formation of a society will certainly appear in the rules, 
and I would request him to accept this assurance of mine and be good 
enough to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. I. C. KINNEOY: Sir, in view of the assurance of the 
Hon ’hie Miriislor, I Ix^g leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. I. G. Kennedy that after clause 11 ( 2 ) the 
following new sub-clause be added, namely — 

“(J) No society, other tlian a society of which any member is a 
co-operative society, shall be registered under this Act wliioh 
does not consist of at least 10 persons above the age of 18 
.>ears and, where the objects of the society include the 
creation of funds to be lent to its members, unless such 
persons reside in the same town or village or in the same 
group of villages,” 

was then b> leave (jf the House withdrawn. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, may I now speak on 
amendiiMMit No. 21 ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, if \ou wish to. I thought >ou had finished 
speaking on it. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: No. no, Sir. It i.s very strange 
and t»e( uliar that a co-operative society has not been defined in a Bill 
which is styled the C()-o]>erative Societies Bill. A co-operative society 
has Wn defined as a ‘‘society registeretl or deemed to be registered 
under this Act.’ According to clause 11 — “a s(;ciety which has as its 
object the promotion of the common economic interests of its members 
in accordance with co-operative principles’ ’ may be registered under 
this Act. It amounts to this, that a co-operative society is one which 
acts in accordance with co-operative principles. And what are those 
co-operative jirinciples ? The Act is silent and leaves it entirely to the 
sweet will of the Registrar. I could imagine that at the beginning 
of the movement it was not possible to define “co-operation,” but after 
35 years it is eertaiuly possible to define what co-operative principles 
are. I am quoting from the opinion which we received from the late 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Rai Sushil Kumar Ganguly 
Bahadur. It reads as follows: — 

“Whatever justification there might have been at the outset in the 
absence of sufficient experience regarding co-operative sdbieties in 
India to indicate no more than a few general outlines and to leave it to 

m. 
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selected officials to study tile luoveiueiit in other countries and to adapt 
to local conditiouH the essential principles of co-operation, there is 
hardly any such justification now in view of the ample experience which 
has since been acquired in India and abroad and the voluminous litera- 
ture on all aspects of co-operation which has since been published. ” 

I shall now quote from the “Dip^est of I’o-operutive Law at Home 
and Abroad” by Margaret Digby of the Horace Plunkett Foiindation, 
the well-known centre of information on co-operative movement 
throf^hout the world. There it \'< stated that “a co-operative society 
may be described in general terms as an association with economic 
aims formed by and frccl\ o)»cn to persons having needs in common 
w]jo have an e(|iial voice in its management, make ap])rjiximately equal 
contributions to its capital and business and derive proportional ser- 
vices and benefits.” Sir, these words I have exact Iv n noted in my 
amendment, and I think the Hon’hle Minister in charge will have no 
difficulty in defining what co-operative ])rinci]>h‘s art* and act'ojtting the 
uuiversalh accepted tiefinition t>l these c(»-operative )»rinci])lcs. 

With tlieso words, Sir, 1 commend m\ motion to tlie acceptamn* ttf 
file House. 

The motion of Mr. Sat\apn\a Banerjet* that in danse 11, lines 1-2, 
the wolds “and of aiiN rules” be omitted, was th(*n pul ami lost. 

The imttion itf Mr. Sutyupriya Banerjee that after clause 11, the 
following new clause be inserted, namel\ , — 

} A society shall be deemed to promote the common economic 
interests of it.s members in actaodance with co-operative 
jirinciples if its membershi]) is o]>en to all having smd) com- 
mon economic interests, if the membeis have an equal voi(*e 
in its management, make approximate) \ e<|nal contrihutioris 
to its cupit.d ami business ami derive proportional scrvicc.s 
and benefits,” 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 11 stand pan ot the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Cl/nne 72, 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sii, I heg to move that 
in clause 12, in line I, before the wor<l “unles.**” at the beginning, the 
following words be inserted, namelv : — 

“A society may be registered either with limited or with unlimited 
liability as the members may ilesire, provirjed that”. 
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Sir, I do not pretend to have any expertAnowledg“e on this subject. 

I would he simply stupelied if the Hon'ble Minister in reply would come 
forward with the philosophy of co-operation, ita economic implicitions 
and its political bearings. Sir, as a layman, I understand that these 
societies are self-governing institutions and they must have the option 
to choose between limited liability and unlimited liability. Sir, the exist- 
ing conditions of the societies as we find are that for the default of one, ^ 
innocent members are jmnished. By way of illustration, I should like 
to suggest that A is a member and at the same time a borrowei' and 
unfortunately he is also a defaulter. B is a member but neither is he 
a borrower nor is be a defaulter. But, Sir, under the 
existing circumstances, the holding, the property including fhe 
bullocks, seeds and everything of that innocent member B is 
at stake. Sir, so far as 1 know, even the societies have 
not the option — the power — to liquidate or to wind up their business 
if they so choose. So. Sir, I have suggested that these societies must 
have the option to choose whether their business, their concerns, ^heir 
co-operative societies should be limited or unlimited. Sir. in all fair- 
ness they should be limited concerns. Bui, Sir, I have not .suggested 
that at all. I have left it entirely to the option of the members of 
the societies. (Rai Harkndu.^ N.ath Chaudhuri : How is that 
freedom taken away?) By section 12. My amendment gives the 
power to the society as to whether it would be a limited or unlimited 
concern . 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hasbemy, will you move your amendment 
No. 2(i? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Yes, Sir. 1 beg to move 
that clause l2(o) (//) be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Banerjee, are you moving your amendments 
Nos. 24 and 27? 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Yes. Sir. 

Sir, I beg to move that clause 12(fl) be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the following provisos be added to 
clause 12, namely : — 

“Provided that the liability of a society whose objects include the 
creation of funds to be lent to its members and of which the majority 
of members are agriculturists may, at the option of its mJiubers, be 
limited or unlimited. 
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Provided, further, that in the .case' of limi^^ed^iability societies, po 
share shall he withdrawable' except in accordance w*ith the by-laws/’ 

.* » ' 

S^, this clause is the foundation on which the wliole superstructure 

of tSe Bill rests and dn the proper decision arrived at bv the House 
with regard to this clause will depend also the future of the oo-opera- 
tive societies and along with it of the movement and the people. The 
clause, as it stands, does not leave any option to the members us to the 
» liability they have to meet if the society goes into liquidation. All 
rural societies will have to be registered as unlimited liability societies 
and such the liability will be unlimited whether they like it or not. 

Sir, the history of the movement has been a chequered one and one 
tries in vain to make a correct estimate of the effects of unlimited 
liability on it. The only authoritative opinion on the results of 
unlimited liability is the opinion of the McLagan (’ommittee which says 
that from the inception of the movement till the writing of the Report 
only fourteen societies in Bengal were liquidated, and on the study of 
these re.-^ults they came to the c(»nclusion that unlimited liability socie- 
ties are the best for the rural people and that the apprehension that it 
will keep awa\ the s(»lvent agriculturists is unfounded. As 1 have said 
in my note of dissent, let me read out the relevant portion of it; — 

“The foregoing (qiinion of the McLagan (’ommittee cannot be 
accepted at its face value, because during the course of the first ten 
years tlie effects -of unlimited liabilit\ could not have been studied in 
its }>ro])er perspective, as only 14 societies bail been dissolved and 
liquidated during the above period. Since then — I mean since 
the writing of the Report of the McLagan ( ’ommittee-- how^ever, 
we do not get any reference a.s to the effect of the working of the prin- 
ciple of unlimited liability on the members of co-operative smu'eties 
in the annual reports, although quite a large number of these societies 
go into liquidation every year and, as a conseijuenco, unlimited liability 
must have come into play. Obviously its application in any given case 
must result in loss and often in great misery to, and ruin of, the 
members for whose benefit the societies were fonned, besides shaking 
the confidenie in the movement over a considerable area.” 

I am sure the Hon’ble Minister df)es not want the confidence of the 
rural people to be shaken in the movement. Them my note of dissent 
goes on further;— 

*‘If it is contended that unlimited liability has not been or 

will not be enforced, it must be admitted that it has been a dangerous 
sham and that a fraud has been perpetrated on the creditors in that it 
has served to create a false sense of security in them.” 

A sense of security is created in the depositors by saying that your 
money is •safe and secure, and unlimited liability will be applied in 
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case of liquidatiou. at long last we find that the enforcement of 
unlimited liability is a mere hoax and bluff alfid the creditor’s fate under 
the circuinstaiices can liest be imagined than described. 

iVnt orjly tliat. “The present Ilegistrar in Ink scheme of rehabilita- 
tion of the co-operative movement has indicated the danger of serious 
agrarian troubles to which the realisation of assets of societies may 
lead. In either case, therefore, unlimited liability has no justifica- 
tion." Here let me give the opinion of the Madras Committee on Co- 
oi)eration presided over by Sir T. Vijayaraghava Acbariar. That com- 
mittee consisted of !J1 members of leading co-operators of the province 
of Madru.s. Out of this 2\y K> were definitely in favour of limited 
liahilit\ and the minority of six was in favour of unlimited liability. 
Even those six sa\ that in view of the weight of the opinion of the 
maj(jnty the> do not (1 mean tlie minorit\ ) wish to prevent experi- 
mentation in this matter. Taking into consideration all a^^pects of the 
question they are strongly of the (q>iiiion that tlie reijuirenuuits of the 
situation can be met if in future societies are formed on the basis of 
limited or unlimited liability according as the opinions in the particular 
aiM'as in which the .societies are to be formed demand, and this is exactly 
wdiat i.s provided for in my amemlment, if it is accMq^ted. The majority 
could not agree even to this demand which, if acce])ted by the majority, 
would make the report unanimous. The majority, however, came to 
the conclusion after mature consi<lerat ion that unlimited liability has 
outlived its period of utility on the following grounds Firstly, 
insistence on such a principle would keep away from the new societies 
those very classes whose help and co-operation would be indispensable. 
These wonls were uttered by the late (icjpal Krislnin (rokhale during 
the discussion of the pa.ssage of the Bill in the Imperial Legislative 
(’ouncil in UHld and this is as true to-day us it was when those words 
w'ere uttered. Secondly, “there has been a large number of liquidation 
of societies and the enforcement of unliiuited liability to make up 
deficits in the assets of the .societies to pay off creditors has caused 
hardship to the members some of whom are either non-borrowers or 
noil-defaulters and caused apprehension in the minds of the rural chnsses 
and brought the movement to general disrepute." 1 know* of a case 
in Bengal and there may he many more similar cases in which a non- 
borrower, not to s}Hiik of a iion-defaulter, was made to pay the entire 
amount. Thirdly, “unlimited liability has kept away solvent and 
better class of agriculturists whose sympathies and material and moral 
help, if secured, would contribute to the efficient management of 
societies." Fourthly, “unlimited liability," as we often see, “does 
not imply that persons having joined the society cannot alienate their 
properties as long as they continue to be members thereof." This Bill 
does to a certain extent control alienation, but does not altogether prevent 
people from alienating their properties. “It is efficient management,” 
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they iay fifthly, ‘‘rather than unlimited liability that induces confidence 
among financing banks and depositors." Sixthly, ‘‘unlimited liability is 
based on the fundamental idea of the members of the village society 
possessing mutual knowledge of each other’s affairs and exercising 
some control over their fellow-members in matters of their borrowing 
and punctual repayment of loans. But these assumptions, they regret, 
are not the realities of village life to-day." Seveiithlx, “the weight of 
evidence they have receive<l on this (jiiestion from co-opralors and co- 
operative institutions is definitely in favour of a cliunge from the 
unlirnited to limited liability." I do not know if the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge has invited opinion, so far as I know’ he has not, especially 
on this point from co-oj)erators and from co-oj)era(ive institutions 
throughout the province. Lastl\, though union (»f j)ersons and not of 
capital is the basic prini*ii)le of co-opeialion, tlnmgh personal credit 
on an unlimited liability basis has been all along considered to be the 
chief characteristic of unlimited liabilit\ credit society, in actual 
practice we find that loans have been gradually made to r(*st more and 
more on material caution in the shape of .sectirit,\ of immovable pro- 
perty and that in recent >ears (this is apidicai>le to Madras only and 1 
think that is tlo' case also m Bengal) the proi)ortion of mortgaged 
loans in village societies liu.s shown a steady rise. Having all these 
cousideratinn.s in view and after a careful consideration of all aspects 
of the matter, tlic\ go further than what I propose in my amendment : 
"the majoiitN ot U" recommend that the liability of a village credit 
socielN sliouhi norniall\ he limited, hut if, in the opini(»n of the Begistrar, 
having reg’ard to local opinion and other circumstances, unlimited 
liahilit} is more suitable for any society, its liability may he unlimited." 
They say limited liability should he the rule and unlimited liability 
should he the exception, whereas in our province, the persons to wlj(»se 
care and keeping the destiny of the movement has been committed 
insist on the continuance of unlimited liability. They do not care to 
know w’hat the co-operators, — I mean the independent non-offirual co- 
operators — feel about it. They do not care to know’ w’hat other pro- 
vinces are doing, thinking, and feeling about it. 1 would only refer 
them to the words in the Report f)f the Floud f’ommi.ssion. Even they 
have said, limited liability has Wen tlie lendtmi’y in Europe nowadays 
and also in some provinces here, while in our province unlimited liabili- 
ty has been retained. Further, may 1 remind t}i<e House in this con- 
nection that at the la.st (.’ouference of Kegi.strars in Delhi in December, 
1939, opinion was equally divided on the point and it was decided that 
scope should be given for experimenta by agricultural credit societies 
with Hmited liability. I am afraid, Sir, that my voice will be a 
voice in the wilderness. From the experience w-e have got on the 
fioor of this House in the past and from the experience we 
bdve to-day, I know it is no use crying. I confess I cannot give the 
Minister the reason and common-sense in which he lacks so much, but 
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I can submit to him, I*can appeal to him, in the interest of the move- 
ment with all the earnestness that I can command to accept this very 
useful amendment of mine and place the movement on a sound and 
secure foundation, so that the end which we all have in view may not 
be frustrated by insisting on that antiquated and exploded principle 
of unlimited liability, as it is done in the Bill. I shall not dilate on the 
experiences of other countries. I have dwelt on this subject at length 
in my note of dissent which, I hope, all of you have read. If before 
going to vote you could find time to read that note of dissent once 
again, I think you would certainly bear me out and cast your v«te in 
favour of ray amendment which says that the members should be 
given the option to determine the liability to which they will be sub- 
jected in case of liquidation of societies. 

As to the withdrawability of shares, I would only like to refer to 
the opinion of Mr. Calvert, wdiose name I am sure will carry weight to 
the Hon ’hie Minister in charge. He says, “The right to withdraw is 
a very valuable check on carelessness and rashness, but at the same 
time precautions must be taken to prevent such a wholesale withdrawal 
of memlKM’H as would leave the creditors of the society without adequate 
security. These precautions must be .set out in the by-law’s.’’ Sir, 
this is exactly what is actually done now and this is precisely wdiat is 
demanded by my amendments. With these words I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that for 
clause 12 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“12 unless the Provincial Government by general or special order 
otherwise directs, a society shall be registered under this Act — 

(а) with limited or unlimited liability as the members desire if 

ith objects include the creation of funds to be lent to its 
members and if (/) it has any withdrawable share capital, 
or (//) the majority of the members are agriculturists, and 
no member is a co-operative society. 

(б) with limited liability if any member is a co-operative society 

provided that in the case of limited liability societies, no 
share shall be withdrawable except in accordance with tbe 
by-laws.” 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, what I want to say has been said by my friend 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, and it is useless to repeat the arguments that 
have been advanced by my friend. I shall only refer to one clause of 
this Act. Clause 43 of tbe Bill lays down that, subject to tbe provisions 
of this Act and of the rules, a co-operative society with tbe previous 
•fiproval of the Registrar may by a resolution passe^l at tKe general 
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meeting change its form of liability. By clause 43, after the incoiw 
poration of a society, the form of liability may be changed by a resolu* 
tion passed at the general meeting ; it is left to the option of the mem* 
bers that they have got the right to change the nature of the liability. 
If, Sir, option has at all to be given to the members by clause 48, then 
it should be given at the time of the inception of the society. Enough 
has been said by my friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee and he has referred 
to the authorities but, Sir, it is now an accepted theory that unlimited 
liability may be an ideal thing, but the present tendency in all the 
countries of the world is to substitute limited liability for unlimited 
liability. It is due to the experience of the working of the Act itself. 
It is impossible to believe that the j>ersons who become members of a 
society at different times will agree to accept unlimited liability: 
the objects of the loans are not the same. The success of the move* 
ment is dependent on the confidence of the members. The confidencs 
of the members is shaken by the fact that by unlimited liability they 
run the risk of making payments twice or thrice, although they do not 
make any default, if some of the meml>ers are defaulters, and I am 
quite sure that if at the present moment liability is limited, the 
societies will grow in number and the co-operative moveniont will 
flourish. If on the contrary the liability be unlimited, I am quite sure 
tliat the movement will suffer to a great extent. Wo should not hold 
conservative view.s. We should look to experience and having had the 
exi>erience of the last 8 o years we ought to have the courage to change 
the system, and if we do not change it having regard to that experience 
we must suffer. 

With these words, Sir, I move the amendment that stands in my 
name. 

Mfa 8IBNATH BANERJEE! Sir, 1 \iould like to say just a few 
words with your |)ermiB 8 ion, As I have been re pirating over and over 
again, almost ad nauseam, the co-operative movement here is always 
thinking of the credit side and because of that this emphasis on 
unlimited liability comes in. If the originator of the Bill or those 
who are bringing it here had this idea which I have been trying to 
impress upon them, that unless the co-operative* movement tries to 
chalk out a new programme and goes out into a different channel of 
production and distribution, then the movement is bound to be a 
failure and it seems that Government has not yet become fully conscious 
of this aspect of the question, and that is why 4hey are insisting that 
the societies should be unlimited liability societies. Of course, I see 
that provision has been made here for new societies. For instance, 
multi-purpose societiee, one of the objects of which is to lend money 
but it hal also other objects like marketing of products, increasiug 
production and so on — , but because one of its objects 14 to lend money. 
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therefore their liability must be unlimited; and on account of this 
provision the whole purpose of the Bill is going to be frustrated. 
Similarly, if we have consumers^ societies, stores or industrial societies, 
these will be bound to help members when there is any urgent necessity 
for them to take loans and because of that these societies are going to 
be, according to the Minister in charge of the Bill, unlimited liability 
societies. I think. Sir, that it is absolutely wrong to place so much , 
emphasis on unlimited liability. If the emphasis was on the right 
side, that is if the emphasis was on the formation of, producers’ 
societies, consumers’ societies or distributors’ societies, then it would 
be absolutely ridiculous to suggest that these societies should have 
unlimited liability. Of course, it is not convenient to have a society 
for each individual purpose and therefore multi-purpose societies have 
been evolved. Sir, much can be said in favour of these societies, hut 
if at the same time it is insisted upon that these should be of unlimited 
liability, then it would be idle to expect anything good coming out 
of the multi-purpose societies or industrial societies; they are all 
doomed to failure, because there are very few men who would like to 
be associated with societies with an unlimited liability of this type. 
Of course, in villages v\'here agricmlturists are concerned one cun argue 
that unlimited liability may be useful and from tlic experience of so 
many years we find that rich peasants are not scaretl away when they 
want loans because they can take loans only on the basis of collective 
security and that is unlimited liability, but if we want to devel(»p the 
co-operative societies on the right lines, then I may again cinphatieally 
8tat(‘ here that by laying stress on the credit side you are laying 
emphasis on the wrong side. Tlie movement has been developed only 
too much on that side alreadv and now has come the time to extricate 
the movement from that groove and divert it into n different channel 
of production and distribution. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I just speak for a 
few minutes, SirP Sir, there is a fundamental difference in outlook 
as regards how' tlie co-operative movement should be developed in 
Bengal. AVe on this side expressed our opinion frankly at the time of 
the general diseussion on the Bill. The question is: What should 
be our general attitude — whether we should centralise all power in the 
bands of Government or in the hands of one person or w’hether we 
should believe in the latent capacity of the people and trj* to develop 
that capacity — whipther we should believe in Dictatorship and Fascism 
or whether we should believe in Democracy? If we believe in Democ- 
racy, we slmuld then have faith in the power of the people. People 
may in the initial stages commit mistakes, but, Sir, it is only through 
the commission of such mistakes that it is possible for the development 
of Democracy in the country. But the fundamental principle under- 
lying the Bill has been an absolute lack of faith in the capacity of the 
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people and the tendency to concentrate all power in the bonds of 
Government and in the hands of the Registrar, and this will result 
in only strengthening the hands of Government. AVe have been trying 
ever since 1912 to work on three prineijdes, and these are: (1) 
co-operative village societies with unliuiited liability, ( 2 ) Registrar with 
Tinlimited power, and then (d) an Audit Department under his absolute 
control. AVe have failed and wo have failed miserably. No one can 
deii\ that. 1 linve .said befoie, and I sa\ it again, that we have failed 
because we do not want to develoj) the co-operative movement on 
proper lines. If the present Government wants to develop it on 
proper lines, it can do it — because it has got the power, the votes, 
behind it. AA hetlier the Government will with that power do good 
to the [)e<tj)]e or not depends on it. Now as it has got the jwiwer it has 
got to decide whether it wants to devehfj) tlie real co-operative move- 
ment or something like State Ranks absolutely under its control uud 
under its thumb. On thi.s only depemls the nature of the movement. 
AA’e on our .side believe in Democracy, believe in the capacity of tho 
j)eoj)le to manage their own affairs Therefore, we do .say, Sir, change 
the nature <»f the movement altogether and this can be done by only 
doing one thing, that is by < banging the nature ot the primary societies, 
because on tliese the wlnde ^tructuie of the co-operative movement 
deiieiid*'. ft \\e belit-vo in fho rajiaiity of our people, then we should 
automatically teiol to gi\e some jiower to them, Sir, the Rill was 
drafted with village societies vith unliinit<‘d pouer in the y<*ar 1912. 
At that tinii‘, ]>i .o 1 K all_\ ^pe.iking-, tiuio uere no important banks in 
Bengal. Ranks were practically tJien non-existent in Rengul. Ever 
since that time many banks all over Reugal, some in towns ami some 
in ^ilIages, have develojied and these banks are run as a rule with 
limited responsibility. If they could manage these banks — and some 
of these banks manage lakhs and lakhs ot rujiees — there is no reason 
why small c<. -operative 8oc^clit•^ with limiteil responsibility should not 
develop. Sir, 1 do not want to waste mudi time of the House us much 
has been .said on the matter by my esteemed friends who have spoken 
already, but I do impress one point upon the Minister — “have faith in 
the people, give them a chance and this chance which is due to them 
they have never got.” 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I enquire whether the House 
will adjourn after this amendment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Shall I be permitted to speak after 
the Minister has moved his amendments? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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The Hon’hte Mr. MUKUHDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 12, line 2, for the word ‘"no” the word be 

substituted. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 12, in line 2, after the word 
^‘shall,” the word “not” be inserted. 

Mr. W. C, WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we look to the " 
Minister for an exposition of the technicalities of this difficult clause, 
but I should like to say a few words about liability, with special 
reference to unlimited liability. We may agree that the difference 
between the two for our purpose is very largely a difference of practical 
convenience and that there are no great fundamental differences in 
principle. But I wish to ask the House to consider the advisability, 
the necessity, of insisting now and always that for village societies, 
small societies of people who live simple lives and know’ one another, 
the liability shall always be unlimited. There are reasons for this, 
reasons of principle, reasons of experience. The movement every- 
where has been built up on unlimited liability. As experience grows 
in some countries there is a change, welcomed by authority and by 
the public, from unlimited liability to limited liability. But where 
you are dealing wdth small groups of people, w’ho, as I say, live simple 
lives, have little education and a narrow outlook, one defence and one 
support of co-operative credit must be unlimited liability depending 
upon what they know' of one another. For, co-operative societies are 
often ruined by the black sheep who get in, the men who are extra- 
vagant, the men who do not handle money wisely, tlie men who say 
one thing and afterwards do another. In villages — I do not profess to 
know' very mucli of villages in Bengal, but I do say I know' quite a 
lot about villages in England, and I think there is no great difference 
in their outlook — the one characteristic of a village is that everybody 
knows what everybody else is doing. In a village if a man or w'oman 
does anything good, everyone else in the village knows about it in ten 
minutes. If a man or woman does anything bad, everyone else knows 
everything about it in two minutes. It may be a narrow point of view, 
but it is the village point of view*; you cannot avoid it. I do not think 
we should want to escape it, because it is useful for many thing.s. 

In tow'ns we g«t indifferent to one another. We say: “Am I my 
brothers keeper?” But in the village everybody is everybody else‘8 
keeper, and everybody knows who is a reliable man to bring into a co- 
operative society Axid who is not. It is on this interest of villager in 
village that the movement everywhere has been based and developed, 
and in some countries of Fmrope even to-day despite all developments, 
unlimited liability ia insisted on for almost every kind of institution. 

I remember reading in a Bihar report the story of a member of a society 
who w^as 8U8j>ected of an intention to leave the village qhietly and 
get away without paying his dues. The village waited, the members 
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of the co-operative society waited, until one day when they knew he 
had received some money for his produce which he had sold. Then 
the villagers surrounded his house at night and explained to him that 
in the morning they would tear his house down if he did not pay his 
dues to the society. That is unlimited liability working to perfection; 
and it is the principle, the attitude, of mind upon which village 
societies must depend for their help. AVe hear again and again refer- 
ences to stagnation in the movement. I do not wish to take up any 
time in saying wliat is ha]>j>cuiug, but I would ask members to try 
and many hundreds of new societies in the rural districts 

of Bengal are being established and have been e>tablished in the lust 
few months. The societies are not so stagnant, the movement is not so 
lacking in movement, as stmie critics make out. That is all I wi.sh 
to say. There is strong argument and strong reason for imsisting that 
liability of small societies shall be unlimited, but in touus, amongst 
people who are scattered over a larger area of the country, among 
people who are educated, have experience of business and u wider and 
more sophisticated i>oint of view, the liability should be wlml they 
like. I suppose they will, in ninety-nine case.s out of a hundred choose 
limited liability. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. so far 

as the five amendments, namely, two moved by Mr. Jalalnddin Ilnsliemy, 
two iiK»ved by Mr. Satyajjriya Banerjee and one by Mr. Dliirtuidra Nath 
Datta are concerned, they seek to suggest that it will be left to the 
di.scretion of members forming tbem.seives into co-operative societies 
in the interior whether they should ha^e their liability on a limited 
basis or on an unlimited basis. As 1 explained to the House the other 
day while ojiposing the nn»tion for recommittal, 1 submitted, Sir, that 
it would be disastrous to leav<» such a vital mat tor to the option of 
members while forming themselves into co-operative societies just to 
suit their jdeusure. Sir, as has been explained by Mr. Wordsworth, 
I do not think it is neces.sary for me to dilate upon it; but if it were 
necessary, I could only tell the House almut my own impression, 
namely, that if it were left to the members to exercise that o])tion they 
will soon find themselves without any funds and no financing bank 
will give them a single pie to help them out (»f their own difficulty. 
It has been said by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that*in order to generate 
a sense of security in the depositors it is necessary that the liabilities 
should be of a limited character. It is just that point, which I wanted 
to impress upon the House, that led us to have it specifically mentioned 
in the Bill that the liabilities of a society of this character for the? 
purposes of ensuring credit must be of an unlimited character. Then, 
Sir, as has been pointed out by my friend, Mr. Datta, there is ample 
provision in the Bill which will give enough power to Government to 
exempt any society or class of societies from the operation of this Bill. 
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Clause 8 is one, and my friend Mr. Datta has referred to sub-clause 
( 1 ) of clause 43. I submit, therefore, that there is no ground for 
apprehension that any of the societies will have any difficulty to func- 
tion properly if it were to form on this basis. On the contrary, Sir, 
it will be to their advantage. 

I do not think I have got anything further to say than to oppose 
all the five amendments. At the same time, I commend two of my 
own amendments to make the expression of a positive character. 


Mr. SPEAKER; You seem to add too many negatives to make 
a thing positive. /Laughter.) 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in clause 12, in 
line 1, before the wmrd “unless’’ at the beginning, the following words 
be ins^‘rted, namely: — “A society may be registered either with limited 
or with unlimited liability as the members may desire, provided that,” 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that clause 12(«) be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that clause 12(n)(ay 
be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that the following provisos 
be added to clause 12, namely: — 

“Provided that the liability of a .society whose objects include the 
creation of funds to be lent to its members and of which 
the majority of members are agriculturists may, at the option 
of its members, be limited or unlimited. 

Provided, furtluT, that in the case of limited liability societies, 
no share shall be withdrawable except in accordance with 
the by-laws,” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr. Dhircndra Yath Datta that for clause 12 the 
following be substituted, namely: — “12. Fnless the Provincial Gov- 
ernment by general <;r special order otherwise directs, a society .sliall be 
registered under this Act to) with limited or unlimited liability a.s 
the members desire if its objects include the creation of funds to be 
lent to its members and if (i) it has any withdrawable share capital or 
(fi) the majority of the members are agriculturists, and no member is 
a co-operative society, (M with limited liability if any member is a co- 
operative society, provided that in the case of limited liability societies, 
no share shall be withdrawable except in accordance with the by-laws,” 
was then put and lost. 
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The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mxilninda Behary Mullick that in 
clause 12, line 2, for the word '‘no” the word “a” be substituted and 
that in clause 12, in line 2, after the word "shall” the word "not” be 
inserted, were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 12, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Adlournment. 

It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2Mrd July, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act| 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 23rd July, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 212 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Introduction of compulsory free primary education in the district of 

Khulna. 

•56. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether he 
(contemplates introduction of compulsory free primary education in the 
district of Khulna f 

► 

(6) If HO, when is it likely to be introduced? 

(r) If it is not to l>e introduced, will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) What steps, if any, have the Government taken up till now in 
the direction of introduction of compulsory primary education in the 
said district? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (( 2 ) and (b) Not in the immediate 
future. 

(c) and (d) The introduction of compulsory free primary education 
in most districts recjuires con.siderable financial subvention by Govern- 
ment to supplement the yield of education cess. It is not, therefore, 
possible to introduce free primary education in all the districts of the 
Province, simultaneously. For the present a programme has been pre- 
pared to introduce free primary education into ten districts in addition 
to the eight districts in which it has been already introduced. Khulna 
is not among those districts and must wait its turn. There are two 
special reasons for not introducing compulsorj* free primary ‘education 



imf QUESTIONS. 7S 

in the district of Khulna forthwith. The first is that the economic 
condition of the district was, until lately at least, not good enough for 
the imposition of education cess. The second is that education cess is 
levied under the provisions of the Bengal (Rural ^ T’riinary Education 
Act according to the system of collection under the old Cess Act. But 
revaluation operations have already begun in the district for the re- 
valuation of road and i)ublic works cess according to the system in the 
new Chapter VITA of the Ce.vs Act. This new system jirovides for a 
more equitable incideuce of cess and it is hoped to amend the Bengal 
(Rur|l) Primary Education Act so as to bring the levy of education 
cess into line with the amended Cess Act before education cess is 
levied in the district of Khulna. It is hoped to introduce a Bill this 
session. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Will the llon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether he considers that the ec(uiomic condition of other 
districts is such that primary education cess can he levied on those 
di.stricts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the IloiCblc Minister be pleased 
to state how long is the district of Khulna to wait for it.s turn? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: It is very diffi( ult to say. 
I will try to minimise tlic time as much as possible. 


Grievances of the area copyists employed in the Jute Registration 
Department. 

*57. Mr. MONMOHAN DA^: (//) Is the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

(i) that a number of educated unemployed men of the rural areas 
of Bengal got their appointments in the Jute Registration 
Department ; 

{}{) that for the posts of area copyists the scale fif pay was advertised 
on Ks.30 a month, but subsequently it has been announced 
that they would be paid 118,25 per month; 

(m) that the employees are not allowed to enjoy the righte and 
privileges enjoyed by other servants of the Government; 

(iv) that they are to work full seven hours a day even without the 
opportunity for enjoying Sundays and other Government 
• holidays; 
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(v) that their appeals to the local authority concerned have been 

without success ; and 

(vi) that some posts were kept in surplus reserve lists, to which out- 

siders are being* taken? 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate re- 
dress of their grievances without delay? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTftlES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a) (i) Yes. 

(?V) Copyists are treated as job and contract workers. It was 
originally proposed to pay them Its. 30 per month. But on recon- 
sideration it was found necessary to reduce the basic pay to Rs.25 per 
month, the salary they received last year, and to introduce a scheme of 
bonus whereby good copyists can easily earn Rs.5 or even Rs.lO per 
month in addition to their pay. 

(til) to (v) Jute Registration is of the nature of Settlement work 
and, moreover, the work could not wait and had to be completed before 
the advent of the rains. 

But in spite of this and the fact that usually no holidays are 
observed in the field w’ork of the Settlement Department, the field 
staff and the copyists of the Jute Registration Department have enjoyed 
half holiday on every Friday. 

(vi) Candidates on the waiting list have been taken as far as poss- 
ible but where fully qualified men have not been available in that list, 
qualified and competent outsiders have been selected. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
enlighten us as to whether there is any extra allowance for working on 
Sundays? 

The Hoii>ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

li 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
enlighten us as to whether there was any undertaking before recruit- 
ment that these employees would be required to work on Sundays with- 
out having any holiday whatsoever? 

Tbt Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know of any 
undertaking. 
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Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that many of the area copyists employed for the 
first time in the district of Tippera have not got their pay up till now? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know why that 
should be so. I am not aware of any such thing. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he is aware that area copyists have written letters one after another 
for tfteir pay to the Controller of Jute Registration but no answer has 
yet been received by them ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know. Sir. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the ITon’ble Minister be ])Iea8ed to make 
an emiuirv into the allegation so that area cojiyists may receive their 
pay for the work they did foi the first time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If any application is 
made, I shall certainly make emjuiries. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state, if the employees in the Jute Registration Department are 
recognised as Government servants, are they imt entitled to enjoy all 
the rights and jirivileges enjoyed by other Government servants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have nothing further 
to add. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons which led them to reduce the original salary 
of Ks. dO to Rs. 25? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Reasons of economy. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the economy on the [>urt of the employees who have 
got to purchase their foodstuff and other necessaries at a higher price 
to-day ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of argument. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to submit that the 
Hon’ble Minister said that although the original salary was fixed at 
Bs. 30, it was reduced to Rs. 25 for reasons of economy from the point 
of view of Government; so, I would like to draw your attention— 
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Mr. SPEAKER: There is no ambig^iity in it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; In view of the economic crisis in 
the country, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wdiether 
Government will consider the desirability of revertini? to that salary 
of Its. 30 per month P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plVased 
to state if he is aware that there is an Act called the Was:es Act under 
which he is liable to prosecution for not payin^,^ them their full salary? 
(Laujrhter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER; Do you want to hand him^ over to the Labour 
Minister? (Lauj^hter.) 

Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: In view of the fact that in 
Government oflii'es as well as in private offices, Sundays are observed as 
holidays and Saturdays are observed as half holidays, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be j)leased to state the reason why Friday has been observed as 
half holiday? 

The Hofl’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; That has caused no 
iriconveiiience to the officers. 


Election of Jhargram Local Board. 

*58. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK; {a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in cliar^j^e of the T.ocal Self-Government Department 
l>t> piea.sed to state whether the election of Jhar^rram I^)cal Board will 
be held by Auprust, 1940? 

(6) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT and 
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur,* of Dacca): {a) No. 

'fe) The Election Buies under the Local Self-Government Act had 
to be amended so as to make them applicable to the Jhargram sub- 
division. The necessary amendments were published in the Calcutta 
Gasette of the 14th December last, and, under section 138 of the Act, 
the amended rules came into force three months after their publica- 
tion. The proceedings relating to the election of the Jhargram Local 
Board were initiated on the Lst May, 1940, and, as it usually takes 
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about 7 or 8 months to complete the election proceedings, including the 
preparation and printing of the voters’ lists, the election is expected to 
be held by January next. 


Malda District Board Election. 

*59. Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minkter in charge of the Local Self-Governineut Department be 
pleased to state whether Governiiieut intend to postpone the District 
Board elections during the present ■war? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the Malda District Board election 
will take place? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the delimitation of constituencies for the Malda Dis- 
trict Board election was made in accordance with the prin- 
cijde laid down in the Government letter No. 57(5) 
L.S.-G.; 

(iV) what is the percentug(‘ of Ilindu and Muslim |H)j)ulation in the 
district ; 

( 111 ) whether Ilindu ('ommunity has b(*en declared us minority 
community in the district of Malda: 

{iv) the strength of Hindu and Muslin! voters in each of the different 
proiKised constituencies; and 

(r) whether the Ilon’ble Minister is aware that there, is a feeling 
of resentment amongst the Hindus over the delimitation of 
cou.stituencies ? 


The Hon'tile Navrab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(fl) No. 

(b) The election is likely to be held by the middle of January, 
1941. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(it) The percentages of the Hindu and the Muslim iKipulation in the 
the district are 42 and 54 *4 respectively. 

(Hi) No. 

(tr) A statement showing the voting strength of Hindus and 
Muslims in each constituency according to the last Assembh' EUwtoral 
Roll is laid on the table. 

(r) No. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to dause (c) (iv) of starred question No. 59, 



Number and 

Voting strength. 


name of 

, 

A 


constituency. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

1. 

Nacholo-Nawabganj 

. . 2,732 

4,070 

II. 

Nawabganj 

. . 1,122 

6,479 

III. 

Shibganj . . 

.. 1,430 

8,299 

IV. 

Shibganj-Kaliachak . . 

.. 1,992 

6,178 

V. 

Kaliachak (South) 

. . 3,084 

5,278 

VI. 

Kaliachak (North) 

. . 3,304 

3,908 

VII. 

Manikchak 

. . 5,901 

2,030 

VIII. 

Bholahat Old Malda and Habibpur 3,705 

3,041 

IX. 

English Bazar 

. . 3,594 

2,021 

X. 

Gomastapur 

.. 2,170 

4,329 

XL 

Bamongola- Habibpur 

. . 4,482 

1,320 

XII. 

Gazole 

. . 5,001 

1,840 

XIII. 

Ratua 

. . 2,037 

4,843 

XIV. 

Harischandrapur 

. . 5,150 

0,106 

XV. 

Kliarba 

. . 5,229 

0,991 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hod hk Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that out of 15 seats, the consti- 
tuencies have been deliiniled in such a manner as U> ^dve the Muham- 
madan comnuniity 10 seats wluTeas accordirij^ to }»oj)ulation, that 
eominunity is entitled to 8 seats only and according' to voting- siren^^th, 
to less than 7 seats and the Hindus are entitled, accordin^^ to j)oj)ula- 
tion strength to 7 seats and according to voting strength to 8 seats but 
only 5 seats have been allotted to the unfortunatt* Hindu community by 
the popular Government}^ 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say oti'-hand whether this statement is correct or not. 

Mr. ilOGEBH GKANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in resi)onse to a request by the honourable 
member, the member for Malda forwarded his suggestions regarding 
the delimitation of constituencies and, if so, have they received any 
consideration P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I considered the whole thing and I accepted the proposals sent by 
the local officers. 
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Mr^ ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is. a fact that the second sugrfrestion which was 
forwarded by the District Board after the Government letter 
No. 57(5)L,S.-G. and which was circulated, was turned down? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No second sugg’estion was forwarded. 

Hr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the lloirhle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the three thanas, namely, Navvabjfanj, 
Kaliachak and Shihf^anj, joedominantly inhabited by the Muham- 
madan community, with an area of 443 s(iuar(‘ miles, with a population 
of 381,000 and with a ^otin^ strenpfth of 30,ft41, have been allotted 0 
seats, whereas the rest l!j thanas, four times in area, witli twice the. 
po})ulation and twice the votinpr strength, have been allotted only 0 
seats? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say off-hand. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Iloii’ble Minister in a 
position to eontradiet that in ordtT t<' allot m(»re st‘ats to Mnliammadans 
a st*at has been eit‘ated with 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where do ViOi find the actual number of poiiulution 
according to wliich tlie seats have b<*en distributed? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It comes from a mat bcmatical 
calculation of the fi;rur<‘s j^iven hy tin* Iloii’ble Minister. 

Will the Tlon’hle Minister be jdeased to state whether ll>e principle 
of population, votiiiM: stren^'tli and area were eonsideri*! while dealing 
with the constituencies and on what princii)le the cmistituencies were 
delimited ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on can ask (piestions on dtdimitation. 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH ^Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government is^^ued a circular. Area and population were considered in 
regard to delimitation of constituencies. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon^ble Minister in a 
position to contradict that the Manikchak thana wdth a i>opulation of 
66,629 has not been allotted a .seat independently, because 

Mr. SPEAKER: Manikchak shows a Hindu voting strength of 
5,961 
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Raj HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Just now the Hon ble 

Minister has said in reply to a previous question that in delimiting 
constituencies, area and population have been taken into consideration, 
and, therefore, the supplementary question arises. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA* KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that a seat has not been allotted to Manik- 
chak police-station independently with an area of 150 square miles, a 
population of 66,G29 and having a voting strength of above 7,000, 
which is unfortunately inhabited by a Hindu majority, whereas a seat 
has been allotted independently to Goma8taj)ur police-station with an 
area of 123 square miles, a population of about 50,0(M) and a voting 
strength of al)out G,000, because there is a Muhammadan majority? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot answer it off-hand. If a notice is given, I am prepared to 
answ'er it. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
agree that it is desirable having regard to the fa(‘t8 and figures that 
this matter should be looked into by him? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Certainly. 

Mr. 8AN8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hk Minister 
consider the (piestion of discussing this matter in a small conference in 
which all the M.L.As. of the Mulda district will be present? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as possible, I have followed the advice given to me and I think 
it is equitable, but if it is pointed out to me that in the decision there 
is anything inequitable, I am prepared to look into it. 

Communal ratio in the clerical establishment of BakarganJ Civil 

Courts. 

*60. Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MONDAL: (^ 2 ) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay oa the 
table a statement showing for the civil courts in the Bakarganj 
district — 

(t) the present number of permanent clerks both in the upper 
and lower dmsions; • 

(ft) the number and names of the Scheduled Caste peons; and 
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(in) the number of those referred to in (.) tWff are- 

(1) Caate Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

{b) Is it a. fact that the number of pennanent clerks belonging to 
the Scheduled Castes is not in projmrtion to the cniumuual ratio? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the llon'ble 
Minister considering the desirability of filling up the future vacancies 

by the Scheduled Caste candidates till their proix)rtion is reached? 

* « 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab MusharrufT Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 


Upper Division. 

Lower Division. 

Total. 

(a) (•) 23* 

115 

138 

*( including 2 provisional 
Stenographers and one 
Additional Translator). 



(ii) Number. 


Names. 

6 

1 . Sreenath Rajakdas. 


2. Raimohan Jhalo 

3. Sitanath Rajakdas. 

4. Bholanath Das. 

5. Matilal Das. 

6. Surendranath Roy. 



Up|>er division. 

Lower division. 

Total. 

••») (1) 

18 

62 

80 

(2) 

2 

44 

46 

(3) 

2 

6 

8 

(4) 

Others 1 

3 

4 


Total . . 23 

115 

138 


(h) Yes. 

(c) Ye.s; according to the Bengal Hervices Recruitment (Communal 
Ratio) Rules, 1940. 

Establishment of a University of Islamio Learning. 

^61. Maidana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether he has received any recommendation from the 
Madrassah Reform Committee for the establishment of an Arabic 
University in Bengal? 

(b) If.so, what action has been taken in the matter? 


7 



0 
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Th« Hoil'Mil Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 1 liave not received 
any such recommendation from the Madrassah Education Committee, 
but the Committee has passed a resolution for the establishment of a 
University of Islamic Learnin.g’. A copy of it has been obtained and 
is laid on the table. 


(h) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause {a) of starred question 

No. 61. 

Extract from the pRoc*EF:r)iNas of thu meiting of the Madrassah 
Education Committee held on the 9th May, 1940. 

0. Discussion on the question of the establisnineut of a University 
of Islamic T^arninpr was continued and the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : — 

(1) (a) liesolvcd that the ('ommittee strongly recommend to Govern- 
ment to take early stefw to establish and incorjioiute, by an act of 
legislature, a University of Islamic liCarning at Calcutta having 
jurisdiction and control over all the Madrassahs — both old and new — 
including Islamic Intermediate (Vdleges. 

{h) Ri.solved that the proj)osed University of Islamic Learning be 
established for the purpose of ascertaining, by means of examination 
01 otherwise, the persons who have ac(juired proficiency in different 
branches of literature, particularly in Arabic Literature and Islamic 
Studies, Science and Arts, and for the ]>uriK)se of conferring upon them 
academic degrees, diplomas, oriental literary titles, licences and marks 
of honour. 

(c) Resolved further that the University when so constituted should 
be iiicori>orated for the purjKise of making provision for the instruction 
of students, with power to appoint University professors and lecturers, 
and to hold and manage educational endowments, to erect, equip and 
maintain University libraries, laboratories and museums, to make 
regulations relating to the residence and conduct of students, and to do 
all acts consistent with the Act, which tend to the promotion of study 
and research. 

Moved hy — Maulana Muhammad Manirusxaman Islamabad!. 

Secondeid hy — Shams^uLUlama Maulana Muhammad Musa, Khan 
Bahadur. 

(2) Resolved that Government be moved to introduce a Bill for 
the establishment of a University of Arabic I^earning and Islamic 
Studies into the next session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly or 
as soon as possible. 
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Moved hy — Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfaiaddin Ahmad. 

Seconded hy — Maulana Muhammad Ibrahim. 

(3) Resolved that the Chairman of the Committee be authorised 
to submit to Government, at an early date, a preliminary' report on the 
work of the Committee, together with copies of the proceedings of 
the meetings, a di-aft Bill for the establishment of a University of 
Ismalic licarniug and a rough estimate of cost of the scheme. 

Moved hy Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfabuddin Ahmad. 

Seconded by — Khan Sahib Maulana Aminullah. 


Provision for the teaching of ^‘Diniyat’* in Secondary Sohoolt. 

*S2. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: {a) Is thd 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Kdiication Department aware that 
there is no provision for the teardiing of “Dinivat” in the syllabuses 
of studies for Secondary Schools tor Im’s and girls P 

(h) If so, do the (Tovernment contemplate providing teaching of 
*‘Diniyat” (Religious i nst nut ion ) in (dasses III — VI where guardians 
of Muslim students demand it in any middle English or hi,gh English 
schtiols ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes 

{h) The question is not free from difficulty, but I am prepared to 
consider it. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(anawers to which were Uid cm the table) 

Free quarters for the Subdiviaioiiai Medical Oflloers. 

n. Khan Bahadur AULAD H0S8AIN KHANs (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department 
be pleased to state who is the authority responsible for supply of free 
quarters to the Subdivisional Medical Officers of the rank of Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons, recruited after Bengal Government Resolutiom 
No. 812T.-=^Medl., dated the 17th May, 1910, and prior to Ooremment 
of Bengal orders of 2nd October, 1923f 
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(b) I« the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that the the quarters of the Suhdivisional Medical Officer at 
Mag'ura, Jessore, are unfit for habitation; 

(li) that the Jessore District Board after repairing the said 
quarters from the Dispensary Committee demands Rs.26 
per month as rent of the Medical Officer’s quarters; and 
{in) that the Dispensary Committee could not pay the bills for 
medicines for the last 2 years for want of funds P 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon ’hie Minister been drawn td the 
letter of the Secretary to the Dispensary Committee addressed to the 
Surgeoii-Oeneral, Bengal, through the Civil Surgeon, Jessore, praying 
for house rent for the quarters occupied by the Medical Officer? 

{d) If 80 , what steps does he propose to take in the matter? 

Th« Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur^ of Daooa: 

{a) The authority responsible for provision of free quarters to Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons in charge of a subdivisional dispensary is the 
Managing Committee of the dispensary appointed by the District 
Board. 

(b) ({) The quarters have since l)een repaired by the District Board 
of Jessore and are now reported to be fit for habitation. 

(n‘), (lii) and (c) Yes. 

(d) The matter is under my consideration. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighetn us with reference to answer (c) when did he receive 
the letter of the Secretary to the Dispensary Committee? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I beg to submit, Mr. Speaker, that 
the Iloirble Minister gave a reply to the effect that his attention had 
already been drawn to the letter. Now he says that he wants notice 
when 1 ask for the date of this letter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You put a separate question. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
enlighten us as to the outstanding bills that have not been paid and the 
amount of those bills? 

The Hon’blo Naiwab Khwnja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I want notice. 



1946] QUESTIONS. 

Construetion of wator works in Jtiaisktli MtMiioifMHity. 




34. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware — 

(i) that a sum of Rs. 17,800 has lieen granted in this yearns budget 
for the construction of water works in the Jhalakati 
Municipality; and 

(it) that the said sum is awaiting administrative approval? 

(h) If the answ’cr to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps for handing over 
the money to the Jhalakati Municipality? 

The HofPble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daootl 

(a) Yes. 

(h) In accordance with the usual procedure in such cases, the 
Government grant (Ks. 17,800^ towards the water-supply project will 
be paid after the detailed scheme receives sanction of Governnuuit and 
the local contributions including the grant made by the District Board 
are first spent on the work. 

Appointment of an Awistant Engineer. 

35. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs (a) Will the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and T^ocal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a Muslim 
candidate fresh from college has been appointed permanently as an 
Assistant Engineer in preference to a Hindu candidate with an 
experience of al>out 20 years in the service? 

(h) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Executive Engineer under whom the 
services of the newly appointed Assistant hmgineer were placed reported 
to the Chief Engineer that he was unfit for the post unless he had 
5 years’ training and experience? * 

^ Tilo Hon’blo Niwab Kbwija HABIBULLAH Bahodur, of Daooa: 

(a) and (h) The post of Assistant Engineer was reserved for a Muslim, 
there being no Muslim Assistant Engineer in the department, and the 
most suitable Muslim candidate was selected. 

(c) No. 

(At fhis stage the Hon’ble the Chief Minister rose in his seat to 
make a statement 



» STATEBiENT REGARDING HOLWELL MONUMENT. [23ed JttT* 

Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, what 

will he my position, if I am not allowed to move my adjournment 
motion nowP 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is part of the question time. Immediately after 
it, you will move it. 

Statement by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister regarding the HolweN 

Monument 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, with your leave and the 
leave of the House I wish to make a statement. The question of the 
removal of the Holwell Monument was discussed in the Coalition Party 
in May last and at that time we g^ave an assurance to the party that the 
decision of Government regarding the question of its removal would be 
announced within six months at the latest. The question was again 
considered at a meeting of the Coalition Party this afternoon. In 
pursuance of the assurance given to the Coalition Party in May last 
and as a result of the discussions in the party this afternoon, Govern- 
ment have decided to take immediate steps for the removal of the 
Holwell Monument. (Cheers from the Coalition Benches.') 

As regards 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 
Tou had ruled previously that in this House we shall not be concerned 
with the internal affairs of a party or di.scussions in a party relating 
to any matter in which the Hou.se may be concerned. It might be 
a matter for the Coalition Party itself or for any Hon^ble Minister 
when he has to explain his conduct to the party. May I know from 
you, Sir, if you have changed your ruling or you are going to change 
your position with regard to this matter? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Well, I have not changed my position, nor am I 
going to change my ruling. As a matter of fact, all along my decision 
has been that discussions in a party are matters which are interna! 
matters for that party itself. But 8Uf>pose a person says that '‘My 
party wants me to do this thing or that thing’*; I am doubtful ^ 
exception can be taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, the statement is going 
beyond that. 


Mr. 8PEAKAR: I do not think so. 



uniet Minister was retemng^ to the discussions that took place in t 
party. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As re^rds the reRrettal 
incident of Monday afternoon, I am authorised hy my colleajrues 
convey to the Principal and the staff and the students of the Islan 
Collejfe their deep and sincere regret if any innocent persons 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Again on a point of order, S 
You are aware that an adjournment motion has l)een tabled on tl 
“regrettable” incident covertly mentioned by the Hon*ble the Ch 
Minister. It is not permissible under the Itules of the Assembly 
have a precursor motion to such a question. The House is already 
seisin of the motion as you have given your consent. May I subi 
Sir, that if the Hon ’hie Minister has got to offer any apologies in tl 
connexion let him go dowm on his knees before his party after t 
adjournment motion has been moved. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The position is this that, if Government, or, : 
the matter of that, the Opposition wants to make a statement it is t 
invariable practice of the House to give them an opportunity to do 
But that <loes not take away the right of the House to discuss an adjoui 
ment motion which will be immediately taken up. 

The HoiYble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs i f any innocent i>©rsf 

have been injured in the course of the incident. I do not wish to en 
into details but I ho|>e that this expression of our regret will 
accepted in the spirit in which it has l>een tendered. Lastly, I t 
authorised to state that (Government propose to constitute a commiti 
of enquiry to enquire into the incident of Monday afternoon. 1 
taking this step we do not wish in the least to prejudge the issue a 
we believe that this enquirj' will be helpful in bringing out the act\ 
facts of the case, and serve to put a stop to the dissemination of fa 
and mischievous rumours. In this connexion I may take the opportv 
ity of acknowledging the unfailing sympathy which the Euroj)© 
oAnmunity have shown on this question of the removal of the Holw 
Monument. Their representatives in both the Houses have e> 
shown the utmost readiness to respond to Indian opinion and to h< 
us ill coming to a satisfactory solution of this question. But for th< 
co-operation and help it would have been difficult to arrive at t 
demsion which I have the privilege to announce to-day. (Prolong 
cheers from the Oalition Benches.) 
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AcQourfifiiant Motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 beg to ask the leave 
of the House to move an adjournment motion for which I have, Sir, 
got your consent. It is this — 

That the business of the Assembly do stand adjourned to discuss a 
definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, 
namely, the serious assault by the police on the students of the Islamia 
College, Calcutta, at 2 p.m. on the 22nd July, 1940. by entering into 
the college compound as well as into the class rooms of that college. 

(^At this stage there was some noise from the Coalition Party side, 
when one member of tliat party said in an undertone that “the wind 
was now taken out of the sail.^’) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I appeal to the House that in a matter like 
this I expect both sides of the House to help me and not create any 
difficulties directly or indirectly? 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED. Sir, one honourable friend over 
there says that the wind has now been taken out of the sails. But all 
I need now say is that it ought to have l)een done long before. 

(Noise again.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have again to ask the members not to talk among 
themselves. If they want to do so let them go outside the Chamber 
and do so. T am sorry that members do not realize the gravity of the 
occasion. There are occasions when they can talk among themselves in 
the manner in which they have done, but there are occasions which 
require matters to be discussed with the solemnity which the facts of 
the case demand. 

Has the Hon’ble Home Minister anything to say about this motion? 

The Hon’bla Khvyaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I consider that in 
view of the statement already made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the 
question does not arise — 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider all that. For the present I am con- 
cerned merely with the question as to whether the motion is in order or 
not. 

Tut Hoil'bM Khwajm fir NAZIMUDDIN: The only thing that I 
•ho^d say, Sir, is the possibility of this matter being sub judice. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIl Sir, sttb j^diee k a matter 
of fact. There cannot be any poasibility about it and certain thinga dis- 
allowed on that contingent possibility. The rules do not allow us to 
anticipate that a matter may be sub judice in future. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: At least the Hotrido Homo 
Minister has been very frank for he says that it is not yet sub judtcel 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Although there are no objec- 
tions yet he says that he has objection to this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well , you can deduce the conclusion from tho 
facts. 

I think, Mr. Ilashemy, the language of the motion of whi<‘h you 
have given notice could be drafted in a l>etler form. Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu’s motion on the same subject is better worded and the 
substance is the same. 1 think, therefore, that you should draft your 
moticm after that of Mr. Basu. So, will you alter your motion accord- 
ingly on the lines of Mr. Basu's motion? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: All right, Sir, I will put it 
in that form. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is there any objection to tho motion being 
admitted ? 

(One honourable member from the Coalition Party obje<‘ted.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will those meml>er8 who are in favour of tho 
motion kindly rise in their places? 

(The required number of members Ht(K)d up.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T therefore hold the motion to be in onler and pro- 
pose to take it up at 5-45 p.m., or, does the Congress Party desire that 
it should be taken up at 6 o’clock, for, supix)8inj we finish it within 
1 hour 45 minutes, there will be time left for putting it to vote, etc.^ 
etc. ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that com may 1 submit. Sir, that 
you will kindly £x the time for discussion a little earlier, so that if the 
debate is closed earlier, we can proceed with the other business of the 
day? 

Mr. 8PEAKERS I think I should fix 6 o'clock for the purpose. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. [23iid Jtrtt, 

Mr. JOCESH OHANORA QUFTAs May I, Sir, .request you to 

Icindly make available to us a copy of the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister as we could not follow it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I will have it cyclostyled immediately. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Co-operative Sooietiee Bill, 1938. 

Mri SPEAKER: The House will now resume further discussion on 
the Ben^ral Co-operative Societies Bill, 1938. 

Clauses 13 and 14. 

The question that clauses 13 and 14 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 15. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERilEE: Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment that in clause 15 in Hue 4, after the words ‘^to be recorded 
in writing”, the words “and communicated to the applicants” be 
inserted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is obvious. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Yes, that is obvious, but it is 
not in the Bill. 

If the Hon’ble Minister accepts this suggestion of mine, I will not 
speak any further. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Mullick, do you accept it? 

Tht Hon*bl« Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is not willing to accept it, so you may speak 
as briefly ns possible. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: The clause as amended would 
rend thus: “If the Registrar is satisfied that the application complies 
with the provisions of this Act, and the rules and that the proposed bye- 
laws are not contrary thereto he shall, unless for reasons to be recorded 
in writing and communicated to the applicants he thinks fit to refuse, 
register the (wHoperative) society and its bye-laws.” 
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I do not find any roaton whatsoever save his obstinacy in not accept- 
ing any of the amendments of the Opposition, particularly this obvious 
one, save obtuseness on his part, doggedness aa niy friend suggests; 
every blessed adjective that I could discover and my friends could dis- 
cover fails to descril)e the unusually cussed attitude adopte<l by the 
Hon’ble Minister. I do not see what harm there is in communicating 
the reasons for the decision which the Registrar has arrived at to the 
applicants for registration. There is no provision also in this clause 
for rules in this regard. Therefore, the applicants are quite in the 
dark as to the reasons for which the registration has been refused. If 
even after this the Hon’ble Minister finds his way not to accept this 
amendment then I must sit down. 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: Sir, I should 
point out to my friend that it is obvious and it is absolutely unneces- 
sary to have this amendment to this clause. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You think it is the statutory duty? 

The Qon’IHe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK ! May I also 
remind my friend that it would be done auiotnuiically, fur there is an 
appeal provided for against any order made under this clause. There- 
fore, I submit, Sir, that it is (juite unnecessary. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERdEE: Without knowing the reasons, 
how can they apijeal ? 

The Hoit'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUHCK: The reasons will 
be recorded an<l will be coininunicated to the apjdicants. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: But it will be in the office of the 
Registrar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, all I say 
is that it will not be necessary to have this umeiidment. It will Ihj auto- 
matically communicated. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Why not incorporate it auto- 
matically ? 

Mr. BP^EAKER: It is quite obvious. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if obvious things ajre not 
accepted fiy Government, there is no other alternative than to keep e 
record of it. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Government gives an assurance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not an assurance. On the con- 
trary, it is another mischievous attempt. We know they can fix even 
Rs. 500 for a copy of the order. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that in clause 15, in line 4, 
after the words “to be recorded in writing”, the words “and communi- 
cated to the applicants” be inserted, was then put and a division taken. 

(When the quorum bell was ringing after the House had divided 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal rose.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I now enquire, Sir, if the 
cuHsedneHs of the Hou’ble Minister in charge is the result of the 
majority of votes which he api>ears to possess? In that cB.se we shall 
choose our own course in regard to the amendments. If Government is 
not prepared to accept any co-oi^ration from the Opjx)8ition, the Oppo- 
sition will know its duty in regard to matters relating to the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Chief Minister is here. Let us 
know from him the attitude of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not our attitude, 
and as a matter of fact in a Co-operative Bill it is most unco-operative 
not to co-operate. Unless of course there is an error of judgment, we 
shall be ready to accept all suggestions as far as possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you please give that direction 
to the Minister in charge? (I..aughter.) 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certainly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you. 

(The result of the division on the amendment of Mr. Satyapriya 
Banerjee was then Limounced.) 


AM«I WtlM4, Maatvl. 

Ak« NMiatN Iwltar, liaahrt. 
AMtl ran, Mr. M«. 

AliMN KUtm Mr. tfU. 
All«i«MI« Alim^, Mr. 
twnrii, Mr. e. 

•MMrjMb Mr. atli* rrtyt. 
•tatrlM, Mr. tllHMrtik 
•aatrlM. Dr. ImD OlMMDra. 
■■ r iM . lata Dp MU ra llalfeu 


AYCi-4D. 

•tavaillu Dr. DaMata f taaDra. 
DDaat, Mr. taraaPra Datk. 
Otakratarty, Mr. ^Mtakra Hulk. 


Data K k mai ra aaMu 


kr^at Daw aP ra Watk. 


Dalla, Mr. DMraakra Milk. 





G0T1BNM£NT BILL. 


9S 


StK m, n tn utn —Ml 

Mte Mm Mnu 

iMteil llwiM. Kasi. 

•IMM, Ml. AM KrMM. 

•taMMia AkaMtf, Mr. 

••pla, Mr. 4«fMk ekMira. 

••Ml* Mr. 4. N. 

Maw Ali Chaw Mary, Mr. lyaC. 
MalwCMa Nashaaiy. Hr. lyaC. 

Jalaa, Mr. I. 0. 

Jaaah Ali Majaaiiar, Maatrl. 

Kbaa, Mr. Dthaatfra LaU. 

Kaatfa, Mr. NlthHha Rath. 

Haltra. Mr. taraaira Mahaa. 

Mail. Mr. Aiaalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaitfar. Mrt. Haaiayrara. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ohaaira. 

Maairauaiaaa IMamahatfl, Maalaaa M4. 
Ma^hal NaMla, Mr. 

Haakarjaa, Dr. tyaaiaprauHl. 


MakRaitaa. Hr. i. 

Hahharll, Or. tharal •haaMw. 
HaWah, tnial Rahalaih. 
Raakar, Hr. Nan ChaaOra. 
Raaahar All, Hr. tyaC. 
arawMalh, Mr. Tarlalaharaa. 
Ray, Hr. Chara Ohaaira. 

Ray. Mr. Klaharl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatha Rath, 
•aayal. Or. RaHaaksha. 

•aayal, Mr. laMaka lakhar. 
•aa, Mr. Atat Chaaira. 

•aa Oapta, Mre. Rattia. 
•bahaiali, Mr. 

•haaitaiaia AhaiMI, Mr. M. 
tiaha. tn|at Maaiaira RhMaa. 
•ar. Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 
Thakar, Mr. Praaiatha Raajaa. 
Wallar Rabaiaa. Maaivt. 
Xaaiaa. Hr. A. M. A. 


NOCft—Rft. 


Ahtfal Alii, Maalaaa Mtf 
Ahial NaCi Mr. Mina. 

Ab«al Naht, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakiai, Maalri. 

AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

Ahial iahbar, Maalri. 

AMal Kaitr, Mr. <allai Ul Mtah). 

Ahial Utif Rlfwat, Maalri. 

Ahial Haiti, Maalri. 

Ahial Majli, Mr. fyai. 

Ahial Wahab Khaa, Mr. 

Ahiaila-al Mahaiaai, Mr. 

AMar Rahaiaa, Khaa Rahaiar A. f. H. 

Ahiar RaMbli Mahaiaai, Mr. 

Ahiar Raabaai, Maalri Hi. 

Ahiar Raaf, Khaa lahih Maalri i. 

Ahiar Ranak, Maatrl. 

Abiaa thahrai, Maalri Mi. 

AhMar Raia Ohawihary, Kbaa Rahaiar Maalri. 
Ahal Naahtai, Maalri. 

Ahal Haaala Abwai, Mr. 

Ahal Qaasaai, Maalri. 

AhaMi Ali Caayatpari, Kbaa Rahaiar Maulaaa. 
AhaMi Haaala, Mr. 

AaiiaaHah, Khaa Sahib Maalri. 

Aahrafall, Mr. H. 

Oairaiiala, Mr. fyai. 

Oall-Nart. Miat P. R. 

Oiawaa, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Rbippaaiala. Mr. i. W 
Oaa, Mr. Aaakal Chaaira. 

Oaa, Rai Sahib Kim Rhaaaa. 

Oaaa, Raha Dahaaira Rath. 

Kihar, Hr. Vpaairaaath. 

Parhat Raaa Khaaaai, Ragaai. 

PaMal Has, tha RaalRa Mr. A. K. 

Paatal Qaailr, Khaa Rahaiar HaaIrL 
PaMar Rahaiaa, Hr. (Oaaaa). 

Paslar RabaMui, Hr. (HyaMaalafb). 

•alaai Sarwar HataM, Hr. thab lyaR. 

OaaNt, Hr. t. A. 

•ittiths. Hr. R. 

jyMhiMa AJMMi Rh aaMiary, AHwil. 

HahIhaRab, tha Naa*Ma Ravah Rahaiar K.. 


Maisaiila Rhaaiharl, Maalri. 

Maaiiiaiiia Ahaiai, Khaa Sahib. 

Naalaa Marrbai, Mrt., M.R.C. 

Nalaaially iaaiaiar. Khaa Sahib Maalri. 
Naywaai. Mr. Raiart. 
lirit Ahaiai Hla, Maalri. 
ialalaNia Ahaiai, Khaa Rahaiar Maalri. 
Jatiaiaiila Ahaiai, Khaa Sabah MaaltL 
Kahlraiiia Kbaa, Khaa Rahaiar Maalri. 
MaRiaiiia Ahaiti, Dr. 

MaStaiila Abaiti. Maalri. 

Habtah, Mabaralkaaiar Uiay Chaai. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka RthaH. 

Maaiai, Mr. iagat Ohaaira. 

Maalraiila Akhaai, Maalri. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

HahaaiaMi AH, Khaa Rahaiar. 

HaHfM All MaHah, Maatrl. 

Hahaaiaiai Ihrablai, Maalri. 

Mahaaiaiai lahasaa, Maalri. 

Hahaaiaiai SMiisaa, Khaa Rahaiar Dr. Syti. 
MaHlak, tha Naa'Ma Mr. Makaaia Rabary. 
Haaharraff Naaaaia, lha Maa’Ma Raarah, Khaa 
Rahaiar. 

Matlataartai Nafaa, Mr. fyai. 

Raaiy, tha Maa’bla Hahara|a Srltahaairi, al 
OaaiiaihBsar. 

Rataraflab, Rawahaaia K. 

Raaiaiaiiia, tha Naa'hM Kbwaja Mr, K.O.1.1. 
Rahaiaa, Kbaa Rahaiar A. M. L. 

Ralhat, tha Naa'Ma Hr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Rataar Rahaiaa Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, Hr. Dhaaaa|ay. 

Ray. Mr. Pallraai. • 

Sabaha Alaai, Hr. Syai. 

•aRraiMa AhiNi, NsJl. 

SaMa^ Hr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Raha M a ihaiaiaa . 

Is a ttaa , Mr. Rahari 

•aa, Rai Rahaiar iafaab Ohaaira. 

•aralat MlaBi, Mr. - 
Shahahaiila, Hr. R«a|a, O.R.I. 

S haa i a aii t a AhaMi Khaaihar, Hr. 

•Mar, Raha Ulla Maaia. 
iamh, Hr. M. RrahaaL 
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MnM.«r.4.w.l. Ww«mi«li. Mr. W. «. 

SMraMf«r,tMNMWiMr.N.t. VwafMlm. 

TMinMIa Kku, tiM HMWt Hr. Vmf All MwaMny, Mr. 

T«ffi ABmmI CMBtfliMnr, MmM NbII. ZaHar AliaH OlMatfiMrf, MaaM. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

The Ayes beinf? 60 and the Noes 96, the motion was lost. 

The (luestion that clause 15 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 16. 

The question that clause 16 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 17. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think your umendinent No. 29 is superfluous. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, that was taken from the 
Indian Companies Act which also contains the same provision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Which section of the Indian Companies Act please? 

Mr. BATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: It is, I think, section 20 of the 
Indian ComiKinies Act of 1913. I do not know the exact section of the 
new Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will it not give retroHpe(‘tive effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: 1 think that if retrospective effect 
is not given to this clause, then there will be difficulty. 

The HOfi’liii Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: You cannot 
say that off>hand. 

Mr. BREAKER: I think it is a very minor matter. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYA^L: Let it be moved flrst and then 
dropped. c» 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I beg to move that alter clause 
17 (3), the following sub^lauae be added, namely: — 

‘^(J) Amendment so registered ahall be as valid as if originally 
contained in the byelaws.” , 
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nt Hon’bif Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIlMCs As you bavch 
been good enough, Sir, to point out to my honourable friend, thie 
amendment seeks to give retrospective effect, which is not desirable. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: It does not seek but it might 
give that effect. 

The Hon’hte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That will bo 
the effect of the amendment, if accepted. I hope my honourable friend 
will not press his amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Satyupriya Banerjee that after clause IT (,'J) the 
following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(^) Amendment so registered shall be as valid as if originally 
contained in the bye-laws”, 

was then put and lost. 

The (luestion that clause IT stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause IS. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clauao 
18(7), line 5, after the word “SiMiety” the words “slating in writing 
the reasons for the same”, l>e inserted. 

Sir, may 1 also move amendment No. 32, which stands in my nameP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I also beg to move that in clause 
18 (2), the words “after affording the society an opj)ortunity of Iwung 
he^rd’’ in lines 2 and 3 Iw transjiosed after the word “ll<*gistrar“ in 
line 5. 

Sir, the second amendment is more or less a drafting improvement. 
You will notice, Sir, that the wording, as it now stands, makes the 
meaning rather difficult of comprehension. It reads thus: “If the 
society fails to make the amendment within the time specified, the 
financing bank may, after affording the society an opportunity of being 
heard, forward to the Itegistrar the amendment whicli it considers neces- 
sary and desirable, and the Registrar, if satisfied that the amendment 
is not contrary to the provisions of the Act or the rules, may thereupon 
register the amendment and forward to the society”, etc. The provi- 
sion there made is that it is the financing bank, which is the complain* 
ant in this case, which should afford opportunity to the society of being 
beard. On the contrary, the intention ronst have been that the order* 
ing authoyiy, that is, the Registrar, should be given the power of 
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affording tlie society concerned an opf>ortnnity of being heard. There- 
fore, I have chosen the transposition of the words ‘'after affording the 
•society an opportunity of being heard'’ after the word “Registrar", 
so that the “orxportunity of being heard" will be given by the Registrar 
«nd not by the financing bank concerned. That is so far as amendment 
No. 32 is concerned. 

Now, amendment No. 31 is quite clear. It means that whenever the 
financing bank will make an amendment within such time as it may, 
the financing Iwnk will call upon the society stating in writing the 
reasons for such action. If the society does not know why the financing 
bank desires this change, it may be difficult for the society concerned 
to understand why the amendment is desired. When the power of the 
financing hunk is reserved to direct amendment of bye-laws, it is only 
necessary that the financing bank should allow the society concerned to 
know why the change is desired. With that end in view, I have pro- 
posed that the society should have stated the reasons in writing by the 
financing hank concerned. That is my amendment No. 31. 

These two amendments will, I Hupix)se, Sir, he accepted, as they 
unhstantially improve the meaning of the suh-sections of clause 18. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Wordsworth, are you moving your amend- 
ment ? 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: No, Sir. As my amendment is cover- 
.ed hy amendment No. 26, there is no need for me to move my amend- 
ment. 

The Hon’Ue Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 18 (7), line 3, after the word ‘^member" the words 
“and a debtor" be inserted. 

Sir, as regards the two amendments moved by Dr. Sanyal, the posi- 
tion is this. 

So far as No. 31 is concerned, it will appear from the clause itself 
that all these will have to be settled by rules ; for the clause itself says 
that whenever a financing bank takes any action against the society, it 
will have to be done in a prescribed manner. This shows that all these 
details will have to oe settled by rules. 

Sir, with regard to amendment No. 32, 1 am afraid, there is some 
amount of misapprehension. The facility to be beard is designed to be 
given to the financing bank and not to the Registrar. The financing 
bank, so far as its debtor is concerned, will have the right to ask the 
debtor member to satisfy the financing bank as to its bye-laws and 
thereupon the financing bonk will hear the society and then make its 
recommendations to the Registrar. It is not designed that the hearing 
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Trill l)e given by the Registrar but that hearing Tvill be given by the 
financing bank. Therefore, I do not think, it is necessary. On the 
contrary, I feel that there is some amount of misapprehension. On 
these grounds, I oppose both the amendments of Dr. Sanyal and I com- 
mend my own amendment to the acceptance of the House, whicli 1 con- 
fess, is at the instance of the Provincial Bank to make the position clear 
so far as financing bank is concerned. 

The motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 18(7). line 5, 
after the word “Society” the words “stating in writing the reasons for 
the same”, he inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal that in clause tlie 

words “after affording the society an opportunity of being heard” in 
lines 2 and d be transposed after the word “Registrar” in line 0, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
clause 18(7), line d, after the word “member” the words “and a debtor” 
be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 18, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 19. 

The question that clause 19 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 20. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 20 (7), line 2, after the word “inembers” the wonls and figure 
“or representatives elected under sub-section (J), as the case ma}’ be” 
be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, with 
regard to the amendments on this clause, may I, w^th your permission, 
point out that Government have given notice of a draft amendment 
which embodies all the suggestions that have been made in these 
amendments regarding the question of representation by delegation. 
I am extremely sorry that the notice could not be given earlier. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 would request you to hold 
over this clause for the time being. Let the draft be circulated so that 
we may examine it. 
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Mrt SPEAKER: In the meantime, I may read it out — 

The following proviso be added to sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 20, 
namely : — 

“Provided that in such circumstances as may be prescribed, the 
final authority may vest in the delegates of such members 
elected in the prescribed manner and assembled in general 
meeting.” 

This may now be circulated. 

Mr. Mullick, you might enquire why this notice was sent so late. 
Your office should have sent it earlier. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I will 
enquire into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the position then, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The consideration of clause 20 now’ stands over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in view of the fact that a draft 
has been before us, we might fini.sh our ol>serv{itions now so that 
probably before the draft is circulated, the HonTde Mini.‘'ter might 
examine the suggestions and redraft it because we find tliat tlie present 
draft i^t as hopeless ns the original draft of the clause. It does not 
improve the position at all. Probably lie is helped b\ very good 
draftsmen, ns in many other cases. Put the drafting is as cumbrous 
ns it can be. Sir, you read it yourself. There are two prescriptions 
provided. First, in the third sentence, there is the provision — “in such 
circumstances as may be pre.scribed”. Secondly, in the fifth line, there 
is also another prescripiion about the manner in which members 
assembled in a general meeting will be elected. Our idea is that when 
people cannot meet in any general meeting, they should have their local 
meetings at places where a sufficiently large number of members can 
collect and elect delegates from amongst themselves. But if they 
could come to a general meeting as proposed in the draft to elect 
delegates, they could as well exercise their votes in the general meeting 
itself. If tliey could meet in a general meeting, they could ns well 
finish their voting there. 

The Hon*ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Our idea is 
that so far as the question of delegation is concerned, there will be 
something in the nature of an electoral college which will meet 
amongst themselves to elect these delegates 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There will be no general meeting. 
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Tilt Hon*bl» Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs There will he 
a general meeting of the electoral college itself. That is how we have 
understood it and how we have put it. These delegates will have to he 
elected in a general meeting hy a sort of electoral college and those 
delegates when elected will come and meet in a general meeting to elect 
representatives for the purpose of constitution of this hotly. So tliere 
will have to he two meetings, first amongst themselves and secondly 
among delegates. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then it is not a general meeting of 
the memhers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, it is not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then you will have to define a 
general meeting. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All these will 
have to be done hy rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is the objection? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The whrde object is that where 
there are more tlian memhers of a s(K‘iely, or wliere the memhers 

live at long distances and scattered places, there sh(»uld he an 
oj)portunity of local electoral C(dleges ff»r electing delegates who miglit 
attend a general meeting, so that it may not he necessarv for all 
memhers to come and attend the general meeting or it may not he 
possilde for a coterie at a particular place where tlic meeting is lield tf) 
dominate over the entire g^eneral meeting’. In order to provide for that 
we thought that there should he two {»rocedures, one an electoral c(dlege 
electing certain repre.‘'entative.s in respective places. Secondly, th<‘.sc 
delegates will come and atteml the general meeting. Tin* Hon’ hie 
Minister’s stiggestion is that (jovernment \\il] enihody holh of tliese 
things within their nile^. But the words *'g<‘“f*ral meeting” are tliere. 
The words ‘general meeting” here mean sometliing different from what 
ordinary mortals understand hy this expression. Tiie Hmi’hle Minister 
makes us believe that the words “general meeting” in the amendment 
refer to the general meeting of the memhers collected in the electoral 
college. If that is so, it must he made clear. 

Tha Hoh’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry if 
I conveyed that meaning. A general meeting must mean a meeting of 
those delegates to choose the final authority of the society. It does not 
mean a meeting of the memhers of the electoral college. It must refer 
to the meeting where the delegates come. 
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Mf« 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: My draft is that in the case of 
any society having more than 2,o()() members only such members shall 
be entitled to attend general meeting who have been elected 
representatives for the purpose by the members in the manner 
prescribed. 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We are prepared to leave the 
prescription of the rules to Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think we had better leave clause 20 for the time 
being. It is very complicated. 


Clause 21. 

Mr. W. C. WORD8WORTHS May I move the two amendments 
together as they relate to the same structure? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 

Mr. W. C. W0RD8W0RTH: I beg to move that in clause 21(7), 
paragraph (a), be omitted, and paragraphs {h) and (r) of clause 21(7) 
be renumbered as paragraphs {a) and {h). 

I also beg to move that after clause 21(2) the following sub-clause 
be added, namely: — 

“(.5) The members of the Managing Committee and such other 
officers us the bye-laws may require shall be elected at the 
general meeting and members so elected in any >ear shall 
hold office subject to the provisions in clause 20 for three 
terms, a term being defined as the period between two 
consecutive annual general meetings. 

The outgoing members of the Committee shall be eligible for 
re-election'’. 

At this point, as this is the first amendment I move, I may be 
permitted to offer you an apology and the House an explanation, 
apology to you for sending in certain amendments late. I have been 
guilty of double dealings. The amendments that I have sent in in 
company with Mr, Kennedy and Mr. Steven have been sent in on behalf 
of the European Group; these amendments that I have put in in my own 
name have been put in after long deliberation of the Directors of the 
Provincial Bank and they represent the residuum. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are the Registrar’s 
amendments. 
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Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: They are the Board’s, Many 
amendmeuts have heeii put by tlie Board before the Minister and the 
Select Committee during; the last two years and this is the residuum 
that it was decided to send in at the last; but an important person 
disappeared from Calcutta at the bust moment ami we had to wait for 
final drafting until he could return. 1 thank you for accepting them. 
My (h>uble dealing has been re>t rained. I have not tried at all to 
canvass the European iirou]) on behalf of an\ amendments j)Ut in frjr 
the Provincial Bank and, in fact, the European (irou]> knew nothing 
about tlieni until they saw them on th(‘ paper. After tliat I may explain 
briefly that the Diicctors of the Provincial Bank are strongly convinced 
that unless \ou give some continuity to the authorities of Central 
Banks, ihcre v ill always he contusion, uncertainty and other disturh- 
ing fact(Us. They ((uislder it necessary that every man elected to an 
office or to the l)irect(»rate should rely upon three yi'urs’ cimtinual 
service ami more at tci wards if his servicivs are wauled hy the electors. 
I could say a lot about thus, but 1 tbink these tew words make the 
piirjuise of these amendni<‘nls clear, so 1 content myself with drawing 
attention to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I heg to oppose th(‘ amendments 
mo\i>(| by .\[r. \\*ordsu ort li Tiie nuisoiis for my o]>p(>siiion are so 
(di\ious tliat I Would not takt' much time (d the llotise. It is (jnile 
in the fitness of things that ceriain memla'is who have the juivilege of 
being in the Managing ( Onimit toe of th(‘ Pno incial Bank hy nomina- 
tion of the Ib*gistiar »>r by tin* clujue that manages the election will 
try to continue theit terms tor any len; 4 th of time and. therefore, it i.s 
in their interests thai tin* new aim‘ndim*nf lias come into existence. 
Mr. A\'ordworth and his fiicnds (*t iJk* Board of l)in‘ctor.s of the 
Provimial Bank would leitainK lik»* tn ha\e then lives cxlendfMl to 
three consecutive terms, if m»f imue Pioliably we might fiml them 
keen to fie there loi a longfu* jieriod than three years, hut that wotild 
htok eery awkward. Anyway it is simplv astounding to find tliat 24 
members of a Board of Dirertoi’s nf a Provincial Bunk of whicb nf» less 
tban tliree persons are directly nominated and tbe rest also iiap])en to 
be somelic.w or other proteges of the Hegistrar through methoils of 
which tfie less said the better, should try to dfuiiiiyitc over this iusfitu- 
tinn for a pretty long time. The a flairs and the management of the 
Provincial Bank are very well known and the manner in which tliese 
Directors function are al.so very well known; it is not the intelligence 
of the Board of Directors that is evidenced in anv of the traiisactionH 
of the Provincial Bank. The Directors are mere tooU in the hamlH of a 
wily and interfering Registrar or of a clique over which the Registrar 
has comidete control. It is a funny plea that such Board of Directors 
should cof!tinue in office because they have such onerous duties to their 
credit that they* have got to stay on in the interest the continuity 
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of work. This is something aetounding indeed. In fact, one of the 
previous Chairmen of the Provincial Bank had stated in the course of 
his address to the members of the Bank some time back, and it was no 
less a person than Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, one of the foremost 
businessmen of the city, that the manner in which the Registrar 
interfered in the day-to-day working was something shocking. He 
further stated that the Directors had practically nothing to do, because 
it were the officers, the Assistant Registrars concerned and the officers 
of the Depart ment, that practically put up proposals for loans and no 
loan could be granted without the recommendation of the Assistant 
Registrar concerned, and, therefore, the Directors had nothing to do 
than sim])ly to ditto the suggestions. Theoretically they may be an 
indepemlent body, but practically they have no independence. In the 
circumstances, it would be desirable that the entire institution should 
be remodelled and reorganised every year by new members who would 
be present at the general meeting every year and would be free 
to elect their own nominees. I know if any continuity is desired, the 
Registrar may still maintain that continuity by virtue of his })ower of 
noraination and such members whom he thinks very desirable in the 
interests of the Banks may be kept on in continuit} for an> length of 
time. 

There is also another interesting provision here. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Must we remove the Registrar. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If I could I would. The present 
Registrar is the nominee of an ex-Minister. He ought to have been 
turned out long ago. That is a different story. 

8o fur ns Mr. Wordsworth’s proposition is concerned, it is also quite 
contrary to the provisions of the Indian Companies Act where there is 
a provision that one-third of the members of the Board of Directors 
should retire, and tw(>-thirds continue. Even if that was provided for 
then I could have understood Mr. Wordsworth's anxiety to keep the 
business organization in line with the propo.sitions in the Indian 
l om])anies Act. He goes furtlier and he wants all of them to continue 
or he wants that the figure should be prescribed under the rules. Thi.s. 
8ir, is something which is absolutely contrary to the spirit of the co- 
operative movement and whicli will be absolutely cutting at the root of 
the democratic ideals on which the co-operative organization should be 
shaped. I therefore oppose both the amendments. 

Th« Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
afraid Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has Wn lalwuring under some miscon- 
ception as to the fact.s. What he has .stated about the Provincial Co- 
ojicrative 'Bank is not a correct picture of the situation. Whatever 
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existed in the time of the late Sir Rajendra Kath Mukherjee does not 
exist to-day. The conditions are entirely different. The Dii-ectors of 
the Provincial Bank whom I had the honour of meeting on several 
occasions take very great pains to examine each matter that comes up 
before them. 

^ Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On what materials 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The materials 
are there. 


Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Supplied hy whom? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: By the depart- 
mental officers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Please admit that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; That is not 
enough, Dr. Sanyol. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Becau.se they have no other 
machinery. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: They have 
their own machinery. Sir, 1 was just going to tell the House 


Mr. BREAKER: Di. Sanyal, I think you better do one thing. 
Evcrj' morning you go to the Hon’hle Minister’s hou.se or if you like 
I can moke him go to your house and then hav(‘ a good fight among 
yourselves and then come to the House ho that the jKiHMage of the 
Bill will he smooth. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: However, 
Sir, that is beside the point. Hut hi.s information about the constitu- 
tion of the Directorate of the Provincial Bank is not correct. For, 
out of the 24 Directors only three are nominateil by the Registrar and 
as many as 21 are elected by the several Central Banks at a confer- 
ence. I submit with all resiiect to this House, Sir, that the expression 
that<he used aliout the Directorate of the Provincial Bank does not 
indicate any respect for that body. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Well, I ha^e none, and I make 
no j<ecret of it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: But 1 should 
have expected that Dr. Sauyal should not have said so at least on the 
floor of this House. However, Sir, so far as the amendments of 
Mr. Wordsworth are concerned, 1 may at once intimate to the Houso 
that we had detailed discussions on this subject with the Directors of 
the rrovincial Bank and we felt that it was essentially necessary that 
there ought to Im? some continuity in the management of the Bank, of 
the Co-operative Societies, but that at the same time we should make 
some provision for fresh blood to come in. From that j)oint of view we 
suf»gested — and the matter was agreed upon — that every year there 
would be election of a section of the Directors, or in other words, that 
a section of the members of the Managing Committee would go out of 
office and to that extent there would be election every year so that 
while one particular member may continue to bold bis office for tbiee 
years, there wdll be fresh blood introduced e\eiy year to the extent of 
a third of the Directorate or the Managing Committi'C of a particular 
Co-operative Society. But I must confess that we failed to draft a 
suitable clause to meet nil these different ideas in the Bill. AVe 
thought, oil examination of clause 134, namely, the rulo-makiiig clause, 
that we would be able to include all this in detail in the rules. 
Although we agreed to the suggestion made by the Provincial Co- 
oiM'rative Bank, wc have not been able to put that in the Bill but I can 
give an nssuiance to Mr. AVordswortb, the Chairman of the Provincial 
Bank, that we will have it in the rules in the way in which it has been 
indicated in his amendments. 

With this nssuranee, Sir, 1 liope the honourable member will be good 
enough to withdraw his motion. 


Mr. W. C. W0RD8W0RTH: Mr. Sjumker, I bog to withdraw my 
amendments, namely, Nos. ‘27 and ‘28, by the leave of the House. 

The motions of Mr. Wordsworth — 

that in elau.se 2^ (/), paragraph (uK be omitted, and paragraphs 
{h) and (c) of clause 21 (/) he renumbered as paragraphs (a) 
and (h ) ; and 

that after clause 21 (2) the following sub-clause be added namely : — 

“(.D The members of the Managing Committee and such 
other officers as the by-laws may require shall be 
elected at the general meeting and members so elected 
in any year shall hold office subject to the provicions 
in clause 20 for three terras, a term being defined as 
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the period between two consecutive annual general 
meetings. 

The outgoing members of the Committee shall be eligible for 
reelection”, 

were then by leave of the Hou‘«:e withdrawn. 

The question that clause 21 stand part ol the Rill was then p\it and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HMEY: Mr. Si)eaker, Sir. 1 beg 
to move — 

That the business of tlie Assembly do stand adjourned to discuss u 
definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, 
namely, the lathi charges by th(‘ Police on the students inside the 
Lslaiiiia CoJleg-e in Calcutta on the att(‘rnoon of .hil\ 22, 1910, resulting 
in injuries tf) a number of students. 

Sir, it is with a sense oj shame and humiliation that I have to plaee 
my adjournment motion before the House. Sir, it is to the eternal 
shame ot the part\ in p<»wei that the jK.*rsons wijo work on th(*ir ladialf 
in this pKnince, tliat stinhuits of Rengal, mo.s| oJ them .Mussalinan.s, 
have been suhjerted ttj Idood-hatii h\ the dentures (d’ Ijuu and tlrd(*r. 
Sir, I (juite aj)pie(iate, not onl\ ujipieciate hut admire*, the stat(‘inent 
issued by the lion’ hie Chief Minister this morning. Sir, ho has made 
it absolutely clear that lo* (tin* Jlon'hle Chief Minister) had nothing 
t(j do with thi.s imident. He has iurther a<ld(‘d that the Principal of 
the ( nllege has got nothing t(» do with this incident, i shall read n 
si’iiteiice lioiii tin statement is.sue<l by the Jlon’hle Chi(*f Minister. It 
is thi.s that “the Police appeared on the bcene in consequence of infeu- 

mation H'ceived That the Principal did nr)t ask 

for Police intervention i.s quite dear, »Sir. May I then ask, who was it 
that requisitioned the servi{ es ot the I'olice !*' Is it the C’hief Police 
Offic er or ^he Minister in charge ot the Ihdice Dc'jmrtrnent ^ I pause 
fcii a leply. Sir, in the absence of any rejilv it ig presumed that it i.s 
the Ilon’ble Home Minister in charge of Law ninl Order who recpiisi- 
tioned the .services of the IVilice. To do what, Sir? It is to ravish — 
the word used may be strong — to ravi.sJi tlie sanctity of this educational 
institution. With regard to the attitude of the studciitM of the Islamia 
College, the Hon’ hie Chief Minister has made his position fuither dear. 
He ha.s stated : “I cannot but feel the utmost sympathy for the boys 
of ^he Islamia College who have behaved .splendidly throughout a most 
dihiiMilt sftuation and who have always shown the utmost readiness to 
“Hubmit to discipline”, and he has also said that they were sent for not 
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by the Principal who had been doing all he could do to keep the students 
under control and to allow things to settle down to the normal without 
interference of any kind by anybody. Sir, possibly the Minister in 
charge of the Home Department had not the patience to leave the 
matter entirely to the Principal of the College, who is the best judge to 
take any action he thought fit for that incident. Sir, I can say from 
my personal knowledge that the students of the Islamia College did not 
join the strike nor did they join the processionists. They have been 
very regular in their classes and on that day were more regular than 
usual. If anybody goes and sees the register of the college he will find 
that th(‘ attendance was more than usual that day. They had l>een in 
their classes attending to the lecturers. If the Hon’ble Home Minister 
meant business, if he had any ex|;erience of the police administration, 
the police should have stopi>ed the procession in the streets but they did 
not do so and that wdth a purpose. When they assembled in front of 
the college and entered the college compound, it was the business of the 
Principal to protect his own college and its comix)und. What did the 
Poli(‘e do? They interfered, they made lafJti charges on the students 
and not satisfied with that they reciuisitioned more police and within a 
few minutes armed police, (lurkha police, full of glories, ap}>eared on 
the scene and began lathi charges indiscriminately, so much so that they 
chased the students and I say from my personal knowledge that even 
Profesors have not been spared by the Police to the uttter sliarae of T^w 
and Order. Sir, who are these students? Sir, these students fought 
the famous battle of Patuakhali, not only fought, but siicccessfully 
fought and won the same battle of Patuakhali. It is these students who 
are the mninsta}' 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid that is absolute beyond the scope of 
this discussion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Sir, I was going to say 
that they fought the battle 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They might have fought any battle, but for the 
time being they are students, that is all. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: The students of the 
Islamiu College always obey discipline. In this matter, Sir, we want 
to hear from the Vice-Chancellor that in future there will not be any 
such invasion. Sir, the sanctity of colleges should be preserved by 
the Vice-Chancellor of the College — (A voice: Vice-Chancellor of the 
Unhersity.) — I am sorn*, by the Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

Mr. 8P,^AKERs I know that you are not so ignorant as that! 



1940.] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


107 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My point is that even the 
University College students have not been 8|)are(l by the Police. 

Sir, as soon as I received the information I liurried to the college 
and I eacjuired about the injury received by students, and I saw to 
utter surprise — and we have got exj>erieiice of th(‘se sorts of out- 
rages by the police during the days of the Civil Disobedience Mov<*- 
meut started by the Congress — it surpassed all outrages, it broke all 
the records of the past. 1 saw to my utter surprise that one 
Mr. Waseque, President of the Students’ Federation and one 
Mr. Anwarul Iltui and several other students were not only st*verely 
assaulted but practically they were subjected to a blood-bath, I use the 
word blood-bath deliberately, and 1 saw marks of blood in the 
college premises here and there and on the walls. Sir, in the name of 
law and order, the Ilon’ble the Home Minister intended to su|>press 
the mov(*ment that is going on. But be forgets that eacli and every 
student of the Islamia College is like an incendiary lK>mb, and if it 
once hits the ministerial structure it will demolish its lock, stiK'k jind 
barrel, and reduce the ministerial structure to ashes. Sir, the Ilon’ble 
the Home Minister is playing with fire, and he is thinking in a bureau- 
cratic way that this i)olice ziditm will ultimately result in bringing the 
students to their knees, but, Sir, that is not to be. In this demo- 
cratic age when every student feels the urgency, feels the call of free- 
dom, it is imi>ossible for the Police of this province to keep them in 
surveillance any longer. Sir, it was the business of the Police Chief 
as well as the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Police Department to 
provide adequate 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a [>oinl of order, Sir. I see a 
gentleman in the visitors’ gallery taking notes. Is it jK*rmissihle? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think there* are surplus re[)ort(*rs on tin* top. 
You will have to g-ug the j>ress if you stop that. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: The Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge wlieii he contemjdated the assault, and, Sir, 1 am of opinion 
that it has l>een done deliberately, he ought to hye provided sufiicienl 
ambulance cars to carry the students from the scene of assault to the 
hospitals, but to my surprise no such arrangement was made for any 
ambulance car, but instead sufRcient prison vans were ready to carry 
the assaulted and arrested students to jail. Sir, it was the business 
of the TTome Minister wlien he received first information to go to the 
place and see things for himself, as was done by the ITon’hle the Chief 
Minister. (A voice: It was too hot for him.) I understand that the 
Hpai^hle the Chief Minister met the students and expressed his regret 
he has done in the morning and as he has done in the afternoon in 
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this House. The attitude, the mentality, the bureaucratic mentality 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Police would not i>erHuade 
him to go to the place of occurrence to see the injured students and 
syiripalhize with their injuries. Sir, I would not ha\e moved the 
adjoin iiment motion at all in the face of the statement made by the 
Hon ’hie the Chief Minister in this House. Sir, it is only to make a 
personal request to the Hon’hle the Chief Minister that I have tabled 
this adjournment motion. I request the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister to 
resign immediately on this issue and at this opportunity and to 
reshuffle the Ministry with better i)er.son8 and to do away with these 
undesirable elements in the Cabinet. Sir, this is the time and 
op])ortunity for the Prime Minister to reshuffle the Ministry. The 
Bengal Muslims are with the Chief Minister, and I am sure the ITindus 
ulsi) are with the Chief Minister. It is tinu' for him to do away with 
these undesirable elements, — I say once more undesiralile elements — 
from the Cabinet. 

With these few words, Sir, I move my adjournment motion. 

Mr. B. MUKHERill : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
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'51^ ^5^ 451 ^ ®151 ftjj? C5t^ 'OT 5555 1 5^ 15151? ^IW 

’ft5^ 515 ; 5'T:W? IJlm 8»|5 5ft OTTW5 (SUTT 51^5 
^ ’*r41tbl5 CT1OT75 C5117I C51171 ftlTS 51:5 1 ^JRJJft 
6*15' «rejW5 C5in:^ <51:71 5ft '5*15 JP3515 5*1 cnn 51:55 <515171 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
diftcussion before this House to-night is a discussion which, I submit, 
Sir, with all the emphasis that I can command, should be too, deep tor 
tears. This should not be an occasion for mutual recrimination. VVe 
have to consider very great questions of principle. Therefore I am 
addressing you and through you the House not by way of supporting 
an ordinary adjournment motion, the chief purpose of which is to 
censure the Government of the day. The unfortunate incident which 
took place yesterday wdthin the sacred precincts of one of the best 
educational institutions in Bengal is an incident which should compel 
thoughts amongst even the most thoughtless amongst ourselves. I have 
not got sufficient facts at my control to lie able to give a historical 
narrative as to the incidents, as to the circumstances which led up to 
this tragic incident e8))ecially in view of the assurance given by our 
distinguished friend the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in the earlier ])art 
of the sitting of to-night. 1 do not think, Sir, any useful purpose 
w’ould be served if I were to narrate the circumstances which have 
led up to this tragedy. The Hon'ble the (^hief Minister desires the 
appointment of a Committee of En(|uirv. I hope this Committee of 
Enquiry will be given large powers, so that it may make recommenda- 
tions for the future governance of our students in schools and colleges. 
I hope that this Committee of Enquiry sliould (‘on^ist of men of 
experience not only in the art of politics but also in the art of education 
as well. T hope that this Committee of Enquiry should be an absolutely 
impartial committee of enquiry. Its task will indeed be heavy. It 
will have on the one hand to fight against the dominant tendency of 
the country standing i^erhaps on the verge of revolution the tendency 
to exploit the inflammable youths for ]>olitical purposes; on the other 
hand it will be the task of this Committee of Emiiiirv to safeguard 
the legitimate interests of educational institutions. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I see round me many graduates of "Western Universities. They know 
how discipline in thovse Universities is maintained. For instance, I see 
graduates on the other side of the Hcnise of the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge looking at me. They are familiar with the Vice- 
Chancellor’s court. 

Sir, seven years ago such an unfortunate incident happened within 
the precincts of the University of Calcutta. The Police trespassed into 
the University premises and unprovoked assaults followed — assaults 
upon innocent boys and girls. One of the persons assaulted was the 
son of a very distinguished Government official and the Chanc.ellor of 
the day made ample amends at least to that paHicula^r student. I have 
read the statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minisf^ with the greatest 
attention that it deserves and I hop© the Hon’hl© Chief Minister 
is not merely expressing his deep sense of rej^fft paly for unprovoked 
assaults on innocent persons. A great questiiii q| principle is involved 
in the ca^ of either breaches of discipline or «Mjrt| maintaiil^w 
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and order inside the premises of educational institutions. May I 
suggest to the Ilou’hle the (.'hief Minister that in future in cases of 
indiscipline inside college or school jireniiscs, the (piestion id discipline 
may be left entirely eitlier t(» the rriucipal or to the Head Muster 
concerned, and if the Principal or the Head Master conc'erned finds 
it impossible to maintain law and order if will then be necessary for 
them to seek the protection of the agents of law and order and then 
the information will be received at the <»tHce of the lloiride the Home 
Minister but not till thenP Let m)t trespass info eilurational institu- 
tions be encouraged on the pretext of maintaining law atid onler. 
Sir, I was surprised to read in the papers this morning that a distin- 
guished iiiemher of the Upper House has also been put under airest. 
But as I was coming to attend the session to-night I found that distin- 
guislieil member here beaming with delight. The episoile, Sir, seems 
to be almost a trngi-comic. If that is so, let us hope with the assurance 
of the Hoirhle tiie Chief Minister that the episode wliich had begun 
with a tragedy niigljt have the epilogue of deliglit for eacli and every 
one of us. 

I am glad, Mr, Speaker, to find the Hon’ble Chief Minister making 
ail announcement about the removal of a symbol. 1 will not refer, 
Sir, specifically in view of ycnir past ruling to that unmentionable 
symlnd which stands only as a symbol but aftci all, Mr. Speaker, the 
word symb<d has a great significaiue, for instance, when tlie soldiers 
of a country fight for tlieir flag, it is for a symbol alone that 
lay down their lives. When, for instance, the fury of <me of the 
greatest revolutions of the world burst ui><m the effete survival of 
feudalism in Europe, ulien for in.stam*e, the j>rison-hou8c of Bastille 
was stormed, it was stormed only against a symlud, for, history records 
that there were only 8 prisoners inside those well known war-worn 
and now-forgotten walls. Mr. Speaker, when once more even the 
other day Mr. Hitler in connexion with bis ravagef in Europe took away 
that symbol of what is sufiposed by him to have been the humiliatioi^ 
of Germany to Berlin, viz., a small wagon, a simtll carriage which our 
Government provides for our Hon’hle Mini.sters for their safe sojourn 
on the hill-tops where they n.'^ually cool their heads. That, again, Sir, 
wa.s a symbol and therefore, Sir, throughout the world men have 
fought, men have died, men have rested their thoughts and men have 
obtained their laurels only on symbols and that A'nibol, Mr. Speaker, 
to which reference cannot be made, if that symbol, Sir, is a symbol 
of something which cannot be mentioned because as I find the Hon’ble 
Home Minister deeply interested in some confidential document, that 
symbol, Sir, if it is a symbol of ignominy, that symbol may just as 
well be removed to save the people from sentiment of ignominy. Senti- 
ment, Mr. Speaker, like symlnd has its uses in this world. Sentiment 
need not be brushed aside and a Government which calls itself a popular 
i^ge^nmi^nt, which rests upon the suffrage of an expanded electorate 
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is a Government which can neither igrnore the symbol, nor the senti- 
ment of the people at larfi:e. Mr. Si)eaker, I hope, Sir, that in the 
years to come, such tragic incidents inside the sacred precincts of 
educational or religious or even charitable institutions shall not be 
rejjcatcd. I know, Sir, that the protectors of Law* and Order will 
demand a corresponding obligation from those who come into conflict 
with law and order. But remember, Sir, that law has not throughout 
the a^ies, throughout the centuries tliiouyh wliich the world has passed, 
rememi)er, law and order have not nece.ssarily been ethics. Therefore 
my liumhlc a)»peal to the guardians (»f Law and Order is that hy all 
means let law he ministered, but, the guardians of law and order need 
not neeessarily emulate Lord Byron's famous Hero-Albion's Lawless 
Chief, whose lawless w’ord was law. 

I liave finished, Sir. 

(The House was then adjourned for lo minutes.) 

{Ajter adjournment.) 

Mr, 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: Sir, I rise to lend my wholehearted 
support to the motion for adjou*,**i;ent moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. Sir, I feel it extremely difficult to 
congratulate the Ministry on their farsightedness in this affair. The 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has made a statement to-day. I am almost 
definite that if he had taken steps a little earlier and made this state- 
ment, much of the unpleasantness w’ould have been avoided, and perhaps 
he would have earned the gratitude, if not of all, but of many members 
of this House and also of people outside this House. 

Sir, coming to the statement itself, it appears to me that it is 
neither complete nor satisfaetory. In these days of the rule or rather 
abuse of the Defenee of India xV<'t and the rules framed thereunder, 
and of rigorous censorshi]> and of the banning of news, it is almost 
impossible to get any coireet or eom])lete news with regard* to any 
matter througli the press and news ngeneies. Hiider these cireum- 
stanees, we are left mostly to conjeeture and if I make a statement in 
this House with regard to the incident, jwrhaps a member from the 
other side will at once jump up and say that the statement is incorrect. 
Therefore, it becomes extremely difficult for us to say anything with 
any amount of definiteness or certainty. It was, I submit, most 
imperative under these circumstances that the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister should not have been so brief in his statement. It would have 
been better and interesting and perhaps convincing not only to this 
House but to the whole of Bengal that is looking forward to learn 
what the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has got to say on this point, if he 
hnwS not stopped short by simply expressing his regret for an incident 
which took place last evening. I expected that he woul^ 
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offici^ version at least. There are no dilliriilties with regard to it. 
But it might be said by my friends opjx)site that he has avoided it, 
because a Committee of Enquiry is going to be appointed, and therefore 
it was not right for liim to make any statement with regard to the 
facts. Sir, with due respect to the UniCble the diief Minister and 
to his colleagues this argument I at least cannot take us convincing. 
Thm are certain facts wlueh are undisputed ami indisputable. There 
is the medical certificate of persons injured. There is the fact, as 
far as I know, that (lurklias t‘nten*d the sacred jirecincts of tho 
educational institution, the dearest institution of the Muslims of the 
Province, namely, the Islamia (^)IIege, and I understand that it was 
done witliout the permission of the Principal — perhaps in spite of the 
objection of the Principal. It would have been better, as I say, if 
(li(‘ lion hie the ( hiet Minister had made tbe^e ])oints clear. But, Sir, 
it appears to me the reu8<in for his silence on these points is not far 
to seek. He knows tliat bis eonstitueiu'y , the eonstitueneies of my 
honourable friends o[»p()site, the entire Muslim eommunity of Bengal, 
not to speak of the Hindus, are anxious to know it, and they want to 
know it from the mouth (»f the Ilon’lde the Chief Minister, because 
publication of the facts w’ill lose them w’hatcver little poj>uIurity they 
have now got. (Laughter from the Coalitirm Benches.) I know you 
w^ill be laughing and smiling and doing all sorts of things. I.et the 
Ministry remain for good. Let my honourable friends come here year 
after year, and se^Mieu after session to this Hou^'C. ad(>rn the lu'iicfies 
get the benefit and serve tlie country in any way they think best. I 
have not the least grievame about that, but I am making it perfectly 
clear in this House that I am getting absolutely disappointed when 1 
find that we Lave nothing in this House excei)t recrimination, and 
discussion and debate and this Houm* will show that we are absululelv 
unfit for self-goverument. 

Now, Sir, let me come to the prdnt. This is what struck me. I 
am only making my submission to you, Sir, and to the honourable 
members of this House. I submit, Sir, most rcsiiectfully that the 
public has got every right to know the.se things. If the Hon'ble the 
Chief Minister or the Hon'ble the Home Minister will be pleased to 
supply these materials, I at least will feel gratified and grateful. It 
is necessary that the facts should be made public*su that the country 
may know all these things. That is all I desire. It appears to me 
that by the appointment of a comnrittee, an attempt is made 
to shelve the matter. After six months or after a year a reiMrrt 
will come* out and all these things will be published, and people will 
think that as the Holwell Monument has been removed, there is no 
grievance. However, Sir, I repeat the public has got a right to know 
wh^^he«incidejit is, wdiat are the facts and what is the genesis of 

trouble, who is or who are responsible for requisitioning of the 
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Gurkhas; did the Principal object to the entry of the Gurkhas into 
the institution, or was the entry of the Gurkhas with the permission 
of the Principal? Sir, there is no difficulty, I think, in making a 
statement to the House to-night as to the names or the number of 
students or other persons, who have been injured and the nature of the 
injuries they have sustained, and in what condition they are now, the 
number and names of the students and other persons who have been 
arrested in this connection and where they are now and what Govern- 
ment propose to do with them in the near future. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanval: Release them.) I do not know whether they will be released. 
That is what the public want to know. I have grave doubts if they 
will all be released. My friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal will be 
disappointed if he hopes that Government will release them all. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: We live in hopes!) (Rai Harendkv Nath 
CiiAUDHURi : We also live in hoax !) 

Now, Sir, there is one more thing. A communal colour has been 
given to this matter. (Cries of ‘‘No, no” from the Coalition Benches 
and cries of “Yes, yes” from the Opposition Benches.) I say. Sir, 
thai it has been done even by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. There 
were some statements made by the Hon’ble the Home Minister the 
other day. If I remember aright the Hon’ble the Chief Minister made 
a conflicting statement and spoke of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose as the 
most lovable personality in Bengal politics — admired and respected 
by all. But, Sir, the Hon’ble the Home Minister attributed sinister 
motives to that very person. Perhaps both the statements are true, 
but to us, men with lesser calibre, it is impossible to reconcile these 
statements. 

Now, Sir, it has been stated that the Holwell Monument will be 
removed. The question still remains when and where. I have every 
hope that it will be removed very soon, because it has already been 
stated that most of my friends of the Coalition have agreed to its removal. 
But the question of where still remains and in view* of the compli- 
ments showered upon my white friends on my left by the Hon'ble the 
Chief Minister. I have grave misgivings in regard to it. I only hope 
that my misgivings wdll l)e found to be false by actual facts. (At 
this stage there wast an inaudible interruption from a member of the 
Coalition Party.) Sir, owing to distance it is very difficult for me 
to catch the words of my friend opposite; otherwise, I would have 
replied to it. 

The next thing that is of the utmost importance in this connection 
is that we want to know the facts. What has happened to the people 
who resorted to Satyagraha and courted arrest in connection writh this 
monument? There were both Hindus and Muslims. What-^}^ 
happened to them or whether there has been any discrimination in tne 
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matter of arrests of Satyagrabis for the removal of this Holweil 
Monument P 

I must be in a hurry, Sir, because I find that my time is coming 
to an end. There is another thing to which I would draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble tlie Chief Minister. He has expressed regret to the 
students and staft of the Islamia College. Many other students were 
involved, and perhaps in their case the explanation will be that they 
were not justified in going there; hence this discrimination. There 
are, Sir, strong feelings in the country in regard to this matter. People 
may think — I am only repeating the expression used by the Hon'ble 
the Home Minister — that Government were inspired by a sinister 
motive. I submit, Sir, that all this has been done to keep the two 
communities, namely, the Hindus and Muslims, divided. (Hai 
Hahendicv Nath Chaudhuki : Hear, hear.) But I am confident, Sir, 
that it will he very difficult now to keep the students of the two com- 
munities apart and create a gulf between them. I hope they will 
all join hands in matters in which they have common interest. 

Now, Sir, the next thing that I want to speak about is with regard 
to the enquiry committee. We hope, and I would join in the appeal 
of ray honourable friend Mr. Banerji, that this committee may not 
be constituted on party or communal considerations. In view of the 
very important point of principle involved it ought to represent the 
public as a wlude. It ought to represent all shades of public opinion. 
Again, Sir, there is a misgiving because there is no time-limit as 
regards the suhniission of the report. We all know what happens to 
enquiry committees and their recommendations. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mft W. A. Mt WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the time for this 
debate is drawing to a close, I shall in a very few sentences make the 
attitude of my party clear. Whilst we regret. Sir, that any innocent 
persons may have suffered injury in yesterday’s incidents, we also 
very much more deeply regret the agitation Which has led up to these 
incidents, and we hope, Sir, that punishment w’ill be meted out to all 
those who have been responsible for instigating the incidents of 
yesterday afternoon. 

It is to us, Sir, of the utmost importance that the police should 
know that they have the fullest support of all loyal persons throughout 
Ike province in administering law and order. My party deprecate the 
fact that a statement has Ijeen made to-day that a committee of 
enquiry is to be appointed to enquire into these incidents. They are 
oftke ofiinion, Sir, tkat these incidents should more properly be 
•'iwrred through the ordinary departmental methods. They have the 
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fullest confidence in the Home Minister and his department, the 
efficiency of which is admittedly greater than that in any other pro- 
vince. (Mr. P. Banerjt ; (Question.) I hope, Sir, that it will be 
possible to give an assurance that before any question of a committee 
of enquiry is raised, the matter will be first dealt with by the ordinary 
channels of the Home Minister’s department, and I should once again 
like to say that we of this party will give our fullest support to the 
Home Minister in carrying out whatever steps he may wish to take for 
the preservation of law and order in this province. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this 
House has had occasions to discuss in the past many instances of alleged 
oppression by the i)olice on innocent people. But, Sir, I would ask 
the House in the first instance to distinguish the present subject-matter 
from the class of cases ordianrily discussed on the floor of this House 
on such occasions, and the reason why, Sir, 1 ask the House to do so is 
more imperative because of the remarks, remarks which just fell from 
the Leader of the European Group. I ask him, Sir, and my other 
friends to remember that we are not discussing just now an ordinary 
phase of police oppression or police attack. We are discussing a case 
where the police entered the precincts of an educational institution 
and attacked students under circumstances which still have to be 
explained to the House and to the public. Sir, I believe that there 
must be members in the European Group who have passed through the 
portals of British Universities (Laughter from the Opposition Benches) 
(Kai IIarendua Nath CuArDurRi : Very few!) and I wish them to 
tell me: would it be imaginable for the police force say in Oxford, 
London or Cambridge to rush into a college or a university without 
the pemiisison or knowledge of the Principal or its Vice-Chancellor? 
(Cries of ‘‘Yes, yes” from the European members.) If, Sir, that is 
not possible — (Cries of “It is possible” from the European members) — 
I know it is possible and may he possible if things go wrong with 
Britain in the war; if Germany wins the war, everything might be 
possible (Laughter). But, Sir, I have had some experience of British 
universities and whatever my friends here may say, they may say, but 
I refuse to btdieve that without the permission, without even any 
request coming from the Principal or the head of any British educa- 
tional institution, tlce police would rush into the precincts of an 
educational institution or university and belabour students. I refuse 
to believe it, and my friend who says that it is done, I ask him. Sir, 
after I sit down, to get up and give us here and now the details of that 
institution where such an incident occurred. 

Now, the distinction I have made has to be made. When I heard 
yesterday of this incident, I did not at first believe that the incident 
could ever be true, because I claim to know the distinguished ^Principal 
who presides over t,he Islamia College to-day. I do not wish to 
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from the House that I have deep admiration and rejrard tor 
Mr. Zachariah, the Principal, and I could never believe that 
Mr. Zachariah was responsible for calling in the police unless he felt 
that the situation had gone entirely out of his control and there was 
going to be a riot which, of course, is not the case alh^ged by any one. 

Then, Sir, I read the statement issued by the llon'ble Chief Minister 
this morning. I may say, Sir, that that statement took my t)reath 
away. The statement in the first instance made an unwarranted dis- 
tinction by a reference to “our boys of Tslamin College” in particular. 
I do wish, Sir, that there may be some occasions when responsible 
members of the Government who may not belong to my community 
may look uj)on problems from a wider point of view and not always 
from this “our” point of view — the Rajshahi College jioint of view. 
Sir, there are students belonging to both communities — Hindus and 
Muslims — who are implicated in yesterday’s incident, and if the police 
committed atrocities, if the police atta<’ked individual students it ih 
but right and proper that the regret should come from the Chief 
Minister of the Province in respect of all students without any dis- 
tinction whatsoever on communal considerations, because I know, Sir, 
— 1 have it from some students themselves that they are not at all 
happy at the way in which this distinction has been deliberately made. 

Now, Sir, the question arises as to how the police came into the 
Islamia College. It is said that the Principal of the College did not 
send for the police; it is said that the authorities of the institution, 
namely, the members of the Governing Ihuly or the President of the 
Governing Body or even the Hon’ble Chief Minister who is the Minister 
of Education himself — they did not send for the police. The police 
came there suddenly. Sui)posing the police came there suddenly — let 
us take that that was true — probably in the first instance the police 
came there because there was some sort of disturbance inside an educa- 
tional institution. What hajipend thenf' Did they consult the 
Principal y AVhat was the occasion to reinforce the police by sending 
two lorryfuls of Gurkhas? By who.se order and from whose brain this 
idea came that these two lorryfuls of Gurkhas must lie sent to the 
Islamia College? There is no answer to that question whatsoever. 
Then what did the Gurkhas do? When the (^rkhas entered the 
Islamia College or the poliee who were in the Islamia College — did 
they make any distinction between innocent students and the students 
who were guilty? No. Did they enter into the college-rooms? They 
attacked students as they are accustomed to do and as we saw on 
previous occasions in the Presidency College where laboratories w^ere 
invaded by the police and teachers and students were belaboured. A 
similar incident was also repeated in the University College buildings 
during tie Civil Disobetlience days when the police entered info the 
r University and attacked students. Although it was claimed on that 
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occasion that the police came for certain specific purposes, there was 
no undue delay on the part of the authorities to admit that in those 
circumstances the interference of the police was unjustified. But now 
why should there be this hesitation on the part of responsible Ministers 
to say so and why should a distinction be souf^ht to be made in the 
present case? The distinction is that the Cabinet have expressed to 
the l^rincipal and staff and students of the Tslamia College their deep 
and sincere regret, if any innocent yersons were injured. In other 
words, if any of tlie persons injured was not innocent, there is no occasion 
for any regret, “deep”, “sincere”, or otherwise. 

Now, Sir, is this the way in which a statement should be issued 
by the Chief Minister on behalf, of the Government? I would, Sir, 
look at the matter from an entirely different point of view. If the 
case of Government is that the situation in the Islamia College 
yesterday was such that there was going to be a tremendous disturb- 
ance, a serious breach of law and order, and that it really passed out 
of the hands of the College authorities entirely, and police interference 
was essential, then of course the matter would stand on a different 
footing. But if ray students are guilty — I speak here as one, connected 
with a number of educational institutions — I would first of all try to 
know how to deal with the students ra5’8elf instead of seeking the pro- 
tection of the police, the upholders of law and order. If it is found 
there were students whether belonging to the Islamia College or other 
colleges who are guilty of a breach of discipline, there are specific 
provisions for proceeding against them, but it is inhuman, it is callous, 
it is unthinkable for any civilised Government to be responsible either 
directly or indirectly for sending police force of Gurkhas for the 
purpose of teaching lessons to students of colleges and of the University. 
I say that it is absolutely essential that the Government should recon- 
sider the position and look at the matter from an entirely different point 
of view. It is not an ordinary case of disturbance. If the students 
are responsible for creating a disturbance as they do in every other 
part of the world, then there are ways of dealing with them. 

Sir, I cannot but be very strong and emphatic in my condemnation 
of the methods employed yesterday. I should not conceal from you 
at file same time^ my anxiety on another score, that is, I 
do not want that these continuous strikes in educational institu- 
tions should become a common feature of the educational administration 
in the Province. I would, therefore. Sir, appeal to all sections of the 
House to give this matter their fullest consideration — it is not a party 
question, it is a matter which seriously concerns the future welfare of 
Bengal. Why should there be such recurrence of strikes in educational 
institutions? Every one of us who has a little share of responsibility 
for guiding public opinion should conduct himself in such max^r 
that these strikes may be matters of the past. I hold this view as mSl 
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connected with education.. Sir, I do not conceal that there may J>c 
occasions when students in our educational institutions may be called 
upon to leave their studies and take part in some bi^ national struggle. 
British universities are closed to-day and the studeut^j there are taking 
part in what they consider to be a national struggle, but ordinarily 
there should not be any effort on the part of any one, whatever politit'al 
party he may belong to, to induce students to leave their educational 
institutions and take part in big common strikes. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear’’ from Coalition Benches.) When, Sir, the time comes l('r us to 
call upon the students to leave their educational institutions and take 
part in any national stiuggle, we must also n])ply a severe test on 
every one of us. Those of us wlio do so must be prepared — each and 
every f)ne — to make that sacrifice ourselves. If we are prepared to 
lead such a struggle and ask every one to follow that struggle, 1 can 
understand it. But then, Sir, so long as that does not happen, every 
party in this Assembly and the authorities of educational institutions, 
the University and the Government, the guardians — we must all put 
our heads together and find out the means for j)reventing the continu- 
ance of .strikes in educational institutions. (Cries of “Hear, hear 
from the Coalition Benclies.) But when we shall deal with a situa- 
tion in any educational institution we shall not apply i>olice methods, 
because police methods will defeat the very purpose which tlie Govern- 
ment have in view. If Government’s motive is to have a better 
atmosphere, that atmosphere will not come by pursuing these police 
methods. These methods have been tried in the past but they have 
failed. In those days they were tried by the bureaucratic Govern- 
ment and we protested against them. To-day we find that that method 
is being tried 'without any hesitation by a Government tl»at claims to be 
popular. I hope, in view of the serious situation that has arisen, the 
Chief Minister who is also the Education Minister of the Province, 
will conduct hiniself in such a manner that he will he able to rally 
round him all the different shades of public opinion in the Province so 
that we may work together for the common good of Bengal. 

Sir, I shall now refer to the other question — the removal of the 
sjinbol — of course, ordinarily this would not be relevant to the subject- 
matter under discussion — the Chief Minister, I believe, unconsciously 
has coupled both the incidents together in his statement — the Holwell 
monument and the Islamia College strike. With regard to that 
particular agitation I find that a member of the Upper House who was 
arrested yesterday has been released to-day. I suppose Government ‘s 
proceeding from backwards — a person arrested yesterday has been 
released to-day. Following that process perhaps all the i>ersons who 
have been arrested in connection with this agitation will be released , 
course of the next few days. I hope we shall see the end of this 
* very soon; when the symbol is removed, I do not know where it will go; 



124 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[23ed Jtjly, 


it might be handed over to the British members who may decide to 
carry it (you cannot carry things now, that is not safe) to England; 
perhaps to be preserved at the British Museum. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQUI: My colleagues in this House 
will, I hope, forgive me for intervening in this debate and taking part 
in the discussion to-night. I remained silent throughout the two 
j)revious debates on the same subject and I would have remained silent 
even to-day, but I feel that we have had enough of this Black Hole 
Monument business. I feel, Sir, that we are all living in an atmos- 
phere of unreality. We seem to have forgotten that there is a war 
going on. In the face of that terrible reality, I ask. Sir, should we 

as representatives of the people of Bengal and as Indians devote our 

energies, our attention, and all our thinking capacity to this wretched 
monument which has taken up three days of debate and which required 
three adjournment motions. There are bigger things to be thought 
of, for, behind them there are dangers which are looming large and 
coming nearer home. Cannot we all forget this monument P If the 
heart of every one of the honourable gentlemen opposite is opened it 
will be found that they realize they are talking unrealities, that they 
are indulging in debate and discussion which have no foundation what- 
soever. The C(»alition Party decided during the last session of the 
A.S8embly that the monument should go. The Cabinet agreed that it 
Jiuist go. Time had also bt‘en fi.\ed for its removal. It was 6 months. 
Now in order to make political capital, they staged a movement which 
sliould not have been stagiul. I appeal to the honourable gentlemen 
opposite to think of India and the dangers that lie ahead. Once we 

have reached the stage in our political evolution towards which we 

have been looking with eager and expectant eyes, we will be able to 
remove 1?,000 such monuments in two hours. While talking of symbols 
and sentiment tlie lionourable member for Burdwan North-West forgot 
that there are two other equally important principles that should guide 
us in our conduct. They are discipline and self-control. My grievance 
against the Muslim students is, as I have had occasion to tell them 
plainly, that so long as they tried to ventilate their ideas on this 
subject in their annual conferences they were in a perfectly legitimate 
position. After that their representatives, I speak for the Muslim 
representatives, in tfiis House, took the matter up. The jmung men 
knew’ what we were doing, I cannot imagine for a moment that any 
Muslim student ever felt that a Muslim sitting in this House could 
possibly look with sentiments of reverence on the Holwell Monument. 
Sinister influences were, however, at work and instigators were trying 
to make mischief. That is where I part company with them. Without 
going into the details, I mean the details of the incidents of yesterday 
or the incidents that have been happening near the monumant,«i^ it 
difiicult to understand why honourable gentlemen opposite declined fe 
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admit the reasonableness, the courage and the categorical character 
of the statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister on tlie occasion 
of the first adjournment motion.® In fact, I was terribly disappointed 
at the attitude taken up by tlie Opposition. To-day again a statement 
has been made. We have heard inagnificient orations on how the holy 
precincts of educational institutions should be treated and what is the 
etiquette regarding the preservation of their sanctity in Kuroju* and 
how things are done at Oxford and Cambridge. That is all very well, 
but nobody seems to have referred to the fact that it retpiires a < (d(w. 
sal amount of courage on the part of n Government to admit a mistake. 
It has been admitted that the entry of the police inside the college 
was unfortunate 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Where it is admitted® 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDiQI: If honourable members 
opposite are unable to understand the ordinary significance of the 
English language, it is not my misfortune. I’erhaps the training in 
law courts creates the sort of psychology which makes it impossible for 
men otherwise reasonable even to look at things with oi>en eyes. 1'he 
statement clearly admits that the incident was unfortunate, that the 
entry of the police inside the college was still more unfortunate, and 
for this purpose Government have come out holdly and courageously, 
expressed their regret and agreed to ai)poiiit a Committee to investigate 
into the matter. It has also becm said that the monument is going. 
AVhen it wdll go, where it will go, to-night or to-morrow night, is a 
matter for the Administration to decide. From the very first day 
honourable gentlemen ot»posite knew tliat it Ijad been tlecided that this 
monument A^as to go. That being .so and everything being admitted, 
what is it that we are di.s<-ussing to-day? 

There is one other aspect of the matter to whiih I slumM like f(» 
make a reference. I cong-rntulate the Government on tlu* <()U?uge they 
have shown. I congratulate the Government on the steps they 
have taken. Will they give me the opportunity congratulate them 
once more? May I appeal to the Ffon’ble the Chief Minister through 
you, Mr. Speaker, to bury this wretched question, bury the vGiole of 
tliis agitation by releasing Mr. Subhas Chandra Rose within hours, 
48 hours or simultaneou.sly with the removal of the monument ? Will 
he once more show courage and release Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose fruin 
the jail? Sir, we have our quarrels, and the Hindus and tlie Muslims 
will quarrel in the future as well. The honourable member for the 
University of Calcutta, even obje<*t» to our calling our own boys as 
“our boys^. To please him, Sir, we shall call them Indian boys. 
But, as I have said, times ahead are indeed difficult. They may even 
Rponr^to T)e dangerous. I cannot get out of the fact tliat the dangers 
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are coming nearer and nearer. We shall have our Dominion Status; 
we shall have our independence; we shall have our future greatness 
in any form we choose but not by wasting our time, wasting our 
energies, and wasting our whole political thinking on monuments. I 
hope, Sir, the Cabinet, and especially the Ilon’ble Chief Minister will 
respond to my appeal and will try to bring back peace to Calcutta and 
to the whole province of Bengal. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not take 
much time of this House. It is the third adjournment motion relat- 
ing to iliis Holwell Monument which we are hoping will be removed; 
when w^e do not know, in short time possibly, because the time that is 
mentioned by the ITon’ble Chief Minister is “immediate.” We do not 
know when it will be removed but we are relieved to hear that it will 
be removed after all. Sir, only the other day when speaking on another 
adjournment motion I suggested that if the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
who has made a statement to-day before the House, if he could have 
taken into his head, in due deference to the wishes of the members of 
the C'oalition Party or the resolution of tlie Muslim League, the 
removal of the HoUvell Monument would have been an established fact 
by now and the unfortunate incident not only of yesterday but of other 
days also would not have happened. But, Sir, these were not done. 
I am of course very glad to hear that after all the Cabinet has come to 
the decision that the Holwell Monument should be removed. Sir, the 
real fact that emerges out of to-night’s discussion is about the assault 
on the students. The Hon’ble Chief Minister said that he would hold 
an eiupiiry into the whole affair. Sir, I happened to be present in the 
institution soon after the occurrence took place. Sir, I see that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Shaheed Suhraw’ardy is coughing. I know Mr. Shaheed 
Suhrawardy and the nndhods he i'^ adopting in the labour areas. And 
1 know very well that he is trying to imitate the same method so far 
ns thi.s situation is concerned. But he and his other friends 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is a falsehood, 
Sir. I have nothing to do with this institution. I know^ nothing 
about it or about the incident. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, yes, I know what you are. 
It is no use saying s(^. People do not take your words seriously. I 
l^ow that. 

Now, Sir, we were told that in the college there were waiting 6 
prisQi^ vans and 6 police vans and about 100 constables, 100 Gurkhas 
and 26 Sergeants. Wbat sort of battle was fought there, we do not 
know. these sergeants, constables and Gurkhas collected within 

the preot^cts of the college, entered the class-rooms and 
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students rig^tt ami left. May I, Sir, ask one question? If the police 
had been there they must have been there either by intimation or by 
information or at the request of somebody, but. Sir, what for did they 
go there? If for arresting tlie students, was any arrest made? Sir, 
nothing was done and not u single Imy whether Iwlonging to ' 
the Islamia College or to any <»ther college, w’tts arrested. 
No one w^as arrested there. They beat the students right and left 
including some of the Pro^e^sor.s and also including the Principal who 
was roughly handled. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Tut, tut, tut. 

Mr. M« 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Suhrawardy never went 
there. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : You too nent there alter 
the incident. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED: It doe.s not matter, hut I went 
there after all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. H. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 did md go there 
because I had nothing to do with a suhversive movement. My friend 
wa.s probably responsible lor sending the hoys there to create a 
disturbance. 

Mr. M« 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, I km»w you are in the 
habit of dealing with goondus. (I/augliter). 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope there will be no exchange of cross words. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot helji it, Sir. Mr. 
Suhrawardy is in the habit of doing these things and it is he who has 
invited aP these cross words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, donH look at Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDiN AHMED* I know the whola thing ii 
pinching him. That is the reason why he is intemipting so much. 

Tht HofPbl# Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; As I have said, Sir, I 
tave^nothing to do with this matter; I am wholly innocent. 
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Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Now, Sir, to be serious. 
Eeally we cannot explain why did the police go there. Did they go 
to arrest the students; did they go to disperse the students? The men 
who were on the streets, we were told, were assaulted right and left, 
not knowing who the people were. And inside the college not a single 
arrest was made. And thereafter if assault was their intention they 
went there to teach the hoys a good lesson. For the last few days 
these con.stables, these Gurkhas and these Sergeants, they were in the 
haliit of heating the students or anyone who went near the Holwell 
Monument. Tliey thought that because these peojile are thinking of 
a conspiracy, these boys in the Islamia College might turn out to be 
conspirators. Therefore, if at the very inception the students were 
taught a very good lesson the whole thing would be stopped forthwith. 
That is the only reason we can assume, why the police beat the students, 
assaulted them mercilessly and left them there. Not a single boy 
assaulted was taken to the hospital. Not one arrest was made. 
Nothing of the kind was done. So, Sir, we do not know what w'as the 
intention of the police and nobody has said up till now who informed 
the police. I asked the Principal and he said that he was not in a 
position to state who informed the police. But somebody must have 
asked the police to go there. Sir, in the statement that has been issued 
by the Chief Minister this morning 

Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is tlie Chief Minister himself 
wlio gave the information. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: In that smtement he says that 
somebody informed the police but he does not say ulio is that somebody 
who informed the police. Let us however assume that someborly did 
inform the police. Therefore, Sir, this incident must be treated as a 
very serious incident and if the authorities, i.e., the present Ministry 
think that by these methods they will l>e able to stop all sorts of agita- 
tion among the students they must be absolutely mistaken. By 
beating, by following these methods, such agitation has never been 
stopped. As these methods were followed before, they are being follow, 
ed now*. I understand that Mr. Walker, the Leader of the European 
Group, has said that they are for law and order. Yes, yes, we know 
that and that is because they desire that the people of the country 
should not ever be able to speak of independence, or speak of freedom 
or even talk of things which they in their own country prize so much. 
What is being done in England to-day? The Universities have l>een 
closed for fear of Hitler’s invasion. I can very well understand their 
doing that. If the students here think in terms of freedom, if they 
think that this country is theirs, that their Motherland must-be freed 
fi^om foreign occupation, then it may be a crime in your eyes but that 
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is iia crime to us, Indians, whether they be Hindus, Mussalmans or 
ChHstians. Therefore every student, whether he belongs to the 
Islamia College or to the Presidency College or to any Hindu College, 
every one has a right to think in terms of freedom, to 8i>eak in terms 
of freedom, as regards that ignominous thing, that shameful' thing 
that stands over there, the Holwell Monument to the removal of which, 
you say, you have no objection. But I am really sorry that the 
guardians of law and order are following more nr less the same old 
bureaucratic methods. Therefore I hope that us the Hon'ble (Tiief 
Minister has just now promised an enquiry to be held into the incident 
of 3 ’e.sterday, this sort of incident will never happen and that our 
students will never be beaten inside a college. (Interruption from the 
HonT)le Mr. Suhrawardy. ) Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy, Sir, is incor- 
rigible. I think he should be sent within 24 hours to tlce Alipore 
Central Jail in order to learn what di.scipline is! 

Sir, therefore, I am upjx'uling to the Ilon’bb* the Chief Minister 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI • Sir, is tlie honourable memlxyr in 
ord(*r when he referred to the TIoii’ble Ministers in that way? 

(Oies of “sit down”, “sit fh»wn” from the Krislmk Proju Bemdies.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, (tiasuddm Ahmed, you are not the SjH*aker. 
Yoiii voice is distinctly audible. 1 dul not hear the remark of 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, and therefore I do not give a derision. 

Mr* M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED. If the HoiCble the Chief Minister 
had taken courage in both his hands and made u statement earlier as 
he has done now in deference to the wishes of the Coalition Party in 
regard to this ignominous thing, then much of the unpleasant and un- 
fortunate incidents couhl have been avoided. Hf)wever, Sir, 1 must 
thank him. On behalf of my party I am thanking the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister because be has promised (he removal of this monument. 
I hope. Sir, that this promise will be carried out as (juickly as possible 
and along with it tho.se who have been arrested from Mr. Subbas 
Chandra Bose down to all the prisoners now' rotting inside the Presi- 
dency Jail also the Holwell Monument .should be removed as (juickly as 
possible and peace restored to the province so thauit might be u fitting 
place for all of us to live in. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. S}>eaker, in order to consider 
tbe adjournment motion and also the statement of my honourable 
friend, the Chief Minister from the proper [perspective, it i.s necessary 
for me to remind (he House as to who were the victims of the brutal 
aasaults. which were perpetrated in and near the Islamia (^)llege. 
T^e HotRe should know that the persons injured were Mr. Waseque, 

10 
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ihe Prefiident of the All-Bengal Muslim Students' League and a member 
of the Working Committee of the Muslim League, Mr. Anwarul 
Husain of the Islamia College, — and both these gentlemen are still 
lying in hospital, — Muhammad Yusuf of the Islamia College, Shamsul 
Islam of the Islamia College, Abdul Haque of the Islamia College, Nur 
Niwaz of the Islamia College, Nitai Ganguly of the University College, 
Sachin Das Gupta of the University College, Professor Zuberi of the 
Islamia College, Nurul Huda of the Islamia College, Abdul Hakim 
Mridha of the University ('ollege, Abdur Rauf of the Islamia College, 
Kasi Shaukat Ali of the University College, Muhammad Moin of the 
University College, Muhammad Mudasser Hussain of the Islamia 
College and many others. From a f)eru8al of these names I am sure the 
House will feel convinced that it is not a question affecting only the 
students of the Islamia College. It is a wider question affecting the 
rights and interests of the public at large. My honourable and learned 
friend, Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee, has dealt with this matter from 
the ix)int of view of an educationist of long standing and ripe experi- 
ence. May I leave that aK|K*ct of the matter aside and deal with this 
adjournment motion from the point of view of a member ol the public? 
Sir, I am fret^ to confess that T am glad that the lloirble Chief Minister 
has annoujiced that the Government have decided to take immediate 
steps for the removal of the Holwell Monument. I am glad that the 
word '‘pre.stig'c” which was the burden of the song on tlie other side 
of the House only t!n*ee days ago has vanished into thin air. Sir, I 
am glad that the blood that was shed yesterday has served its y)urjK>se. 

I read when I was in nurseries a passage irom the 11 (dy Bible which 
said that “the blood of the martyrs i.s the seed of the Church”. Sir, 
I feel proud to say — and T shall repeat it again and again — that the 
blood which was shed yesterday, the blood of Hindus and Muslims, 
not of Hindus alone nor of Muslims alone, has bad the effect of 
cementing the bond of union ladwt'en the two communities in a cause 
which I consider righteous. 

Sir, I have noticed with regret that the statement of the Hon'ble the 
Chief Minister has not gone far enough. It is true that he has men- 
tioned the regrettable incidents on Monday alteiiKHm. But I did 
expi^ct him to declare on whom the guilt lay for these regrettable 
incidents, what was the crime of the students for which they were 
belaboured by the police and Gurkhas. The crime of the students, if 
it was a crime at all, was to enter a protest against the Director of 
Public Instruction’s circular, against strikes. I should have thought, 
Sir, that the Government of the day which has often and often 
described itself as a popular Government would have taken lesscms 
from the hi8tor>^ of the Carlyle circular and the innumerable circular* 
which were promulgated during the partition days. I should have 
thought that they would have warned the Director of Publip. Inatn^c* 
tion in advance against the folly of the kind he perpetrated. * 
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Then again, Sir, the Chief Minister said that he proposes^ 
the €k>vernment propose, to constitute a Committee of Enquiry. So 
far so good. He has said that the object of the enquiry will be to 
bring out the actual facts and to serve to put a stop to the dissemina- 
tion of false and mischievous rumours. I expected him to add the 
words “to put a stop to the outrage, to put a stop once for all to the 
outrages** similar to the kind that were per|)etrate<l yestenlay. I did 
expect all that of the Hon’ble the ('hief Minister because he has had 
considerable insight into human nature, because he has been in public 
life for more than a quarter of a century and still is in public life. In 
this connection I would say that 1 did not expect, — I never expe<ded, 
— any statement disclosing an insight into human nature from the 
Hon'ble the Home Minister because I know from exjierience that 
Templars — I believe the Hon’ble the Home Minister is a member of the 
Inner Temple — to whom it is not given to be contentious— can have no 
insight into human nature. I know from exi>erience that those who 
are traine<l in bureaucratic routine who have never taken part in puldie 
life, can never have an insight into human nature. But I did expect 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to take a more statesmanlike view of 
things and to remove the blot on the public life which has Iweu con- 
tinued from the 2ml of July onwards right up to yesterday evening. 

Sir. I know rny time is almost up. I shall, before I sit down, make 
one appeal to the Hon’ble the (.’hied Minister. It is true that he has 
removed tlie worst symjitoms ot tiu* disease, l)ut he has not, if I may 
say so, wi^h all respect t(» him, tackled the dis(*use itself. May 1 ask him 
in ail seiionsness to tackh* the disease, to eradicate the canker whi<*h 
is eating intf» our vitals, to make public life more honest, more sincen*, 
to make all the communities inhabiting thi.s province one united 
community, so that it may develop into a strong and jmwerful nation!^ 

Sir, in response to what my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi said a few 
minutes ago — 1 wish I had the time to deal with liis statement in a 
fuller manner, — may I say that I entirely agrfM* with him that, the 
time is rii)e, more than lifie, for us to take steps for the pur[X)Me of 
meeting the situation that has arisen? I am not talking of the situa- 
tion which exists six thousand miles away, but T am talking of the 
situation here, here in this province. I should have thought that it 
was time for us, im»re than time for us to organise ourselves in order to 
deal with the coming menace, to guarantee internal security and to 
guarantee also that proj>er steps should be taken to resist foreign 
aggression. But for doing that effectively may I remind my honourable 
friend Mr. Siddiqi that it is necessary to remove the root causes of 
discontent which still exist not merely among the Hindus but also 
among Muslims, Sikhs and other communities inhabiting this 
province,— to make them feel that this province belongs to all of 
1Jiem*^d11d not to any particular community, to make them feel 
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that the »oiI on which they stand, the soil from wMch they 
expect to derive nourishment is their own, that it is not a soil on which 
we are suffered to exist because of the inaction of others? 

ISir, I would finally ask the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to take a 
statesmanlike view of things. What he has done — may I remind him 
with all re8j>ect — ought to have been done more than three months ago 
at least It was he who not long ago led the agitation for the removal 
of the Holwell Monument and he cannot complain now if the start he 
gave three years ago has been taken up by others — and if he will 
pardon iny saying so — by n»en more resolute than he, who are not sub- 
ject to the limitations which Ministers in this House are subject to. 

With reference to one observation that was made by the I^eader of 
the European Group about persons instigating the students being 
brought to book, let me tell him from this side of the House that the 
instigators are not afraid of the threats and frowns of the honourable 
Mr. Walker. (Cries of “Hear, liear’’ from the Opposition Benches.) 
Sir, John Burns was an instigator; Keir Hardie was an instigator; 
Kainsay MacDonald was an instigator; Michael ('ollins was an insti- 
gator; De Valera was an instigator; and if the students of to-day — 
both Hindus and Muslims — adopt the role of those distinguished 
instigators, I am sure they will have done something for the good of 
the province and of the countiy as a whole. (T.ou| cheers.) 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, the (luestion may now 
be put. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not pro|X)se to 
take much time of the House. Tn view of the statement that has been 
made by the Hon'ble the Chief Minister and in view of the fact that 
Government have promised an enquiry I do not want to make a state- 
ment now, because it will be said that I am i)rejudging the issue. There- 
fore, Sir, as the trend of some of the s})eecbes Las been more of a 
I>ersonal attack upon me, I welcome this Committee of Enquiry. I 
oppose the motion. 

Mrs ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir the question may now be 
put. 

(Mr. Syed Badrudduja rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that as a closure motion has been 
moved, I have to put it to the House first. If the House decides to 
continue the discussion I have no objection. 

The question that the question be now put was put and a division 
okimed. 

(After the division bell had ceased ringing and the members had 
assembled in the Chamber, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal rose to spt^.) 
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Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYALs May I rise on a point of order, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* The roles state that a debate to 
discuss a matter of urprent public importance, if not earlier concluded, 
shall automatically terminate at the end of two hours’ debate and there- 
after jio question can be put. May I submit. Sir, that as the discussion 
on the adjournment motion started at (5 p.m. and after having* allowed 
L') minutes for the recess (cries of “Twenty minutes” from the 
( oalition Benches i — all right, even if we allow five minutes more for 
the recess, the debate should automatically conclude at 8-20 p.m. The 
only question tliat will be admissible then will be the main question. 
So I would like to request you. Sir, in that event to jmt the main ques- 
tion before the House and not the question about the closure motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall give my decision on that point after 1 take 
the vote c»f the House on the closure motion. 

The question that the question be now put wuis then put again and 
a division taken w’ith the following result : — 
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AM«I Hukmm, Mr. 
AMvIWahtd, Mavfvl. 

A»« HMuIn tarkar, MaaM. 
A»«l rail, Hr. M. 

Ahaiai Kkaa, Hr. lywi. 
AHaiaMla Akaiatf, Mr. 
•aaarji, Mr. e. 

Baaarji, Mr. latya Prtya. 
■aaarjaa. Mr. tMaatk. 
■aaarjaa. Dr. tarttk CkaMra. 
■araia, Daka Praaifeart. 

■araa, Mr. PatpaJK. 

•arma, taka tkjraaia Praaai. 
•araMUi, Daka Upaakra Natk. 
■aaa, Mr. Saatoak Kaaur. 


■iawat, iaka Lafcakail Narapaa. 
Mawaa, Hr. ftaraakra Natk. 

■aw, Mr. larmt kkaakra. 
Okakrakartp. Mr. ktllakni Nalk. 
ftk a tt apa k kpap. Mr. Naripaia. 


•apla, Mr.k.N. 

Nasaa All Okawkkarp, Mr. kpai. 
^alaiaMla HaMaaip, Mr. kpak. 

4aaak All Majaaikar, Maakrl. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dakaakra Lafl. 

Kaaka, Mr. NtokKka Natk* 

Mam. Mr. NIkaaJa Nakari. 

MaKra, Mr. laraakra Makaa. 

Mail. Mr. AkaraHa Kaaar. 

Malaaikar, Mrs. Ntaiaprava. 

Hal, Hr. Itwar Okaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. AairHa Ul. 

Maakat, Mr.kaftakra Nalk. 

Maakal. Hr. KHikaa Praaak. 
Maalranaaiaa IMaaiakakl, Maalaaa Mk. 
Mapkal Natala, Mr. 

Haakarlaa. Dr. Ipaaiapraaak. 

MakarJI, Mr. Okktaakra Narnraa* 
Hakkariaa, Hr. ■. 

Hakkarll, Dr. karat Okaakra. 

HaNlak. krtjat Aikp^. 


Daa. taka Nakkaaatk. 
tai, Mr. Maanakaa. 
til tapia, taka Kkaffakn Nalk. 


Naatkar AH, Mr. Ipa*. 

Pala, Mr. taraka Prataaaa. 
Praaaalfc, Mr. TartaMuaaa. 
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Nr.ttr.NtrMiraKMiMr. I WaNw takM. HmM. 

TlMkar. Hr. ^Mlta Rs«Ja«. | Umax, Mr. A. M. A. 

NOEt-N. 


ANfl Alb, MailiiHi M«. 

AMal Naftt, Mr. Mbu. 

AN«i Mita, Mr. Mb. 

ANM HakiM, MiMvi. 

AMal Nakiffi Vikraaipart, Maaivi Mi. 

AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal HaaiM Ikak, MaaM. 

AMai Jakkar, Maaivi. 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. (aliaa Ul Mlak). 

AMal LatH tbwas. Maaivi. 

AMal Ma)li, Mr. tyai. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akialla-al Makaiaai. Mr. 

AMkr Raknaa, Kkaa Rakaiar A. P. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa liiilfi, Mr. 

Akiar RaaakM Makaiaai, Mr. 

AMar Raikaai, Maaivi Mi. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa taklk Maaivi t. 

Akiar Ruiak. Maaivi. 

AMai ikaktai, Maaivi Mi. 

Akiiar Rvia Okewikary, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi. 
Akai Haiklai, Maaivi. 

Akal Hataia Akmai, Mr. 

Aftak AN, Mr. 

Akaiai All Enayttyari. Kkaa Rikaivr Maaiaaa. 
Akaiti Hataia, Mr. 

AHaiaiila Akmti, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi. 
Aaiiaaiiak. Kkaa laklk Maaivi 
Aikratali, Mr. M. 

Aikar All, Maaivi. 

Rairaiiuja, Mr. lyvi. 

Ritwai, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

OkIpHndab. Mr.i. W. 

Dai, Mr. Anukal Okaaira. 

Dat. Rai laklk Kiril Rkataa. 

Kikar, Mr. Upan^raaatk, 

Parkai Raia Ofcowikary, Mr. M. 

Parka! Raao Kkaaaai, Rffaai. 

Paalal Na 4 ,ikt Nta'iit Mr. A.K. 

Pailar Qaailr, Kkaa Rak aiur Maaivi. 

Paaiar Rakana, Mr. (Dacaa). 

Paatar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaiinik). 

Ralaia tararar Naialal, Mr. Ikak tyai. 

Raraai, Mr. Oaiakar liafk. 

Oyaiaiiia Akaiai Oktaikary, AlkaiJ. 
Nakikaltak, tka Hta'kN Raaak Rakaiar K..a» 
Dataa. 

Mataaiila Okaaikari, Maaivi. 

NaaHiaMia Akaiai, Kkaa taklk. 
Haiaaanaaiaa, Maaivi Mi. ' 


Natktia AN Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar MaaM. 
NaMaa Marakai, Mn„ M.R.E. 
Mataaiallyiaaiaiar, Kkaa taklk Maaivi. 

Mrto Akaiai Mia, Maaivi. 

Itpakaal, Mr. M.A.N. 
iaialaiila Akaiai, Kkaa Rakaiar MaahH. 
iaMaiaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa lakak MaahrL 
Kakiraiiia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi. 
Kaaaai All Mina, lakiiiaia Kaaraa iak tyai. 
MHaira. Mr. L. T. 

Makiakaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi. 
Maaial, Mr.iaxa! Okaaira. 

MaalraMia Akkaai, Maaivi. 

MakaaiaMi Ail, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Maktia All, Mr. Mi. 

Makaaiaiai Ikraklai, Ma'Jivl. 

Makaaiaiai lirail, Maaivi. 

Makaaiiaai Sliiiqut, Kkai Rakaiar Dr. tyai. 
Mukaaimai Balalman, Kkaa Cakik Maaivi. 
Mallitk, tN Non'kit Mr. Makaaia Rakary. 
Malliek, Mr. Palin Rtkary. 

Maikarrall HaMaln. tka Han’kia Na«ak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

Maitasaatai Haqat, Mr. lyti. 

Naniy, tka Hen’kit Maharaja Sritehanira, af 
Cauimbaiar. 

Naiaraliah, Natakiata K. 

Naiimaiiin, tka Hon'kia Kkwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Naaruiiin, Mr. K. 

Rakman, Kkai Battalar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tka Hen’kia Mr. Pra taara Dak. 

Ra la vr Pakiran Ktan. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dka'atjay. 

Ray, Mr.Patiraai. 
ta'^aha Alum. Mr. tyai. 
fatiraiiin Akmai, Haji. 

(alim, Mr. t. A. 
fa'aaaliak, Ai-HaJ Maalana Dr. 
larkar, Raka Maikataiaa. 

Earajal lilam, Mr. 
tkafcakaiiin, Mr. Kkwaja, 0. R. E. 
tkamaaiiia Akaiai Khaaikar, Mr. 
tiriar, Raka Utta Mania, 
takrawariy. tka Hak'kia Mr. H. t. 

TambaMin Kkan, tka Haa'kia Mr. 

Tafal Akaiai Ckaaikary, Maaivi Maji. 

Yaataf Mina. 

Yaavf All Ckaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiai Ckaaikary, MaaM. 


The Ayes being 74 and the Noes 9G, the motion was lost. 

iifi SPEAKERS I am sorry, Dr. Sanyal is not in his place. 

Now, those members who were in the Rules Committee tr ill 
remember that our old rule was that the time of interval shall not be 
inoluded and it was excluliive of that. We have now introduced 
the end of two hours^ debate*’, now, the time that has been < up 
by discussion on this motion is 50 minutes before the prayer 
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and we had only one hour and about 5 minutes after that. So five 
minutes' time is still left. Therefore, as the House has decided that 
the closure motion is not accepted, I have no other alternative but to 
call on the next speaker to speak. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I was not prepared to inflict any 
speech this evening? at the fag-end of the ilebate. but certain speeches 
delivered in a very venomous strain leave me no other choice but to 
remove misconceptions that might be lurking in some quarters. The 
speeches delivered to-day seem to create the misleading impression both 
inside the House and outside that members opposite are in sympathy 
with the Muslim students of Bengal. They forget, for the lime being, 
conveniently perhaps, that for the last three years, this movement has 
been carried on b\ the Muslim students alone and there was no conflict 
whatsoever with tiie (lovernment until some interested parties appeared 
on the scene and by their political luainioivrings and wire-pullings 
trieil to coint>lioate the situation and poi.son the sjirings of life and thus 
lure the iiiipre.ssionable young minds into dangerous paths 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTAS On a point of order, Sir. Is 
he relevant to the subject-matter ol the motion under di.scussion 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me hear his next two or three sentences. 


Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUilA: Sir, on the floor of the House, with 
all the emphasis 1 (an command, I declare tliat members of the (’oali- 
lion Part^ without any dissentient voice have declared in no uncertain 
terms that they take serious notice (d' the alleged exce.sses that have 
been perjietrated within the jirecincts of the Islamia (ollege and we 
have authorized the Ohief Minister as also the Bengal Oovernnient to 
allay the feelings of the student cominuliity. The (’hief Minister’s 
statement on the floor of the House should have silenced all opposition, 
should have hushed up all controversies on this subject. But the ('hief 
Minister’s statement instead of being taken in the spirit in which it w'as 
made on the floor (»f the House has been misinterpreted and has been 
deliberately misconstrued only to exploit the situation for further 
political ends. 

Sir, I do not agree with my friend, Mr. Siddiqi, that war aims 
should engage all our attention. The Holwell Monument is sufficiently 
important to engage the attention of the students. The feelings of 
students have been stirred up and we aj^e not going to put a brake upon 
their feelings and sentiments. The pent*up feelings cannot be stopped, 
cannot be checked, cannot be stemmad* When they break out, they 
break«aiit in all their fury and bring in havoc and desolation in their 
Whke. 



l» ADJOURNMENT MOTION. [23ed Jmr, 

Sir, the only thing that I want to point out, the only thing that I 
want to »tres8 and restress, the only thing that I want to emphasize and 
re-emphasize is this. That not till the friends opposite came forward 
to use the students for their own purposes, was there any conflict what- 
soever. Believe me, Sir, I say with the fullest sense of responsibility 
that yesterday till 2 o’clock in the morning I knocked from door to 
door; I appealed to my Muslim student friends with folded hands and 
with tears in my eyes, to avoid any conflict with the Government. The 
custodian of the Muslim interests, the custodian of the students’ rights 
and privileges, the man who has done so much for the Muslim student 
community, I mean the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq who for more than a 
quarter of a century has contributed so much towards their evolution, 
towards their progress and prosperity should not be misunderstood. 
I told them, — don’t you question his bond fides, don’t you question his 
integrity, don’t you question his goodwill and good wishes for you all. 

Sir, we do not like to checkmate our student community ; we do not 
like to thwart them ; we do not like to stand in their way. we do not like 
to put any brake on their feelings and their sentiments. I suggested to 
Moslem students from a full sense of responsibility that let there be no 
conflict, let there be no catastrophe, let there be no calamity which 
might embarrass the students themselves and bring disaster to the 
Muslim community 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. As the two hours’ time-limit is up, 
the motion is talked out. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-26 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 24th 
July, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Cah utU, on Wednesday, 
the 24th July, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tlie Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizi r HAgrE, C.I.E.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 211 meinhers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Abolition of local boards in Jessore district. 

m Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: (u) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
char^re of the J/wal Self-Government Department he pleased to state 
whether the district hoard of Jessore have recommended to Govern- 
ment the alwlition of local hoards in the distrii't of Jessore ^ 

(h) If 80 , when is the recommendation likely to Im* ^iven effect to? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate alK»lition of local hoards in the 
Jessore district? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bis Naiwab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(h) and (r) The honourable member is referred to Notification 
No. 814L.S.-G., dated the llth July, 1940, abolishing the kxial hoards 
in the district of Jessore, with effect from the "10th Si^ptemher, 1941. 

• 

Sraejut Prafuila Kumar Tripathi, a detenu under the Delance of India 

Act. 

•S4. BabU KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(a) whether Sreejut Prafuila Kumar Tripathi, a detenu under the 
Defence of India Act at Jalpaignri Jail, is being treated aa 
Division II under-trial; 
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(b) whether he has been getting Division III prisoner’s diet; 

(c) whether he has been informed of the charges framed against 

him ; and 

(d) whether any opportunity has been given to him for submitting 

his statement on the charges, if any? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimudilin): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise as he is being detained under Defence of India 
Rule 26. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. SIBBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
tp explain why the prisoner is being considered Division II prisoner and 
at the same time getting Division III diet? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; According to the Jail 
Code Rules, Division I undertrial prisoner is equivalent to Division II 
convicted prisoner and Division II undertrial prisoner is equivalent to 
Division 111 convicted prisoner. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten the House as to the reasons for his detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is in the Defence 
of India Act. I have quoted the section. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: You have given only the 
authority. What are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He was engaged in sub- 
versive movement in the Jalpaiguri area. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; In what movement? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the rules under which this division is allocated to 
him? 

Tbs Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; That is the diKretion 
of the District Magistrate, I think. 
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QCTESnONS. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAtl Will ih 9 Miniiter 

be pleased to state whether he himself is in possession of any faots in 
bis own file explaining the reasons for his arrest P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes; unfortunately the 
file is not with me here. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs In that case will the Hon’ble 
Minister be prepared to answer the question to-morrow P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think the 
question arises. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It does arise, Sir. Will you 
kindly refer to clause of the (|uestioii, vis., whether he has been 
informed of the charjfe.s framed af^ainsl him. This question resolves 
into two portions, charfi^es and information. He says that he hits been 
detained but does not j^ite the reasons for his detention, and sirn'.e he 
says that he is in possession of facts, 1 submit that the question arises. 
In any case the Hun’lile Minister is e.xpected to know the reasons for 
detention. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not take it in that way. You first ask what 
are the charj^es. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Under the Defence of 
India Act one is detained without cliurj^es hein^ framed aj^ainst him. 
Question of charge d(>es not uri.Mp. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The word “charfH^e” is used not in the sense of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I suhmit that here the 
word “charge” has been used in that .sen.se; fitherwise, we would have 
to give rea.sons for his arrest, and it would have been possible to answer 
that question without any difficulty. Here the word charge has not 
been used specifically as a charge under the C’riiflinal Procedure Code. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He wautD to know the reasoDM. 

Th. Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDUl Will the Hon ble Minister be 

e »aeOli^to state if he does not think it desirable to classify him a« 
▼ieion I prisoner? 
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Mr# SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Does the Hon’ble Minister know if 
Prafulla Kumar Tripathi has a debt to the society? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten us whether Sj. Prafulla 
Kumar Tripathi was informed of the reasons of bis arrest ? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already answered 
that question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are asked to give further notice. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Must have been informed. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What were those reasons please? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Then how did you say “must 
have been informed”? 

Mr. SPEAKER I That is a matter of argument. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it a fact that on an appli- 
cation for classification the Magistrate has to refer the matter to the 
Police Department? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; The matter came up to 
me later. I can make a statement on that. The information on record 
shows that the ex-detenu Profulla Kumar Tripathi comes of an Utkal 
(Uriya) Brahmin family domiciled at Midnapore and that he twice sat 
for the Matriculation Examination but failed He was arrested under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act on 2l8t May, 1931, and 
conditionally released on 5th December 1937. Soon after his release 
be came to Jalpaiguri on 19th December, 1938, and was employed on 
Rs 20 per mensem as organiser of the Jalpaiguri District Congress 
Committee by Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta and stationed at Pat- 
gram. During his stay at Patgram he started a petty stationery shop 
there jointly with Sanat Roy, but they had to close it as it was not a 
profitable oonoem. At Jalpaiguri he used to live on the chSCrtty of 
Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta. 
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ADOommodatioii in tht ManikganJ sulKjiil, Dtoon. 

•«. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) existing accommodation in the Mauikgunj sul>-jail in the dis- 
trict of Dacca — 

(1) for the male prisoners, and 

(2) for the female prisoners; and 

(it) the daily average male population (prisoners) in the said sub- 
jail in the years 1937, 1938 and 1939 y 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any room for segregation of the confessing prisoners apart from the 
female ward ? 

{c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof y 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (n) (i) >4. 

( 1 ) 22 . 

( 2 ) 2 . 

(u) 36 11, 43-52. 

(5) No. 

(c) The In.speetordieneral is in touch with the Superintendent of 
the sub-jail over The matter and a detailed srheme for the construi tiou 
of a .segregation ward in the sub-jail is being av\ ailed. 

Communal ratio in the Forest Department. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZS {a) Mill the ilon bh* Minister- 
in charge of the Forest and Ex( ise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the Southern Ciicle of the Forest Depart- 
ment the present number of — 

(i) Hindus; 

(ri) Muslims; and 

(iit) other communities — 

(1) in the Hujierior services drawing pay of Rs. 1,250 and 
less, 

(2) in the subordinate forest and depot establishment draw- 
ing pay of R8.200 and less, and 

(3) in the office establishment drawing pay of Rs.GOO and 
lessP 
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(6) Will the Hcm’ble liinieter be pleased to lay oa the t^le another 
stateinezit showing from April, 1937, up to the Slst March, 1940— 

(i) the number of posts that fell vacant in the ranks referred- lo in 

(a ) ; and 

(ti) the number of them that were filled up by — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) other communities? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what step he pro- 
poses to take for giving effect to the service ratio in the department? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) and (6) 

Statistics relating to permanent establishment in the Southern Circle 
excluding forest guards are given in the attached statement. Men for 
the temporary staff in the Forest Subordinate Service and forest guards 
are recruited by Divisional Forest Officers. Statistics relating to the 
latter for the last three years require the compilation of a number of 
returns from the different records maintained by the Divisional Forest 
Officers and cannot be furnished along with the present answer. 

The vacancies shown in the statement are filled on a provincial basis. 
The figures relating to the Southern Circle alone do not therefore reveal 
the correct communal position. 

(c) Government’s decision on the percentage ratio is being followed. 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN : WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to refer to the statement. In the office establishment drawing pay of 
Rs. 600 and less there were four appointments from the 1st April, 
1937, to the 31st March, 1940, and all these four appointments went 
to Hindus. Will he be pleased to state the reasons? 

Mr. SPEAKER. He has already answered it. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the dates of these appointments? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I want notice. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Chars in the river Sangoo and effects thereof. 

36. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment aware — 

(i) that free passage of water is obstructed at the mouth of the 
river Sangoo on account of the growth of chars; and 
(ti) that during rainy season parts of the police-stations of Anwara, 
Banskhali, Satkania and Patya are swept away by floods 
and inundations? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take to save those 
parts of the district from this havoc? 

(c) If no action is proposed to be taken, will the Hon’ble Ministei^, 
be pleased to make any inquiry into the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of tho CDMMUNICATION8 and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo Maharaja Srischandra Nandy. of 
Cossimbazar): («) (?) Chats have formed along the sea coast from 
the mouth of the Sangoo river to the entrance to the Kutubdia channel. 
I am advised that the chars have not blocked the river mouth. 

(u) Yes. 

(6) and (c) Some schemes are being investigated with the object of 
oolving the problem of drainage in the areas referred to. 



im] 


GOYERNMENT BILL. 


145 


COViRNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1S38. 

(la list 'Jff. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I lo inovt* tliat after 
clause 20 (2) tlie followin^^ new Milwlauses he luKleil, namely: — 

“(J) III the case ot aii> society having more than 2,500 memhers 
only sucli members shall W entitled to attend general 
meetings who have been elected representatives for the 
purpose by the members in the manner presiribed. 

(•/) The general meeting of every co-operative society shall 
exercise its authority in acMordance with the by-laws of the 
society. ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In regard to 
amendment No. •Ob 1 may at tliis stage explain to my friend that we 
have actually accepted his suggestions and to rectify the defects of I lie 
draft I have given notice of a short-notice amendment (N(». 24!h, 
which 1 may now move with your permis.sion. 

That the follo^^ing proviso be addeil to sub-claiise {h of clause 21), 
namel> : — 

“Provided that in such circumstanc'es as mu> be prescribed, the 
final authority ma> vest in the delegates of such members 
elected in the p^e^cribed manner and assembled in general 
meeting.” 

Now, Sir, .‘'O far as the amendment of m\ h(»nourabie friend, 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, is concerned, he seeks to have some jiower in 
this Bill by which representation b\ delegates of members of a 
society can be arranged if the meiiibership is over 2 •)!))). But. Sir, 
there are other difficulties as well. For instance, the members mav be 
living in different and distant plac*es. The cjue^tion of territorial diffi- 
culty along with the number ma> arise and therefore to obviate all 
tho.se difficulties we think that these circumstanc’es ought to be men- 
tioned in the rules by which societies of this nature may have their 
proper delegate.^, which delegates will meet at the general meeting and 
discharge the dutie.s that they may be called upon to perform on such 
occasions. I can asisure ray friend, Mr. Banerjee, that we have accepted 
his suggestion so far as the principle is concerned and I only wanted to 
^ amplify that principle by this short-notice amendment. 

11 
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Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: 1 thank the Hou’ble Minister 
in char^^e for having accepted my suggestion in part. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He will do the rest when the rules are being 
framed ! 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, there are only two cir- 
cumstances in which this amendment can come into play, namely, 
either when the membership is very large or when the membersliip is 
scattered over a wide area. Only under these two circumstances can 
this amendment be applied, whereas “in sucli circumstances as may 
be prescribed” is very vague. Sir, can we imagine any other cir- 
cumstances than those that I have mentioned just now^ Then, Sir, 
there is another thing 1 would like to point out and it is the question 
of delegates. I have advisedly used the word “representative” in my 
amendment and not “delegate” because in between two annual general 
meetings difficulties may arise when a special general meeting might 
have to be held. In that case if delegates are to attend, there will liave 
to l)e a fresh election of them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not ne<*essarily, if tlic rules provided. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, there is an accepted detini- 
tion of the words “representative” .ind “delegate.” Delegates 
represent members only on certain specific occasions, whereas repre- 
sentatives rei)reseiit members for a certain period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where is that definition 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, that is the accepted defini- 
tion everywhere. That is the difterence between a “delegate” and a 
“representative,^* and I think the Hon’ble Minister in charge will not 
have any objection to accept the word “representative” in place of 
“delegate.” That will minimise all future diffi( ultits. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Quite so. That will 
facilitate matters. 

The Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 may 
draw tbe attention of the honourable member that we have got the word 
“delegate** in clause 79 also? 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: But that is for the purpose of 
calling a requisition meeting. 
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Rai HARENORA MATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly consider the point betore he answers. He does not seem to 
hare understoml it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, he has uinlerstoixl the 

Rai HARENORA MATH CHAUOHURI: Hut he has not vet 

answered it. May 1 ajrain repeat (hut <lelegation refers to u specific 
purpose whereas repre.seiitatiou refers to very many purposes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut tlip nile.s may imlieate that, whether it will 
have reference t(» a .^pecific ca.se or to all ca.'^es. 

Rsi HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURI • Then why not use the 

word ‘‘repre.sentative” in a wider sen.'ie^ Mr. Banerjee’s jioint is that 
the word “representative” .should he u.sed having? rej^^ard to the fact 
that it ha.s a wider connotation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not 

know if the definition ^^hich Rai Harendra Nath (‘haudhuri seeks to 
give is (juite correct, for, we have used the word “delegate” in other 
clauses too. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEEs It is hpcau.se the use of this 
Word will fa(‘ilitafe our purpose 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: We believe 

that there i.s liardly an,\ distinction hetween the two words, ]>ut we 
preter to have the word “delegate” throughout so that it mn> he in 
con>onance with the rest of the clau.ses; and the rules will make it 
clearer. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: B> rules sou cannot certainly 
and .should not in any case change the nature of what i.s universally 
Under.stood by the term “ilelegate ” A peisfin is a delegate for a 
certain specified purpose and for u s|K*cified oi'casion and if there are 
general meetings held in lietween two annual genei^l meetings you will 
liave to elect delegates afre.sh for each such occasion and you will have 
to call meetiug.s for that purpose. It is a very simple thing after all. 

Th« Hon’bia Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 for one 
do not see the point that is now pressed by my friend Mr. Banerjee as 
to whjt" the tenn “delegate’ ' should he taken to mean delegate for a 
particular purpose only. The Rules may be so framed as to include 
d^egates to mean delegates for all purposes. 
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Mfa 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEEs You want to change the whole 
meaning and significance of the word “delegate” for, in the political 
vocabulary, the word “delegate” has a certain definite meaning 
attached to it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, in law “man” includes “woman.” 
(Laughter.) So 1 do not think there will be any difficulty in chang- 
ing the political meaning of the word “delegate.” (Again laughter.) 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I do not think, Sir, the Bill will 
suffer in any way if the word “representative” i.s substituted for the 
word “delegate.” 

Mr. SPEAKER. Well, the Hon’ble Minister thinks that no point is 
made by this proposed change in the wording of the draft, and he has 
said so openly, 

1 will now put the motions to vote. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Bauer jee that in clause 2t) (/), 
line 2, after the word “niem])ers” the words and fi;jiue “or re])iesenta- 
tives elected under sub-section (J), as the case may be” be inserted, 
was then put and lost. 

The m(»tion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that after clause 20 (2) the 
following n(‘W sub-clau.ses be added, namely — 

“(d) In the case of any society having more than 2.o00 members 
only such members shall he entitled to attend general 
meetings wdio have been elected representatives for the 
purpose by the members in the manner prescribed. 

(4) The general meeting of every co-operative society shall exer- 
cise its authority in accordance with the by-laws of the 
society.” 

was then put and lo.st. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that the 
following proviso be added to sub-clause (/) of clause 20, namely — 

“Provided that in such circumstances as may be prescribed, the 
final authority may vest in the delegates of such members 
elected in the prescribed manner and assembled in general 
meeting” 


was then put and agreed to. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to move that the follow- 
ing proviso be added to clause 2i) {!), namely — 

“Provided that it shall not be competent for the general body of 
members in a meeting to increase the rate of dividend re* 
commended b.\ the managing committee of a society.” 


Jt has been discovered in all demociatic organi.sati«)n,s that unle.ss there 
is a kind of healths check to the fendem x ot members raising the rate 
of divideml, it wonhl be woiking against the interests of the society. 


Mr. SPEAKER: lu st one minute, l)i San>al 1 sent tor the dic- 
tionary, and I tind that the word <lelegate does not i-ecessarilN mean 
a man sent for a specific purpose. According to tlie diclionar\ - 

Delegate : -to scml (me w ith ])owei to transact l>usiness as a re- 
[uesenlat ive ; to depute; t<) intrust, commit, or deliver 
to an<»ther’s care and management; N. a person sent and 
conimissioiied b\ another to act as his representative; a re- 
presentative, a deputy, a substitute. 

So delegate ('an be construed to be the same as re])resentative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the Indian t'ompanies Act. also, 
a [)i(*visi()n simil.ti to this e\isi>. by which the sharehedders at a general 
meeting (»t the sliar(*holders (‘aiimP raise the rale (d dividend recom- 
mended b\ the Hoard ot Directors. It is exa<‘tl> in line with the same 
])r<»visittn f suggest the amendment that I ha\e just moved I trust 
the Hon'ble Ministei will have no diHicullx in accepting tins, as he 
will leali/e that this i^ in the inter«‘sts ot the s(»(iel\ i(s«df. 'J’he 
managing committee sjiould km»w e\actl\ what should be the ma\imum 
dividend permissible in a particular \eai, and it should m»t be ojien to 
tlie members to raise the dividend. That is all I impl\ in m> amend- 
ment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I 
submit that this is again going to a matter of ^letail. tor which we 
Lave made provisions in clause 134. wherebv rules will be framed to 
indicate all these details. There i.s another clause o4 which deals with 
the distribution of profits In that view' of the matter, I do not think 
it i.s necessar\, although 1 can assure my friend that we have got that 
in view and jierhaps it will be laid down in the rules that such things 
will Trot be allowed. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have you the power ^ 



160 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[24th 


Mr. SPEAKER: Tes, under the rules. 

% 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the following proviso be 
added to clause 20(7), namely — “provided that it shall not be com- 
petent for the general body of members in a meeting to increase the 
rate of dividend recommended by the managing committee of a society,” 
was then put and lost. 

The (|uestion lhat clause 20, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agieed to. 


Clause 22. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
22(/) (o), line 1, for the word “one-third” the word “one-fifth” be 
substituted. 

This relates to the number of persons required to call into requisi- 
tion a general meeting. It was originally provided that the requisition 
should be by one-fifth of the members. Subsequently, the Select 
Committee thought it fit to have thi.s minimum limit raised to one- 
third in (certain ca.ses. It would be rather ditficult for members of a 
society to take recour.se to the juivilege of calling a retpiisition meeting 
if such a high mininnim i.s placed. I therefore .submit that the minimum 
be again reduced to the original provision in the Bill, namely, one-fifth 
of the total number ot members. ( ’on.seciuentially, if this is accepted, 
then the latter j)ortion of the sub-clause would also be not necessary, 
namely, that in cases where societies have more than 2,500 members 
a requisition under clause {a) may be pre'^ented by delegates, and in 
cu.ses wliere societies have more than 500 members one-fifth of the 
members (d’ the society will be permitted to call a requisition meeting. 
These two will be consequential changes if my present suggestion of 
going back to the old proposition of one-fifth of the members is 
accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I hope 
it will be appreciated that this is in reference to the special general 
meeting where the requisitionists will be required to state the specific 
purpose for which such a meeting is necessary. If the number is not 
sufficiently high, it follows as a matter of course that a small number 
can always embarrass the managing committee by requisitioning meet- 
ings every’ now and then. It is just to ensure that the special general 
meeting is really desired by a fairly large number of members th^t we 
think that one-third of the numl>er should be the minimum. It is 
from that point of view that the Select Committee after giving due 
consideration has changed it from one-fifth to one-third. 
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I beg to move that in paragraph (a) of clause 22 (1), Hue 2, 
he word “any” the word “co-operative” be inserted. 

I hope my friend Dr. Sanyal will withdraw the amendment of his. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir. may 1 point out one difficulty 
in this clause? If the number of meml>ers of a society be 450, accord- 
ing to the rule of one-third, 150 members will be necessary, whereas 
if the number of members be 510, a less number can requisition a meet- 
ing. So the anomaly is there if the clause is passed ns it is. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If a society has 20 members. 4 will be enough 
to requisition a meeting. And most of the societies will have about 
20 members. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 22 (/) (ti), 
line I, for the word “one-third,” the word “one-fifth” be substituted 
wa^ then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
paragraph (//) of clause 22(7), line 2, after the word “any” the word 
“c(»-operat ive” be inserte<l wa-^ then ]>ut and agreed to. 

The ([Uestion that clause 22, as amende<l, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


( la use '2S. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
23, in line 4, after the words “such powers” the following wonls be 
inserted, namely, “including the fkower to em]>h)y paid staff ami to 
maintain a provident fund for the employees.” 

From practical experience many co-operative societies have discovered 
that it is ver,\ difficult for them under the present law or the jiroposed 
law that is coming before us to employ paid staff of the society and to 
maintain a provident fund for employees. In order to remove that 
anomaly I have proposed the.se two powers to be given to the managing 
committee. I trust that the Hon’ble Minister wij) accept it. I suppose 
it will not be now argued that this power may be delegated by rules. 
I wonder there are how many things that are contemplated under the 
rules, and if the Hon’ble Minister can have recourse to the rules, he 
can as well accept my amen<lment to the .section itself. I therefore 
submit that the power to maintain provident fund for ernployee.s must 
be'Hhere in order that the rule.s may be made to have the details of 
the administration of the provident fund collection made out. As it 
now stands there is no section in the proposed Act which will empower 
society to maintain a provident fund for the employees or to maintain 
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auy paid ataf . I submit that unless these powers are given, mere jrules 
will not 1)€ legally sufficient to enable a society to employ paid s/aff. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What about clause 56? 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERilEEs That is only for the members 
and not for employees. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As you have 
been good enough to point out. Sir, this is a matter which must be left 
to the rule>, and the power is there to see that it will be done in accord- 
ance with the rules and by-laws. As soon as you have the power to 
make it obligatory on the society to do all these things, you can 
exercise the jxjwer even if they have not got the means to do so. 
Without going into details, I may tell the House, Sir, 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rule under which section please? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; ( lause Jd. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any rule-making power 
under clause I nder clause 26 it is laid down that the manage- 

ment of every co-operative society shall vest, etc. No power is given 
under that clause. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; In clause 
ld4((/) (./•/) it is stated, “the powers to be exercised and the duties 
to be i)ertornied b.\ the managing (ommittee and officers of a society.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Mu> I explain the anomalv, Sir? 
This clause reads thus: “The luanagement of ever\ co-operative 
society shall vest in a managing committee constituted in accordance 
with the rules and by-laws, which shall exercise such powers as may 
be conferred b\ this Act, the rules and the by-laws,” that is to say, 
the i)owers that will be exercised by the managing committee may be 
conferred by this Act and the rules and by-laws under this Act. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; ‘There is no mention whether the managing com- 
mittee will themselves appoint their staff or not. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; The constitution of the managing 
committee will have to be in accordance with the rules. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: The clause also lays down: “which shall exemse 
such powers as may be conferred by this Act, the rules and the 
by-laws. That is the power of the managing committee. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then- i8 110 power given by the 
Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But if ha.s been conferred liy the rules. Supjios- 
ing a village society wants to entrust the power to appoint the statf, 
the rules amply provide tor it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But, Sir. the rules must 
follow the provisions of the Act. Where is the provision in the Act in 
accordance with which the rules regarding prijvident fund for the staff 
may he framed ^ AVe want to know that from the Hon'Me Minister. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, it I 
move my own amemlment Xo. dP, this position will he made clear. 

Sir, I heg to move that in clause 2d, line 4, tor the words “as may 
he conterre<l.” the words “and jierform .such iluties as may he conferred 
or imposed respectively" he suhstituted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But, Sir. the confusion 
arises from ignoring the tact that the rules must follow the Act. and 
there is no provision in tlie Act itself for the coinstitiition of a provident 
fund for the staff. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is (piite true, hut sui)i)osing section 2d saya 
that a society shall exercise such ]><>weis and ]>erfonM such duties as 
may he conferred h> the lules It gives wi<le poweis, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But even in that <ase, 
Sir, there must he some indication in the juovision of the Act How 
can you forget. Sir, that tlie rules can he trnine^l onl> under the Act? 
If there is no indication in the A(*t, then I am afraid tlieie can he no 
rule on the subject. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: That mu.st he suhject to the 
approval of the Legislature. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I nder clause 2d itself, the 
power is conferred. 

Mr. 8PBAKER: Yes, that is so. 

lS)i^ motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2d, in line 4, 
after tne words “.such powers” the hdlowdug words be inserted, namely, 
‘‘including the power to employ paid staff and to maintain a provident 
fiCnd for the employees” was then put and lost. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
clauHe 23, line 4, for the words “as may be conferred’^ the words “and 
perform such duties as may be conferred or imposed respectively” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 23, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


(louse 23 A. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, clause 23A should be omitted. 

Sir, clause 23 A reads thus: “The Provincial Government may, on 
the application of a society and on such conditions as may be prescribed, 
depute a servant of the (Town to the service of the society for the 
purpose of managing its affairs, and a servant of the Crown so deputed 
shall exercise such powers and perform such duties as may be 
prescribed.” 

I draw the attention of the House to the complaints brought to our 
notice by no less a person than an enthusiast of the (’oalition party, 
namely, Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, regarding the aftair.s of the 
Bogra Central Bank, and I think that that itself will be the strongest 
argument that I have in favour of the deletion of this clause. 

Sir, Government here propose to take ]K)wer to appoint a Govern- 
ment servant to manage the affairs of the bank. Of course, it is stated : 
“on the apj)lication’ of a society,” and of course it is also stated that 
it will be subject to such conditions as may be prescribed under the 
omni])«)tent rules, but we know, Sir, from practical experience the 
manner in which such applications are secured and the circumstances 
also under wliich such Government servants, when they are deputed 
to manage the affairs of a society, conduct themselves. They become 
masters, and the W'hole society comes practically under their control. 

I submit. Sir, that if the provisions under clauses 2') and 2() have got^ 
to be respected, i.e., if it is to he provided that the Registrar should 
have power to dissolve a managing committee and reconstitute it and 
when the managing committee refuses to get itself reconstituted by 
the persons, as provided under clause 2(), I think when such wide 
powers are given, there should be no opportunity for employing a 
Government servant to manage the affairs of the society at all. The 
whole purpose of this clause appears to be to penalise non-official 
agencies when they would not very much like the interference of the 
Registrar. I submit and I believe the Hon'ble Minister will also 
realise the danger of this clause, — that this clause will be onei»f^the 
most dangerous weapons in the hands of any executive or the Registrar 
who would like to be interfering. I therefore seek the help of* the 
Coalition party members, because they themselves will be the worfet 
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sufferers. It is tliey wLo have under their ccuitrol many managinuf 
committees and these are likely to be superseiled or interfered with 
by the appointment of some officer whose salary will have to be borne 
by the society, for there is no provision that the payment will be by 
Government. On such conditions as may be prescribed the rules will 
be wide enouj^h to compel the society to pay the expenses of such 
officer, and (lovernment is not K^^inj? to pay the manuring committee 
in a rural area when there is no other work for the particular Govern- 
ment servant to do there. Anyway, I feel that this is a dangerous 
clause, and I think it .should be deleted, and T ho])t“ that m\ suggestion 
will be a(M*e])ted by tlic Ilon’hle Mini-'ttu’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
afraid my honourable friend has cither not seen or has overlooked the 
first lines of this clause where it is distinctly stated that it will be on 
the application of the society and that we do not want to imposi* 
ourselves upon any society, but when the society feels the necessity 
of the services of a servant of the Crown, then and then only the head 
of the department will depute an officer and not otherwise. The 
clause nowhere states that Government will do so ot their own accord. 
I have known jiersonally of manv central banks where th<‘y themselvt‘s 
have asked for the services of many departmental officers to manage 
their affairs and to put them right, and I am happy to say on tin* floor 
of the House that the results hav<* been extremely satisfactory 
(H\i lI\in..M)H\ X \TH Ch u om iff : Mirat ulous !) It will be on the 
application of the society that this will bt* done, and it is for that 
purpose, namely, to regulari.se .such an event that the Select Committee 
thought that we should have a clear jirovisiim in the Hill itselt. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who will pay for the officers y 


Mr. SPEAKER: That will be settled later on. 


The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move here that in clause 2dA, line 2, after the word.s “of a” the word 
“co-operative” be inserted. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick that in 
clailge 23A, line 2, after the words “of a” the word “co-opera ti%’e” be 
inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 23A, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
If as then put and agreed to. 
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Clchise 24. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, clause 24 should omitted. 

Sir, in this case at least I am in company with the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge. It is unfortunate that the unanimous decision 
;u rived at hy the Select (’ommittee has heeii turned down. 1 owe 
an explanation to tins House wd>y I have heen forced to move the 
deletion of' clause 24. May T refer in this connection to a letter which 
an Assistant Registrar wrote to the secretaries of central hanks in a 
certain district, dated the l^fth May, 1940. The letter amon^i’'st other 
thin^i^s says : “It is nece.ssary to curb this autonomy of the villaf^e 
societies in their own interests and it is also in the interests of the 
central banks that no loan should be issued to village sotdeties either 
out of the funds of the central banks or by borrowing from outside, 
unless the loan has been recommended with full responsibility by the 
departmental staff'. The departmental staff shall not uccej)t any 
1 e iponsibilit \ for loans issued without thei] knowl alue and ap])r()val.” 
Sir, the letter speaks for itself. 

Sir, may I in this connection also refer to the presidential address 
w'hich our Deputy Leader, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, delivered at the 
Co-operative (^onferen<‘e held on the L'fth July lust. He said : “If 
Government takes the sole responsibility of running the societies, well 
and good. But it is an intolerable situation which the Bill will 
create, if passed into law, that while the department will lord it over 
the societies, the responsibility for the results of the working of the 
8(M’ietie8 under official intervention and contr<)l shall fall on the non- 
official office-bearers”. ^lore over, there is not the ghost of a chance 
of my amendment No. 49, wliich contemplates inclusion of any ]>erson 
on whose recommendation such a loan is granted meaning thereby 
the Assistant Registrar in the case of Bengal Provincial Co-operative 
Bank and inspector in case of (‘entral banks on w’hose recommendation 
loans are usually grante«l to the central banks and village societies 
respectively, being accepted. In view of this, I thought it better to 
protect my brother non-official co-operators from the vagaries of this 
clause. I think, I have made my point clear, and I hope, the Hon’ble 
Minister in i harge, who has tabled an irnhmtical amendment will 
explain his view point. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I regret 
that that letter was never placed before me. At the same time, I fan 
only assure the House that that letter has got nothing to do witjj^ 'liis 
clause. If that letter seeks to suggest anything, it only suggests this, ^ 
that when money was being advanced by Government, Government . 
officers were ^expected to be sure that this money was being properly* 
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utilised and before any money could be advanced, it was also expected 
to make the position sure that the money would not be used in any 
other way than for the purpose for which it was to be given out. 

So far as clause 24 is concerned, along with Mr. Banerjee, I have 
also to explain to the House as to wdiy it has been thought necessary 
to table this amendment for deleting this < lnuse. It has been done 
at the instan(“e of the provincial bank who thouglit that this clause 
would frighten away non-ofticials and that unless there was s<»me 
guarantee for them to come forward and take up the work it would 
be difficult for non-official organisations to function, and out of resj>e( t 
to this view, I have also tabled this amendment. 

Tile (piestion that clause 24 stand part of the Hill was then put 
and lost. 


Clause 27. 

Mfi 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEEs Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 2')(/), in line 2. after the word and figures “section 77'* the 
words and figures “or section 78“ be inserted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that clause 2o (2) be omitted. 

Sir, I want only to comjilete what has been left incom[>lete in the 
Select Conmiittee. In clauses 77 and 79, there is provision for insjiec*- 
tion !»\ Kem^trar or financing banks and eiujuirv by the Hegistrar. By 
the introduction of section 78, I only extend the* scope of this (dause 
to the creditor of a society. The reason is self-evident. On the 
application of a creditor, it an emiuiry is made, that eiujuirv is not 
covered by the clause as it >-tands now. Hut if clause 78 is included, 
that also will be covered and that will also be a very necessary thing. 

As regards sub-clause (2), I beg to submit that it is one of the 
blackest clauses of this blac^k Hill. Imagine for a meunent that under 
the Registrar’s direction, a s{)ecial general meeting is held and in that 
special general meeting, a fresh board of directors is appointed; but 
that general meeting is precluded by this sub-edause from electing 
directors of their own choice. What they can do is only to elect those* 
members whom the Registrar wants to be elected. Sub-c lause (2) sa>s: 
In any direction made under sub-.section (/) th# Registrar may, for 
reasons to be recorded by him in writing, order that all or any of the 
members of the outgoing committee shall, for such period not excef*ding 
three years as he may determine, be discpialified for election or appoint- 
ment as an officer of the society. 

^Sir, I submit that the improvement which was effected in sub- 
ciansl (2) of clause 25 after mature deliberation in the Select 
Committee has been completely nullified by the insertion of this sub- 
^ plause ( 2 ), 
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^ Sir, I will also refer here to the conclusion arrived at after mature 
deliberation by the Madras Committee on Co-operation specially with 
regard to this question. To them the question was referred as to 
whether removal of one or more members of the committee was desir- 
able. “We have given the matter our consideration,” they say, “and 
are of the opinion that both in the interests of the Registrar and of 
societies, such a power is undesirable. It will cause friction and 
irritation between the department and the non-official co-operators and 
tend to embitter their relations. It may give room for the play of 
political or party influences and it is more likely than not to aggravate 
the differences among members of the committee and make the smooth 
working of the society more difficult.” 

Sir, I may also refer in this connection to the considered opinion 
arrived at by the llengal Provincial (’o-o])erative Hank, the nerve- 
centre of tile co-operative credit movement in the i)rovince, and even 
by the llengal ( 'o-operative Alliance which has been very aptly des- 
cribed in a resjdution jiassed at the Co-operative Conterence held on 
the Idth of duly, 1940, as the non-official hvnnmdnr and appendage of 
the Co-operative Department. I had the good fortune of securing a 
copy of the amendment arrived at by the Joint Coiuinittee ot tlie B ‘iigal 
IVovincial Co-operative Bank and Bengal (’o-operative Alliance in 
which I see that they recommend deletion of clause 25 (^), and I am 
also in company in this matter with Mr. Wordsworth. 

1 hope iny amendment will he accepted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Wordsworth's 
amendment goes still further. It has a witle scojie, because it proposes 
the deletion of the whole clause. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: In my personal capacity and not on 
behalf of the European group I supp^irt Mr. Banerjee’s point of view. 
This is a very great power to give to the Registrar and a very serious 
and heavy responsibility to impose on any officer. Under clause 25, 
the Registrar has power already to deal with unsatisfactory societies 
and there seems to be no adequate reasons why he should be given also 
the large powers of 25 {2), To be able to debar a man from member- 
ship of a society for three years is a power that would certainly create 
resentment if it were used and I think it ought not to be used, and it 
ought not to be given. But if such a power is given by the Bill, I 
think there should be provision that two, or three, or four men of 
impartial judgment and experience of affairs should be associated 
the Registrar in any exercise of it. But my amendment is there, and 
here I agree with Mr. Banerjee that clause 25 (2) should be completely ' 
eliminated. 
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The Hori^ble 1«r. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: With 
regard to amendment No. 50 moved by my friend Mr. Banerjee, I niit 
afraid there is some amount of misapprehension. Clause 78 makes 
special mention of a creditor and of the circumstances under which he 
will be entitled to ask for inspei'tion of the books of the society. 
Clauses 77 and 79 which have been mentioned in clause ‘25 are of a 
wide character. Following inspection and enquiry under which action 
under this clause can l)e taken, 1 submit that it is not necessary to 
have this clause 78 inserted in sub-clause (/) of clause 2-3. 

As regards sub-clause (2) I am extremely sorry that I have to 
differ from tlie views put forward by Mr. Banerjee and also by 
Mr. Wordsworth. Reconstitution will mean nothing unless this power 
is given to the Registrar to exclude those for whom reconstitution will 
l>e wanted, and from that point of view after giving a very seiious 
consideration the Select f’ommittee came to the conclusion that this 
power should lie provided in the Bill to be utilised when circumstancefl 
demanded it. I have no other alternative but to oppose the amendment. 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: AVith rega rd to clause 78 may 
1 add a few words. After an ins[>ection under clause 78 you can 
dissolve tin* society under clause 84 ; it it is possible under that clause 
to dissolve a society after an inspection under clause 78 you can also 
certainly reconstitute it after an inspection under clause 78. Please 
read tin* clause over again and (daustvs 78 and 84 also in that connec- 
tion, and \ou will understand the justice of m\ contention. 

The motion of Mr. Sat\apri\a Banerjee that in chiuse 25(7), in 
line 2, after the word and figures “.section 77” the words and figurea 
“or section 78” be inserted, was then juit and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Satyai)ri>a Banerjee that clause 25(2) be omitted 
was then put and a division taken with tin* following result: — 


AYE$-72. 


ANvi WBiif4. MBHivi. 

AMi HBBUiB tarkar, Maalvi. 

Aeluinrya eiia«Sh«ry, Makarafa laaki KaaU. af 
llBktafacka, MyMaaiiMck. 

Akaiti Kkaa. Mr. tyaS. 

AiiaiiiMta Akattf, Hr. 

■aMrJi, Mr. P. 
iaaarjl, Mr. latya Prfya. 
ta»ar|a4(» Mr. tUNiatk. 

■araa, taka Prtakart. 

Barau, taka tfcyaaa Praiai. 

^j^Aaraaa, Baka UpMkra Balk. 

Baaa, Mr. faataak Mkaar. 
Bia aa % W.Bakiaaa Ckaakra. 

BiffkayMMk Mtary. Bart. 

Blnali, Mriaraaara Batk. 

Baaii Mr. karat OkaaSra. 

BBa fcra ka r ty. Hr. JatMra Balk. 
tBMyaikjai Hr. Maripaka. 


Gkaadkari, Rai Naraakra Batk. 
Okippaakala, Mr. 4 . W. 

Dai Bapta. Baka Kkaftakra Batk. 
Oil Bapta, Iriiat Birtakra Batk. 
Oatta, Mr. Dkirrafra Batk. 

Dalai, Mr. Martatfra Batk. 

Datta Bapta, Miai Hi*. 

Datta Maaaaikar, Mr. Bikartaia. 
Eaikakal NaGaa, Kail. 

BkaM, Mr. Atal Krlakaa, 

BiaraMla Akaiak, Hr. 

Bapta. Mr. 4 , B. 

Nakkaar, Mr. B. K. 

Mataa All Ckaakkary, Mr. lyak. 
Nayaraak, Hr. Itafart. 
kalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Kkaa. Mr. Dakaakra UB. 

Kaaka. Hr. BMBMlNi l|ptk. 

HaW. Hr. Bikaa|a Bakarl. 
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ItoHri. Mr. twMirt Mtftaa. 
pall. Mr. M«tNa Krair. 

MalNMtftr. Mrt. Hraa#rMa. 

AM, Mr. Iwrar OtaNra. 

MaMM. Mr. Anrtta Ul. 

Maaial, Mr. Krltliaa Pratai. 
jiaairafBaMaa MaMtkatfl. Maalaaa M«. 
Jla4»al HtMia. Mr. 

MWar. Mr. 0. 
jlargaa, Mr. •., S.l.t. 

Jiakliarll, Or. tliarat Ohaa«ra. 

Mallltk. irilat Aikalwk. 

Naikar, Mr. Htai Okaatfra. 

Naaikar All, Mr. lyak. 

Praaiaaik. Mr. Tarlaitkaraa. 

RaaiiiaMia Akaiak. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaatfra. 

<Ray, Mr. Rlraa laakar. 


Ray, Mr. Kitkart Pali. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka RaOi. 
taayal, Or. RaRaakaka. 

•aaltaa, Mr. Rakart 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

•aa Oapla, Mra. Hallla. 

Ikakaiali, Mr. 
tkaaitaaata Akaiai, Mr. M. 

•laka, Irijal Maaiaara Rkaaaa. 
Stavaa, Mr. i. W. R. 
tar, Mr. Haraatfra Kaaiar. 

Tapariak, Rai Rakatar Maaagta Lall. 
Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 
Wallar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WanUwartk, Mr. W. C. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI-Tt. 


AMal AMI, Maalaaa Mt. 

ANai Hati, Mr. Mlru. 

Aktal Haklai. Maalvi. 

Aktal Naktai VIkraaipart. Maalvi M«. 

AMal Maaiit, Mr. A. M. 

AMal HaaiM tkak. Maalvi. 

AMal takMr, Maalvi. 

AMal KMvr. Mr. (allai Ul Mvak). 

AMal Lain Rliwat. Maalvi. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. lyM. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa takatar A. r. M. 

Akiar RaMkM MakaiaM, Mr. 

AMar RaikvM. Maalvi Mi. 

AMar Raat, Kkaa taklk Maalvi t. 

AMar Raiiak, Maalvi. 

AMal IkakvM, Maalvi Mt. 

AkMar Rwa Okawtkary, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl. 
Akal Maiklai, Maalvi. 

Akal HfMla AkiaM, Mr. 

Akal Qaaivai. Maalvi. 

Altai All. Mr. 

AkaiM All laayvtparl, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
AltuaMla AkaiM, Kkaa RakMar Maalvi. 
AaiiaaNak, Kkaa taklk Maalvi. 

AMlr All Mia, MaaM Mt. 

Aikratall, Mr. M. 

Aalat Nauala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakatar Maalvi. 

Aikar All, Maalvi. 

Rliwai, Mr. RaKk Ul. 

Oat. Rai lakll Kirit Rkaiaa. 

Data, Raka Oakaatra Hatk. 

ItMr. Mr. Upaatraaatk. 

Parkat Raaa Kkaaaai. Ragan. 

Pailal Qaatir, Kkaa Rakatar Maalvi. 

Pailar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Oaaaa). 

Paalar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaatlafk). 

Riiaai, Mr. t. A. 

Raraag, Mr. Oaaikar ttagk. 

Mtkikallak, TM Haa'Ma Rtwak Rakatar K.. at 
OMta. 


Naiiattia Okaatkarl. Maalvi. 

Naailtattia Akaiat. Kkaa taklk. 

Haakaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Rakatar Maalvi. 
Naaiaa Marafcat. Mrs., M.R.E. 

Hataaiaiiy taaiatar, Kkaa taklk Maalvi. 

Itrii Akaiat Mia, Maalvi. 

talalattia Akaiat. Kkaa Rakatar Maalvi. 

JasiaiMttia Akaiat, Kkaa takak Maalvi. 

Kaiaai All MInta, takikiata Kawaa tak tyat. 
Matsattia Akaiat, Maalvi. 

Maktakattia Akaiat, Kkaa Rakatar Maalvi. 
Maatal, Mr. Raaka Rakarl. 

Maatal, Mr. tagat Okaatra. 

Maalrattia Akkaat, Maalvi. 

MaKaai All MaHak, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiat Ataal, Kkaa Rakatar Maalvi tyat. 
Makaaiaiat Ikraklai, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiat larail, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiat tittigaa, Kkaa Rakatar Or. tyat. 
Mallltk. tka Hta'kia Mr. Makaata Rakary. 
Maakarraff Haaaala, tka Naa'Ma Rtwak. Kkaa 
Rakatar. 

Haaty, tka Naa’Ma MaUraJa triaakaatra, at 
Oaaalaikaiar. 

Naaarallak, Nawakiata K. 

Raikat, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 

Raxaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Okaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. PaNraai. 

takaN Altai, Mr. tyat. 

taHai, Mr. t. A. 

taaaallak, AUHaJ Maalaaa Or. 

tarkar, Raka Matkaiataa. 

tarajal lilaai, Mr. 

tkaaiiattia Akaiat Kkaatkar, Mr. 

tirtar, Raka Utta Maata. 

takrawarty. tka Haa’Ma Mr. H. t. 

Tafal Akaiat Okaatkary. Maalvi MaJI. 


The Ayes being 72 and Noes 76 the amendment was lost. 

The question that clause 25 stand part of the Bill was then put it 
, agreed to.^ 
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Clause 2€, 

Mff 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I do not move my amend- 
ment No. 52 as I do not find any ground to do so now. 

(As there was too much talking on the Coalition party side) — 

Mr. SPEAKER; M ay I reijuest the members not to talk in the 
House? It becomes impossible for me to carry on business if mem- 
bers talk in this way. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move-- 

that in clause 2()(7), lines G-7, after the word “persons” the words 
“on furnishing pro|>er security” be inserted, and also 

that in (laiise 2G(/), line 7, after the word “such” the word 
“other” be inserted. 

Sir, I want to incorporate tins provision for furnishing security in 
respect of those who will be appointed Viy the Registrar to take charge 
of tlie society in question. 1 am sure the Minister in charge will reply 
that all thes(‘ things will he done in the rules. Well, Sir, if that is so, 
the matter (‘nds there. But I think tliat at least in this case wluni a 
society h\ the fiat of the Registrar is being placed under a person who 
is a creature of the Registrar that person ought to furnish proper 
securit\ and this should be incorjiorated in the body of the Act and 
not left to rules to l>e decided hereafter. 

Dr. NALIN AK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move— 

that in clau.se 2G(7), in line 7, after the word “prescribed” the 
words “and on such remuneration as the Provincial Govern- 
ment may provide” be inserted. 

This amendment is self-explanatory. 

Sir, it has been argued that there will be rules to guide the appoint- 
ment of such persons to see if any security is to be furnished by such 
persons or not 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, Dr. Sanyal, this will require previous 
sanction of the Governor. I am sorry that we in this department did 
not notice it. 

\|)r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If previous sanction is required, 
it ^an be obtained subsequently. If one of the officers of the Govern- 
ment already in their employ is appointed, then there would be no 

'12 
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necessity of sanction. If a servant of the Crown is so appointed, the 
question of further additional expenditure will not arise and therefore 
no additional sanction would be nece8sar>', Sir. What I would like 
to su^^gest is that when the Registrar takes the power to appoint a 
person or persons to manage the affairs of a society and when the 
nornn'il functioning of the managing committee is suspended and also 
when the society is not permitted to elect its own managing committee, 
it is only fair that the person or persons appointed by the Registrar on 
behalf of (jovernment should be paid out of the provincial revenues or, 
the Registrar should appoint persons who are already in the employ 
of Government. Sir, it is only fair that a society should not be 
burdened with expenditure on account of the employment as its 
Manager of a person who is not desired by that society. There is a 
difference between clause 23A and clause ‘2() in one important respect. 
In the case of clause 23A it is on the application of a society that a 
person in the service of the Crown is to be appointed. Here on the 
contrary this appointment is imposed on tlie society — probably against 
its own will. Tlierefore, it is only fair that the remuneration or salary 
of such person or persons should be provided not out of the resources 
of the society but out of provincial revenues. That is all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Wordsworth, do you want to move your 
amendment? 

Mr. W, C. WORDSWORTH: No, Kir, 1 am not moving it, as it 
is consequential on the decision on the last amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, so far 
as Mr. Banerjee’s amendment is concerned, perhaps it ha^ been answer- 
ed by my friend Dr. Sanyal to some extent when he said that if a 
servant of the Crown was appointed the question of security would 
not arise. If he is an outsider such matters will have to be taken into 
consideration and it is for that j)urpose the clause itself makes mention 
of thi.s fact when it says “on such conditions as may be prescribed.” 

As regards Dr. SanyaTs further suggestion that the remuneration 
should come out of the provincial revenues, I have got to join issue 
with him, for that is a very heavy matter, and as we are not in a 
position to exafnine this question in all its bearings, we thought that 
we would not be justified in accepting the amendment on the floor of 
this House. It goes far beyond the scope of the clause, and I «im 
very sorry to say that I am not in a position to accept this amendufent. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 26(1), line 8, after the words *‘of 
the*’ the word “co-operative” be inserted. 
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The motions of Mr. -Satyapriya Banerjee— 

that in clause lines <>-7, after the word “persons” the words 

“on furnishing proper security” be inserted; and 

that in clause 26(7), line 7, after the word “such” the word 
“other” be inserted 

were then put and lost. 

The motion of ])r. Nalinaksha Sanyal — 
that in (laiise in line 7, after the word “prescribed” the 

words “and on such remuneration as the Provincial Govern- 
ment may provide” be imserted 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick — 
that in clause 26(7), line 8, after the words “of the” the word 
“co-operative” be inserted 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 20, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 

then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 27, 2S ami 29. 

The question that clauses 27. 28 and 29 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause :iO. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: vSir, I beg to move that after 
clau.-^e the following be inserted, namely:— 

“(^<'7) audited balance sheet; 

(Mi) auditor’s rep(»rt ; 

(Md) a regi.ster of mortgages created in favour of the society, if the 
.society is a land mortgage bank.” 

Sir, I think the amendment i- clear enough, and I also move my 
amendment No. ">7, namely, that the folh*wing frovi.so l)e added to 
clause 30, namely — 

“Provided that a certified copy of the documents mentioned above 
shall be available from the society on payment of a prescrib- 
ed fee.” 

Jlr! SPEAKER: There i.s one difficulty which I may point out. 
Does it mean that the society will make available audited balance 
sheets of all the years ? 
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Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANEBilEEa Only audited balance sheet of^ 
the year. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not like the word “delegate”! 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: It is all the more clear. 

'My purpose in moving this amendment is that several complaints 
are made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you ought to move “audited balance sheet 
for the year” or something like that. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why should it be for the year 
only? If the society has got audited balance sheets for several years, 
they should all be available for inspection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not ]>ossible for a village society to keep 
balance sheets for 30 years readily available. It is not a Secretariat 
Library. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I hope 
it will be a])preciated that so far as the financial position and internal 
affairs of the society are concerned, they can never be disclosed to the 
public. The documents that are necessary for the public are indicated 
in clause 30 and I submit, Sir, that if we are to accept this amendment 
that will only have this effect, namely, that the society will be com- 
pelled! to expose all their financial arrangements and internal affairs to 
the view' of the public, w’hich, I submit, is not desirable. So I oppose 
the amendments. 

The motions of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that after clause 30(di) 
the following bo inserted, namely — 

**{d(l) audited balance sheet ; 

(ddd) auditor’s report ; 

{dddd) a register of mortgages created in favour of the society, if the 
society is^a land mortgage bank,” 

and that the following proviso be added, to clause 30, namely — 

“Provided that a certified copy of the documents mentioned above 
shall b6 available from the society on payment of a 
prescribed fee” ; 

were then put and lost. 

The question that clause 30 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed io.« 
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Clause 31. 

The question that clause 31 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clmise 32. 

Mfi 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEEs J^ir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3.?, lines G-i, for the words “as may be preserilH‘d,“ the words 
“as may be provided for in the by-laws” be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does that fit in? 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Yes. I have no more heart to 
speak on lliis motion. 1 simpl\ move it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; 1 simply 
oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that in clause 3‘J, lines (>-7, 
for the words “as may be prescribed,” the w'or<ls “as may be j)rovided 
for in the b\-laws” ])e substituted was then put and h»st. 

The question that clau.s^' 3’J stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 33, 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 33(/), line 2, after the word “ilebentures” the word 
“issiu'd” be inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 33, us amended, stand i)art of the Bill was 
then ])ut and agreed to. 


(louse 33 A, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg U) move that in clause 
33A for the word “as.signatiun,” wherever it occurs, the word “assign- 
ment” be substituted. * 

I have got a number of amendments where I projawe to substitute 
“as.signment” for “assignation.” So far as we are concerned, w’e are 
not Englishmen, so we do not know the implications of English words 
so w'ell a.s the draftsman does, but so far as our acquaintance with this 
W(ttd in legal terminology goes we find that “assignment” is the more 
suitable word that we are acquainted with than “assignation.” There- 
fore I propose that the word “assignment** be substituted for 
.“assignation.** 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNHA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 

to move — 

that in clause 33A(4), line 1, for the words “due on“ the words 
“payable in respect of’’ be substituted and for the word 
“the” at the end the word “a” be substituted; 

that in clause 33A(^/), line 2, after the word “any” the word 
“debentures” be inserted; 

that in clause 33A(*i'), line 1, for the word “the” the word “a” 
be substituted; 

that in clause 33A('5), line 3, after the word “shall” the words 
“subject to the ])revious permission of the Trustee” be 
inserted ; 

that in clause 33A('5), line 7, for the word “power” the word 
“virtue” be substituted; and 

that in clause 33Ab^), lines 11-12, the words “but such power shall 
not be exercised without the j)revious permission of the 
Trustee” be omitted. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 33A for the 
word “assignation” wherever it occurs, the word “assignment” be 
substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions of the Hoirble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, 
namely : — 

that in clause line 1, for the words “due on” the w’ords 

“payable in respect of” be substituted, and for the word 
“tln‘” at tlie end the word “a” be substituted; 

that in clause 33A(r/), line 2, after the word “any” the word 
“debentures” be inserted; 

that in (dause 33Ai'T), line 1, for the word “the” the word “a” be 
substituted ; 

that in tlause 33A(t)), line 3, after the word “.shall” the words 
“subject to the j)revious periiiission of the Trustee” be 
inserted ; 

that in (lause 33A(*'>), line 7, for the word “power” the word 
“virtue” be sub.stituted ; and 

that in clause 33Ai^5), lines 11-12, the word-s “but such power shall 
not be exercised without the previous permission of the 
Trustee” be omitted; 

were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 33A, as amended, stand part of the Bill waa 
then ]>ut ai^d agreed to. 
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Clauses 34 and 36, 

The question that clauses M and 35 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 36. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
36, line 4, for the word “a'isignalion” the word “assignment” be 
substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 3(1, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


(lotuse 38. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that in clause 38, line 2, for the word “Act’' the words “law 
for the time being in force” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 38, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


(’lause 39. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is, Sir, one of the most 
im])ortant clau>e^ of the Bill. This clause relates to restriction on 
lending. I beg to move that in <dause 39<7)(n), in line 1, after the 
word “nieniber” the woiaK “or a de])ositor on the security of his 
deposit” be inserted. 

That is one of my amendments. The partic ular sectioj) in the* clause 
reads thu«.: “A co-o])eralive society shall not make loan'» to any person 
other than a member, or (/>) to a member in excess either of the 
maximum or ot the normal credit dc*tc*rniined by the society for that 
member in accordance with the rule*, whichever may b<* prescribed; or 
(c) save with the >pecial sanction cd the Registrar given in acc’ordaiice 

with the rule.*., on the securitx oi movable property. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you move No. 63 P 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, I will. 

As regards sub-clause ia) where it is provided that a society shall 
not%L^e Iccan.s to any person other than a member, 1 feel that this will 
make it difficult for the society to invite deposits if the depositors are 
not permitted to take loans on the security of deposit^i. If co-operative 
•ocieties do not co-oi>erate with depositors and a depositor is not allowed 
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to take loans against the security of his own deposit, it will be difficult 
to invite deposits, and this practical difficulty might stand in the way 
of co-operative societies flourishing at all. Therefore, that is my first 
amendment, and I trust the Hon’ble Minister in charge will see the 
justice of this amendment and accept the same. This is a provision 
which I have taken from the Madras Act. 

So far as my other amendment is concerned, I beg to move that in 
clause lines 3 and 4, for the words “rules whichever may be 

prescribed” the words “the by-laws as may be provided” be substituted. 

Sir, it is provided in the clause that the maximum normal credit of 
a member in a society should be decided in accordance with the rules 
which will be prescribed. Evidently, the idea is that it is the Registrar 
or the Provincial Oovernment that will determine the maximum credit 
})ermissible to a particular member of the society. The societies will be 
so varied in their nature that it should be left to the by-laws of the 
eocieties rather than to the uniform rules of the Provincial Government 
to determine what should be the maximum permissible credit of 
individual members of each society. I have, therefore, proposed that 
instead of the rules to be juescTibed we sliould substitute by-laws whicdi 
may be framed by the society itself. In the framing of the by-laws 
the Registrar has got certain amount of control, and I believe the 
Registrar can see that no by-law may be framed which will be contrary 
to the spirit in which the dei)artmeut desires loans to be advanced. I 
want this to be changed, also because it has been pointed out by several 
eminent i‘o-o])erators as well as by the framers of the statutory report 
of the Reserve Bunk of India that maximum credit should not be 
determined on the maximum of the capital of a person, but should be 
fixed rather on the income of the j»erson concerned, so that in case the 
person cannot pay, bis wlioh* assets ma> not be sold out, and be may 
still be kept up as a Uvseful member of the society. The Floud Com- 
mission lias also made similar recommendations. Therefore, Sir, I 
expect the HonTde Minister to accejd the amendment that T propose 
to make and leave the matter to be decided by by-laws and not by rules 
to be prescribed by Government. 

I have also got another amendment, namely, No. 64, which I also 
move. I move that clause 39(7)(r) be omitted. 

Sir, this clause relates to not lending money save with the special 
sanction of the Registrar given in accordance with the rules, on the 
security of movable property. Sir, I cannot find any justification foi: 
a restrictive clause like this. We have contemplated now loans by land 
mortgage banks against immovable property. If we have restrictions 
on the working of ordinary co-operative credit societies to an extent 
that a co-operative society will not be able to advance loans on crops, 
thsp naturally we shall keep the door open for the village money* 
laadars wi if yon allow village money-lenders to come in, tiie heaitligi 
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effect or influence that we want to create throug’h the oj>eration8 of co* 
operative societies will be completely jrone. I cannot find any justi- 
fication for preventing the societies from advancing loans on securities 
of movable properties of either gold and silver ornaments or of crops 
if that is felt very necessary in the interests of tlie co-operative societies. 
The lending power of the co-operative societies should not he restricted 
in the manner sought to he done. If it is so done, the necessary result 
would he that there will he more lending on immovable ])roi)erties and 
the liquid jHwition of the societies will he in danger. If the liquid 
po.sition of the societies is to he maintained, some amount of flexibility 
should he allowed in the matter of a«lvancing loans on movables and if 
that also is to be restricted, the societies cannot i)roperly function as 
money-lending institutions in the interests of the menihers of the 
societies. With these words. Sir, I move the deletion of clause M9(/)(r). 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, there is an ameiulment 
standing in my name, viz., that in clause (/) (n. lines 1 ami U, the 
words “save with the special sanction of the Registrar in a(*cordance 
with the rules” he omitted. 

Sir, I do not find any rea.son for giving the power to the Registrar 
of sanctioning a hxin on the security of movable property. Whetlu*r a 
loan ciin be given on the security of movable properly, it is for the 
managing committee of tlie .society to decide. ddi<*\ will hxd; to tho 
best interests of the .society — tertainl\ belter than the Registrar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you are misljiken. You want to 
delete the words “save with the sp^^cial sanction of the RcgisttNii in 
accordance with the rules.” Your intention llien is tlial llic co-opera- 
tive .societies shall not make hwiiis on the securily of movable 
properties. At least your draft is to that eflect. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, the draft is rather 
irregular. M\ Intention is that a f'o-opeixitive society .shall heat lil>erty 
to grant a loan on the security of movable property. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then better leave out your amendment. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Yes, Sir, I do. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, with regard to clause 39, 
I have got an amendment, viz., amendment 240, and I would like 
to^move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will take up the amendmentB in order. 
l£r. Wordsworth, will you move your amendments P 
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Mft Wi Ci WORDSWORTH* Sir, I have got amendments, but I 
do not want to move amendment No. 54. I shall move only No. 53. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 39(i)(6) the words ‘'in the case 
of a primary society only” he inserted at the loginning. 

All I have to say is that the body for whom I am speaking is very 
largely representative of central banks, and are of opinion that more 
latitude might be given to all societies other than the primary societies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 39(2), line 2, for the words “the society or 
societies” the words “any society likely to be” be substituted. 

Sir, 1 also beg to move that in clause 39(2), line 5, the word “co- 
operative” be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in chiuse 39(2), line 6, for the words 
“co-opemtive societies” the wwd “society” be substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
following proviso be added to cliiu.se 39, namely : — 

“Pix)vided that the rate of interest charged on the borrower 
fixim the rural societies shall not exceed GJ per cent, per 
annum.” 

Sir, it has been stated in my speech regarding recommittal that there 
is no provision as to the rate of interest in the Act itself. Sir, I have 
gone through the whole Act, but I have not found any such provision. 
Surely, it is left to the rule-making power ot the Government. But 
1 think this is a very importiint provision and it should be included in 
the Act itself, and the rate of interest charged on the boriowers from 
the rural societies sluuild not — I think all the members will agree — 
exceed GJ per cent, per annum. I know that in Madras the rate of 
interest is less — it is 5 per cent. But here Laving regard to the peculiar 
circumstances and having regard to the fact that the present rate of 
interest is more than GJ per cent., I think it is rea.sonable that the rate 
of interest should not exceed GJ per cent. If the object of the Act 
itself is to gPiint loans to agriculturists for the purpose of purcLising 
cattle, seeds or for gther agricultural purposes, I think, the rate of 
interest should not exceed GJ per cent. I hope, the Hon’ble Minister 
will accept my amendment. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have to oppose amendment 
No. 53 moved by Mr. Wordsworth. I have got the greatest respect for 
Mr. Wordsworth who was my profesvsor in college, and I know tbatdie 
is one of the ablest men if he would apply his mind, but when good 
men become easy tools in the hands of others and obliging to design- 
ing people,, they become very dangerous 
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Mfi SPEAKER: I think he is repenting tluit you were his pupil! 
(Laughter. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would respectfully request 
him to .see what would l)e the effect if it is accepted. The sub-clause 
provides that a co-operative society shall not make loans to a member 
in excess either of the ma.ximum or of tlie normal credit determined by 
the society. Mr. Wordsworth wants us to get tlmt check removed from 
centnil banks and the provincial Irnnk, that is to S 4 iy, so far us tlie 
provincial bank and the central banks are concerned, they should be 
completely free to advance loans beyond the credit of a member. I 
suiely do not understand what business principle is involved in it or 
by what knowledge of sound banking mamigement , Mr. Wordsworth 
is proni})ted in recommending that the pro\incial Uink or central banks 
shall ad\ance loans to persons when the securities do not cover such 
loans. Surely Mr. Wordsworth does not want the provimial Ixink or 
central banks to come to grief; or, jHissibly. it might lie that lie has 
moved this at the instance of jiersons who are themselves in the habit 
of taking loans or advancing loans to their jirotegrhs much beyond the 
securitN of such persons. It is a very dangerous proimsition that 
Mr. AVordsworth has put forwaid 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you can lea\e your Professor there! 
(Ijaughter . ) 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 therefore oppose thiB 
amendment . 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, so fai as 
amendment No. (i2, niov<‘d by Dr. Saiival, is (oncerm'd, I am (uitirely 
in agree men I ^\ith him in [u inrijile; hut it wi- were to include a juovi- 
eio'i like this in the Bill, it would onl> create ditiicuhies in tin' way, 
nanieh . ihai it will hav<‘ a tendem \ to t.ike the mf)Tiey oi the co- 
operati\e societie.s out of the movement ab'^olutelv . Recently we have 
given jiermission to the provincial bank to uive loans to the defKisitors 
again.^1 tln*ii’ dejKisils and that pr()\i''ioii — I am sure, ])r, Sanyal will be 
satisfied — is to be found in ilau-^e S wliii h authorises (jovernmenl to 
exempt a society or a class ot soeieti«*s from the ojffuation of any or all 
the iiKJvisions of this Bill and following that, we have, in point oi 
fact, pt'rmitted the provincial bank to issue loans to the <le])ositors 
against their deposits. I am really at one with my friend Dr. Sanyal, 
but I am uhable to include this amendment in tlie Bill itself. 

iTow, Sir, with regard to amendment No. (>3 if it were left to the 
society to frame these by-laws, the result will be that each will do so 
according to its own sweet will, and it is absurd to accept such a 
proposition. 
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Now, Sir, as has been pointed out by Dr. Sanyal, the Report of the 
Land Revenue Commission shows as to what ought to be the credit of 
a person and they go further than what we have said here, and say that 
it ought to be restncted to his annual income. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: By-laws will require Registrar’s 
api)roval. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then, why light shy of 

it? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because it will 
certainly involve a ([uestion ot principle, and as we are going to have 
it for the first time we have to examine it and be surt' about its effect. 

Now, Sir, with regard to No. 64, I expected that Dr. Sanyal 
would welcome this provision made hy the Select Committee in clause 
31b for if w(‘ were to accejff his suggestion, then it will follow, as a 
matter ot course, that the position of societies will become absolutely 
unp<q)ular, ''Jdierefore, whem‘ver they se(dv to do a little bit ot banking, 
they will have to go to the Registrar and have his ai)proval. 

As regards amendment No. 53, my friend, Dr. vSanyal, has given 
the answer, and I need not rejK'at them. 1 hoi>e Mr. Wordsworth 
will be good enough to withdraw his amendment. 

Then, as regards amemlment No. ‘240 about the rate of interest, 
we are extremely anxious to see that the agi iculturist gets his loans 
at as low a rate id* interest as possible. If wi‘ insert this rate of interest 
in the idll, it will only do this, namely, that no loan would be advanced 
at a rate of interest less than 6J per cent. The idea is that if the 
financing banks earn their creilit, they will be able to attract deposit 
and if they do so in the neighbourluM^d, they will be able to have credit 
at a very cheap rate of interest so that their lending rate will l)e equally 
cheap. 


Mr. DHIF7BNDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I have said that the rate 
of interest shall not exceed 6} per cent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If it is in the 

Bill, that will be the tendency. It all depends upon the circumstances 
under which a financing bank will have to work. It must be^appre- 
, ciatetl that fiancing banks are anxious to help societies out of difficul- 
ties by advancing* loans to them at as cheap a rate of interest aa 
possible. . 
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The motion of Di*. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 39(i)(o), in 
line 1, after the word “member^* the words “or a depositor on the 
security of his deposit” be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 39(/)(6), 
lines 3 and 4, for the words “rules whichever may l)e prescribed” the 
words “the by-laws as may be provided” be substituted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that clause /)(<■), be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion ol Mr. W. C. Wordsworth that in clause 3{l(/)(/>), the 
words “in the case ot a primary soidety only” be inserted at the 
beginning, was then put and lost. 

1 he motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the following pro- 
viso be added to clause 39, namely — 

“Provided that the rate of interest (diarged on the borrower fioin 
the rural societies shall not e.xcecd (jj jx'r cent, jkt 
annum” 

was then put and lost. 

The motions ot the Ilon’ble Mr. Mukundu Behary Mullick — 

that in clause 39(2), line 2, lor the w’ords “the society or socie- 
tie>“ the words “aiiN society likely to be” be suh.stituted ; 

that in clause 39(2), line 5, the word “co-oixjrutive” be omitted; 
and 

that in clause 39(2), line 6, for the words “co-o})erative societies” 
the word “society” be substituted, 

were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 39, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 40. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, amendment No. 67 i.s a negative 
motion, so you cannot move it. You can speak against the clause 
itself. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. All right Sir. This clause relates 
to restriction on transactions with per-sons other than members. The 
clause reads thus — 

“Save as provided in sections 32 to 39 inclusive, 47A and 47B, the 
• tranaactioxiB of a co-operative society with persons other 
than members shall be subject to such prohibitions and 
restrictions, if any, as may be prescribed.” 
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1 beg to submit that it is admitted that a co-operative society^B 
principal business should be with the members themselves. But at the 
same time it is also recognised that subject to advantages being secured 
for members, transactions should be permitted to be made with non- 
members ot a particular nature, particularly when societies like the 
consumer’s societies and producer’s societies are concerned. It is 
jwesumed that in case of a credit society, borrowers will be members, 
but the lenders of the society, that is the depositors, should be per- 
mitted to be non-members also. In the case of a consumer’s society, 
the purchasers of things distributed by the society should be members, 
but the society should be in a position to buy its articles from non- 
members. Similarly, in the case of a producer’s society, the pro- 
ducers should be all members, but the consumers of the articles pro- 
duced should be permitted to be non-members; otherwise, a .society 
cannot thrive. If the business of a society is to be confined, if all the 
transactions of the society are to be confined within the membeis them- 
selves, no co-oi)erative society can flourish. I have noticed, as our 
esteemed friend Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri has pointed out to 
me, that it may be provided under the rules, as stated herein, viz., 
“the restrictions, if any, as may be pre.scribed”. I submit that this 
starts with a very wrong presumption. If there should be any restric- 
tion, the restrictions may be provided by the rules, but ordinarily there 
should not be any restriction at all. The clause as it stands states that 
the transaction of a co-oiH'rative society with persons other than 
members shall be subject to such prohibition and restriction as may be 
prescribed under rules. Naturally the rules will be of a general 
character applicable to all societies alike. The rules may not keep a 
particular type of society or even one individual society free unle.ss the 
Ilon’bl? Minister takes recourse to the provisions of section (S. The 
position will be very difficult for a .society to run. In the case ot a 
multi-purpose society a section like this would positively prove harmful 
to the interests of the multi-puriwse society. For certain purposes the 
society ma\ rightfully have transactions with non-meml>ers and for 
others the transactions should again quite justifiably l^e restricted to 
members. Under such circumstances I would like this clause to be 
entirely deleted. If it is not iwssible for the Hon’ble Minister to 
accej)t the deletion entirelv, T would request him most respectfully to 
make the .section more explicit and not keep it as vague as it is now. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As my 

honourable friend Dr. Sanyal has indicated, there are different types 
of societies and their affairs will also have to be governed by different 
sets of rules. The clau.se itself shows the provisions of the Bill under 
which there can be transactions between non-members; levy of taxes 
with regard to irrigation societies can also be had from non-members, 
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but it ought not, I submit respectfully, to bei the intention of a co- 
operative society to have dealings with non-members unless there are 
special reasons. These are matters which must be of a distinct char- 
acter with resj)ect to the society and all these will have to be settled in 
the rules. I do not differ from my friend Dr. Sauyal, so far as the 
principle is involved, but there are difficulties in the way which prevent 
us from accepting the suggestion to delete the clause. 

The question that clause 40 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clnuse 41. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I beg to move that in clause 41, 
line 0, for the word and letters “('hapter VI” the word and letters 
‘‘Chapter VIII” he substituted. The amendment seeks a mere verbal 
correction. I believe the Hon ‘hie Minister at least will see that thi» 
is accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; My amend- 
ment (No. off) is exactly the same. I now move amendment (No. oH), 
namely, that in clause 41, line 4, for the words ‘‘and the” the words 
‘‘or an” l)e substituted. 

The motion wa» then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Dr. Naliuaksha San>al was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 41, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


42. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I heg to 

move that in clause 42(2), line 4, alter the word “pending” the 
words “on the date of such change” he inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The (piestion that clause 4‘J, as amended, stand part of the Bill waft 
liheu put and agreed to. 

Clause 43. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 heg to move that in ( lause 
43(7), lines 2 to 3, the words “with the previous approval ot the 
Registrar” be omitted. 

This clause gives an authority to the members of the society to 
change its form of liability, hut, Sir, it is subjected to one restric tion, 
that is, the previous approval of the Registrar will l)e necessary. The 
object »f this section is defeated if the change of liability is subjected 
to the approval of the Registrar. By this section the whole power is 
vested in the Registrar. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t you see the danger? Suppose after a 
society has incurred a liability, it changes the form of its liability, 
will not the depositors be affected ? 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The depositors will deposit their 
money knowing that there is a section — section 43. But if the power 
is given to the members of the society and if it is restricted subject 
to the approval of the Itegistrar, the whole power vests in the Registrar 
himself and the object becomes frustrated. So I submit, Sir, that if 
the pC)WCT is to be given at all, if this section 43 is to be retained, it 
should be retained with the deletion of the words “with the previous 
approval of the Registrar.” Otherwise the section becomes meaning- 
less. 

With these few words I move my motion. 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: My objec- 
tion, Sir, is apjmrent. If we were to accept an amendment of this 
nature it would lead to dangerous positions. 1 do not think it is 
necessary for me to make a long sfK*ech. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Dhirendra Natli Datia ihaf in clause 43(7), lines 
2 to 3, tlie words “with the previous approval of the Registrar” be 
-oniitted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 43 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 44. 

Mr, BATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
44, lines 3 and 4, the words “or w’hen a person applies for membership 
of such a society” be omitted. 

Sir, I can understand the usefulness of these words "^hen a mau 
applies for a loan, but when a man applies only for membership, I do 
not think it will be to the benefit of the society as it will scare away 
persons who desire to be its members. If in this way we put impedi- 
ments in the way of a person becoming a member of a society, the 
society and with that the movement itself will suffer. At least, with 
regard to limited liability societies, these words have no meaning. 
With these few words I commend my amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL: Sir, I beg to move “that the 
-existing clause 44, be renumbered as sub-clause (7) of clause 44 and 
thereafter the following sub-clause be added, namely : — 

“(2) Further, when a member of a co-operative society intends to 
take a loan from any out.side creditor, he shall notify such 
intention to the society of which he is a member stating the 
name and address of the proposed creditor and the amount of 
loan applied for.” 
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Sir, my amendment makes the picture complete. The Hon*ble 
Minister will notice that under clause 44 he proposes to obtain all 
necessary intormatiou about the loans of a member or one who pro^xises 
to be a member. It is only in the fitness of things therefore that after 
membership if a i>erson projK^ses to obtain a loan that information also 
should be supplied to the society concerned. Otherwise, the complete 
picture about a member s liability will not be in the jwssession of the 
society. This is very nec'essary it the soc'iety has got to be run j)ro- 
perly and the members of the society should have knowledge about the 
tiansacdions that its other meml>er8 are indulging in, whether those 
other members are getting too much under the grip of the village 
monej'-lenders or otherwise. It is ciuite ix)ssihle that it the society 
comes to know of such prospective or proj^osed loans it may come to 
the aid of members and save them from any usurious transactions that 
they may be subjected to. Therefore, Sir, I projwse that this addi- 
tional sub-clause be provided for, and I suppose the Hon'ble Minister 
will have no objection to accepting this amendment. 

The Hon’Ue Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICKs Sir, in this 
connection may I move my amendment (No. 61)? It is this — that 
in clause 44, line 7, after the word ‘‘and'* the word “may” he 
inserted. 

With regard to the two amendments, so far as No. 69, moved by 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, is concerned, the plain answer is this, that 
when a person intends to join a society, to hi*conie a meml»er of tliat 
society, it is for the society to know the assets and liabilities of iU 
intending members. It is just to ascertain the status of a fiarticular 
member that all these details have to be supplied if the society so 
desires. And from that pwint of view this provision in the clause has 
been made. 

Now with i-egard to the amendment of Dr. Sanyal, it is difficult for 
me to accept it in respect of all classes of societies. I may, however, 
inform him that this is done in the case of land mortgage banks, but 
when one becomes a member of a society it will be bis duty along wdth 
those of hia colleagues who are members of societies to see that they 
all run the society on proper lines so that one does not incur liability 
from any other persons, more than he can l)€ar. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I request you to intervene 
at this stage? If it is not possible for persons who have actually 
become members of a society to inform that society as to their intend- 
ing or proposed loans how can other members exercise any healthy 
induence on them? That is* one of the most important considerations 
I have in view, and I believe the Hon'ble Minister will be well 
advised in not brushing aside this proposition so hastily. 

13 
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The Hofl’Me Mr. MUKUMDA BEK ARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
told my lioiiourable friend about the practice that we have with regard 
to land mortgage banks, but to have a definite provision of that nature 
in the Rill, will, I am afraid, lead to difficulties. It is only from that 
point of view that although I agree wdth him, I could not accept his 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point Dr. Sanyal has raised is a very important 
one, and it is that the whole co-operative movement will be in jeopardy 
if you have too many statutes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, may I ask one ques- 
tion? Unless the brother co-oi>erators know of their intentions in 
respeid of siibsec^uent loans, how can they exercise any moral per- 
suasion upon them ? 

Mr, SPEAKER; It may be difficult in towns, but not in villages. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: They may know after the transaction 
is finished, but not before it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case it is a good ])rovision, but, it has been 
put forward at such a late stage that it becomes difficult to interfere 
with the whole mechanism of the Bill. This is such an important matter 
that it ought to have been discussed in the Select Committee. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: In any case, Sir, this amendment 
has been given notice of long ago and might have been given proper 
consideration by tlie Ilou’ble Minister. 

Mr, SPEAKER: As I have said, it is a very important matter and 
it is for consideration whether it should be embodied in the Bill or in 
the rules. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that in clause 44, lines 
3 and 4, the word “or when a person api)lies for membership of such a 
society” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the existing clause 44, 
be renumbered as sub-clause (7) of clause 44 and thereafter the follow- 
ing sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(2) Further, when a member of a co-operative society intends to 
take a loan from any outside creditor, he shall notify such 
intention to the society of which he is a member stating the 
name and address of the proposed creditor and the 
loan applied for.” 

was then put and a division called for. 

(After the division bell was rung and members had come in^ — 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I woulil rather like to leave this clause to he taken 
up to-morrow, because it seeuKs that the Govermnent uiij^ht reconsider 
their position. I do not know whether they will do so or not, but it* 
the Government desire, I shall call off the division. As this is a very 
important matter, 1 think it would be better to leave tliis clause over 
till to-morrow. Since there has been so much discussion I think some- 
thing' may come out, and delay has always got its own healing effect. 

(The clause was then left over.) 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 2tl minutes.) 


{Afti'r ndjounimvnt .) 


Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s statement regarding suspension of Satyagraha 

Movement. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: ^fr. Speaker, Sir, may I have .>our 
permission to make a statement regarding the matter which was Oie 
subject of discussion in the Hou.se last evening? 

In view of the Hon’hle the Ghief Minister’.s statement in the 
Assembly last evening that “(Government have decided to take 
iiiJim'diate steps for the removal of the Holwtdl Monument,” I take 
upon myself the responsibility of a<lvising the public to sus])end the 
Satyagraha movement which was started by Sj. Subhas Ghamlra Bose 
in the beginning of this month for the removal of the Ilolwell Monu- 
ment. The spontaneous support which the movement has received 
from members of both the Hindu and Muslim communities in our 
province has, I hope, demonstrated to the authorities that the united 
demand of both the communities was behind the movement. The 
movement has now' achieved it.s object and, therefon*, 1 consider it 
right that it should be suspended. 

The authority to call off the Satyagraha movement {ill(»geth<T is 
vested in Sj. Subhas Chandra Bo.se who started it in the beginning of 
this mouth. There are also other factors to be considered. The logical 
sequel to the decision of Government to remove the Holwell Monument 
ought to be the immediate release of all per.sons Arrested under orders 
of the Government since the 2nd July last and detained in prison either 
without trial or after trial. 

No announcement has yet been made by the Government that all 
those who have been arrested since the 2nd July last will be f(»rlhwith 
released. Moreover, the Committee of Enquiry announced by the 
Government has yet to be formed and the public has to be satisfied that 
proper amends will be made to the students, who were the victims of 
the brutal lathi charges day before yesterday. 
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All these factors and possibly some others will have to be taken 
into consideration by Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose for the purpose of 
coming to a decision as to whether the movement should be called off 
altogether. 

Finally, I would appeal to the wider public outside this House, and 
particularly to the student community, to accept my advice and co- 
operate with me and await the final decision of Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I ought to add that a statement on the lines I have made was issued 
to the Press last night by Sj. Tarakdas Bauerji, acting Secretary of 
the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, functioning at 0, Bhawani 
Dutta Lane, Calcutta, but the statement lias unfortunately not been 
allowed by the Press Officer to be published. 

MTi SPEAKER: Mr. Bose, if you kindly give me a copy of that 
statement, I sliall have it cyclostyled. It is unfortunate that I could 
not get the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, but I shall give a copy to the 
department as early as possible. 

The Bengal CcH>perative Sooieties Billi 1938. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Now I shall put to tlie vote amendment No. (il of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mullick to clause 44 and leave Dr. Sanyal’s amend- 
ment No. 71 and the clau.se itself for the time being, and then take up 
clause 45. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick tliat in 
clause 44, line 7, after the word “and” the word “may” be inserted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 45, 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 45, line 7, after the w’ord “instituted” the words 
“by him” be inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 45, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 46. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, clause 46 should be 
omit tod. 

Sir, it may not be within the knowledge of the members of this 
House that it is an absolutely new provision. It is not to be fojuid 
anywhere — neither in Act II of 1912, nor in any of the provincial Acts, 
save and except in Bihar and Orissa from whde the real inspiration 
for this provision in the proposed Act has coma. 
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Sir, according to well-established principles of jurisprudence, the 
statute of limitation is a statute of repose, peace and justice, and there 
is no reason why it should be relaxed in the case of co-operative 
societies. In the Registrar's note on the draft Bill, which was 
circulated to us, we find the following remarks: “This new section is 
ordinarily intended for primary societies in rural areas where due to 
dearth of competent and trained office-bearers and the conse»iuent 
laches in management, bonds of borrowing members are allowed to be 
barred by limitation.” How i.s it. Sir, that in the case of ordinary 
money-lenders bonds are not allowed to be barred by limitation and in 
the case of co-operative societies they are allowed to be so barred P It 
is more due to the laches of the auditors who do not point out that the^e 
bonds are barred, less due to the laches of the members of the managing 
committee as is suggested by the Registrar. He adds further: “The 
relation of debtor and creditor in a society is entirely different from 
that in ordinary maluijani business in that the society by lending tries 
to improve the economic and moral condition of the borrowers.” 

I submit to the members of the House: Do you intend to ini])rove 
the economic and moral condition of the peoide by keei)ing the <lebt 
alive for an indefinite length of time, or do you intend to imj)n)ve them 
by enabling the peo])le to pay the debt in as short a time as possible P 

I would refer in this c(»nnection to the resolution passed b\ the 
Conference of Registrars held in Delhi in December, in which 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge and the Registrar were also preserjt. 
The resolution runs thus: “Primary societies should only give short 
and intermediate term loans repayable in a fixed period, ordinarily not 
exceeding three years, and with due regard to the purj)oses of the 
loans.” If this clause is accepted as it si amis, then (In* ('oiisidered 
opinion arrived at by the Registrars of all the provinees will be set at 
naught. Moreover, I can (iuote the opinion of the greatest non-otfieial 
authority on Indian Co-operation, namely, the Hon’hlc Mr. Rannlas 
Pantalu. He says: “It is not right in principle to keep a liability 
against a member indefinitely pending throughout his life in the manner 
contemplated by clause 4(>.” I specifically wrote to him my oj)inion 
about it and asked what he thought about it. He entirely agreed with 
me and wrote to me his opinion I quoted just now. If a speedy realisa- 
tion of the debts due to the society hy its members is to be the objective, 
then if this clause is retained the w’hole objective will be frustrated. 
I think, Sir, that it is an unsalutary provision which will keep the 
members qf the society indebted to it for their life and the debt will be 
transmitted from the father to the son. If that is the manner in which 
th*y y'ant to improve the material and moral condition of the people, 
then I have nothing further to say than this that the Government in 
that case will stand self-condemned, hut if it is the intention of Govern- 
ment to improve the material and moral condition of the people by 
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enabling them to repay the debt by creating circumstances in which 
they can do it, then the one thing necessary is not to relax the law of 
limitation in favour of Co-operative Societies as is contemplated in this 
clause but to delete it and allow the ordinary law of limitation to 
operate. With these words, Sir, I commend my suggestion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I entirely 
agree with my friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee when he says that the 
intention of Government in bringing forward a Bill of this nature 
before the House is to try and see if they can increase the material 
resources of the masses, so that when they form themselves into co- 
operalive societies and take loans tlrny are able to repay the loans as 
early as possible. It is never designed that the agriculturists who are 
men) hers of the societies should be kept under the perpetual bondage 
of a debt of this nature. On the contrary, the intention is to try and 
see that tliey are able to pay up their debts as early as possible. But, 
Sir, this clause is based upon ex])erience of events that have taken 
place so far, and it is to lielp the realisation of debts which have been 
allowed to be barred and to see that such things do not recur that a 
clause of this nature has been inserted in this Bill. I hope my friend 
will realise this, and I hope further that in view of this he will not press 
for the deletion of the clause. (Mr. S.\Ty\FuiYA Banerjee: I won’t 
do that.) In that case I will oppose it. 

Sir, I move m.y own amendment on this clause which, I hope, will 
make the meaning of this clause clear. 

I move that in clause 4G(/), line 3, for the words “debt including 
interest” the words “the institution of a suit to recover any sum, 
including interest thereon” be substituted. 

The motion wa.s then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 4t), as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then j)ut and a division taken with the following result: — 


Abdul Atli, MiHlani Md. 

Abd«l Halil, Mr. Mina. 

AbdMl Nadi, Mr. Mia. 

AMtfi Hahin, Maalvi. 

Abdal NaklM Vibraaipari, Maalvi Md. 
Abial NamM, Mr. A. M. 

Abdai Utn titarai, Maalvi. 

AMat MaiM, Mr. tyad. . 

Abdai Wabab Kban, Mr. 

Abdar Rabaiaa, Kbaa tabadar A. f. M. 
Abdar Rabaiaa tlddidi, Mr. 

ANar RaiahM Mabmaad, Mr. 

Abdar Raabaad. Maalvi Md. 

Abdar Raaf, Kbaa tabib Maalvi t. 
Abdat Sbabaad, Maalvi Md. 

Abal NavMah Maalvi. 


AYES— 92. 

Abul Hatain Abaiad, Mr. 

Abal QaaHm, Maalvi. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Abiatd All Eaayatpari, Kbaa Babadar Maalaaa. 
Abatad Hoaaia, Mr. 

ARaiBddia Abaitd, Kbaa Babadar Maalvi. 
Aialaanab, Kbaa lablb Maalvi. 

Aibrafali, Mr. M. 

Aelad Haviala Kbaa. Kbaa Babadar Mavtvt. 
Badraddaja, Mr. tyad. 

BaN-Nart, MIm P. B. 

BMayra. tir Haary. B«t. 

BHirat. Mr. RaHb Lai. 

BraMiar, Mr. P. 0. 

Daa. Mr. Aaakal Obaa^. 

Oai, tai tabtb Klrtt Bbaavi. 
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£iktr, Hr. UpM^aath. 
rariiat Ban* Kkanam, Btfam. 

FaxM Hnk. tkt Han'kn Mr. A. K. 

Faihil Qnatfir, Kkaa Bakatfnr Manivi. 

Fazlar Rakmaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Factor Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myrncaciaik). 

Barone, Mr. Denker Singk. 
Hakikullak.tkcHaa'klcNa«ak Bakador K., at 
Dacca. 

Hattraddia Ckaodknri, Maolvi. 

Hamidaddin Akmad, Kkan Saktk. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Naikcm Ati Kkan, Khan Bakador Maolvi. 

Hacina Mnreked, Mri.. M.B.E. 

Haiamally damadar. Khan Sahik Maolvi. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogert. 

Hirtict, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idrit AhmN Mia. Maolvi. 

I■kilani, Mr. M. A. H. 

dalaloddin Ahmad. Khan Bahador Maolvi. 

Kakiruddin Khan, Khan Bahador Maolvi. 

Kennedy, Mr. I. B. 

McBregor, Mr. 6. B. 

Mahatakuddin Ahmed. Khan Bahador Maolvi. 
Mandal, Mr.Jagat Chandra. 

Maniroddin Akhand. Maolvi. 

Martndin, Mr. F. J. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Millar. Mr. C. 

Mahiin All. Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. B.. C.I.E. 

Mohammad Atial. Khan Bahador Maolvi Syed. 


MakaMnad lahagoo, Maolvi. 

Makammad larall, Maolvi. 

Makammad iMaimaa, Kkan tahik Maolvi. 
Manich, tke Han'kle Mr. Makaada Bakary. 

Mollick, Mr. Falla Bakary. 

Motkarroff Hoeaaia, tke Hao'ke Nawak, Kkaa 
Bahador. 

Mastagaweai Hagoe, Mr. lycd. 

Bandy, tke Haa^kte Makaraja Irtickaadra* at 
Oaeeimkaiar. 

Maearaliak, Rawakiada K. 

Maiimaddin, tke Haa'kie Kkwaja Hr, K.C.1,1. 
Maaroddin, Mr. K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahador A. M. L. 

Raikot, the Han'kle Mr. Frauana Dak, 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

•ahake Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Safirnddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarhar, Bako Madkvtodaa. 

Scotson, Mr. Rokert. 

Serajol Islam, Mr. 

Sbahakoddin. Mr. Khwa)a. C.B.E. 

Shamsoddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar. Baku Litta Monda. 

Steven, Mr.il, W. R. 

Sohrawardy, the Hon’kie Mr. H. S. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 


Akdul Wahad, Maolvi. 

Ako Hossain Sarkar, Maolvi. 

Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banerji, Mr. F. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Friya. 

Banerjee, Mr. Sibaath. 

Banerjee, Dr. Soresk Chandra. 

Barman, Baku Shyama Prasad. 

Barman, Baku Upendra Nath. 

Baca, Mr. Santoeb Kumar. 

Bhawmik Dr. Bokinda Obandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Sarsndra Natk. 

Base, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 

Chaodburi, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Baku Radbanatb. 

Das Bupta, Baku Khagendra Nath. 

Dae Bnpta, Srijot Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhtrendra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Datta Maiomdar, Mr. Nibarendo. 

Emdadol Hague, Kaii. 

Biaaaddin Ahmed, Mr. 

The Ayes being 9‘2 and tlie 


NOES— 47. 

Bupta, Mr.degesh Chandra. 
Hasan AM Obewdhury, Mr. Syed. 
danak AM Majumdar, MaoHrl. 
Kkan, Mr. Dekendra Lall. 

Kondo, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maitl, Mr. Nikunja Beharl. 
MaHra, Mr. surendra Mahan. 
Majumdar Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. AmriU LaJ. 

Mandat, Mr.dogendra Nath. 
Magkai Hosain, Mr. 

Makherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukberji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 
Mallkk, Srijwt Asbutash. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Ramitoddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charo Obandra. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatba Nath. 

SanyaJ, Dr. NaMaaksha. 
sen Bupta, Mrs. NotMe. 

Sbahedaii, Mr. * 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


Noe.s 47, the motion was carried. 


Notice of Statement. 

♦ 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Sir, may I make a sug- 
gestion that in future when the Leader of the House or the Leader of 
the Opposition makes a statement, they will give due notice beforehand 
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to the other side. I believe this is the pmrliamentary practice and con- 
vention, and we may observe this here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that is the parliamentary* convention. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, we on this side of the House 
are completely in agreement with the Hon’ble Home Minister in this 
matter. In this connection may I say that the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
made a statement yesterday, but no intimation was given either to the 
Leader of the Opposition or to any other member on this side. We, 
however, did not consider it desirable that such a thing should be 
repeated to-day. Ro attempts were made to reach the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister beforehand by our Chief Whip to give him intimation that the 
liCader of the Opposition was going to make a statement. But I under- 
stand that our Chief Whip could not reach the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

Sir, I am at one with the ITon’ble Home Minister that in future 
such a convention should be followed here. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think, I should make it absolutely clear once for 
all that whenever the Leader of the House or the l^eader of the Opposi- 
tion W'ants to make an im}K)rtant statement, he should inform me and 
simultaneously inform either the Whip or the Leader of the correspond- 
ing opposite i>arty. I think if Government want to make a statement 
either the (^hief Minister or any other Hon’ble Minister will take steps 
that tlie Government Whip informs the Leader of the OpjKisition, so 
that he may have an op]>ortuuity to come. Similarly, if the Leader of 
the Opposition wishes to make a statement, the Opposition Whip should 
inform the Leader of the House, so that he will have an opportunity 
to come. ITnfortunately this practice has not been followed in the past. 
I think it should be followed in future. I want to make it clear that 
meml)ers will kindly not raise any objection at the time when such 
statements are made. 

I can give you, Sir Nazimuddin, a copy of Mr. Bose’s sUitement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; May we emiuire, Mr. Speaker, what 
has happened with regard to your request to Government about the 
fixation of a date for the discussion of the Jute Ordinance? 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: We shall give you a date about it 
very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We should have a little noticer 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, certainly. I am very happy that only a very 
modest request has been made by Dr. Sanyal. (Laughter.) 
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The Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill» 1938. 

Claufic 47. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I l>eg to move that in clause 
47 (7), line 3, the word “prior’’ be omitted. 

I would only like to know from the Hon’ble Minister in chaifje 
whether the word “prior’’ before the word “elaiin” will not lead to any 
discrimination between current and arrear cdainis. I believe that it 
will lead to discrimination. The Bihar Oovernmcnt has adopted the 
deletion of the word “prior” in the Bill which was before the Council 
in the year 1935. This Government has taken the inspiration of the 
whole Bill from the Bihar Act and I hope that the TTon’ble Minister in 
char^re will at least have the courtesy of following the example of the 
Bihar Act from which he has taken the whole Bill. 

With these few word.", I commend my motion to the ac'ceptance of 
the House. 

Dr. NALINAK9HA SANYAL: T bep to move that in clause 47 (7), 
in line 7, after the words “as rent” the words “or any secured debt” 
be inserted. 

Sir, this (dause relates to the creation of first charjfc of the demands 
of the co-operative societies over the assets of members. There are 
several sub-clauses, viz., {(i), {(ki), (5), (c), (<1) and (e) . (u), (mi), (h) 

and ie) relate to movables and (J) and (c) relate to immovables. It is 
proposed that the co-operative society will have first charf^:e on the 
assets of any member or of any decea.sed member under certain circum- 
stances, and exceptions have been made in the case of Government land 
revenue and some other things 


Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that if a man takes u secured 
debt and thereafter becomes a meml)er of a co-oi>erative society and 
iuicurs co-operative debt, the secured debt will lx‘ wiped out and the 
demand of the co-operative society will get priority over the secured 
debt? 

Dr. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: That is the position now (rented 
by the Hon’ble Minister. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; li is a loan 
incurred by one as a member of the society. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is not the thing. 
The wording is **any debt or outstanding demand owing to a co-operative 
society by any member”. This debt may be antecedent to his 
membership. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: And, moreover, sub-clauses {d) and 
(e) make it clear that it would be for the purchase or redemption of 
land and for the building of a house. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I^t me clear tlie position. Suppose a person 
befon‘ being a menjber of the co-operative society, incurred a debt on a 
mortgage deed, and after that he joined the co-operative society and 
then he incurs debt there. The question is whether that debt will get 
priority over tlie secured debt. 

The Hoti’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 don’t think 
the draft means that. What it means is that the debt incurred by a 
member after ho has become a member will be the first charge. 

Mr. BREAKER: How can it mean this? The section reads thus; 
“Notwithstanding anything contained in sections GO and Gl of the Code 
of (’ivil Procedure, lOOS, or in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, but sub- 
ject to any prior claim of the Provincial Government in resi>ect of rent, 
or any sum recoverable as rent, any debt or outstanding demand owing 
to a co-operative society by any member, past member or the estate of 
any deceased member shall \xy a first charge.” These are specifications 
of the nature of debts and how the debts are incurred. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: And subsequent clauses 
refer to the purposes for which debts are incurred. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Supposing a man after becoming a member of a 
co-operative society incurs (ertain debts for certain sjiecific purjwses 
mentioned in sub-clauses (n), (b), (c), {(I) and (c), will those debts get 
priority over a secured debt? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; I think I can help the Hon ble 
Minister in this respect. Sub-clause (d) says tliat the demand will be 
the first charge upon the crops or agricultural produce 

Dr. NALINAfCSHA SANYAL: What about clauses (d) and (e). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sub-clauses (d) arid \e) 
refer to the demand in respect of any loan incurred for the purchase or 
redemption of land. If the land was purchased before taking 
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loan, then that should he a secured debt and this section would not 
apply. But if the land was not purchased before and if the demand 
is due in respect of any loan upon the purchase of laud, then tliis section 
will apply, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know how the drafting as it stands can 
mean that. Supposing a man purchases a piece of laud with a loan 
entered into by a mortgage deed and then becomes a member of the 
co-operative society and again takes a loan there, for the construction 
of a house, then will the debt for the construction of the house* get 
priority over the former secured <lebt ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : T <lo not know 
how the difficulty arises. If a man takes a loan soim*\\ here cls(* and 
repays it by taking a loan from the co-operative soiaety, the former 
debt is wiped out. I do not understand what m\ friend Rai Tlarendra 
Nath Chaudhuri thinks. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will you permit me, 
Mr. Speaker, to ex])laiii my ])oint of view ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Moreo^ er, a clause like that, Sir, 
I submit, would recpiire the previous sanction or approval of the 
(Tovernor-Gcneral because it affects the (^vil Procedure Code and the 
Transfer of ProiKTty Act. According to section 107 of the Go\(‘rnnient 
of India Act, luevious sanction is necessary. Tlie ('ivil Procedure Code 
is also mentioned in this clause specifically. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite all right so far us clause 47 (a) is con- 
cerned, namely, that it shall he a first charge upon the croj>s or agricul- 
tural j)ro(luce etc. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have made my position clear, Sir. 
So far as sub-clause (d), (arn, (h) and (r) are (‘oncerned, I have no objec- 
tion. It is only as regard (J) and (c ) that difficulty arises. In (d) it 
is mentioned — “if the demand is due in resi»ect Rf any loan for the 
purchase or redemption of land, then the debt will be a charge upon the 
land purchased or redeemed by such member.” If it is a question of 
redemption — suppose there is a mortgaged land, and I get some money 
fron^ a cevoperative society after I become a meml)er, and with that 
m#ney partly redeem my mortgage, hut the mortgage remains. In that 
case my previous loan will become a second charge and my suhserjuent 
loan to the co-operative society will become a first charge. In case of 
partial redenqdion what will he the pf>sition, Sir? 
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Roi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, in this connection 
another point may also be considered. Take, for instance, an example 
when a land is purchased with a loan from a third party. Then the 
land is mortgaged for a second time for some other reason. On the 
third occasion he incurs a loan from a co-operative bank and he redeems 
the second mortgage and not the first. Then the loan that was taken 
from the co-operative bank for the inirpose of the redemption of the 
second mortgage takes precedence over the loan that was taken for the 
purchase of land, i.c., over the first mortgage. That will be the ix>si- 
tion, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can certainly have this — any loan subsequently 
incurred. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, even if the Hon ble 

Minister’s contention is accepted, I would draw his attention to a typical 
case which I now present before the ITouse. Suppose a person pur- 
chases a particular plot of land for Ks. 000. He borrows Rs. .‘100 from 
a private party by mortgage and he borrows another Rs. 300 from a 
co-o])Ciativc bank. Then, Sir, a(’cording to .‘ub-scction id) this loan 
due to the co-o|x3rative bank will be a first charge on the entire land. 
It may, however, be argued that even in case of a mortgage, the second 
mortgage is always subject to the first mortgage. But in that case 
when a [lerson purchases land he eruiiiires of the proper offices, say, of 
the Registration Gffice, whethei’ the land has been ]>reviously mortgaged 
or not, and he also enquires in the Civil Court whether the land has been 
attached or not. But in the case of a loan borrowed from a co-operative 
bank it is absurd to empiire of all the co-o|K"rative banks all over the 
province whether any particular debtor has already borrowed money 
from any co-operative bank in Bengal. There is no machinery for the 
lender to know whether that particular memlier owes any money to any 
other ]>artv. That being the position 

Mr. SPEAKER: As far as I can see, the real difficulty comes in (e). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is very clear. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The difficulty about 
clause (e), Sir, is very patent, but there is also the difficulty in (d). 

Mr. CPEAKER: If a man intentionally wants to commit fraud, .then 
it is very difficult to legislate against that. 

Rif HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; But, Sir, we can cuuccivc 
of such a thing as partial redemption. 
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Mn SPEAKER: Anyway, it seems to me that sub-clause (e) presents 
H real difficulty. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, the Hoii’ble Minister refers 
only to sections 60 and 61 of the Civil Procedure Code. They have 
nothing to do with secured debts, lie has not said : “Notwithstanding 
anything contained in the Transfer of Proi>erty Act or the Civil Proce- 
dure Code.’* He has mentioned only the Civil Procedure Code. You 
know, Mr. Speaker, that Order XXXIV relates to mortgages of 
immovable property. Sections 60 and 61 have nothing to do with 
mortgage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyway, if this ])roviso safeguards that, then it 
is all right. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, we have 
that in contemplation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite possible that the first jwovision safe- 
guards a mortgage and it is “Notwithstanding anything contained,” 
etc. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, no, it will not. 

The Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Now, as 
regards the amendment of my friend, Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I think it would he better if we 
further examine sections 60 and 61 of the Civil Procedure Code. This 
section 47 is a very complicated section, and, if you agree, Sir, discus- 
sion on this clau.se may be held over. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. This stands held over. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Mullick, will you move your amendment, 
No. 68 P 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MyLLICK: Sir, along 
with No. 68 may I move all the amendments of mine under clause 47 P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That clause has been held over for cbe present. 

Th0 Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: But there is 
n^hasm, Sir. I simply move them : 

that in clause 47(7), line 8, for the word “owing” the word “due” 
be substituted. 
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that in paragraphs («), (m), (6), (c), (d) and (e) of clause 47(1) for 
the words “the demand” wherever they occur in line 1, the words “such 
debt or demand” be substituted, 

that in paragraph (d) of clause 47(7), line 4, for the words “in 
whole” the word “wdiolly” be substituted, and 

that in clause 47(2), line 7, after the word “articles” the words 
“houses”, “buildings” be inserted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I may at once inform the Hon’blo 
Minister that we have no objection to accepting his amendments Nos, 
04 and 67. 


Clause 48. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyway, they will be taken up to-morrow. 
Mr. Mullick may now move his amendment No. 08 on clause 48. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 48, line 8, after the figures “69” the word “inclu- 
sive” be inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The ([ueslion that clause 48, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 47 A and 47B. 

The question that clauses 47A and 47B stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 48 A. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: vSir, I beg to move that in clause 
48A, lines 2 and 3, the words “or of any other person” be omitted. 

Sir, I would not press this amendment very much. I appreciate 
that there would be some amount of convenience if private persons under 
whom members of a co-operative society are employed may, by virtue 
of any enactment, be comi^elled to collect the dues to co-operative 
societies through their pay bills. But, Sir, I would submit for the con- 
sideration of the House and of the Hon’ble Minister if he is not intro- 
ducing a very dangerous principle here. By virtue of this section any 
employer will be required to collect the dues of an employee to a co- 
operative society from out of his salary bill, and he is to maintain elabo- 
rate accounts and has to be sure of the regular payment thereof tg the 
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society. It has been our experience that in the case iie-tax pay- 

ment considerable difficulties arise. Although the incoino-tax law is 
very rigorous in this respect, viz., that every employer has to deduct 
from the salary of his employees their income-tax dues, yet sometimes 
the employers forget to so collect, or, sometimes, even after collection 
they do not make the imyment in due time. Thereafter some new com- 
plication arises. When a private employer collecting dues to a co- 
operative society fails to iray that to the co-operative society in time, 
interest will be running, and it will be difficult to realise that interest 
from the employer. The employee wull take the plea that from his 
salary bill this amount of money has been deducted, and the employer 
will say that he is not bound to give the amount in due time. All the 
same interest, in the mean tinie will Ik? accumulating on the amount not 
paid to the co-operative society. So, I would like tlie llou’ble Minister 
to examine the position further. Besides, Sir, it is not the practice 
of all the employers to make payments to their employees on the due 
date on the expiry of a particular month. Some employers pay their 
employees on the Isl of the following month; some on the KHh; some 
on the 15th. There are varying dates on which payments are made. 
In case such a power is given to the employer to de<luct from the 
.salaries of employees their dues to the co-operative societies, it will he 
difficult for the employee to make prompt and effective i>aymeni as and 
when the dues mature or as and wdieii the dues have got to ho paid. 
That is from the point of view of the employee. From the i)oint of 
view of the employer also, there will be coiivsiderahle pnictical difficulty 
when there are a large number of employees in a firm and the cm]»loyer 
has got to maintain an elaborate system of accounts to find out what 
are the respective dues of each of the employees to a particular co- 
operative society or a number of societies of which the emjdoyees may 
he members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Surely, it will not be made a penal offence. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That will he all the more conveni- 
^ ent for the employer to collect the amount and not to pay. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will he breach of trust 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then it will he penal. If he 
collects and does not luiy, then of course it will he a matter of criminal 
law. I submit that such rigour should not he extended to include pri- 
vate employers. It is of course in the fitness of things that Govern- 
mont and local authorities should be required to deduct the dues. 

-Mr. SPEAKER: I suppose the intention here is to include liraiteo 
companies. 





'i’V , 

lar GOVEENlfENT BILL. [24th jKt, 

Dr. NALII^AKSHA BANYAt^flf tW is stated I think that* will 
be all right, but if any other person is mentioned, it goes a little beyond 
this scope. If the Hon’ble ilinister puts it as ‘*any other limited 
Company” as a short-notice amendment, I am prepared to accept it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKi I do not think 
I have got anything more to say. I hope my friend Dr. Sanyal also 
will realise it. 

The motion of Br. Nalinaksba Sanyal that in clause 48A, lines 2 and 
3, the words “or of any other person” he omitted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 48A stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 49. 


The question that clause 49 stand part of the Bill w^as then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 50, 


The Hofi’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs Sir, I beg to 
move— 

that in clause 50 (7), line 3, the word “license’^ be omitted; 

that in clause 60 (7), line 4, for the words “Provincial law,” the 
words “law for the time being in force” be substituted; 

that in clause 50 (7), line 6, the w’ords “or under any enactment” 
be omitted;. and 

that in clause 60 (2), line 1, for the words “the case” the word 
“respect” l)e substituted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 50, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 51, 

The question that clause 51 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


AdJourmiMiit 

It being 8-6 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 25th July. 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Caleuttn, on Thursday, 
the 25th July, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tlie Ilon’hle Khan Bahadur M. AzizrL Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 8 Hoii’ble Ministers and 212 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Filling up of vacancies in 8ul»-Registry Offices at Dinajpur. 

*67. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in char^^e of the Education (Kegistration'l ])(‘pariment l)e 
pleased to state whether two jK)st8 ot lem|)orarv clerks recently lell 
vacant in the Sub-Registiars’ Offices in the district of Dinajpur? 

{h) Have the vacancies been filled up? 

(c) If the answers to (r/) and (h) are in the atlirmative, will the 
Horrble Minister be pleased to state — 

(f) how many candidates apj)lie<l f(»r the posts; 

(//) what were their respective qualificatioiis and experiences; and 

(Hi) whethei there was any one ainonfj^st the apjdicunts who had 
previous experience in the department? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (Hi) is in the affirmatis’e, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l:e pleased to state whether any one of them was appointed to 
th^ post? 

(e) If not, why not? 

JJ) Will the Honhle Minister be pleased to state — 

(i*) who hav-^ been appointed to the posts; and 
(it) what are their respective qualifications? 


14 
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MINISTER in charge of the lOUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’ble Mfe A. Ke Faziul Huq): (a) No, but two posts of permanent 
muh/irrirs. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) {i) 42. 

(ii) Five ai)plicant8 read up to the I.A. standard, one up to the 
I.Sc. standard, 19 were matriculates and others w'ere non-matriculates. 
Thirty had previous experience of office work and the others had no 
such ex})erience. 

(Hi) Yes, 17 such. 

(d) Two of them were appointed. 

(e) Does not arise. ' 

(/) (?) Munshi Safiuddin Ahmed and Munshi Mahiuddin Ahmed. 
Both were extra muhnrrlm. 

(ii) Both read up to the Matriculation standard. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Before putting- the supple- 
mentary question, Sir, I wisli to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to his replies to questions (c) (ii) and (c) (iu). In piving 
the number of applicants who had previous experience he says in his 
reply (c) (ii) that 30 applicants had previous experience, but later in 
answer (c) (Hi) he says “8eventeen’\ AVill the Ilon’ble Minister now 
please tell us how he reconciles these two figures? I want to know 
whether thirty is the correct figure or seventeen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not see any dis- 
crepancy. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In answer (c) (H) the Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that 30 applicants had previous experience, but in 
answer (c) {Hi) he says that seventeen had previous experience. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that 30 applicants had previous experi- 
ence of office work, while seventeen had previous experience in the 
department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, that is so. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Of these IT and 30 applicants, 
will the HonTile Minister be ideased to tell us how many, if any, were 
there who read up to the I.A. or I.Sc. standard.*^ 
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The flon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. Besicics, 
Sir, these appointments are made by the District Sub-Registrar, and 
Government have got nothing to do with them. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
please tell us how many out of these applicants were Hindus and how 
many Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Khaksar movement in and around Calcutta. 

*68. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge ot the Home Department be jdeased to state — 

(а) what steps Bengal (loverument have taken to check the 

Khaksar movement in and around Calcutta? 

(б) whether he is aware of the jmradea of the Khaksars almost 

every night in the parks of Calcutta and its suburbs; 

(c) if so, are these parades held with the sanction of the (Govern- 

ment ; 

(d) whether this Khaksar organisation in Calcutta has any organi- 

sational connection with the Khaksar movement in the 
Punjab; 

(c) whether the Ilon’ble ifinister is awaie of the recent ac’tivities 
of the Khaksars in the I’unjab; 

(/) if so, do the (jovernment here consider it desirable to allow the 
movement to grow in Bengal unchecked; and 

(//) whether the (io\ernment of Bengal are in coi respondence with 
tin* (’eiitral Government to ascertain whether these Khaksars 
have a secret connection with the Xa/is of Germany and 
that they are meant to form the Fitth (’<dumn in this 
country ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8lr Nazimuddin): (n) N one at present. 

(b) ^ {d) and (e) Yes. 

(c) and (g) No. 

(/) The whole question oi the treatment of volunteer organisations 
is under examination. 

* Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to 
answer (c). is the Hon’hle Minister aware what a serious shape this 
Khaksar movement has taken in the Punjab? 
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Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state with reference to answer (g) whether he is aware 
that the Premier of the Punjab has made a public statement that the 
Khaksars are the agents of the enemy? Has the Government of 
Bengal considered the desirability of ascertaining whether that state- 
ment is ture or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got no further 
information than what has been reported in the papers, and I do 
not think there is any necessity for making any equiry into the 
mutter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (/), 
where the Hon’ble Minister says : “The whole question of the treat- 
ment of volunteer organisations is under examination^’, do we under- 
stand him to say that Government treat the Khaksar movement as an 
ordinary volunteer organisation and they think that all reports about 
their connection with the Nazis are baseless and that is wliy Govern- 
ment have not taken any steps? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, I am afraid you have asked about five 
i|ue8tions I (liuughter.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government think that the Khaksar movement 
is an ordinary volunteer organisation? 

The Hon^ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government make no 
distinction between an ordinary' volunteer organisation and the 
Khaksar organisation. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government has arrived at any policy with 
regard to the Khaksar movement? 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already 
stated, the Khaksar movement cannot be treated separately from other 
volunteer organisations, and the whole question is under examination. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answers (/>) and 
(c), is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Khaksars are parading in 
the parks of Calcutta without the permission of Government and, if 
so, where is the portfolio of law and order just now? (Laught^.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 



1940 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


197 


Dittfforaetation of certain areas in Sundarbans and Chittagong. 


f (a) Will the H.,„-l.le Minister in charge 

of the Forest and E.xcise Department Im pleased to state whether the 
Uoverriment contemplate — 


(i) the disaffore-station of the Chakaria, Sundarbans and other 
reserve forest lands of the t’hittagong district which me 
suitable for cullivation and habitation; and 

(li) the settlement of the same on (he raiyatwari system directly 
to the landless ag-riculturist labourers of the districts 


(6) Is the lion hie Jlinister aware — 

(t) that there is an organised body known as "Chittagong F aiidless 
Agriculturists Association"; and 

(ti) that it has already apidied to the Government on the subject? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut); (o) So far ns the 

Chakaria Sundarbans reserved fore.sts are concerned, Government have 
already appointed a Committee to go into the (juestion of disafforesta- 
tion and subseiiuent settlement. As regards other reserved forests in 
the district of Chitta^^^ong a detailed statement of areas alreadv dis- 
afforested was supplied to the member in answer to his starred (luestion 
129 during the last session of tin* Assemblv- 

{h) I am not aware of the existence of any such association and no 
application has been received from it. 


Grants to non-Govomment Girls’ Schools during 1939-40. 

•70. Mauivi MOHAMMAD HAS8ANUZZAMAN; in) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the amount placed at the dispo.sal of the Insiiectress of Schools, 
Eastern Circle (Dacca) and We.stern* Circle, resjiectively , 
out of the grant of IN. 1 .90,900 sanctioned for the non- 
Government secondary schools for girls, 193940; 

(«) the present numl>er of iion-Go%ernment Muslim girls* 

(1) high Engli.sh, and 

(2) middle English schools, 
in the Province; 

(uV) the number of them that exist in Dacca Circle.; 
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(iv) the amount spent for the high English and middle English 

schools meant for — 

(1) Muslim girls only, and 

(2) other girls’ schools; 

(v) the amount that has been spent under the following heads, 

namely : — 

(1) additional recurring grant, 

(2) capital grant, 

(3) furniture grant, and 

(4) stipends for girls 
for — 

(A) Muslim girls’ schools, and 

(B) other girls’ school? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, school by school, the detailed statements of expen- 
diture incurred up to date out of the grant of Rs. 1,00, 000 for 1939 
and 1940? 

(c) How much of the balance, if any, is still left unspent? 

{d) How do the Government propose to spend this unspent balance 
particularly in the Eastern Circle? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Muslim females are 
backward in education? 

(/) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
reserving a portion of the grant to be spent annually as recurring and 
non-recurring expenditure for the advancement of Muslim female 
education in secondary schools for purely Muslim girls? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) A statement furnishing 
the required particulars is laid on the table. 

(6) Two statements showing the distribution of the additional 
allotment in the Eastern and Western Circles of the Province, are 
laid on the table. 

(c) Nil. 

I 

{d) Does not arise. 

(e) Yea. 

(/) Almost all the existing Muslim girls’ schools (high English 
and middle English) already receive giants from the Department. It 
is not, therefore, considered desirable to reserve a portion of the grant, 
either recurring or non-recuriing, for purely Muslim girls’ schools. 
This question will, however, be considered when more such schools 
apply for grants to this Department and when more money becomes 
available in the budget. 
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StatemerU I referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 70. 

Inspbctbkss or Schools, Pbesidency and Buedwan Divisions. 


Serial 

No. 

Name and status of 
schools. 

Locality. 

Amount of 
Government 
grant out of the 
additional 
allotment of 
R8.65,000. 




New. 

Addi- 

tional. 

1 

2 


4 

5 


HiffA Schools. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1 

Beltola Girls* 

17, Beltola Road, Calcutta . . 


40 

2 

Sir R. C. Mitter Memorial 

16, Jogesh Mitter Rood 


70 

3 

Poary Charan Girls’ 

126, Tarak Pramanick Road, 
Calcutta. 


70 

4 

Shambazar Girls* 

47, Bosepara Lane, Calcutta 


50 

5 

Bharat Stri Sikahasadan . . 

169-1 A, Bowbazar Street, 

Calcutta. 


100 

6 

City Girls’ 

46, Amherst Street, Calcutta 

150 


7 

St. Mary’s Girls’ 

J , Convent Lane, Calcutta . . 


125 

8 

Bally gunge Girls’ 

4, Hindusthan Road (24-Par- 
ganas). 


100 

9 

Jeeva Shiva Mission K. C. 

4-2, Kamardonga Road, 

Calcutta. 


75 

10 

Surah Konya Bidyalaya . . 

33, Talpooker Road, Calcutta 


125 

11 

Chetla Girls’ 

66-1, Jaynuddi Mistri Lane 
(24-Parganas). 


50 

12 

Lake Girls’ 

P. 13, Lansdowne Road 

Extension, Calcutta. 

100 

1 


12 

Madhusudan Tu*aprasanna 
Girls’. 

Jessore . . i 

1 


50 

14 

Coronation Girls’ 

Khulna 


60 

Ifi 

Lady Carmiohael Girls* . . 

Nadia 

•• 

100 

16 

Berhaznpur Girls* 

Berhampore 

•• 

100 

17 

Howrah Girls’ 

Howrah 

•• 

100 
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1 

1 

Serial 

No. 

Name and status of 
schools. 

Locality. 

Amount of 
Government 
grant out of tho 
atlditional 
allotment of 
Rs.5r>.(m 




New. 

Addi- 

tional. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


High Schools — concld. 


Ra. 

B«. 

18 

Kalitola Girls’ 

Bankura 


100 

19 

Mission Girls’ 

Midnapur 


50 

20 

Chinsiira Balika Bani 

Mandir. 

Hooghly 


100 

21 

Sorampur Girls’ 

Ditto 


100 

22 

Municipal Girls’ 

Burdwan 


100 

23 

Ushagram Girls’ 

Asansol-Burdwon 


50 

24 

ITmarani Gorai Mohila 
Kalyan Girls’. 

Ditto 


100 


Middle English Schools, 




1 

, L.M.S.Kahghat Girls’ .. 

i 6 , Greek Church Bow, Cal- 
cutta, 


I 5 

2 

Behala Girls’ 

Behala, 24 Parganas 

1(K> 


3 

Sarbamangala Girls’ 

Arulah, 24-Parganas 

7r» 


4 

Bhatpara Central Girls’ . . 

Bhatpara, 24-Parganas 

irA) 


5 

Shamseah Zenana Madrasah 

Garden Reach, 24 -Parganas 

300 


6 

Itna Jagadiswari 

Itna, Jessom • 


25 

7 

Mono Mohini Girls* 

Bagerhat, Khulna 


105 

8 

Mulgliar Girls’ 

Mulghar, Khulna 


50 

9 

Manindra Chandra Girls’ 

ChuadMiga, Nadia 

7r> 


• 10 

Dearapara Girls’ 

NaWlwip, Narlia 

100 


11 

Brojabala Girls’ 

Ranaghat, NadiS 

75 


12 

Bonhanshpur Girls’ 

Bonhanshpur, Howrah 


105 
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Serial 

No. 

Name and status of 
schools. 

Locality. 

Amount of 
Government 
grant out of the 
additional 
allotment of 
Rs.55,000. 




New. 

Addi- 

tional. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Middle English Schools — 
ooncld. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

13 

Shibpore Bhowani Girls’ . . 

Shibpore, Howrah 

150 


14 

Shibpore Hindu Girls’ 

Ditto 

75 


15 

Radharani Memorial Girls’ 

Khantura, HowTah 

75 


16 

Shivadas Central Girls’ . . 

\ ishjupur, Bankura 

75 


17 

Brojamohon Girls’ 

Nandigram, Midnapur 

75 


18 

Hansohar Sindhbala 

Hanschar, Midnapur 

75 


19 

Chandramoni Girls* 

Contai, Midnapur 


(a)50 

20 

Binodini Girls’ 

Ghutiabazar, Hooghly 


85 

21 

Oolap Mohini Girls’ 

Singur, Hooghly 


3 

22 

Kalna Girls’ 

Kalna, Burdwan 


25 

23 

Rampurliat Girls’ 

Rampurhat, Birbhum 

100 


24 

Bolepur Girls’ 

Bolepur, Birbhum 


50 

1 

Primary Middl^ Schools. 

Nawabgunge Girls’ 

Nawabgunge, 24-Parganas . . 


(6)25 

2 

GobardMiga Girls’ 

Gobardanga, 24 Parganas . . 


(6)20 

3 

Taki Sastliibar Girls’ 

Taki, 24-Pargana8 

(c)35 



(o) Ponnission granted tt) open lugh Bchool classes. 
(6) For the maintenance of claseee V and VI, 
i^c) For the maintenance of extension classes. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name and status of 
schools. 

Locality. 

Amount of 
Oo\’eninient 
grant out of the 
additional 
allotment of 
B8.55.000. 




New. 

Addi • 
tional. 

1 

2 


4 

5 


Primary Mi idle Schwls 
— concld. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

4 

Bosirliat Girls’ 

Basirhat, 24-Parganas 

(c)30 


5 

Narail Town Girls’ 

Narail, Jcssore 

(c)35 


6 

Jlienidah Girls’ 

Jhonidah, Jossorc 

(c)40 


7 

Sarada Charan Girls’ 

Siddliipasa, Jossorc 

(c)r.u 


8 

Manindra Chandra Girls’ 

Lalbagh, Mursliidaliad 

(r)38 


0 

Bum pur Girls’ 

Bumpur, Bunlwan 

(c)60 



(c) For the maintenance of extension classes. 



Per 





mensem. 





Rs. 




( 1 ) New grant 

2,028 




^ (2) Additional grant 

2,353 





4,381 

or Rs. 52,572 per year. 



Additional allotment 

55,000 



Rs. 

Restoration of cut, vide Direr- 2,424* 

*Binapani Girls’ High hlngliHh 

55 

tor of Public Instruction’s 

Brahmo Girls’ » 


50 

D.-O. No. 762, dated 

the 

Uniteti Mi8Sionar>' 


40 

11th May, 1939. 


Beltala Girls’ 


20 


B. Z. M. Boarding 


25 


52,576 

Methodist Mission 


12 


(available 
for distri- 





bution ). 



202 

• 



t. e., 

2,424 


Additional and new grant dis- 52,o72 per annum, 

tributed as per statement. 

Balance . . 


4 
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Statement II referred to in the reply to datise (6) of starred question No. 70. 


Serial 

Name and status of schools. 

Locality. 

Government 

grant. 

No. 

New. 

Addi- 

tional. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


High Englibh Schoolh. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1 

Barlow Girls' 

Malda 


60 

2 

Bmdhubashini Girls* 

Tangail (Mymensingh) 


110 

3 

A. V. Girls’ 

Munshiganj (Dacca) 


100 

4 

Apamacharan Girls* 

Chittagong 


50 

5 

Kadliasundari Girls* 

Mymonsingh 


60 

6 

Dinajpur Girls’ 

Dinajpur 


105 

7 

Donovan Girls’ 

Madaripur (Faridpur) . . 


10 

8 

V.M. Girls’ 

Bogra 


90 

9 

Sadar Girls’ 

Barisal 


100 

10 

Rongpur Girls* 

Rangpur 


114 

11 

Jalpaiguri Girls’ 

Jalpaiguri 


100 





899 


Middle English Schools. 


] 



Dacca district. 




1 

S. K. Girls* 

Manikganj 


10 

2 

Vidyamondir 

Puranpedtan, Dacca 


25 

3 

Toomulia Mission Girls* 

Toomulia, Dacca 


83 

4 

SukltabcMlipur Girls* 

Sukliabashpur, Dacca . . 


35 

6 

Jagat Chandra Girls* 

Axial, Dacca 

100 


6 

Ribor Girls’ 

Ribor, Dacca 

50 


7 

Moslctn Girls* 

Dacca 


20 
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Serial 

No. 

Name and status of schools. 


Government 

grant. 


New. 

Addi- 

tional. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Middle English Schools — 
oontd. 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Mymenaingh district. 




8 

N.N. Girls’ 

Muktagacha 

65 


9 

Joydurga Girls’ 

Shorpur 

90 


10 

Mission Girls’ 

Haluaghat 

100 


11 

P. M. Girls’ 

Kishoreganj 

50 


12 

Mission Girls’ 

Birisin 

50 


13 

Holy Family Girls’ 

Bhatikashar 

70 


14 

Girls ’ 

Kanchijhuli 

80 



Faridpur district. 




16 

Girls’ 

Palong 

75 



Backarganj district. 




16 

Swamamoyee GirU’ 

Baisari 

75 


17 

S. Banerji Girls’ 

Kaukhali 

65 


18 

Baptist Mission Girls’ 

Banssl 


30 

19 

Sasthipriya Girls’ 

Kirtipasha 

160 



Chittagong district. 

• 



20 

Kanungopara Girls’ 

Chittagong 


80 

21 

Choupcdli Girls’ 

Cboupalli 

65 





1,095 ‘ 

f 233 

f 




1.328 
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Serial 

Name and status of schools. 

2 


Government 

grant. 

No. 

1 

3 

New. 

4 

Addi 

tional. 

5 

22 

Middle English Schools— 
contd. 

Tippera district. 

Baburhat Girls’ 

Baburhat 

Rs. 

75 

Rs. 

23 

Nabinagar Girls ’ 

Nabinagar 

75 


24 

Rani Sarojini Girls’ 

Brahmanbaria 

75 


25 

Noakhali district. 

Lamellar Girls* 

Lamellar 

75 


20 

Saiidwip Urban Girls’ 

Sandwip 

75 


27 

Darjeeling district, 

Nepali Girls’ 

Darjeeling 


85 

28 

Bengali Girls’ 

Sill gun 

50 


29 

St. Joseph’s Girls’ 

Kurseong 

120 


30 

St. I’liilomrna 

Kalimpong 

100 


31 

Dinajpur district. 

N.N. Girls’ 

Farbatipur 

75 

4 

32 

Sn Sri Snnleswari Vidyamondir 

Dinajpur 

40 


33 

Girls' 

Balurghat 


23 

3i 

Girls’ 

Thttkurgoon 

100 

.. 

3.^ 

Girls’ 

Raiganj 

•• 

60 

36 

Jalpaiguri dhtri'-t. 

Kadamtala Girls’ 

Jalpai^uii . . | 

100 

* 
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Serial 

No. 

Name and status of acl.ools. 

Locality. 

Government 

grant. 

New. 

Adrii. 

tional. 




1 

2 

3 i 

4 

5 


Middle English Schools — 
conoid. 

Rangpur diet net. 


Ra. 

Ra. 

37 

Lalmanirhat Girls’ 

Lalmanirhat 

75 


38 

Kliagabaraban Girls ’ 

Kliagabaraban 

60 


39 

Maui ka Girls’ 

Belka 

50 


40 

Nilphamari Girls’ 



30 

41 

Begum Sakina Majul 



76 

42 

Pabna diatricl. 

Girls’ 

Mat da district. 

Paksey 


30 

43 

Queen Mary Girls’ 

Nawabgoni 

50 



Bogra district 




44 

Harvey Girls* 

Santahar 

30 





L275 

1 

244 

1 




1,519 


Total for all aohools — Rs. 44,9.')2 per annum. 


Babu NACENORA NATH SEN: Will tile Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to Ihe answer ^nveii at i>age 7, column 
5, “additional grant”, when was this additional grant made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I beli< ve last year. 1 
am not quite sure. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Method of applying Defence of India Rules. 

37. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(n) whether the informations on the basis of which orders under the 
* Defence of India Af t ami Rules are being served in Ilengal 
are put to any scrutiny to ensure that no innocent person 
becomes tlie victim of this Act ; and 
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(b) whether Government propose to have these orders occasionally 
examined by a Judicial Tribunal as was done in the case of 
persons detained or interned under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act.^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Yes. 

{h) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer [a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to who does this scrutiny:^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The authority pro- 
vided for in the Act. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May 1 know who is that authority v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It depends. There are 
so many orders that if the honourable member will only take the 
trouble of studying the question he will find how diliicult it is to 
answer his question. 


Women workers in factories, Bengal, 

33. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Uon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Lai our Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) in how many factories of Bengal more than 50 w’omen workers 
are ordinarily employed; 

(5) in how many of them there is arrangement for creches ; and 
(c) whether the Government under section 33 of the Factories Act, * 
1934 (25 of 1934), have made rules requiring every factory 
where more than 50 women workers are ordinarily employed 
to have a room reserved for the use of children under the 
age of six years belonging to such women? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) 160— statement 
laid on the Library table. 

(b) 18 — vide factories marked with an asterisk in the statement. 

(c) Under section 33 (2) of the Factories Act, 1934, rule 70 of the 
Bengal Factories Rules, 1935, has been framed by this Government, a 
copy of which is placed on the table. 
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Copy of Rule 70, referred to in the reply to sub-clause (c) of unstarred 
question Xo. 3S. 

70. In any factory in which more than fifty women workers are 
ordinarily employed, the Local Government may recjuire that a room 
or rooms shall, before a sjiecified date, l>e provided and reserved for the 
use of children under the a^e of six years hehmt^hig to such women, and 
such rooms shall conform to the following standards:— 

(1) they shall be of adequate size to comfortably accommodate the 

number of such children brought into the factory premises; 

(2) they shall be adequately lighted and ventilated and give effec- 

tive protection from tbe weather, and where necessary, pro- 
vided with ])unkli(is or fans; and 

(3) lavatory accommodation, washing facilities and sufficient 

supply of potable water shall be provided. 

An experienced woman supervisor shall be placed in charge of such 
rooms, and suitable arrangements shall be made for the car^ of and 
attention to the children who use them, 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers the desirabilit}^ of having creches 
in every one of the 160 factories where more than 50 women work^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is desirable, but 1 
expect that of the 50 women workers all do not feel the necessity for 
creches. 

Mr. 8fBNATH BANERJEE. Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether it is a fact that many of the factories in wliich more 
than 60 women workers work are not given creches as provided for in 
•rule 70? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is correct. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I could nyt catch the Hon’ble 
Minister’s answer. 

Mr. BREAKERS He said that it was correct. I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly rise in his seat properly when he speaks. 

Mr.* 8IBNATH BANERJEE* May I know what steps Govern- 
ment are taking to see that the violation of this rule is not allowed 
any further? 

15 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No rule has beeu 
violated. Under this rule Government may call upon all factories to 
estaldish eieclies. I have been using my efforts to induce various 
factories to establish creches and many of them have already taken up 
the matter and creches are being established. About tjiree years ago 
there was an enquiry into this question and the ladies working in the 
various mills were asked whether they were prepared to entrust their 
babies to the creches. It w^as found that in most cases they were not 
agreeable to do so and preferred to take leave in order to go out and 
meet their babies. In spite of that, however, tliese various factories 
have taken up the question of creches and they are being established 
in the mills. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he can mention one single instance where 
arrangements for creches have been made and women w^orkers did not 
avail themselves of the opportunities given? 

ThB Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; There is a creche 
established at Kankinarah and if the lionourahle member will go there, 
he will find that women workers there do not avail themselves of that 
creche to its fullest capacity. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the ilon ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Ijc made the law in connection 
with this Act after consultation with the factory authorities or not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in the creche at the Howrah Jute 
Mill, more children are being brought than can be kept there? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow a fight between Howrah and 
Kunkinarah ! (Taiughter.) 


Cattle mortality in Tangail. 

39. Maullli MASUD ALI KHAN PANNI: (a) Ts the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Veterinary 'I 
Department aware of cattle mortality prevailing in the subdivision of 
Tangail in the district of Mymensingh? » 

{h) If so, what stei)s does the Hon’hle Minister propose to take in 
the matter? 



1940 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


211 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY [on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan)]; (a) Yes. 

(b) Tlie local Veicrinniy .Vs‘<ist;un Surgeons, the staff mobilised 
from other districts and the As.si, slant Diiector, ('ivil Veterinary J)ei>ari- 
inent. Eastern llan^e, arc ])rescnt in tin* affec'ted areas, I’ombating the 
disease. The Direitor, (dvil Vetei inary l)ej)ariment, visited some of 
the disease-stricken villages and pcisoually supervised projihylactic and 
control measures. All outbreaks have prai'lically been suppressed. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Jloirble Minister be 

pleased to state how man\ jicrinanent Veterinary A^^istant Surgeons 
there are in the subdivision of Tangail? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Will the ITon’ble Minister lie 

jdeasi'd to state what are the diseaM'-stricken villages which were 
visited by the Direc'tor, Ci\il Veterinary Department.^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how long the outbreak of cattle mortality has been 
coutiuuiiig there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; It has already 
subsided. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Sir, I uouhl like to draw your 
attention to the fact that the Hon’ble Minister in (diarge of Revenue 
is answering this question and. as he is not fully informed, he is 
asking for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let him answer questions regarding cattle 
mortality. 

^r. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; ^ 
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Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Soon after 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: irft 

very soon^ ^ oq?F ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As soon as Gov 
erument received information, they ordered the Veterinary Assistani 
Surgeons to proceed there. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: z[p^ irrm 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if he tried to determine the date or mouth when the 
disease began there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The disease di<i 
not l)egin on a particular date or at a particular place, but it started 
all over the subdivision and it is very difficult to say definitely when 
and where the disease started actually. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any report received to the effect that the 
disease was prevailing in Tangail and anything mentioned there about 
the date or month? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
received a report about the outbreak of the disease in the subdivision 
without any reference to date or time of such outbreak. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Agrioultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
leave to introduce the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940. 

Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill, 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I also 
beg to move that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(2) Maulvi Md. Israil, 

(3) Mr, Mohsin Ali, 

(4) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(5) Babu Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.e., 

(6) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Kishoripati Roy, 

(8) Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, 

(9) Babu Premhari Burma, 

(10) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, and 

Sir, with your permission I want to include two more new names, 
viz. — 

(11) Mr. Ahmed Hosain, and 

(12) Maulvi Abdul I.atit Biswas, and 

(13) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by tlie 8th August, 1940, the 
number of members forming the (juorum being four. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, the rule is that the consent ot 
the members j)ropo8ed on a Select Committee is to be taken first. 

I would like to know from the Hoirble Minister whether the consent 
of the two new members proposed on the Select Committee has already 
been obtained. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is my concern, and not his. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, at this 
stage, I think I need not enter into details. The Statement of Objects 
and Reasons appended to the Bill explains the position. In point of 
fact, it is a promised measure and when the other amending Bill was 
discussed in this House in December last, there were several sugges- 
tions made that Government .should take steps to remove the wrongs 
that w*ere -perpetrated in view of the fact that some of the creditors 
hurried to courts and sold up agriculturists' holdings. Following that, 
we maJe enquiries and obtained sufficient information to put all these 
in this Bill and it is as a result of this, that this Bill has been 
introduced. 
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Sir, I do not think, I would have been justified to take this Bill 
up for consideration at once^ but I felt that the provisions required 
very careful consideration and it is from this point of view that 1 
have suggested that the Bill should go to a Select Committee for 
consideration in the first stage. 

Mf. SPEAKER: I hope, you will give the assurance that the 
number of amendments will be minimised. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, so lai 
as Government are concerned, I can give that assurance. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circulaied for the purpose ot 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th September, 1940. 

I liave no objeclion to the main jmovisions of tlie Bill, but my objec- 
tion is to the way in whicli such Bills, es]>ecially amending Bills ar€ 
being brought to this House. We do not know what (‘xactly our j)osition 
is. \\e are getting amending Bills af<(*r aimoiding Bills every year and 
on th(‘ same matter two or three Bills vxn’y year. As a matter ot 
fact, in (onnection w'ith the Bengal T(‘nane;\ (AimMidment) Act we 
have got three or four amending Bills in the course of the.se two years. 
Th«‘ result of such repeated introductions of amending Bills is this 
that th(' people in general, the pul)lii', cannot make up their minds as 
to w'hat their future W’ill be. It also reveals an utter lack of any 
jmliey on the ])art of Government. It a])])ears that the Government 
do not carefully go into the whole (piestion befoie introducing any 
amending Bill. It shows absolute lack of ])olicy on their part. As a 
matter of tact, that lack of policy wu^ have been noticing practi(‘allv 
in all cases. We have seen tluit in connection with the jute afiairs, 
in connection with the jute ordinances during the last two years, 
similarly, in the case of this Bill, in the case of the Ibuigal Tenancy 
( AnnuiduK lit) Act and .so on and so forth. Aly submission is that the 
G(»verunient sliould before taking rei'our.se to such hasty action con- 
sider what I'VjHMiditure it involves and also w’hat effect it ])roduces in 
tlie mi mbs of tlie public, in the minds of the litigants and in the minds 
of the lawyers. They do not know’ what actually their position is. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Save the lawyers for the time being. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: The matter referred to 
in this amending Bill is not a new thing. It ha.s been in existence 
since 193G, it has been in oj>eration since 1936 and Government must 
have know’ll this before the introduction of the first amending Bill of 
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this year. My whole objection is to this repeated introduction of 
these amendin”: Bills. In order to let the House know this objection, 
I have moved my motion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I rise to support the 
motion that lias lieeu moved by my friend Dr. Suresh (Miundra Ihinerjee. 
Unlike my friend 1 iiave objections to the Bill so far as the merits of 
tlie Bill are concerned. The Bill raises some very jrrave issues. In 
the first place it attempts to oust the jurisdiction of the Ilij^h (\)\irt 
wliicli the ori^iinal Act never contemplated to do, nor even the 

subseiiiient Act, I mean that first Anumdment Act inwint to do. 

Secondly, tlie Bill proposes to ^o airainst a series of the decisions of 
the Calcutta Hi^h Court pronounced by some of the most eminent 
Jnd^^es of that (^ourt. Further, it raisivs a qinvstion of retrosp(*ctive 
effect and proposi's a new section which may in its ojieration, if the 
Bill hi' pa.ss(*d into law, deprive many people of the le^al rijzhts 
enjoyed and acijuired by them in accordance with the law of the land 

that ha*' liitlu'rto ])revail('d. I will ask the House to seriously conside?’ 

th(' ellcct of onl\ two clauses of this Bill, viz., clauses 4 and 5, which 
arc after all the princi])al clau.ses of the Bill. 

Now, so far as clause 4 is concerned, it is apparent that the lli^di 
Court's power or jurisdiction of hearin«,^ appeals, or of correcting abuse 
of the ])i()visions of the Act by wa\ of revision, both these jurisdictions 
are yoing to be taken away. 

Coming" to tlie other impoitant provision of the Bill, viz., clause 
5, it will be seen that it i)ropo.s«*s to give retrospective effect to the 
provision of t)je newly propoM'd section so as to pmiali^c persons who 
in pursuance of the decisions ol the High (’ouit got their decrees 
sati.-'fied. 

Before examining thest* clause'., further. 1 would invit<* tlie 
atti'iition of the lionourahle iiiemh<Ts to another clause, namel\, suh- 
elause {'^) td' claust* '2 which jinjpo'.es tliat the words “and im ludes 
any c(uirt exenising the a[)pellate or levi.sional jurisdiction over any 
such court” should he deleted trom the newly ^enacted section ()A 
that wa.s incorporated in the original Act hy the first Amending 

Art which was passed only in the la.st sos.sion. It is a matter 

of regret that these very word.s which were proposed to ]m deleted 

bv the Opposition at the time of the consideration and 

enactment* of .sec tion fJA were not deleted then. I tabled an amend- 
ment tp delete these very words and in my absence my honourable 
friend Mr. Sautosh Kumar Ba-.u moved that amendment. He stood 
on the decision of the Spec ial Benc h of the Talc utta High Fourt — the 
decision in the ease of Narsinghdas Tanshukdas. It was pointed out 
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at the time that the effect of the words would be to oust the jurisdic- 
tion of the Hij^h Court, but it could not be ousted by a vague implica- 
tion of the kind as was imported into these words. If it was the 
intention of the Government to oust the jurisdiction of the High Court, 
they ought to have done it not by an implication but by an express 
j)r()vision in tlie Act. That was the point raised by my friend 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. Government ignored all our arguments 
then. They did not accept our amendment, but now in the second 
Amendment Bill they are proposing to do the very thing which was 
proposed by the Opposition but not accepted by them. 

As regards clause 4 which proposes to oust the jurisdiction of the 
Hig)j Court, I think, Sir, it is ultra vires. You know that under the 
old Government of India Act, 1919, this House had no power to take 
aw^ay the jurisdiction of the High Court. Of course, under the Act 
of 19d5, it has tliat power now, but that power is restricted to matters 
in the Provincial Legislative List — List II of the Seventh Schedule 
of that Act. If you look to Provincial List, item No. 2, you will 
find it clearly stated there that the jurisdiction of the High Court 
can be taken away only in respect of matters included in that list. 
But there is no item in that list that can in any way be interpreted to 
have a hearing on the subject matter of this Bill — not even item No, 27. 
This iteuj makes mention of money-lending and money-lenders, but 
so far as ])rovision 37 (n) of the Agricultural Debtors Act is con- 
cerned — 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not clear why this House has no power to 
alter the jurisdiction of the High Court. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Kindly see item 2 of 
the Provincial List. 

My point is that in this Bill there are matters not imduded in the 
Provincial List, i.e., List No. II in respect of which the jurisdiction 
of the Higli Court is being taken away. Clauses 4 and 5 of this BilT 
affect the Civil Procedure (\)de, and it must be ultra nres, if you 
want to interfere with the Civil Procedure Code. If by these provi- 
sions the Government mean to deny or nullify rights accruing under 
the provisions of the. Civil Procedure Code, then they come under the 
Concurrent List, and in that case we cannot effectively legislate 
without the sanction of the Governor-General. To validate the pro- 
visions of this Bill this Government will have to take the sanction of 
the Governor-General. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Cnder what section? •* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Cnder section 107, I 
believe. 
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Mfi SPEAKER: There is nothing- in section 107 to this effect. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I nm sorry T have not 
got the Act with me hut tlie provision must he somewhere tlicre. So 
far as tlie Civil ProctMlure Code is concerned, it is an all-India Act. 
You may rememher, Sir, the Biliar case. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bihar case was decided on the ground that 
under section 10< it recjuired the sanction ol the (iovernor-General 
later on— after it was jiassed, and not previous sanction. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 do not mean tliat 
previous sanction is necessary in this case. All I say is that it will 
have to he validated hy subsequent sanction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite so. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Therefore, Sir, my 
point stands established that this Bill raises a very great constitutional 
issue as well, 

Xow, Sir, so far as clause* 5, i.e., the proposed K<‘ction *17 A is con- 
cerned, ^oing into the merits of that clause, I find that it att«‘mpts to 
undo the effects of all the decisions of the* lligl) ('ourt made* since the* 
jiassage of the original Act in 19*17). The llon’hle Mr. Mullick has 
.said that new informations have come to light which have led him 
to })i()p()se such a provision. But what all th(‘se informations are, 
have not been disclosed to ns. The informations should have h<*cn 
disclosed at least to justify a second amending Bill on the* lines 
proposed, lie has not cared to }>lace heh»re this llousc* any of the 
informations that he says he has lu*en able to secure But whutc'ver 
•tho.se informations may or may not he, section -17A is designed just 
to undo the decisions given in a scries of cases hy the High (’ourt. 
The first case to which I would refer is the case of .Tagahandhu Shaha 
reported in 41 f’.AV X. In that case, Sir, the Hoir})lp the Chief 
Justice and Mr. Justice Mnkljerjee came to the* conclusion that in 
order tliat notice under section -14 of the Bengal*Agriculf ural Debtor.s 
Act may he given there must be a debt in res]>ect of which some pro- 
ceeding is pending in a civil court. Let me (jiiote the bead note of 
that decision: “Where in execution of a decree a decree-holder 
purchases, the property of the judgment-debtoi and the sale is con- 
firmed under Order 21, Hnle 92 of the Civil Procedure (’ode, tlie 
decree is .satisfied to the extent of the purc hase money. Therefore the 
proceeding for delivery of possession of such property started by th^ 
decree-holder is not a proceeding in respect of a debt and consequently 
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the court cannot stay such |)rooee(Iin<;s on a notice under section 34 
of the Ben;;al A^'^ricultural J)ebt‘)rs Act.” Section 37A means that 
debts dead and ^»‘one may be revived. 

Sir, the next decision that it will upset is the decision in the case 
of Nrisini^-ha Chandra Nandi Chowdhury reported, a^^uin, 41 C.W.N. 
In conncciion with that case the actiii*^* Chief Justice, Mr. Justice 
Costello said : “What ap]iarently ha})])ened was that the debtor as 
a last and desperate effort to avoid i)ayinK his just debt wliich he had 
been ordered to pay by a decree of the ilio-h ('om t rushed off to a Board 
set up under tlie Ben”‘al Agricultural Debtors Ac“t and upon the mere 
asscTtion that he was a debtor nianau’cd to induce the Board to send 
a notice which but for the fact that the purchaser at the sale hapjiened 
to be a decree-holder with permission to set off the debt ao-ainst the 
I)urcliase ])rice would have enabled t)ie debtor to secure tin* Inddinu' 
up of all lli{‘ fU'oceedin^s in execution until it i)leased the A<i“ricultural 
Debt Setthunent Board to decide wheth(*r or not tlie jud< 4 'nien 1 -debtor 
was a ‘del)tor’ within the nieanin<i- of tlie Act. It is almost by juire 
accident or rather by fortuitous conjunction of circumstaiu’es tliat we 
are in this case abb* t<» say that there was no d(d»t, i e.. after tin: sale 
and seitinj^- off of the pundtase money airainst the de1)t. So the 
Muiisiff was wron^- in staying- the j)roceedinf:s.” Then liis I>()rdship 
j)roc(‘('d(‘d to say “I think, this ca.se ouyht to b(‘ a warnin”* of the kind 
of tilings whi(di may hai)p(‘n in the future and indicates liow tlje 
Agricultural Debtors Act may be taken advanta‘>e of by dishonest 
debtors with the object of defeatin^r or delayinj? tlie just claims of the 
decree-holders — creditors.” There were many other decisions, Sir, 
followiiijr these judgments. 

All siudi jud.ninents which pronounced that sales extin^-uislied 
debts and under the Beiifii'al Agricultural Debtors Act nothing could 
be legally done after court sales this new section jiroposes to undo and 
the very salutary warnings that were g-iven by the High Court have^ 
not only been ignored but in the face of those warnings the Govern- 
ment ])rop().se to enact this Bill with retrospective effect. I think, 
then' fore, Sir, wlien such grave issues are being rai.sed, when decisions 
of tilt' Calcutta High Court are going to be undone, when even the 
jurisdiction of tlie High Court is going to be ousted not only in matters 
of a])peal but also in matters of revision, such an important Bill 
should be circulated for the juirpose of eliciting public opinion and 
therefore I support the amendment that has been moved by my 
honourable friend Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the amendment for circula- 
tion and support the amendment for reference to Select Committee, 
and I should like to explain to the House why I do so. Probably there 
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ar6 members liere wlio have heard that we are not in favour of retros- 
pective eftect heintr j^iveii to a Bill but in view of wliat the lloirble 
Minister Ha\s in the Statement of Objects and Reasons we think it is 
possible that somethin^r may l>p done and that some exploration sliould 
be done in the form of this Bill. The Ilon’ble Mitiisler sa\s that 
the main object of this Bill is to provide the machinery for restoration 
of such holding’s to as many aa })ossible of their former possessors 
subject to payment of pioper (‘ompeiisation to the ilecret‘-lnd<ler. 
That I think wants (*x])loration and iherefort* I am in favour of the 
Bill being referred to a Select Committee. 


Mr, 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASUs Sir, when I read the provi- 

sio],^ of ( Inline 2 of tlii" Bill T rubbed ni\ (‘\t\s and uant('d to find out 
wlictlicr tiiiv Bill had Ikhmi sj>onsor(‘d by (he saun* lion bh' Minister 
who took up such a high and miylity attitude on iln* last occasion on 
till' door of this Ifoux' in connexion with an amendment \^hi(dl I had 
tlie linnoui’ to bi’iim f(u*ward on bidmlf of my (‘steemed and liommrable 
friend, Rai flarendra Nath (’liaudhuri. On that occasion, Sir, it f(dl 
to niy lot to ])oint (Uit to (he Iburb!t‘ ^linistcr that what In' was d()ing 
was jirobably idtni rirrs, was j)nd»ably L!<»ing connl(‘r to a long series 
oi decisions of the Ilon'ble High Oourt with regard to this matter and 
I thought that I was successful in persuading the lion 'hie Minister 
to T’cconsider his petition and at h'ast to take a flay for the purpose 
ot considering- whether these sug-iiesti<»ns vvliifdi had been put loi’ward 
hy me on ladialf of my lionouiable friend Hai llan'iidra Nath t'liau- 
(Ihuri deserved a little c’onsiderat ion at his hands But the llon'bh* 
Minister look up the attitude that whatc'ver had ccune out oi the 
ministerial anhives must ]»e sacrosanct, lie took up the position 
that not even a day’s consultation or consideration was ni'cessary 
and everything was all right, •»(> that this House was called 

upon to put its imjirimatur upon the Bill as it then stood and it w'as 

• jiassed in a flush (jf enthu^ia^in and mini-^teriul gloi’\ . To-day, Sir, 
we find that the llon'idi' Ministm’ has conn* forwai’d linving accepted 
the self-same suggestion without oi course a w'otd of ar knowledgment 
to tin* ojiposition in his oj)ening s]M*e( h. "J hat of course is on a par 
with the attitude of my honourable frionds on the Ministerial Berndjes 
with regard to the sugg’e.stions proceeding from tlfis side of the House. 
My esteemed friend, Rai Harendra Nath rhuiidhuri, has in his sjieech 
dealt with the entire baekgnmnd of thi.s amending Bill wliicdi is now' 
pre.sented before ihis House ami I do not de.sire to take uji tlie time 
of the iluuse unnecessarily in going into detail about this matter. I 
aui fullv at one with him when he points out that it will be an inroad 

upon the juri.sdiction of tbe High (’ourt and it w'ill be extremely unwise 

on our jiart to agree to it on this rweasion without calling for an 
expres.sion of public opinion on this point througlioiit thi.s province. 
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I understand, Sir, the anxiety of the Hon’ble Minister to bring 
matters which are now pending before the High Court and which are 
the subject matter of this Bill on a par w'ith those which are pending 
in the subordinate courts. There is that anxiety on his part. The 
mere fact that a matter is pending before the High Court, which might 
be a subject matter of deliberation before a Debt Settlement Board, 
(mght not to put it beyond the purview of this particular Act. That 
of course is understandable. At the same time, Sir, this is such a 
sudden departure and a violent departure from existing practice and 
existing law — and it will upset the calculations of litigants who have 
entered the ])ortals of the High Court seeking for justice without the 
slightest previous notice — that it does reiiuire an amount of considera- 
tion at the hands of the public which the Hon’ble Minister wnll do 
w'ell to allow on the amendment w’hich is now before the House. 

Sir, it is said that knowledge dawns late, but w’isdom lingers, and 
I hoj)e a little bit of w’isdom will now’ linger in the Hon’ble Mini.ster. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Knowledge is often forgotten. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Y(*s, but wisdom has got a better 
rej)utatiou, and it lingers. As in the meantime, the Hon’ble Minister 
lias succeeded in gatliering some wisdom from his experience in the 
last session w’itli regard to this Bill, and in view’ of the attitude that 
he has now taken up accepting every little detail of our suggestions 
and embodying them in a ])ortion of this amending Bill, 1 hope he 
w’ill also be persuaded to accept the suggestion put forward in his 
amendment by Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee and which has been 
supported with such cogent reasons by my friend Rai Ilarendra Nath 
Chaudhuri. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA; Sir, I opjiose the amendment 
moved by Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, and I do not know’. Sir,® 
whether the two gentlemen who have preceded me have spoken on 
behalf of this side of the Hou.se. I support the motion moved by the 
Hon’ble Mini.ster for reference to the Select (k)mmittee. It has been 
said. Sir, that it is an encroachment upon the jurisdiction of the 
Hon’ble High Court!' It is not so. It has been held by the Hon’ble 
High Court that the Board is not a Court, and the High Court has no 
jurisdi(‘tion over the Boards. It has been held that the members of 
the Board are not members of the Court, and that the Board is not a 
Court. The Board is a Board for determining the relationship between 
the creditor and the debtor, and it has not got the functions of the 
Court. It is well known that the whole thing is dependant upon 
compromise. If there is a compromise then the order of the Board can 
be effective. If there be no compromise the order of the Board cannot 
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be effective. Under clause 19 of the Agricultural Debtors Act it lias 
been laid down that if the debtors and the creditors agree, then the 
decision will be binding upon the creditors and the debtors. If GO per 
cent, of the debtors and creditors agree, then the decision will be bind- 
ing upon the remaining 40 i>er cent, of debtors and creditors. So, Sir, 
clause 4 has made no encroachment upon the jurisdiction of the lloirble 
High Court. 

Then, with regard to the new section that is sought to be ins<Ttcd. 
that is section *17 A, it is a consistent demand, and those who jinudise 
in the mufassil Courts are fully aware of the fact that ufttT the year 
1936, many decrees have been put into execution and properties have 
been sold and the Civil Courts were under the impression then that in 
spite of the notice, they have got the juri.sdiction to think of the pro- 
priety or impropriety of the sale, and many sales have been held ufttT 
the notice issued under section 34 of the Agrhultural Debtors A»‘t. 
It is a well-known fact that the gentlemen who jiractise in the lligi' 
Court are not aware of the fact that many sales have been held after 
the notice issued under section 34 of the Agricultural Debtors A(’f. 
So, it is a consistent demand of all people in the mufassil that such a 
clause should be inserted in the Bill, and in view of this consist<‘nt 
demand I think the Government is to be congratulated on having 
brought forward this Bill. 

With these few words. Sir, I oppose the amendment that has l)een 
moved by my friend, Dr. Suresh (’handra Banerjee. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, on behalf of my party, 1 support the 
motion of the IDm’ble Minister for reference of this Bill tr> the S<dect 
Committee, and oppose the motion of Dr. Banerjee for cir<*ulati(»n. 
It was the insistent demand ot the Krishak Proja Party from I In* very 
beginning of the formation of the new Ministry that smh a clause 
^should be inserted in the Agri<*ultural Debtors Act. I'hough there was 
a persistent demand, and though there had been a number of (juestions 
from this side of the House to that effect, the llon’ble Minister did 
not pay any heed to it so long. But a{> the election is coming nearer 
and nearer, the llon’ble Minister has seen the difhculty and he hu.s now 
inserted the clause. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: So, 3 'ou are supporting him in his* election; 
(Laughter.) 

MK. SHAHEDALI. This should have been done long ago. 
However, I am glad that good sense has prevailed upon him. On 
behalf of our party, I wholly support this motion. 
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%rijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

MfitHK (Tf tf^ (TT^C^ ^ I 

C^tTPT? Debt-Settlement Board 

I f% \5TC^ C^Ft^ vi]^* 

^t?r f%, c^bl Q ii]4i?i l^vj^ ^'^¥1 ^fb\ii 

I (TT ^ I C^ (TT^STR^ C^ tfWt^ 

(TO M-lctii 'Q ^3 

C^tC¥C^ I ^ ^ fet^ OT 3 \5tg;^^ ^5 TOTn3 

I csn ^ (71 7r?R cgTf^ c=^$ (Tr?t^ 

^ I 

^ifr ci]^ 5[»9tr# (71 

^ ^ (Tt c^ t ^o i 

tfsn ^ ^ ^$tOT ^ (7T 5rF»f7 \5tr«n ^»fi i f%^ (7i 

(Ttr^ — ^fip'ltccr ^5rf3it^ ^ cot ^ 

cn^ ^ ftf ^ (OT ^tOT ^'=il^b' 

%5n (7T^ W (71t& 'srft Public Demand Recovery Act C^lOT^ I 

(71^ COC\ ^ '^(tSRl (Tf’^OT 800\ f% OTr*n (7f'3^ 

^Ttsrf^ f%2R C^tOTCW I "J#! %*P^ C^f| I 

(7T (TIPFTS fOT%rt^ (7T ^C^i I 

c5Rt>t> '^i5*i (OT ^ i ^ 

^ (TlOT C«R^ (TlN'^fl C'<Ft^CO'f (71, — ^fsl^ 

’Brf^ (71 (TlsstC^ f%#t^ (TTt^ ^ C^ ’SFfe'fsl'^ fiOT ^ 

C^5t(751, C^ C^ (71 ^ 

c&rc^rc^, C5tc\!;i i (Titc^ ^?f(7r ^iiot cot 

COTH I ^ C^tC^ — (7PR agriculturist Iot^ ^ 

(yrm (XR^ — ^ ^ ^ 

(71 c^-^ltd?l '®rfc^, ^Ttf% RfSc'fl 

fOT ^3tOT ?r^Tpr?l ^ CVR^ 'STtOT C^Ci; ^ 

^$tCW3 ^fer?! RiTP (Tf^ (71 >ftf^ ^51tc^(7lt 

^ ^HTKOTF ^*=1 ^f^?l ^1 (A Member or the Coalition 

Party: C^^l ?) ^ ^- 

fip^TflOT C’R^ (?TTgf| I c^RP5 — ^ ^(^C'sif^F ^5R*f? 

^ TtPl ^ (S*4ltr?, viRo COT^ fOT^ f^^cCiTl ^ I 

^ ‘5tlt^ ^SRTni ^ *fTt%27 (TOT ^$TOT COT "ttf^ ^3 
c^R^ ^inn I (ttRc^ ^stpot^ ^1? (tts^ i vn^* ^sirf^ 
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(Tit ^ \5t?i jR'c^ wft 

(Tit 5Tmi ^^fir ^ tr^ Ttoi <tnr ^Vs ^ 

^ wr*fl f% 5f^C‘l1 ^^(TTS (R'lTOS 

^ ^ Debt Settlement Board 

^ ^ (R ’^cf ^ ?nr^R 

^ f% ^ tfCill^l (71 C^tTS ^ ::rSt- 

c^f| I 

MTi ABDULLA'AL MAHMOODs Sir, I be^ to ojipose the iitotioii 
moved by my friend Dr. Baiierjei*. I do not find any valuable nuK^es- 
tions made by him for sending the Bill again lor eliciting public 
opinion. 

As for the arguments that have been advanced by Mr. Cliaudliun 
and Mr. Basu, tliey themselves Jiave admitted that tlie suggestions 
that were made in the last session of the A.>senib]y with regard to the 
amendment of the Agricultural Debtors Bill have not been acci-ptcd 
in regard to certain provisions of the Bill, but now the Jlon’ble 
^Minister is coming with the same provisions iman'iioralcd in the Jlill. 

1 do not see any reason why the suggestions not uccejited in the last 
session cannot be incorporated this time and in this session. J do not 
also find any reason why a jirojierty which has been sold and about 
which the Ilon’ble High Court dia'ided otherwise cannot In* restored 
to the debtors for the fact that the law though in existence eoiiid not 
be applied for certain facts. The object, a>> has been stated for bring- 
ing this Amendment Bill in this session, is that the first Agriiai It ural 
Debtors Bill wuis introduced, passed and jiublislied some film* in 
So far as I remember it was published after the (if)v«‘rnor’.s assent on 
the 9th A]»ril, 19‘Uj. The then Government failed to establish debt 
n^jetth'inent boards all over Bengal. So, the debtors had no oj)portunity 
to go to these debt settlement boards and ask for stay orders from the 
boards and for staying the execution jiroceedings. As a result of that 
what happened? The zealous creditors got execution of their de(?rees 
and put the properties of the wretched debtors to sale. Now’, Sir, 
something must be done in this resjiect. Some rtflief should be given 
to those persons who were deprived of having the benefit of the Act 
which was then in existence, as Government failed to establi^ih flebt 
settlement boards all over the province. So, it W’as not the fault of the 
debtors; tjie law was then in existence but the debtors could not get 
tl\g benefit of the Act, because of the fact that Government did or could 
not est^blisli debt settlement boards all over Bengal. So, Sir, some- 
thing should be done in this direction and I think the provisions of 
the present Amendment Bill are more than justifiable. I do not find 



224 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[25th Jitlt. 


that there is any reason for sending the Bill back for eliciting public 
opinion which will only be deferring the matter and will put the 
debtors into further troubles. 

(Mr. Sibnath Banerjee rose to speak.) 

Mfi SPEAKER: I do not think any more speech is necessary,, 
because the matter has been sufficiently debated. 

Mr, SIBNATH BANERJEE: But this is a very important Bill, 
Sir. It is said that the Peshkar gets only Ks. 10 a month, and other 
things like that happen. 

Mti SPEAKER: But we have a more important Bill to discuss, 
namely, the Co-operative Societies Bill. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, will you kindly allow Mr. 
Banerjee to speak for just two minutes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
making these observations with the sole purpose of saving the time ot 
the House (Laughter), because I feel that if these observations are 
not made, the result will be that you will have a Bill similar to the 
Co-operative Bill to which there are as many as 400 amendments which 
you will have to discuss, for days together. So, in order to save the 
time of the House, and of the Hon’ble Minister, I am making these 
observations. 

Sir, the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act is not altogether bad; 
there are some good points in it. But the good i)oints are practically 
off-set by the bad points. Eir.st of all, the cases instituted in those 
boards in 1938 are still pending. The Iloirble Minister is shaking his 
head, but if he will come along with me to a board he will he con^ 
viiiced and find the necessity for speeding up the cases. Meetings are 
not held for want of quorum because the members are not interested 
unless some friend of theirs is interested and makes them interested 
enough to attend the meetings. Therefore, about 20 to 25 per cent, of 
the meetings fail for want of quorum. Something has got to be done 
in this direction — either by giving them rewards or by punishing 
them. Anyway, the peasants come from far off places to attend the 
board’s meetings, but the members do not come with the result that 
the peasants have to suffer. That is an intolerable situation. 

Then again there must be some stringent limit. Landlo|^8 and 
xemindars pass off as peasants and get relief by means of these debt 
settlement boards. This is a thing which is very well known to this 
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aopvs^ of such things. That is why I ..y, Sir. that there ehenld be 
soma limit, ao that such things may not happen. 

Then about the boards themselves. I hear that the Peshkar gets 
Rs. 10 a month, and he has to handle a big bundle so high as 100 to 
fiOO^pending cases together, and the poor fellow has to supply informa- 
tion to the illiterate peasants and his life is made hell. Therefore, Sir, 
from this and other points of view, with which the Hon’ble Minister 
for Labour will, I hope, agree, that Es. 10 a month is not a lair and 
living wage, and to expect a Peshkar to work on Rs. 10 is rather 
absurd. 

Sir, I do not want to speak on any other point. I know, Sir, 
whether I support circulation or not Government are going to coiry 
their motion. Therefore, Sir, I make these observations though the 
circulation motion is going to be defeated and the Hon'ble Minister is 
going to have his way, but after he gejts his way^ let him consider these 
points. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKi Sir, in view 
of the reasons given by my friends Messrs. Morgan end Dutta^ I do 
not think that there is anything more for mo to say, so far as the 
motion of my friend Dr. Banerjee is concerned. But I am still sorry. 
Sir, that my friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu should have made a point 
of grievance when he said that it was his motion which w© discussed 
on the 12th March when the Bill came back from the liCgislative Council 
and that we did not see our way to accept it. I can only assure him 
that we have not changed our position in the least. I explained to 
this House why this definition of ‘ViviJ court,” in this legislative 
measure was necessary. 

Now, Sir, if we read sub-clause (2) of clause 2 along with clause 4 
of the Bill, this will make the position clear that while we do not 
^ntend to affect the jurisdiction of the High Court, we desire that in 
order that the cases before the Board might be effectively settled, the 
cases that may be pending before the High Court with regard to these 
applicants may be stayed for the time being. Now, the amendment 
that we have in clause 4 has been at the instance of the High Court 
itself. Therefore, Sir, the position that I maintained on that occasion 
18 not at all changed now; but we have only elucidated the point as to 
what we really mean to do with regard to such cases. 

With regard to clause 6, my friends, Mr. Morgan and Mr. Abdulla- 
A2 Mahmbod, have given the answer. In point of fact, there was an 
insistent demand upon Government at each of the budget discussions 
ti|at we* had since 1938 onwards about this and following that demand, 

I gave an assurance to my friends of the Coalition Party-*epecially to 
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Maulvi Muhammad Israil and Maulvi Abdur %azzak — during diactis- 
sion on the floor of the House that I would consider the position And 
examine the facts that majr be made available on an examination of 
the situation by the Collectors and to see whether or not we would be 
justified to remove the wrongs that have already been there while 
these debtors have been sold out following the course of action that 
was taken by the creditors in a hurried manner. Sir, this clause 5 is 
the result of that investigation and ns Mr. Morgan pointed out, it only 
seeks to set up the machinery by which these debts can be effectively 
settled. While therefore the decree-holders would be getting a proper 
compensation, the debtors who were hurriedly sold out would be getting 
back their holdings. So there is no question of injustice nor there is 
anything in this Bill which seeks to oust the jurisdiction of the High 
Court in any way. Therefore, I submit that the points that have been 
mentioned have got no substance whatsoever. 

Now, with regard to the point raised by Dr. Suresh Chandra 
Banerjee, I may point out that so far as this Bill is concerned, there 
has been no lack of policy and we have been ver^’ consistent throughout. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may just point out one thing. In clause 4, the 
word “shall” has been used — “No person shall prefer to the High 
Court in Calcutta any appeal or application”. Is it a penal clause? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: If any appeal 
is pending that appeal shall be stayed. It is also in the nature of a 
penalty. 

The motion of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee that the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th September, 1940, 
was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wdll now put the main motion of Mr. Mullick. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Sir, may I know how many 
names there are now on the proposed Select Committee? 


Mr. SPEAKER; 13. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The position that was intimat- 
ed to us was that the total number of members on the Select Committee 
would be 11 and accordingly we made our nominations. Now,* if there 
has been tio increase of two members . 
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/ ’ill-. $PEAKER: that is for you to decide. 

TIM Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BAHARY MULLICK; Sir, with 
yoitf permission, I would like to add the name of Mr. Atul Chandra 
Kumar. 

The motion of the lion ’hie Mr. Mukiinda Behary Mullick tliat the 
Bengnl Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1940, be 
referred to a Select Comm it lee consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(2) Maulvi Md. Israil, 

(•1) Mr. Mohsin Ali, 

(4) Mr. Jogat Chandra Mandal, 

(5) Babu Tarak Nath Mukherjen, M.n.E., 

(6) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Kishoripati Roy, 

(8) Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, 

(9) Babu Prcinhari Banna, 

(10) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(11) Mr. Ahmed Hosain, 

(12) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(Id) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, and 
(14) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their n-port by the Hth August, 1940, the 
^number of membei's fonning the quorum being four, was then put and 
agreed to. 


The Bengal Co-operative Sooietiee Bill, 193B. 

Clause 44. 

Mr, SPEAKER: What about Dr. SanyaPs amendment No. 71 with 
regard to clause 44? 


Tha.Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, with 
regard to that amendment, I think, we may be in a position to accept 
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a portion of it, if not the whole of it, and we are goings to hare our own 
draft on that. I find, we can accept only the first and the third parts 
of Dr. Sanyal’s amendment. The draft will read thus: — 

“When a member of a co-operative society, which includes among 
its objects the advance of loan to its members, intends to 
apply for a loan from any person other than the society, 
such member shall send to the society a notice stating — 

(a) his intention to apply for such a loan, and 

(5) the amount of the loan for which he intends to apply.” 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Only the name of the creditor is 
not there. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: It is perfectly all right, Mr. Mullick, you may 
now move it. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 

to move that the existing clause 44 be renumbered as sub-clause (J) 
of that clause and the following new sub-clause be added thereafter, 
namely : — 

“(i?) When a member of a co-operative society, which includes 
among its objects the advance of loans to its members, 
intends to apply for a loan from any person other than the 
society, such member shall send to the society a notice 
stating — 

(a) his intention to apply for such a loan, and 

(6) the amount of the loan for which he intends to apply.” 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, are you withdrawing your motion? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I was inclined to withdraw my 
motion, but after having heard the explanation, I rather feel that my 
draft has not been improved upon. The whole purpose of this draft 
was to enable the members of the co-operative society concerned other 
than the intending borrower to find ant if they could by some persuasive 
method either induce the person to give up the idea of the loan or have 
the loan advanced from the society itself or bring abmrt any reduction 
in the usurious conditions, that may be proposed. Ail that wii! not 
be possible if my draft is not accepted. 

Mr. iPEAKCI?: I think, this will be enough for the time being. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir, if you so advise I 
am ready to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the existing clause 44 be 
renumbered as sub-clause (1) of clause 44 and thereafter the following 
sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(^) Further, when a member of a co-operative society intends to 
to take a loan fn)m any outside creditor, he shall notify 
such intention to the society of which he is a member stating 
the name and address of the proposed creditor and the 
amount of loan applied for,'’ 

was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, namely, 
that the existing clause 44 he renumbered as sub-clause {1) of that 
clause and the following new sub-clause be added thereafter, namely : — 

'*(2) When a member of a co-operative society, which includes 
among its objects the advance of loons to its members, 
intends to apply for a loan from any person otlier than the 
society, such member shall send to the society a notice 
stating — 

(fi) his intention to apply for such a loan, and 

(b) the amount of the loan for which he intends to apply, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 44, as amended, stand j)art of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER! What is the position of clause 47? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: With regard 
to clause 47, we may be in a position to accept the first of the amend- 
ments w’here the amendment seeks to omit the word “prior”. Will 
you kindly give me some time to examine it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you desire to accept the amendment, it is 
better that you should examine the whole thing. 

There are some amendments of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas on this 
clause . 

The HoiPbla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Those amend- 
ments are rather of a substantial character, and require a careful 
examination. 
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Clause 52. 

Dre NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I l>eg to move that after clause 
52 (c) the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

‘'(cc) witli any scheduled bank, subject to such conditions as may 
be prescribed;*’ 

I also beg to move that for sub-clause {d) of clause 52 the following 
sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(f/) in advances to members or dejmsitors in accordance with rules 
prescribed.” 

Clause 52 deals with the (luestion of investment of funds, and as such 
it is one of the most important clauses of the Bill. It defines the 
circumstances under which and the limitation within which the funds 
of a (;o-oi)erative society may be invested or deposite'd. It is statt'd that 
the funds should be de])Osited or invested in the (Jovernment Savings 
Bank or in any of the securities specified in section 20 of the Indian 
Trusts Act, 1882, or with the sanction of tlie Begistrar in the shares or 
delxMitures or in the security of any other co-operative society with 
limited liability, and in any other manner prescribed. Sub-clause (d) 
thus gives an omnibus power in the hands of the Government to prescribe 
the other manners by which investments may be permitted. I submit 
that we should not leave this very important matter to Government to 
1)0 provided under their rules. We must give an indication of the 
circumstances under which alone investments may be made and the 
conditions wdiich must be satisfied before an investment can be 
])ermi(ied; and therefore I have sought to add tVTo other sub-clauses, 
one relating to the permission to deposit or invest funds with any 
scheduled bank subject to such condition as the Registrar may impose.^ 
I give the power to the Registrar to lay down conditions under which 
funds may be invested with a scheduled bank. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Don’t you think that your amendment No. 79 
might be dangerous!^ No. 78 is all right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am just coming to that. I have 
also felt that there should be some provision for advances to members 
which is not mentioned an>"where. If the funds of a co-operative 
society are not permitted to be used by way of an advance to mcmbei%, 
I do not know what the purpose of the co-operative society ma^ be* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause 89 lays down certain restrictions on lending. 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far as the investment of funds is 
concerned, that is a general clause. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Supposing you give the power of investment to the 
society and you do not limit the amount, will not that be dangerous P 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit that those who know some- 
thing about banking will bear me out that lending and investment are 
two terms interchangeable. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: No. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Then why not leave 39 as it isP 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My friend Mr. Fazlur Rahman 
says “No’\ He is a student of economics. May I draw his attention 
to a very small book of Economies — an elementary treatise which must 
have been read by him (Withtus’ Meaning of Money) in whi(‘h th(‘re is 
an important section on Loans and Deposits? It is very clearly 
explained tliere that between loan and investment there is hardly any 
difference, and loans make deposits and vice versa. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will my friend see section 39— 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: vSection 39 and section 52 are not 
the same. I do not say that. I submit that if 52 is a section govern- 
ing investment of funds it relates to all funds. It must also be 
comprehensive enough to include loans. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: After all 52 will be governed by 39 also. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Quite so. If 52 does not provide for 
the facilities, 39 will not come at all. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: If your amendment is not carried, the co-operative 
society will not be able to give loan to a member? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I don’t think so. Within the law 
it will not be permissible. Section 39 does not give any mandatory 
power. It is a negative section. It says, *‘a co-operative society shall 
not mdce loans, etc. It only makes a negative provision as to the 
circumstances under which they shall not make loans. It does not say 
that the co-operative society may advance money to so and so. It is 
only 52 that gives that power.” 
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Mr. SPEAKER! Will you rfead (6), tjz., a co-operative society shall 
not make loans to a member in excess? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! There is nothing positive there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Shall not give in excess means shall give but not in 
excess. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But there is no provision in law. 
It must be permissible by some other section. You are an acute lawyer 
which I am not. If there is a specific provision in the legislation 
directing specifically as to how you are going to utilise your funds, that 
specific provision must have precedence over any presumption or any 
conclusion that you may draw from another section where you will 
have to draw a conclusion from a negative proposition. Even then if 
that is the position I do not see any difficulty in accepting my proposi- 
tion. If there is no harm in providing for advances to members and to 
depositors why not have it here also? Because a repetition of this 
provision will not in any way take away from it the spirit of the Act 
itself. Where you have a limitation about funds not being invested, 
why not put the possibility of investing also with members and 
depositors? I would not like to leave the entire matter 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I think it may be left to rule-making powers 
and in that view I think your amendment No. 79 need not be pressed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Well, in that case I shall have to 
leave the entire matter to be decided by rules or in any other manner 
prescribed. Government would have to be given that omnibus power, 
because I am definite that this difficulty will arise and then Government 
will have to say that they will make provision in the rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you say, Dr. Sanyal, that your intention is that 
a loan means advance, then do you mean to say that Government will 
say that no loan should be given to a member? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will not say that. My primary 
intention is this — I do not want to leave the matter entirely to be 
prescribed by rules. Therefore I must be specific. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not even the power that a society may grant loan 
to a member? . 

a 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL i That is the reason why I have to 

provide for thaL If I did not provide for this minimum then thai'ilao 
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would be barred out. Otherwise Government would take power by 
virtue of the rules framed under sub-section (d). My primary intention 
is to take away this rule-making power, namely, as provided in sub- 
section (d). 

Mfi SPEAKER: That I understand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir, and in order to 
take that away I had felt that if I did not leave this power of advancing 
to members and depositors then it would be very anomalous. There- 
fore I had to provide for that as per my amendment No. 79. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite understand your point. As I see it if I 
were to interpret it, I will say that apart from section 52, section is 
clear enough that a co-operative society can give loans without any 
Government rules. So there is no necessity for a Government rule to 
enable a co-operative society to grant a loan. There is absolutely no 
doubt about it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, the courts may hold a 
different opinion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to take a bet on it that they 
won’t. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, let us not go on betting here 
also (laughter). To me, Sir, it seems that the rules must i)rovide for 
this. Anyway if the Hon’ble Minister gives an exi>lanation that it 
does cover the object I have in view, then I would only simply say that 
(d) be deleted, and not press the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want that to be deleted, then would it not be 
inconsistent with your own position, namely, that the co-operative 
movement should embrace a much larger scope. If that is so, if you 
shut for all possible time only Savings Banks and^ Security Banks, you 
really go against your own view. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is exactly why I wanted to 
limit the nature of investment knowing as we do through experience the 
manner in which funds of one society have been invested in another 
society* which is in a moribund condition and knowing also bow the 
funds of societies have been locked up in investments which are now 
unrealizable, also knowing how the fundi that are so invested are shown 
horn year to year in the audited balance-sheet to show a larger asset of 
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a society so that the audit fees a higher scale may be realized — know- 
ing all this our practical experience compels us to move this limitation 
on the powers of the Registrar. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
following proviso be added to clause 52, namely : — 

“Provided that wdiere, with the sanction of the Registrar, a 
co-operative society invests or deposits its funds in any other 
co-operative society with limited liability, it shall be 
obligatory on the Registrar to inform the persons subordinate 
to him or acting under his authority who are in adminis- 
trative charge of these societies of such transactions and to 
send copies of such information to persons appointed to 
assist him in the area or areas concerned for verification at 
the time of audit.^^ 

Sir, it is common knowledge that the history of co-operative move- 
ment is ])lackened by a series of defalcations wliich have resulted mainly 
from perfunctory or very careless audit, and the inter-lending between 
societies with the sanction of the Registrar has been a very fruitful 
source of these defalcations. As a safeguard against future defalca- 
tions, I propose this amendment and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will 
see his way to accept this very useful amendment. 

Mr. SIB NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
52(c). line (1), the words “with the sanction of the Registrar’^ be 
omitted. 

Sir, the word “Registrar” in the co-operative movement has become 
a bugbear, especially after the provisions that were jjassed yesterday. 
Even the European members, members representing big business and 
high finance, they were scared so much by the provisions of that clause^ 
that they come to our lobby. Sir, it does not matter who the Registrar 
will be, but for the Registrar to have so much power will not be bene- 
ficial to the co-operative movement. Therefore I want this clause to 
be omitted. Tliis is^however a negative aspect and I want to press a 
positive aspect. One point that I have been emphasising is that the 
money available in the co-operative movement should be invested in 
the productive societies, that is, limited liability societies and for that 
there should be no restriction whatsoever. Even the intervention of 
the Registrar should not be necessary. Whenever there is a limited 
liability society of a productive nature, the members of any society wfio 
have got some suridus money should be free to invest in that society. 
Correspondence with the Registrar might cause delay and also favourit- 
ism and other* vices of which any human being may be guilty might 
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stand in the way of a proper investment of the money available in the 
movement and we know that in many of the co-operative limited 
liability societies there is a lot of money but they cannot invest the 
monej’. They are either keeping* them in their vaults or no productive 
purpose is being served by that money. Therefore, any obstacle in the 
way of investment of that available sum for productive purposes I am 
opposed to. For these reasons I want the deletion of the words “with 
the sanction of the Registrar. “ 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I beg to 
move that in clause 52 (a) for the word “the” the word “a” be 
substituted. 

Now, so far as the amendments of my friend Dr. Sanyal are con- 
cerned, you will be pleased to find that T cannot ai'cepi either of them. 
For, if I may say so witliout disrespect to liim, he is labouring under 
some amount of mi8a])prehension. This clause dcuils with investment 
and not wdth loans as you, Sir, have been good enough to point out 
to him several times. Clause 39, wliich has already been ngre(*d to by 
the House, deals with tliat position and says as to how a loan can be 
advanced to a j)articular society. Therefore, Sir, so far as this is 
concerned, I feel that he is under a mi8a])prehenBion, and with regard 
to the suggestion that a co-operative society should invest its money 
in a scheduled bank, I feel that it is undesirable, for our idea is to keep 
the surplus money of the co-operative society in the movement itself. 
Therefore, we cannot agree to have the surplus mon(*y of a co-operative 
society taken out of the movement and invested in a profiteering 
concern. 

With regard to the other thing, Sir, I have already made my sub- 
mission, namely, the suggestion in the amendment No. 79. 

With regard to my friend Mr. Banerjee who lias moved urnend- 
^nent No. 80, my submission is that it will l)e an impossible task for the 
Registrar to collect all the information regarding the investments or 
deposits of one .society in another. So far as I am concerned, I can 
sympathise with his ideas, and perhaps if there w'as no diflfieulty I 
might have felt tempted to accept it, but. Sir, the difficulty is this. 
There are practical difficulties in the way, namely, that it is . not 
possible for the Registrar to know all the details of such investments. 
Therefore, Sir, I am sorry that I flm not in a position to accept his 
amendment. 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: I think Mr. Banerjee refers to cases where one 
co-opei^tive society invests its money in another co-operative society. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The terms and 
conditions of such investments will have to be known.. It might be a 



temporary accommodation or it might be a long term business. It is 
not possible for the Registrar tp know all the details. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE; Will you incorporate it in the 
rules? 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In the manner 
that we have prescribed in sub-clause (d). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you prescribe it? 

The Hoffble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: There is no 
harm in that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There have been certain defalcations when one 
co-operative society invested its money in another. Do you guard 
against it in sub-clause (d) where a co-operative society is allowed to 
invest money in another? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Yes, Sir, 
that is my idea. 

In that view, I hope my friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee will be 
good enough to withdraw his amendment. 

With regard to my friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, I do not think 
there was any occasion for him to have this apprehension when he said 
that the Registrar was in the nature of a bugbear. I feel that when 
this clause is there, it is just to develop all such societies, that the 
money should be available for investment in them. I do not think there 
is any reason for an apprehension of this nature. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: In view of the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Minister that he will incorporate it in the rules, I beg 
leave of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that the following proviso 
be added to clause 52, namely: — 

‘‘Provided that where, with the sanction of the Registrar, a co- 
operative society invests or deposits its funds in any other 
co-operative society with limited liability, it shall be 
obligatory on the Registrar to inform the persons sub- 
ordinate to him or acting under his authority who are in 
administrative charge of these societies of such transactions 
and to send copies of such information to persons appointed 
to assist him in the area or areas concerned for verification 
at the time of audit 

was tlien, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 



Tiie motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that after clause 52 (c), the 
following new sulMjlause be inserted, namely: — 

**{cc) with any scheduled bank, subject to such conditions as may 
be prescribed** 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that for sub-clause (d) of 
clause 52, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely : — 

*^(d) in advance to members or depositors in accordance with rules 
prescribed’* 

was then put and lost. 


The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that in clause 52 (r), line 1, 
the words “with the sanction of the Registrar” be omitted, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
clause 52 (a), for the word “the” the word “a” be substituted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 52, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause S3. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL S Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clauses (/) and (2) of clause 53 after the expression “reserve fund” 
wherever it occurs, the words “and a bad debt fund” be inserled. 

The object is clear. This clause provide.s for the creation and main- 
tenance of a reserN'e fund. I submit that in addilion to a reserve fund, 
experience has shown that the creation and maintenance of a bad debt 
Tund also is very much necessary. Therefore, I seek to add these words 
“and a bad de!.t fund.” This is a suggestion that has l)een obtained 
from persons who are interested in the co-operative movement and who 
are very much experienced in the matter, and I believe the Hon’ble 
Minister knows that the suggestion has also corns* from some persons 
and organisations from whom opinion was sought in connection with 
the Select Committee’s work. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 53 (4) (c), line 1, after the 
word “other” the word “scheduled” be inserted. 

• Clai^se 53 (4) states the circumstances under which the reserve 
fund may be invested, and it is stated “in any other bank approved by 
the Registrar.” I would not like this wide power being given to the 
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Eegistrar to invest tlie reserve fund of a co-operative society in any 
bank whatsoever. I should like it to be limited to scheduled banks 
only, because the reserve fund is such that it must be capable of being 
drawn upon at times of emergency, and if it is invested in a bad or a 
comparatively undependable bank, then it may not be possible for the 
society to depend upon this reserve fund in times of its own crisis. It 
should be also in the interests of the Eegistrar himself, w'ho might be 
saved from being flooded with applications for investment from various 
banks, which are not of that category which are scheduled to the 
Eeserve Bank of India. Therefore, I want the word “scheduled’’ to 
be prefixed to the word “bank” in sub-section (c) of sub-clause ( 4 ) of 
clause 53. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 
53 (^) (c), the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“in the Provincial Co-operative Bank or in any other Scheduled 
Bank.” 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is quite obvious. You have deleted the 
words “approval of the Eegistrar” and you have definitely specified 
the nature of the bank. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I have made a positive suggestion. 
It should be deposited in the Provincial Bank and also in any other 
Scheduled Bank. I should have liked to make only one suggestion, 
that all the reserve funds should be deposited with the Provincial Co- 
operative Bunk, but 1 thought it might be that the Provincial Co- 
operative Bank would not be able to cope with all the funds available, 
and therefore an outlet has been kei)t for the money. If there is any 
surplus which the Provincial Co-operative Bank cannot profitably 
utilise, it may be invested in a Scheduled Bank. But I should like 
to emphasise that all the money available should be kept in the Pr^* 
vincial Co-operative Bank, which is to function as an apex bank not as 
it is functioning to-day in spite of the fact that Mr. Wordsworth is the 
Chairman, but properly as an apex bank to give credit wherever it is 
necessary to start pew societies for production and distribution, to 
finance them and to co-ordinate properly all the co-operative societies 
of this province. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The Hon^We Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 4 beg to 
move that in clause 63 (i), lines 1-3, for the words “which does or can 



deHve a profit from its transactions shall maintain a reserve fund” the 
words * ‘shall maintain a reserve fund in respect of the profits, if any, 
derivable from its transactions” be substituted; 

that in clause 53 (2), line 1, after the word “society” the word 
“in” be inserted; 

that in clause 53 (^), line 2, for the words “at least” the words 
“not less than” be substituted; and 

that in clause 53 (2), line 5, for the word “any” the word “such” 
be substituted. 

Sir, with regard to amendment No. 81 of my honourable friend 
Dr. Sanyal, my respectful submission to this House is that it is not 
necessary to have a bad debt fund in addition to the reserve fund, 
because the reserve fund is intended to meet any loss and as such it 
serves the purpose of a bad debt fund as well. The question will also 
arise if there will be any surplus left, that they must have some money 
for distribution as dividends, should we have so many funds when 
one may serve the purpose ? I feel therefore that there is hardly any 
necessity for a separate fund. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May 1 
draw the Hoii’ble Minister’s attention to sub-clause (J) where it is 
definitely stated that “save to the extent that, and in such manner as, 
may be prescribed, no part of its reserve fund shall be used in the 
business of a co-operative society.” 1 do not understand, Sir, where 
the Hon’ble Minister finds that the reserve fund can be drawn upon in 
case of the usual contingency of meeting bad debts. It must be under 
very extraordinary circumstances that, under the rule, power may be 
given to meet certain contingencies, as for example, at the time of 
liquidation or otherwise. But I do not understand how in normal 
ordinary credit business of a .society the reserve fund can be drawn 
upon for meeting bad debts. And if that was j)ermiH8ible it would be 
very dangerous, because in that case the reserve fund would never 
accumulate. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I would have liked a positive clause instc^ad of a 
negative one, namely, that the reserve fund can be utilised only in 
the manner to be prescribed. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It would have 
been better, Sir, if we could have done that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It would obviate all di&ulties. 



m QOYEEmMT BIuM: t[26TH;4T> 

TfM Hon’M^ Mr. MUKUNDA B6HAIIY MUI-LlCKl Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAIpS Please accept tk^ Bon’ble Speaker^ 
suggestion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUtLICK: Sir, we shall 
keep this in view. We have yet time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: At present the sub-clause states: ‘‘save to the 
extent that, and in such manner as, may be prescribed, no part of its 
reserve fund shall be used in the business of a co-operative society.” 
Yet an emergency may arise. Do the rules contemplate such things^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Undoubtedly, 
Sir. 

In that view, Sir, I do not think that there is any necessity to have 
this addition in the clause, as is suggested by my friend Dr. Sanyal. 
With regard to his amendment No. 82, I may say that it is practically 
the same thing as we have already dealt with in clause 52, namely, 
that we do not desire to have any money invested in scheduled banks 
to the exclusion of co-operative societies. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You mean any bank? 

The Hoii*ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; We do not 

expect that there will be any case for approval by the Registrar in 
case of other banks except when they are co-operative banks. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will you accept “in au\ other co- 
)perative bank“P 

The Hon*ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; There may & 
occasions when this may not be possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is, the Registrar will accom- 
modate his favourite* banks. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: It is peculiar that the Regis- 
trar has got no liability. 

The Hen’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I do not 

think there was any necessity for my friend Dr. Sanyal to tfttach so 
much importance to a point like this. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYALi No, no. It is very important. 

^ Mr. 8URENDIIA MOHAN MOITRA: May I ask whether it is a 
fact that money had been deposited in a central bank which immediately 
after was transferred to another bank under section 106 


The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: It would be 
very unfortunate if things like that happened. It is expected that 
Buch things will not recur. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Why not accept the safe- 
guard ? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: What is the harm in taking 
precautions? 


The Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK s I do not think 
that there is any justification for that. In any case, Sir, it will be 
invested by the societies them.selves. AVhether the Registrar should 
or should lojt give approval is another matter. As 1 have said, Sir, 
the investment will be by the .society, and therefore it is a matter for 
the society it^-elf and it will be for the Registrar to sei* whether th(‘ 
moneys have been jiroperly invested or not. It is from that point of 
view, Sir, that 1 was suggesting that there was no justification for it. 

With regard to my friend Mr. Sibnath Raiierjee, I believe it is only 
jiroiier that the re.seive fund should be investinl in the Provincial Co- 
operative Rank. In fact, that is what the practiie is now. 

So tar as the other suggestions are concerned, I think I have given 
reasons why they cannot be accejited and I do not like to repeat them. 

I ojipose all the amendments. 

The motion of Dr. Xaliiiaksha Sunyal that in sub-elaiises (/) and (2) 
^f clause od alter the expre.ssion “reserve lund”, wherever it occurs, 
the words “and a had debt fund” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of iJi. Xaliuaksha Sanyal that in clause (4) (c), line 
1, after the word “other” the wt)id “scheduled” be inserted, was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYEt-M. 


AM«I WaM, MmIvI. 

Kkaa, Mr. Ifti. 
AalMAMlA AkHMtf, Mr. 

MMTji. Mr..p. 

BaMr|M,^r. AruurtiiA Nitti. 
BaMTli, lA. lalyA BcHrt. 
BaatrjM, Mr. SMmIIi. 

Dr. imk eiM«4rt. 

17 


iirai, Bika Pr«MllMl. 

Bar MM, Baia ikf ana praaai, 
Baraiaa, Baka Upa^k Natft. 
Baaa, Mr. iMlaak Xaaiitf . 
Bkiwat, Mr. iartaira Natk. 
Baaa, Mr. larat Bkaatfra. 
BkaMtpaikyay. Mr. MarlMMa. 
BkaaifeafI, BM Mwaakra Natk. 
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Om S«pte, Bi»a KhafSMirt Nilfe. 
Dattm Mr. BhlrMira Nith. 

DMvl, Hr. HartMra Nalli. 

DiHto Masvmtfar, Mr. NlharMda. 
Bmtfatfal Kati. 

«au#Ma AkMitf, Mr. 

Btolrta. Mr. Jtfatli Okantfra. 
Haian AM Okawk«ary, Mr. tyatf. 
JalalaMin Haahany, Mr. tyail. 
4alaa, Mr.I.D. 

Janak All Majamiar, Maalvi. 
Kkaa, Mr. Oakaatfra Lall. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Ckantfra. 

Kama. Mr. Niiklka Natk. 

MaitI, Mr. Nikaaja Bakari. 

Maitra, Mr. laraaira Makaa. 
Majamiar, Mrs. Hamayrata. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Okaaira. 

Maaial. Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Kriakaa Praaai. 


Maalnouawi IMamMI, HmIimi Hi. 
mmM Naaata, Hr. 

Makkarji, Dr. tkarat Okaaira. 

MaUlak. trijat Aakataak. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Okaaira. 

Pala, Mr. Oaraia Praaaaaa. 

Ramiaaiila Akmai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kitkarl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 

•anyal. Dr. Naliaakaka. 
laayal, Mr. lauaka Nkkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 
taa ttayta, Mn. Nallia. 
ikakaiali, Mr. 

Ikamiwiila Akmai. Mr. M. 

Siaka, trijat Maalaira Bkaua. 

Wallur Rakmaa, Maulfi. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOE8->92. 


Akial Ai.i, Maalaaa Mi. 

Abiul Hafli, Mr. Mia. 

Abial Hakim, Maulvl. 

Abiul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mauivi Mi. 

Abiul Hamli, Mr. A. M. 

Abiul iabbar, Maulvl. 

Abiul Kaiar, Mr. (aiiai Lai Maah). 

Abiul Latif Biiwai, Maulvl. 

Abiul Majii, Maulvl. 

Abiul Majli, Mr. Syai. 

Abiul Wahab Kkaa, Mr. 

Abiulia*AI Makmaai, Mr. 

Abiur Rakmaa, Khan Bahaiur, A. r. M. 

Abiur Raihaai, Mauivi Mi. 

Akiur Rauf, Kkaa lahib Maulvl I. 

Abiur Rauak, Mauivi. 

Abui Haikim, Mauivi. 

Abul Haiain Akmai, Mr. 

Abul Quaaam, Mauivi. 

Attak All, Mr. 

Akmai All laayatyurl, Kkaa Bakaiur Maalaaa. 
Akmai Htaala, Mr. 

Altaiuiila Akmai, Kkaa Bakaiur Mauivi. 
Amlaullak, Kkaa takik Mauivi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aahratali, Mr. M. 

Auiai Hatiala Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiur Maulvl. 
Bairaiiuja, Mr. lyai. 

Birkmyra. tir Haary, Dart. 

Bliwat, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Okippaaiala, Mr. 4. W. 

Daa, Ral takik Kirit Bkataa. 

Daaa, Baku Dakaaira Ratk. 

Bikar, Mr. Upaairaaatk. 

Parkul Baaa Kkaaam, Bufum. 

Paalul Hvf, tka Haa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Filial Qaailr, Kkaa Bakaiur Maalvi. 

Pailur Rakmaa, Mr. (DkiM). 

PaMar Rakmaa, Hr. (Mymaaalagk). 

Bamaa, Mr. t. A. 

BrtMMM, Hr. 0. 

Baraag. Mr. DaaMar Hafk. 

NaRiaiila tkaaikari, Maalvi. 


Hamiiuiiia Akmai, Kkaa tablb. 

Haianunaman, Mauivi Mi. 

Hasham All Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Hatamally iamaiar, Kban taklb Maulvl. 

Hayuroai, Mr. Rogart. 
lirii Akmai Mia, Maulvl. 
tialaluiiin Akmai. Khan Bakaiur Mauivi. 
Kabiruiiin Khan, Khan Bakaiur Mauivi. 

Kaxam All Mina, takibxaia Kawan Jah tyai. 
Kannaiy, Mr. I. Q. 

Maflxuiiin Akmai, Dr. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtib, Makarajkumar Uiay Ohani. 

Maktabudiin Akmai, Kkaa Bakaiur Maalvi. 
Maniul, Mr. Banku Bakari. 

Manial, Mr. Jagat Okanira. 

Maniruiiln Akkani, Mauivi. 

Mariaiin, Mr. P. 4. 

Margin, Mr. Q., 0.1. E. 

Maalam Ail Mallak, Mauivi. 

Muhammai Afxal, Kkaa Bakaiur Maalvi tyai. 
Muhammai lakatua, Mauivi. 

Muhammai lirail, Mauivi. 

Muilick, tka Haa’bla Mr. Mukuaia Bakary. 
Muakarruff Hattaia, tka Haa’bla Haurak, KkaR 
Bakaiur. 

Muttagawial Haoua, Mr. tyai. 

Haaiy, tka Haa’kla Maharaja trlaahaaira, af 
Oaaaimbaiar. 

MuimuMln, tka Haa'kla Kkvaja tir, K4.LE. 
Rakmaa, Kkaa Bakaiur A. H. U 
Ralkut, tka Haa’kla Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Rajikaiila Tarafiar, MaahrL 
Ray, Mr. Paliram. 
tabaka Alum, Mr. tyai. 
taBraiiia Akmai, Mali, 
tkllm, Mr. t. A. 
taaaallali, At-N«| Maalaaa Dr. 
tarfcar. Baba Haibaaaiaa. 
ta a t iaa. Hr. Rakart 
•araiai laiam, Mr. 

Bkabakaiiia, Hr. Kbmala, B.B.B. 
tk i mia ii ta Abami Kkta ikm ; Mr. 
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liriv, M« Utle HaiMa. 
ttevM, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Mkfivartfy. tlit NM’bto Mr. N. 1. 
WMfcir, Mr. 4, R. 


Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 
Wtrtftwtrlli, Mr. W. 0. 

Y*M«f Mina. 

Zaliar Akarak OktHkary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes beings 56 and the Nues 92, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that for clause 5d {4) (c), the 
following'* sub-clause be substit\ited. namely: — 

*‘in the Provincial Co-operative Bank or in any other Scheiluled 
Bank,” 

was then put and lost. 


The motion of the flon'ble Mr. Muknnda Bohary Mullick tliat in 

clause 5‘] (/). lines 1-d. for the woids “which doe?, or can derive a profit 

from its transaction', shall imiintain a re.serve lund”, the words “shall 
maintain a reserve fund in it'spret t)f the i>rofits, if any, dtuivable from 
its transactions” be siibstituted, wa^ then put and a^^reed to. 

The motion of the Hoii’ble Mi. Muknnda Behary Mullick that in 
clau.se 5d (2), line 1, attei th«‘ void “soeiet\ ” the word “in” be insert- 
ed, was then put and afiieed to. 

riie motion ot the ilon'ble Mr. Mukunda Ibdiarv Mulliik that in 
clause *>d (:J), line 2, tor the words “at least” tlo* words “not less than” 
Ijc substituted, was then put and a;: reed to. 

The motion of the lloirble Mi. Mukunda Btdiary Mullick that in 

clause 5d (2), line 5, foi' tin* words “any” the word “such” be sub- 

stituted, was then imt and a^need to. 

The question that clause 5-1, as amended, staml part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 64. 

* The Hon’bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 to 
move that to paragraph (//) of sub-clause (2) of clause 54, the following 
proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that the audit officer shall not so recommend if such 
asset is adequately covered.” * 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would like to draw your atten- 
tictfi to onij important matter to which my attention was drawn after I 
sent in notice of my amendment relating to distribution of profits. My 
attention was drawn to certain kinds of hardships caused to societies 
in large mercantile offices in Calcutta where accumulation of reserve 



244 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[25th JtLTi 


funds is going on without any restriction and the members concerned 
of the present generation cannot take any advantage of the accumula- 
tions which are out of their own profits and distribution of profits as 
provided in section 54 does not contemplate any' restriction on the 
total amount of reserve fund to be created. If there was any provision 
that the inaximum limit of a reserve fund would be prescribed under 
the rules beyond which profits may be distributed to members, it would 
pei'haps be reasonable and in that event some of these societies which 
are going on accumulating funds would find it possible to distribute 
some of the profits. Possibly the Hon’ble Minister has followed my 
point. In some of the big mercantile firms in Calcutta there are co- 
operative societies. The employees contribute a particular portion of 
their monthly salary towards the fund of the society and they take loans 
from that society. When, after the end of the year, the society’s 
balance sheet is drawn up, a certain amount is kept reserved for a 
reserve fund. That reserve fund accumulation is going on for years. 
There is no possibility of drawing anything out of the reserve fund, 
and as a result, in some of the societit's — I was approached by a society 
in which some members of the European Group in the Assembly are 
interested; I do not like to name the firm — there has been a fabulous 
accumulation in the reserve fund. The present generation of the mem- 
bers of the society can under no circumstances make use of the reserve 
fund. A portion of profit has got to be reservt'd under the law in the 
reserve fund however big the fund may be. I was just sugge>ting to 
Government to devise a metliod by which a certain amount, a lakh of 
, rui)ees or 2 lakhs or an amount ot twi(‘e the working fund or etjual to 
the working fund, whatever it miglit be, may be fixed as the maximum, 
so that after a stage it may be po.^sible for some members to get full 
benefit of their profits. That is all 1 want to sidiuit. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I hope my 

friend Dr, SanyaPs apprehension will be removed if I remind him of tjie 

provision in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 53 which has been agreed to by 

this House. Sub-clause ( 2 ) provides that at least 25 per cent, of the 

profit should be carried to the reserve fund and then it goes on to say 

“or sucli other proportion as may be prescribed for any society or class 

of society.” Taking that along with clause 54 there ought to be no 

doubt in our minds that the idea is that we should start a reserve fund 

and after we have got it properly established, the desire is to have 

such rules for a class of society whereby the accumulated profits may 

be distributed amongst the meml>ers. I think that is what Dr. Sanyal 

wants. What I submit to the House makes the position clear, and 1 

think there is no need for Dr. SanyaPs amendment. » ^ 

% 

The question that clause 54, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 55. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move 
that in clause 55(?>), line 1, after the word “may” the words ”in 
accordance with the rules” and after the word “contribute” the words 
“not more than” be inserted. 

Mr, 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I op[M)se it. In the Select 
Committee it was unanimously decided that out of the net profits the 
society may contribute 10 per cent, of the Ixilance for any charitable 
purpose as defined in the Charitable Endowments Act. I do not know 
what has transpired since then, that the Hon’ble Minister who was also 
a siffuatory to the rep<jrt, has foiind his way to chanpre the opinion 
then arrived at. If the society earns profit, it is up to it to distribute 
it for cliaritable purj>o>es in the manner it thinks best. I do not see 
what puriK)se the rules will serve in the matter of distribution of profits 
save driving power to tlie Registrar to interfere with its rights Ui dis- 
tribute its own profits. This was the decision we unanimously arrived 
at in the Select Committee. I do not see why the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge has now gone back upon it. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


(After adjournment. ) 

The HOfi’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: With your 
leave, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I only want to make one submission to the 
Hou>e, with regard to the objection of my frieml Mr. Ikuierjee about 
amendment No. 2')0. You will find that sub-cbiuse (h) of chaise 55 
provides for a contribution of 10 per centum. My amendment is only to 
show that it is left to the discretion of the society concerned to con- 
tribute any sum up to that amount, but we have not got any expression 
of that nature which gives the society an authority to make it 10 per 
cent, or less than that. If we have this provision as it is in this Hill, 
then there will be a tendency to contribute the full amount even if it is 
not possible for the society to contribute so much. It is just to make 
that position clear and further to explain the situation we thought that 
it might be laid down distinctly in this clause. It is from that point 
of view that I have tabled my amendment without any disrespect to 
the Select Committee, but just to amplify the position. I think my 
friend Mr. Banerjee is labouring under a misapprehension. 

Ar.*8ATYAPRIYA BANER4EES May I just submit a few words? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is it? 
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Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: I want to oppose the Hon’hle 
Minister’s amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Bo you want to say something in reply? 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERtlEE: No, Sir. I want to say only a 
few words in opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: My honour- 

able friend lias already opposed. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I do not press my amend- 
ment nor do I want to oppose bis amendment if the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge gives me an assurance that the rules that will be framed here- 
after will only concern themselves with the determination of the per- 
centage to be given by the society. But if the rules give the Registrar 
power by the Ixickdoor which the Select Committee refused to give to 
the Registrar, to distribute these profits, then I have objection. I think 
the Hon’ble Minister will give me this assurance. 


The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, there is 
nothing more that I could say. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that 
in clause line 1, after the word “may” the words “in accordance 

with the rules” and after the word “contribute” the words “not more 
than” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that (dause 55, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 56. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE; I beg to move that in clause 
5G (7), in line 2, after the word “members,” wherever it occurs, the 
words “and employees” be inserted. 

Sir, this is a very simple thing. It is only making provision for 
Provident Fund for the employees also along with the members of a 
co-operative society and I do not think the Hon’ble Minister has any- 
thing to object to this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Si^, I am 
prepared to accept this amendment but not in that form because there 
will then be some difficulty in its application. So I am putting in this 
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abort-notice amendment and I hope my friend, Mr. Banerjee, will see 
his way to agree to it. It is this that in clause 56(1), line 2 — 

(1) after the word “members” in the first place in which it occurs 

the words “officers or servants” be inserted, and 

(2) after the word “members” in the second place in which it 

occurs the words “officers or servants”, as the case may 
be, be inserted. 


The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Satyai)riya Banerjee that in clause 6(iU), 
in line 2, after the word “ineml)ers” wherever it occurs, the words 
“and employees” l>e inserted, was then, by leave of the House, with- 
drawn. 

The question that clause 56, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 57, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
57(7), in line 1, before the words “No member” in the beginning, the 
following words be inserted, namely: — 

“Except wdien a member pre.sent at a meeting is empowered under 
section 20(2) to exercise vote on behalf of absentee 
members.” 


Sir, we have already provided that in the ca.se of certain classes of 
societies delegates may exerci.se votes on behalf of member.s. I only 
want that position to be further cleared up so that if a member is both 
an original member him.self as well as a delegate on l>ehalf of certain 
other members, he may in that case be permitted to use tw’o votes. As 
it now stand.s, a member cannot both be a meniber as w'ell as a delegate. 
^ hope the Hon’ble Minister ha.s followed my point. This i.s a con- 
sequential amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; 1 think, Sir, 
if I move my amendment, perhaps it will satisfy my friend Dr. Sanyal 
and he will be pleased to see his w^ay to accept mine. 

Sir, I beg to move that for sub-clause (7) of clause 57, the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely: — 

“(7) Subject to the rules relating to voting by delegates, no 
^ ‘ member of a co-operative society shall have more than one 
• vote in its affairs: 

Provided that in the case of an equality of votes the Chairman at 
a meeting shall have a second or casting vqte.” 
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Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYALs In Tiew of the amendment moved 
by the Hon’ble Minister, I do not press my amendment. Therefore, I 
beg leave of the House to withdraw it. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 57(7), in line 
1, before the words **No member*^ in the beginning the following 
words be inserted, namely: — 

‘‘Except when a member present at a meeting is empowered under 
section 20(2) to exercise votes on behalf of absentee 
members.*’ 

was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, that for 
sub-clause (7) of clause 57 the following be substituted^ namely; — 

“(7) Subject to the rules relating to voting by delegates, no 
member of a co-operative society shall have more than one 
vote in its affairs: 

Provided that in the case of an equality of votes the Chairman at 
a meeting shall have a second or casting vote.**, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 57, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 58. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 58, line 4, for the words “prescribed by’’ the 
words “provided for in’* be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 58, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 59. 

* 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that clause 
59(7) (a) be omitted. This clause relates to the provision for members 
to furnish information as to their financial position and alienation of 
their immovable property. It is provided that a full, true and accurate 
statement of assets aild liabilities shall be furnished by an applicant 
membership of a co-operative society with unlimited liability together 
with his application, and also that such a member of a co-aperative 
society will furnish such a statement when required to do so by the 
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Eegistrar^^r any person authorized by him and, further by a member 
of any other society together with any application for a loan or for 
acceptance as a surety. I find some genuine practical difficulty in 
insisting upon persons even when they apply to become a member to 
require them to furnish a complete statement of all their assets and 
liabilities. In the first place so long as a person does not propose to 
be a borrower and merely wants to become a member for keeping some 
money or having some sliares without any intention of borrowing from 
the society, there is no uece^sity of insisting tliat all his private affairs, 
his confidential matters relating to his assets and liabilities should be 
di'Nclosed. If we insist on this, the result would be that we shall scare 
away people. IVe shall not encourage j)eople to become members of 
co-operative societies with unlimited liability. I quite see that in 
cases where we have got unlimited liability provided for members, the 
society must be in a position to know and assess the extent of total 
liability that tlie society can as a whole bear. Ihit, Sir, that would be 
left to the local knowledge of societies rather than to any statements 
which the members will have to furnish before a member applies, or 
at the time when a member api>lie8 for membership ns such. I there- 
fore j)roiKKe that sub-clause (o) be deleted. I think that sub-clauses 
(h) and (r) are quite enough. Sub-clause (h) gives the Kegistrar or 
any person authorized by him by a general or special order the power 
to call upon any member to submit such a return. That power being 
already there, there should l>e no further (d)ligation entailed upon an 
applicant for membership to submit such elaborate statements. 
Further, I feel that few persons «lo keep such elaborate accounts and 
it will be impossible for villagers to furnish a true and correct state- 
ment of his assets and liabilities, as is required under this section. 

AVith these few' words, I recpiest the Ilon'ble Minister to accept the 
deletion of sub-clause (a). 

« The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, before 
I reply to my friend Dr. Sanyal I want to move my amendments 
Xos. 81 and 82. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 59(2), line 4, the letter and 
brackets ‘‘(rt)” be omitted, and ^ 

that in clause 59(2), line 6, for the letter and brackets the 

word “regarding"’ be substituted. 

So far as Dr. Sanyal's amendment is concerned, he has indicated 
that there are some practical difficulties in the way of an intending 
umnlier^ to supply the details of his assets and liabilities to the society, 
and he •suggests further that sub-clauses (h) and (c) will be quite 
«nough to meet such cases. I submit with respect to the House that 
this will not be so. Sub-clause (a), as I read it, is meant entirely for a 
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society with unlimited liability. It is essential that thl^ members 
thereof do know the financial conditions of all their members. It is 
from that point of view that it is designed by sub-clause (a) that the 
intending member of an unlimited liability society in the interior ought 
to be able to disclose his financial position to his co-members so that 
there may not be any misapprehension or misunderstanding about such 
matters so far as these members are concerned. 

With these few observations, I oppose the amendment of my friend 
Dr. Sanyal. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that clause 59(7)(a) be 
omitted was then put and lost. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Miikunda Behary Mullick that in 
clause o9(<2), line 4, the letter and brackets “(a)” be omitted, and 

that in clause 59(2), line 6, for the letter and brackets “(^)” the 
word “regarding” be substituted, were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 59, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 60. 

The question that clause GO stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 61. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I want the deletion of this 
clause so I shall speak against clause itself. This clause relates to the 
share or interest not being liable to attachment. It reads thus: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contained in any law but subject to 
the provisions of section 48, the share or interest of a member in the 
capital of a co-operative society or in any provident fund established 
under section 56 (that is also meant for members only) shall not be 
liable to attachment or sale under any decree or order of a Court in 
respect of any debt or liability incurred by such member and neither 
the Official Assignee under the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act nor a 
Beceiver under the ■ Provincial Insolvency Act shall be entitled to or 
have any claim on such share or interest.” 

Sir, I submit that to rule out all kinds of decrees from affecting the 
shares or interest of members in the capital of a co-operative society 
is to introduce a very dangerous principle. I cannot understand why 
this clause was at all conceived of. If a member incurs any liability 
which is of such a nature that the Court finds that there should be a 
decree against such a member, there should be no reason* why tbi^ 
assets of that member, whatever those assets may be and wherever they 
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DMiy be, itnould not'ro caugSt hold of in execution of the decree of the^ 
CQurt. Tbe Hon’ble Minister has introduced here a principle whereby 
any person who wants to evade any liability may just manage to buy 
shares of a co-operate society and completely evade all his past liabili- 
ties. (Mr. Fazli’e Rahman (Dacca) : So much the better for the 
co-operative movement!) Yes, but the society will not be benefited 
at all as a result thereof. 

I submit, Sir, that this will make it impossible for members in the 
rural areas to get any loans from institutions other than co-operative 
societies. It is admitted that so far only six per cent, of tlie population 
have been touched by co-operative societies, and with all the zeal of 
the Hon’ble Minister and the Registrar himself within any measurable 
distance of time this cannot be increased to more than, say, 10 per cent. 
So if 90 per cent, of the rural credit has got to be found from other 
sources, there should not be this kind of attempt to prevent such loans 
being granted and there should be no undue restrictions created for 
those who with all hona fide intentions would advance money to persons 
who might eventually evade the same by merely becoming members 
of co-operative society and contributing in the capital of the same. 

With these words, Sir, I propo.se that this clause l>e deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNOA SENARY MULLICK: I beg to move 
that in clause bl, line 1, after the word “law’' the words “for the time 
being in force” be inserted. 

Now, Sir, with regard to Dr. Sanyal’s proposal, it will be appre- 
ciated that if a proposal like this w’ere accepted, there would t>e 
nothing to prevent the shares of members from being saved from the 
hands of outside creditors. We do not intend to protect w'hatever other 
property a member may have elsewhere, but we want in the interest 
of the society, and also to see that the society does exist, that the 
share or interest that a member may have in the co-operative society 
ftay be saved from attachment by outside creditors. It is on this short 
ground, Sir, that I oppose the propo.sal of Dr. Sanyal. 

The motion of the Uon’ble Mr. Mukunda Rehary Mullick that in 
clause Gl, line 1, tfter the word “law” the word.s “for the time being 
in force’’ be inserted, was then put and agreed to^ 

The question that clause Gl, as amended, .stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


V Clause 62. 

Dr.)lALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
4^2, in line 4, after the word “Society” the words “in such manner as 
may be prescribed” be inserted. 
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Sir, here is one of the few instances uv whicn I have proposed to 
leave matters to be decided by rules, and I have tried to give some 
power to Government to prescribe rules. This clause relates to the 
liability of members. It states that when a society will be wound up, 
the members will be jointly and severally liable to contribute towards 
any deficiency in the assets of the society in the case of a society with 
unlimited liability without limit and in the case of a society with 
limited liability, subject to such limitation of amount as may be pro- 
vided in the by-lawsu I find, Sir, that so far as sub-clause (6) is 
concerned, namely, in the case of limited liabilitj’ society there cannot 
arise any occasion for joint and several liability to contribute towards 
any deficiency. In the case of unlimited liability the deficiencies may 
be rateably distributed. It should not be so provided that one member 
will lose all his shares, whereas others’ interests will remain absolutely 
untouched. In the case of limited liability society, that should be 
the position. In the case of unlimited liability society, however, I 
feel that the practice that was hitherto followed should not be en- 
couraged, namely, to realise the entire amount of the liability from 
comparatively more affluent members of the society leaving the others 
entirely without any contribution. I feel that that will scare away 
men of comparatively better means from membership of co-operative 
societies — co-operative societies which have unlimited liabilitie.s. I 
therefore wish to leave these powers of defining the details of the man- 
ner in which such liabilities should be met to the rules, and consequently 
I beg to move my amendment No. 88. 



The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I submit 
that there is hardly any necessity for including a sub-clause of this 
nature in clause 62 for the main principle is laid down in these two 
sub-clauses, and as regards the matter relating to contribution I feel. 
Sir, that clause 86 meets the point. On this short ground. Sir, I oppose 
Dr. Sanyal’s motion. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 62, in line I, 
after the word “Society” the words “in such manner as may be 
prescribed” be inserted, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — # 
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AMsI Wants. Maaifi. 

Annas xnaii. Mr. SyaS. 
AtInaSSIa Annas, m, 

•aMrJi, Mr. P. 

•asarjaa, Mr. Pranatna Natn. 
taiarjl. Mr. tatpa Pripa. 
ia»ar|aa, Mr. Wlaain. 
•wartaa. Or. taraan tnaaSra. 
•arna. iana Prannarl. 
•arnaa. iana inyana PraaaS. 


larnaa. iana UpaaSra Natn. 
iitvaa, Mr. taraaSra Natn. 

Mat, Mr. tarat OnaaSra. 
OnatlapiSnpay, Mr. NarlpaSa. 
OnaaSnarf, Ral HaraaSra Natn. 
Dai, iana iasnaaatn. 

OaMa. Mr. oniraaSra Natn. 

Dalai. Mr. HaraaSra Natn. 

Datta, Mr. lakanar. 

Datta HaaaaiSar, Mr. NinanaSa. 
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laMri HafM, Kaxl. 

•■lia, Mr. in*^k OhMira. 
NUM Aii Oktwiliary. Mr. tyti. 
(lalalwMia Hasfcaaiy. Mr. t|«a. 
Jalaa» Mr. I. o. 

Jtaak All Majamiar, Maalvi. 
Kaatfa, Mr. Nitliitlia Natk. 
iMUtl. Mr. Nikaaja Bahari. 
MaMra* Mr. tarratfra Mthaa. 
Maiaaitfar, Mrs. NaaiaprtTa. 
Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chaaira. 

Mafkal Hasala, Mr. 

MakMrJts, Mr. B. 


Makharli, Or. tkaraf BBaMra. 
MaOltk, Brilal Askaiatk. 

Pala, Mr. Baraia Prasaaaa. 
RaailtaMia Akaiad. Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Bkara BkaaBra. 

Ray. Mr. Maaiaatka Ratk. 
•aayal. Dr. Raliaakska. 

Baa Bayla, Mrs. Nalila. 
•kakaaaii, Mr. 
tkaaMaiaia Akaiad, Mr. M. 
•iaka, Brljat Maalakra Bkasaa. 
Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raalaa. 



NOES— 71. 


Akaal Alls, Maalaaa Ma. 

Akaal Nall, Mr. Mia. 

Akaal Nakiai. Mauivi. 

Akaal HaaiU, Mr. A. M. 

Akaal Karlai. Mr. 

AMal Malta, Mr. lysa. 

Akaal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akaar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakakur A. F. M. 

ANar Rakmaa tiaaiql, Mr. 

Akaar Raskaaa, Maalvi Ma. 

Akaar Raaf, Kkaa Saklk Maalvi t. 

Akul Hosaifi Akmsa, Mr. 

Akal Qaasaai, Maalvi. 

Akmsa AH Eaaytipari, Kkaa Bakaaar Maalaaa. 
Akmsa Hasala, Mr. 

Altasaaaia Akmsa, Kkaa Bakaaar Maalvi. 
Amiaullak, Khan Sahib Maalvi. 

Amir AH Mia, Mauivi Ma. 

Askratali, Mr. M. 

Aulaa Hotsain Khan, Khan Bahaaar Mauivi. 
Baaruaauja, Mr. Sysa. 

Birkmyrs, Sir Hsnry, Bart. 

Biisai, Mr. Rasik Ul. 

Brashsr, Mr. F. 0. 

Das, Mr. Anukui Chanara. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhutan, 
takar, Mr. Uysnaranatk. 

Farhut Bans Khanam, Bsfum. 

Faxiul Huq, ths Hon'bis Mr. A. K. 

Faalul Quaair, Khan Bahaaur Mauivi. 
aslur Rahman, Mr. (Oacsa). 
aalur Rahman, Mr. (Mymsnsinfk). 

Otmsi, Mr. t. A. 

Haaaow, Mr. R. R, 

Haixuaain Cbuuahuri, Mauivi. 

Hamiauaain Abmaa, Khan fahib. 


Nasksm AH Kkan. Khan Bakaanr Manivl. 
Natsmaliy Jamakar, Khan Saklb Mauivi. 
Maywuta, Mr. Ru|srs. 

MIrtasl. Mr. M. A. F. 
larit Akmsa Mia, Mauivi. 
tlaJalnaain Ahmaa. Kkan Bahakur MauM. 
RaMrnaain Kkan. Kkan Bakakur Manivl. 
Kaasm AH Miraa, Sahibsaka Kauran kak Sysk. 
Mabtabukkln Ahmsk, Kkan Bakakur Mauivi. 
Mankal, Mr. kafal Ohankra. 

Manirukkin Akbank, Mauivi. 

Martnkin, Mr. F. k. 

Mubammak Atxal, Kkan Bakakur Mauivi tysk, 
Muhammak Israil, Mauivi. 

Mubammak Sikklqus, Kkan Bakakur Dr. Sysk. 
Mubammak Salaiman, Kkan lakib Mauivi. 

Mullick, tks Hsn’bis Mr. Mukunka Bsbary. 
Muiitek, Mr. Pulln Bskary. 

Mustatautial Haqus, Mr. lyak. 

Manky, tbs Hon’bli Maharaja SrUehankra, af 
Oostimbasar. 

Naaimukain. ths Hun*bli Khnaja Sir, K.O.I.E. 
Rahman, Kkan Bakakur A. M. L. 

Ralkut, ths Nen’bis Mr. Prasanna Dsb. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Makhusukan. 

Ssrajul lilam, Mr. 

Skakabukkln, Mr. Kbwaja, O.B.E. 

Sbamsukkin Ahmsk Kkankkar, Mr. 

SIrkar, Baku LItta Munka. 

Sttvsn, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Subrawarky, tbs Man'kis Mr. H. I. 

Tefal Ahmsk Ohaukhury, Mauivi Hajl. 
WbHshsak, Mr. R. B. 

Zahar AbmN Obaukbury, Mauivi. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 71, the niotton was lost. 

The question that clause 62 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 03. 

The question that clause 63 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
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Clause 64, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Sir, with regard to clause 64, I 
beg to move that clause 64 (i) be omitted. 

Sir, clause 64 relates to restrictions on interest of members of society 
with limited liability and share capital, and it is stated there that where 
the liability of a member of a co-operative society is limited by shares, 
no member other tlian another co-operative society shall hold more 
than such portion of the share capital of the society as, subject to a 
maximum of one-fifth, may be prescribed ; or have or claim any interest 
in the shares of the society exceeding one thousand rupees. This 
limitation of interest in the share of a member of a society up to a 
maximum limit of one thousand rupees appears to be rather 
unscientific. 1 would like the Hon’ble Minister to explain on what 
iKisis he has fixed this figure of one thousand rupees. I can quite 
understand sub-clause (a) which states about the maximum in rektion 
to the total of the share capital. TImt is quite understandable. There 
may be .socielies formed of which the toUd amount of share capital will 
be one thous^ind rupees, and in that case the member concerned may 
have up to one-fifth of the share capital, i.e. Hs. 200 worth of shares. 
Ilut there may be co-operalive societies, multiple-purpose co-operative 
societies or co-operative jute purchase societies, with very large capital. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose a society is started with a share capital 
of Rs. 1 lakh. According to sub-clause (a) no member can have shares 
of more than Ks. 20,000, and according to sub-clause (b) he cannot claim 
any interest exceeding Bs. 1,000. 'Which shall operate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is a very 
difficult (luestion. The idea was 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The idea is refiected id 
the Bill. There is no question of your own idea. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is better, Mr, Chaudhuri, to hear their ideas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The id^ 

was that where the amount of the capital would be heavy, no single 
member shall have more than one-fifth of the shares and where it is 
less, no member shall have anything more than one-third. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You do not lay down any maximum for the share 
capital of a society, but you say that no member shall have or claim 
any interest exceeding one thousand rupees. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs Our idea is 
that no single member shall have more than one thousand rupees worth 
of shares. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am on more firm grounds now. 

I submit that if the whole thing should be shaped on a scientific basis, 
then there might be a restriction on the percentage of the total share. 
It has been already laid down that no individual member slnuild hold 
more than one-fifth of the share capital. That is (piite understandable, 
but the limitation with regard to a particular sum or sums of money 
creates a difficulty, because there will be various classes of sociely and 
societies of different classes will have different share capital. As just 
now mentioned, if there is a jute purchase society or a C0“0])erative 
jute sale society (d)viou8ly that should have a ca]>ital of a very large 
amount. A small jute sale ‘•ociety witli a small capital can liave no 
practical use at all. In that case restriction of a ])articular individual’s 
share cajdtal to Ks. 1,000 would be limiting the activities of the society 
to a large extent. Y(ni fix a maximum of the share capital to which 
a member may subscribe, and lay down that he will not have or claim 
any intere.st in the shares of intere.st exceeding Rs. 1.000. It may be 
there w'ill be 10-rupeo shares. In that case the member will have not 
more than 100 shares. In any case no individual member shall have 
more than one vote. If that is provided, it is immaterial whether the 
member has got 5,000 or 10,000 or 500 rupees worth of shares. Under 
the principles of co-operation nobody should have more than one vote. 
If he has one vote only, that protects the usual manner in which the 
capitalist tries to control the affairs <»f the company. If the vote is 
one, the amount of share need n(»t be restricted. Further, if it is 
provided that there may l)e a number of share-lujlders over which a 
particular individual may have control, then again this restriction 
w'ould not bar that also. I may put in 5(M1 of my own men if I w*ant 
to control the whole affair. Really speaking, I feel that the Uon’hJe 
Minister should ajiply a little more mind to this point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is quite possible that a society can he controlled 
by a money-lender. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! If he has got^Rs. 1,(KK) worth of 
shares he will be as much entitled to have a vote as anybody having 
one-^rupee or ten-rupee shares. We have provided for each member 
to have one vote. That is a sufficient protection against village money- 
lenders controlling the affairs of a society. 

HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We cannot understand 
what th§ Hon’ble Minister means. Did he mean whichever i.s 
minimum ^ 
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Mr. speaker: He means that either it must be one-fifth or 
Es. 1,000. That becomes the maximum. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI ; In eftect it means which- 
ever is minimum. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I hope my 
friend Dr. Saiiyal realises the value that money has, and although a 
member will have only one vote, if he controls a large amount of money 
in the share capital, he can certainly exercise his influence. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can he? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Money has 
some value. It is from that point of view that we have sought to 
put some restriction in this clause. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that clause 64{?>) be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The (luestion that clause G4 stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 

{JIaiise 6o. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move 
that in clause G5(i), line 4, after the word “p^^^<^ribed” the following 
words be added, namely: — 

“and, in the case of a member of a society with limited liability, 
shall require the approval of the society.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 65, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 66. 

The question that clause 66 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

It being 8-5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 26th July, 
1940, in the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Pioceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday 
the 26th July, 1940, at 4-45 ]>.m. 

Presffits 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.E.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to vrliich oral antvrm were given) 

Employmeiit Adviser to the Covornment of Bengals 

*71. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the object or objects with which the employment Adviser with 
the Government of Bengal was appointed at first; 

(ti) what changes, if any, were made in those objects subsequently; 

(in) what are the records of work done by the said oflBcer during the 
period he had been in office; and 

(tr) what is the total amount spent on account of this appointment 
during each of the last three years? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware of the allegation that there has 
been some plagiarism indulged in by the Employment Adviser in his 
recent publication entitled: “New Avenues of Employment for Bengali 
Touths", Yolume II? 

(c) If so, what steps have the Government taken to ascertain how 
far this allegation true? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reorganis* 
ing the work of the Employment Adviser in viev»of the past achieve- 
ments ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan): (a) (i) A copy 

the Government order under which the post was created setting forth 
the dufles attached to the post as originally contemplated, is laid on 
the Libiyry table. Briefly stated, the object of creating the post was 

18 
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the collection and dissemination of information in regard to the existing 
avenues of employment and the training and education required to 
qualify for the same so that young men seeking employment may know 
what openings there are for them and how to qualify for them. 

(ii) After completion of the work entrusted to him under the Gov- 
ernment order referred to above, Government considered it necessary to 
carry on negotiations with businessmen and industrialists to employ 
Bengali youths with suitable qualifications in larger number than has 
hitherto been the practice. The Employment Adviser has therefore 
been authorised to take practical steps to put potential employees in 
touch with employers and this is what he is doing now. 

(In) The Employment Adviser has compiled (a) a Hand-Book on the 
avenues of employment in the various departments of the Governments 
of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institutions such as Rail- 
ways, Steamship Companies, Port Trusts, District Boards and Munici- 
palities indicating the training required for such employment and (h) 
another Hand-Book giving details of the opportunities of employment 
in the various branches of industry, trade and commerce indicating the 
prospects of absorption of Bengalis therein and the training required 
therefor. Copies of the two compilations are placed on the Library 
table. 

(iv) 1938-39 commencing from the 8th August, 1938 — Rs. 7, 259-1. 
19394()-.-lt8.14, 877.12. 

1940-41 up to the 30th June, 1940— Rs.5, 008. 

The appointment took effect from the 8th August, 1938. 

(h) Tea. There was such an allegation published in the Hindusihan 
Standa/rd. 

(c) The matter has been carefully looked into with the result that 
the allegation has been found to be unfounded. A copy of the rejoinder 
issued by the Director of Public Information is placed on the Library 
table. 

(d) As the achievement so far has been satisfactory, the question 
does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (a) (ii) how many potential 
employees have been put in touch with employers under the direction of 
this Employment Adviser? 

Th0 Hofl'Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A large number, Sir. If, 
however, the exact figure is wanted then I want notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 

jdease state how many such youths have actually got appointments 
under the supervision of this Employment Adviser? 
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The HonHHe Mr. TAMIZUDDiN KHAN: I.want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer (a) (iV), the Hon’ble 
Minister has said, ‘‘The Employment Adviser has therefore been 
authorised to take practical steps to put i)otential employees in touch 
with employers and this is what he is doinp now'’. Will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what “practical” steps have been taken so 
far by the Employment Adviser? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: He has put potential 
employees in touch with employers. Thi.s is a practical step. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
give us some idea about the achievements attained as referred to in his 
reply (d)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The achievement has been 
set forth in the answer as a whole. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Can the Hon’ble Minister not 
give us some idea as to the actual achievements? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, the Hon’ble Minister says that it has Wen 
given in the answer. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, it is a very vague reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But he says that he has answered that question. 

Agricultural loan advanced and realised in Jeseore. 

^72. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: (a) 

Will the Hou’ble Minister in cliarge of the Revenue Department be 
jdeased to lay on the table a statement showing for the year 1938, 1939, 
and up to June, 1940 — 

(t) the amounts of agricultural loans granted to the different sub- 
divisions of the Jes.'ioie district; 

(ii) the amounts that have been realised during^the said period ; and 
(iti) the rate at which interests have been realised thereon? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any suit 
was brought against any debtor for the realisation of the money? 

^ MIIU8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble J8ir BiJoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) (i) and (ii) A statement 
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furnishing the information in respect of the financial yBara 1938-39, 
1939-40 and up to June 1940-41 is laid on the table. 

(in) At per cent, per annum. 

(b) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) (i) and (ii) of starred question 

No. 72. 


Name of 

1938-39. 

1939-40. 

Up to June of 1940-41. 

Bub- 

diviaiou. 

Amount 

Amount 

Amount 

Amount 

Amoimt 

Amount 


granted. 

realised. 

granted. 

realised. 

granted. 

realised. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


Rb. 

Ks. a. p. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Sadar . . 

42,000 

384 0 9 

9,600 

18,734 11 7 

Nil 

125 0 9 

Bongaon 

flS.OOO 

60 6 0 

19,750 

24,692 10 9 

Nil 

Nil 

dhoriida 

86,500 

17 11 3 

21,300 

36,275 10 1 

Nil 

836 13 6 

Magura 

1,28,000 

129 10 6 

1-1,760 

34,872 4 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Narail . . 

1,40,600 

2,234 15 4 

30, 600 

48,396 10 11 

Nil 

3,532 10 0 


4,61,000 

2,826 10 10 

95,900 

1,62,970 15 5 

Nil 

4,494 8 3 


Note . — It may l)e noted that in the begimnng of 1038-30 a sum of R8.49,028 waa 
outstanding for realisation in this district. 


Rules governing award of grants-in-aid to High English Schools. 

*^73. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay rn 
the table a copy of the rules governing the award of grants-in-aid to 
high Eiigliali schools — 

(/) in Calcutta; and 

(Ii) in the mufapsal? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(f) the total amount of grants-in-aid disbursed in 1939-40; 

(ii) the total number of schools in receipt of Government ^id; 

(Hi) the names of schools which got the highest and lowest amount 
of monthly grant in the last year; and 
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(it?) the rate of monthly grants to such schools? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any aid is granted to middle English schools and junior 
and senior madrassahs; 

{ii) whether there are any safeguards against the misuse or mal- 
administration of grant-in-aid ; 

(nV) when and how the money is paid to the school authorities; and 

(iv) whether the total amount available for distribution to high 
English schools is apportioned on a divisional or district 
basis? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (iv) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be ])lea8ed to state on what basis the apportionment is made? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) There is a general set of grant-in-aid 
rules governing all secondary schools (both high English and middle 
English schools). These rules are incorporated in Chapter VIII of the 
Bengal Education Code, 1981, which may be referred to. There is also 
a special set of grant-in-aid rules, a copy of which is placed on the 
table. 

The rules mentioned above apply to all secondary schools both in 
Calcutta and the mufassal. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (/) and (ii) Yes. 

(Hi) A grant-in-aid is paid to a school after the Departmental 
Inspecting Officer has certified that the school can satisfy tho (‘onditions 
of grant-in-aid. Money is drawn from Treasury by Secretaries of 
schools on monthly bills passed and (‘ountersigned by the Inspecting 
Officers. 

* (iv) No. 

(d) On the basis of the number of eligible schools in each division. 

Statement referred to in the rejdy to clause {a) of starred question 

No. 73. 

(1) The grant should l>e applied, so far us lx>y8’ schools me 
concerned, mainly to the improvement of the high schcxds, a maximum 
of 20 per cent, of the grant made to each division being permitted to 
be spent cm middle schools. 

' (2)* With a view to ensuring a reasonable scale of pay in high 

schools* the minimum sanctioned scale for an aided school of Ks.640 
(for II •teachers laid down in 1925^ should be retained and insisted 
upon. 
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{t]) A reasonable part of the arrant, which need not be rigidly fixed, 
as circumstances vary in ench division, should be directed towards 
improving conditions in schools inadequately aided at present. 

(4) Part of the grant, which need not be rigidly fixed, as circum- 
stances vary in different divisions, should be used to bring on to the 
aided list schools which are doing good work, and are prepared by 
raising fees, or in any other manner, to realise a considerable increase 
in revenue in return for a gi‘ant. 

(6) No grant existing or new should l)€ given to a high school 
whose scale of fees does not conform at least to the following scale; — 


Ist and 2nd class 
3rd and 4th class 
6th and 6th class 
7 th and 8th class 


Rs. a. 
3 0 
2 8 
2 0 
1 8 


Schools prepared to increase their fees beyond this rate should be 
liberally aide<l. 


(6) No aid shall be given to any school unless its pennanency is 
assured and necessary. 

(7) No grant shall be given to any school which has not at least 
160 pupils oil the roll. 

(8) No grant to a high school shall lie less than Rs.lOO per mensem. 

(9) When aid is given to middle schools the following conditions 
shall be enforced : — 


(a) a roll number of 100 ; 

(h) the minimum monthly grant should be Rs.50 and the maximum 
Rs.SO; 

(c) the following minimum fee rates should be charged; — 


Class VI 



Rs. a. 

2 0 

Class V 



1 12 

Class IV 



1 8 

Class III 



1 0 

Class II 


• •• 

0 12 

Class I 


• •• 

0 8 


(d) a minimum sanctioned scale of Rs.l50 should be insisted upon, 
the minimum to be raised by Inspectors when circumstances 
justify such increase, 

(10) Schools of any nature which are prepared to raise additional 
revenue by raising fees in return for a grant-in-aid should be permitted 
to include in the sanctioned scale a sum to be placed monthly to reserve 
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for any purpose approved by the Inspector, e.g., building fund, or the 
creation of a reserve fund; always provided that the Inspector is satisfied 
that the scale of salaries which exists in the school is in the circuiu- 
Ftances reasonable. 

(11) In distributing grants Ina{)ectora shall reserv'e such sum as 
they may find necessary to help aided schools to i>ay the allowances ot 
teachers deimted for training. 

(12) In distributing the grant to girls* schools, Insj>ecti'esses shall 
make an attempt to raise fees where they are unduly low and shall to 
such extent as is possible give preference to schools which are prepared 
in return for a giant to raise additional revenue with a view to the 
improvement of the pay and prospects of the teachers in such Hchix)l8. 

(13) The grant shall be allotted as follows: — 


Es. 

(1) Inspectress, Dacca Circle ... 9,700 

(2) Inspectress, Presidency and Burdwan Divi- 

sifms ... 8,000 

(3) Inspector, Presidency Division ... 29, (HK) 

(4) In8i>ector, Burdwan Division ... 23,900 

(5) Inspector, Dacca Division ... 30,100 

(6) In8i>ector, Rajshahi Division ... 25,300 

(7) In8iK‘ctor, Chittagong Division ... 21,000 

(8) Dacca Board (in reserve for the Girls* 

School) ... 8^000 

Total ... 1,50,000 


^ Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 73. 
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BabU NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state with reference to answer (b) (Hi) and (iv) at page 7, where it is 
noted that the highest amount paid was to the Binapani Purdah School, 
Ks. 1,110 per month, and the lowest to the Patirampur School, Es. 15 
per month, what is the highest amount paid to a boys’ school? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Acute distress in Satkhira subdivision. 

*74. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Eevenue Department aware — 

(i) that distress is prevailing in some parts of Satkhira subdivision 
in the district of Khulna — particularly in Shyamnagar police- 
station and Ealiganj police-station; 

(it) that the Test Relief work which was going on in Shyamnagar 
police-station for some time past has been stopped ; 

(Hi) that no Test Relief work was started in Ashashuni police- 
station ; 

(iv) that distress prevails also in Ashashuni police-station; and 

(v) that the distress in those areas has increased and will be 
iiici easing till the next harvest time in Noveml)er? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount spent 
up to date in Test Relief work in the affected areas? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Yes, but in 
certain parts of Shyamnagar and Kaliganj ixdice-stations only. 

(ii) Yes, due to early setting in of the monsoon, 

(Hi) Test work was started but it did not attract a sufficient number 
of labourers. 

(iv) Yea. 

(v) No. That is not likely. 

(b) Rs.4,000. ' 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(o) (ii) will the Hon’ble Minister please state what other method doee 
the Government contemplate to alleviate the distress of the people of 
Shamnagar and Kaliganj thanas? 

The HoiPblee Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that question 
does not arise. . 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state with reference to answer (a) (Hi) where it is stated that teat work 
was started but did not attract a sufficient number of labourers — whelher 
Government satisfied themselves that acute distress prevailed there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yea, Sir, when- 
ever Government sanction any amount for teat relief work they do 
usually satisfy themselves. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: If so, is the Ilon’ble Minister in a 
position to say why that test relief work did not attract the labourers 
there ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Well, that is 
more than I can say. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether Government have taken any preventive measures? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, recently I 
had an opportunity of discussing the whole question of prevention of 
flooding of some of the areas in these two thanas with the local represen- 
tatives and certain 8tei)8 have been taken. 


Mr, ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: But what are the 8tej)8 that have 
been taken? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A survey is going 
?o be made to find out which are the areas that are usually liable to flood 
and how the embankments can be repaired and who should bear the cost 
of the repairs and what should be the agency for repairing the embank- 
ments and so on and so forth. 

• 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’blc Minister 
please state what was the nature of the test relief work that was started? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
the number of peojde involved to whom this test work was given amount- 
ing to Rs. 4,000? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: It arises, Sir, as it refers to the number 
of people whom the Hon’ble Minister says, the test relief work did not 
attract. 

Mr. SPEAKER; But he says that it did not attract. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE; No, no, Sir, I am speaking of (h). 
How many peojde have got that sum? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(a) (ri), where it is said “yes, due to early setting in of the monsoon”, 
I put a supplementary question : what other methods does Government 
contemplate to relieve the distressed people there? The reply was “the 
question does not arise”. He says that the distress is there and that 
relief work was going on there but that it was stopped on account of 
the monsoon. It does not mean that, with tlie monsoon setting in, the 
distress went away. I shall again put this question to the Hon’ble 
Minister: what other methods does Government contemplate to give 
relief to tlie distressed people of Ashashuni and Kaliganj? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: With the setting 
in of monsoon, people get sufficient work on the fields, and naturally it 
was not necessary to continue the test relief work. That is one of the 
reasons why it did not attract a sufficient number of people. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, in one of the answers 
he has said, that on account of goVmal in the Irund^ it was flooded. How 
is it possible to have work in the field which is flooded now? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, it is not flooded 
at the very beginning of the monsoon; it gets flooded late in the monsoon 
season. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer («) (/), the total quantity oi 
land involved in this area? 


The Hon’ble.Bir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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lifi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (d) about 
the allotment of Es. 4,000, will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how many distressed people were employed and what was the amount 
up till now spent? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Rs. 4,000 has been 
spent. That is the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: How many people were employed? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the amount of the daily wa^^es of the test 
relief worker? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I ask for 
notice. 


Service ratio in Mymensingh Collectorate. 

•75. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charj^e of the Revenue Deimrtment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the MymeriHingh Collectorate — 

(i) the present number of posts — 

(1) in the upper division, and 

(2) in the lower division; 

(«) the number of them held by — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; and 

(m) the pay at i)resent drawn by each of theril? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the pre- 
scribed communal latio is observed in the case of apix)intment of the 
ministerial staff of the district since the fixation of that ratio? 

• 

TheMon’bIc Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) A statement 
furnishing- the information is laid on the table. 

(ft) Yes. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 75. 


Caste Hindus. Scheduled Castes. 


Number. Pay. Number, Pay. Number. Pay. 


Upper Division. 



Rs. 


Rs. 




1 

275 


1 

150 

1 

175 


2 

100 

1 

112 


2 

92 

1 

108 


1 

88 

2 

100 


1 

84 

2 

96 


1 

80 

2 

92 




2 

80 


8 


12 




Lower Division. 


8 

80 

4 

80 1 

2 

77 

5 

77 2 

5 

74 

3 

74 1 

5 

71 

3 

71 

5 

66 

3 

68 

2 

64 

7 

66 

2 

62 

4 

64 

2 

60 

8 

62 

5 

54 

4 

60 

4 

52 

1 

58 

5 

48 

5 

56 

8 

44 

3 

54 

7 

40 

5 

52 



5 

48 



17 

44 



5 

40 

60 


82 

t 

4 


Sub-gra.de. 


11 


35 


5 


35 


5 










QT7ESTI0NS. 


Mr« liONMOHAN DA8s Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many clerks have been appointed in the year 1939-40 in the 
Collectorate of MymensinghP 

The Hon’bleSir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many clerks have been api)ointed from the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not know 
how many clerks have been appointed; in fact I cannot give that answer 
offhand. But I can assure the honourable meml>er that in making these 
appointments, Government are following strictly the communal ratio 
rules. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that in the recruitment for the Collectorate for 
the year 1939-40, the service ratio has not been observed in the case of 
Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon^ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
so, Sir. 

Admission of students into Government Veterinary College, Calcutta. 

*76. Mauivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries ( V^eterinary) 
pejjartment be pleased to state how admission of students into the 
Government Veterinary College, Calcutta, is made? 

(h) Is there any committee appointed by Government for selecting 
students for admission into the College? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmativ#, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the members of the Committee 
last formed? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the— 

• J 

(IX names, 

(2) «ge, 
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(3) general educational qualifications, and 

(4) home districts, 

of the students admitted this year into the College? 

(e) How many applications for admission into the College were 
received from candidates belonging to the Rajshahi district? 

The Hon*ble Mfa TAMIZUDDIN KHANs (a) The admission is made 
by selection by the Principal. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) Four. 



Staktj^ent referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred quesHan No. 76. 
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Expenditure for the Revenue Commission. 

•77. MflUivi MD. I8RAIL. Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total cost incurred for the Revenue Commission; and 

(b) the cost incurred by the Commission in visiting difFerent pro- 

vinces of India (to be shown separately, province by 
province) P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) The total cost 
(up to the end of May, 1940) was Rs. 2, 28,400. 

Rs. a. 

(b) Madras ... 3,827 8 

Punjab and United Provinces ... 7,304 14 

Total ... 11,132 6 


[As Punjab and United Provinces tours were not separately made 
and as the travelling allowance for both the tours was claimed and paid 
on the same Pill, no sejiarate figures can be furnished for them.] 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to answer (a) whether the amount includes the 
cost of printing the report? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the HoiPble Minister be 
pleased to state w'hether any amount was spent after the final report 
was signed by the Commission, and, if so, what was the amount? 


The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it a fact that two members 
of the Commission were paid allowances after the report was signed ? 

The HoiPble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If tl^ey were 
getting allowances, they were getting allowances according to the rules 
and according to the terms of their appointment. 
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Mr. 9URENORA NATH BISWASs He does not answer my question 
directly, Sir. He says “according to the rules and according to the 
terms of their appointments^. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the rate of daily allowances that the members got in 
the Punjab and the Fnited Provinces P 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. He has given the amount and 
I want to know 


Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon Ide Minister be 
pleased to enlighten the House as to what was the total amount of the 
salaries and what was the total amount of allowances paid under two 
separate heads? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I (“an not answer 
that ({uestion off-hand, hut it will be answered in (‘onnection with 
another ([uestion that has been put by some other honourable member. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the budgeted amount for this Commission? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notue. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (h), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the cost incurred 
by the Commission in visiting different provinces includes the travelling 
allowances given to members of the Commission? If so, \\hat was the 
^ate of the travelling allowance given? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The total expendi. 
ture for visits to three j^rovinces is mentioned here, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I want to kiiow whether that cost 
includes the travelling allowances given to members of the Commission : 
if so, what was the rate of the travelling allowance given? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl May I know what 

is meant by travelling allowance P 

• « 

Mr.’fURENDRA NATH BISWAti I un wrry, I mean daily 

allowance. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That question 
does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It certainly arises. It seems 
to us that tbe cost should have been very heavy. We are enquiring 
now whether this sum includes the daily allowance or does not include 
the daily allowance. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The honourable 
member is referring to question (b). The question (h) relates to the 
cost incurred by tJie Commission in visiting difterent provinces of 
India to be shown separately province by ])rovince. The answer is 
given here. How does the question of daily allowance arise out of thatK 
Daily allowance is not one of the ietms of the cost incurred in visiting 
different provinces. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: We are aware of the number 
of days in which these gentlemen were in those provinces. So far as 
this figure is concerned, it seems to l>e very small bearing in mind tlie 
amount of the daily allowance that should have been drawn by them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: He has given the total amount. 
I am only trying to ascertain whetlier that is the final figure or wlietlier 
he will again include some cost incurred in connection uith the daily 
allowance? 

Mr, SPEAKER: You may ask that question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the amount of Rs. .3,827-8 includes the cost 
incurred by Government regal din u’ <laily allowance given to members 
in different ])rovinces and, if so uhat was the rate of the daily 
allowance? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, from the 
reply it is clear that it does not include the daily allowance. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Before you pass on to the n^t 
question, may I have your indulgence to put a few questions with refer- 
ence to starred question No. 71 as I was held up at a departmental 
conference with the Railway Board members? 
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Mr. SPEAKERi I have my sympathy with you, but I am afraid 
I cannot allow you to put questions. 


Dfa HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I would not take up much time. I 
want to ask just two supplementary questions if the Hou'ble Minister 
has no objection. 


Mfi 8PEAKERS On principle I cannot allow it. I am sorry. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Allegations against Debt Settlement Board, Narail police-station. 

40. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Will the Hoirble Minister in charge 
of the ('o-operative Credit and Kural Indebtedness Department lie 
pleased to state how the members and clerks of the Debt Settlement 
Board were ajipoiuted in Narail police-station (Jessore) in 1938, 1939 
and up to June, 1949, with their name.s, (lualificafions, and their know- 
ledj?e for the particular type of work they are exj)ected to perfm-m.'^ 

(h) Are the Government considering^ the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter witli a view to appointing (luulified men avail- 
able for the posts? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliok): (a) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(h) No. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is exactly meant by the word “educated” in column 
hejided “qualifications”? My difficulty is this. 1 find B.A. plucked, 
LA. plucked, Matric plucked and als<7 it is .siiid educated. Does it 
mean less than under-Matric? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 ask for 

notice. 

* Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state*what is exactly meant by the «|ualificatiori “sincere”? Sincere 
supportets of Government? 
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Th0 Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICfC: Sincere 

workers so far as Debt Settlement Board work is concerned. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why in the list of qualifications it is not shown whether a 
member is a peasant or a landlord or something else? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Being peasant is not a qualification. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Peasants are intelligent people, and 
therefore to be a peasant is a qualification. In the statement we find 
against qmilifications the words ‘‘educated”, “sincere”, “upright” and 
“honest”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Very interesting qualifications no doubt! May 
I have a list? 

(A statement was handed over to the Hon’ble Speaker.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it because the Hon’ble Minister 
was ashamed of laying bare these qualifications that he wanted to keep 
it on the library table and not have it laid on the table here? 
(I.taughter.) 

The HOfi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : I can assure 
the House that in choosing the members we see that we have proper 
representatives of the debtors and creditors. The remarks column will 
show that we have members who enjoy the greatest amount of public 
confidence in the locality. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But when you find “sober” against a man’s quali- 
fications you have to think twice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: May I request the Hon’ble 
Minister to have the statement laid on the table here instead of on the 
Library table, so that we may know the position? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I don’t mind 
it being laid here. The only thing is that there are several sheets of 
paper in the statement, and if the Assembly Department can manage 
to have them all printed, I have no objection. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the fact that the 
statement is not so long, may I request the Hon’ble Minister to have 
it kept on the tables here ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if those persons against whom the remarks **honest” 
end '^sincere” do not appear do not possess those qualifications? There 
are several persons against whom remarks like “sincere^' and ‘*honest^^ 
have been noted. The others are evidently not so qualified. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULtICK: The remarks 
column will show that there are certain reasons why such remarks are 
noted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The remarks column does not 
show, for instance, against Surendra Nath Biswas whether he is honest 
and sincere. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Do you mean to say that because the renuxrk 
‘sober’ does not appear against any person, he is not sober?” 
that is what his question is? (I^iughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Evidently not. (Renewed 
laughter. ) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister please hold back the reply to this question 
and give us a more complete reply in future? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if a member of the l>oard is a member of the 
Scheduled Caste community, are we to understand tliat he is a sincere 
worker ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Point of Information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we k now, Sir, what you have 
decided with regard to the placing of questions? I was submitting 
another thing, Sir, You promised the other day that you would consider 
the possibility of laying questions early on the Library table. If you 
did that, I would not have apparently missed •my starred question 
No. 71, which was a very imporUint question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Librarian, who is in charge, had a bad 
accident, and we are now working with four men short, 

Dr.*NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: They may be left on the Library 
table. • 
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Mr. SPEAKER: But there must be somebody in charge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAMYAL. There are other people in the 
Library. 

Point of Privilege. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of privilege, Sir. If an 
Hoii’ble Minister is not present, it is possible to hold back the questions 
relating to his department when the time comes for taking up those 
questions. Is it not possible to show similar consideration and hold 
back the questions of an honourable member when he is not present in 
the House? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: If a point had been taken, I would have certainly 
allowed it. I think it is only fair that honourable members should 
get an opportunity, and I shall always consider such cases if honourable 
members so desire. 


Committee on Petitions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before we pass on to the next item, there is just 
one thing I should like to observe. In consultation with the leaders of 
different parties I have decided that the Committee on Petitions will 
be composed of the same members as in the last session. 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. 

The Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Khan 
Bahadur RezzaquI Haider Chowdhury, M.L.C., as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta, will you please niove^ 
your motion? 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, Mr. Surendra Mohan 
Moitra will speak iiustead of Mr. Dutta. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939» 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Clauses 1 and 2. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 

move that in clause 1, line 

Dft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. What 
is the position.® We had a uiotioii for consideration which was voted 
on and adopted by the House, and so the next stage will be “passing.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: How can that 

be without considering the ainendinentvS.® 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The next question will be the 
taking up of the Bill clause by ckiuse. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is what we are doing. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in ckiuse 1, line 2, for the figure.s “1939” the figures “1940” 
be substituted. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Sir, 1 do not oppose it. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I move my 

next amendment, namely, that in clause 2, in the proposed jjroviso to 
section 5, line 4, for the figures “1939” the figures “1940” be 
substituted. 

The motion.^ of the Hoirble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy were then 
put and agreed to. 

* The question that clauses 1 and 2, as amemled, stand i>urt of the 
^ill was then put and agreed to. 


(lause J. 

The (luestion that clause 3 stand jKirt of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Thatlon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : Sir, in the amend- 
ment th^e is some drafting mistake 
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Mr. SPEAKER: But it has been circulated. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 4, for sub-section (6) of the proposed section 6A, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

If in the case of a sale according to sub-section (-5) the highest 
offer for the share or portion offered for sale is not equal to 
the amount of arrears of rent for which it was advertised for 
sale and the subsequent arrears of rent due thereon up to the 
date of sale, the sale shall be stopped and a notice that the 
entire patni taluk shall be put up for sale for such arrears 
shall be sent to all co-sharers of tlie tenant in such manner 
as may be prescribed by rules to be made by the Provincial 
Government. 

On the twenty-first day from the service of notice on the co-sharers 
of the tenant, the entire patiii taluk shall be put up for sale 
for the arrears, unless any other co-sharer of the tenant 
shall, within fifteen days, have purchased the share or j)ortion 
in arrear by paying the whole of the arrears of rent for 
which it was advertised for sale and the subsequent arrears 
of rent due thereon or the tenant pays up the whole of such 
arrears within the said fifteen days: 

Provided that, if a zamindar omits to avail himself of the means 
provided by this Regulation for realisation of any arrears 
of rent due in respect of a share or a portion of a patni taluk, 
he shall not be entitled to put up for sale under this 
Regulation the entire patni taluk for recovery of such 
arrears.*^ 

Sir, this amendment is based on section 14 of the Revenue Sales Act 
and the proposal in the Bill is to confer on the co-sharer patnidars the 
right to split up the rent. Now, if by putting up a portion of the 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MOITRA; Sir, we accept the amend- 
ment. 

The Hon*ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, if the House 
is convinced, then I would not waste its time. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Sir Bi joy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and agreed to. , 

The question that clause 4, as amended, stand part of the fiill, was 
then put ond agreed to. 
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The question that clauses 5, 6, 7 and 8 stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agrreed to. 


Clause 9. 

The Hon’bie Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, I heg to 
move that in clause 9 (a), lines 2-3, for the words *‘up to the date of 
sale," the words "up to the date of deposit” be substituted. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Sir, we accept this amend- 
ment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that chaise 9, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 11. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 11, in proposed section 17A, line G, for the figures 
"1939” the figures "1940” be substituted, 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Sir, we accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

* The question that clause 11, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in 
the Assembly, be passed. 

The Motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Tha Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) BilIp 1987. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon ble Minister-in-charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 

(3) Mr. Jatimlra Nath Basu, 

(4) Mr. C. Millar, 

(o) Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mauivi Ahmed Hossain, 

(7) Mauivi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(8) Mauivi Muhammad Israil, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hashem Ali Khan, 

(4(1) Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, 

(11) Mr. Ilaripada Chattopadhyay, 

(12) Mr. llasik I^al Biswas, 

(13) Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(14) Mauivi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, 

(15) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia, and 

(1(>) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st October, 1940, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Did you get the consent of these members till 
yesterday y I will liave to be rigid in this matter. I cannot allow 
the Asvsembly jiroceedings to be obstructed to find out whose consent 
has been obtained and whose not. You ought to he serious about it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may we enquire if you have 
permitted the short-notice amendments that have been placed on our 
table to-day? If you have permitted these short-notice amendments 
by the (Government Whip and Government members, it is only fair 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not admitted them yet. 

Now I will sw' whose consent has been received till yesterday an^ 
.mly the names ot those w hose consent has been received will be* put in. 
We have to be rigid in tliis matter. 
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I am tellinjr you that office proceedings cannot he disturbed in this 
way. Papers must be prepared beforehand. As there was some 
difficulty this time I am prepared to accept it to-day as n special case. 
In future unless the consent papers are received a clear day before the 
meeting, they won't be accepted. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Mr. Speaker Sir, (Tp#] 

c*f*f I a C5ft^ ^ ^ ?rc<rr 8 

C^Ptf^ I c*T"Ic,^ 

C'f*! ^ I fitfl 'Strict 3 

"<11^ I 

m, c5iT^— 5tflm 

c'fl^ 511 ^ I ^ (7T ^*tBr 

C5lW^ ^ rent rt^duotion, (?Ti^ 

^ I bf’TlCw^} \it^l 'i) bt=Tlr® 

^ I *ftni ^ c*tt^— « i^ 

CoTt^ — ^ P'\m 51^^ I ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^5t51 5tr5T C«!t^ (71 

vtm ^ ^tT^i (Ti ^f^?rtc¥ 

^ I Kent enquiry Committee?! 

member ^ ^rPT O^sm 

I "srcw Prfir^ ^6\ i?Hn ^f)rg 

^tirfr^ I 


The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, May I draw 
the attention of the honourable niemf)er to the fact that the proceedings 
of the Kent Enquiry Committee are confidential and cannot be referred 
to? 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM ; :!?rRfn:7T?T CPP^ snf^ 

^ ^ I ij? OT?I 

’if? 3 Pn (7d? 

^ttfer — ^ nrOT (TFTfe ’ttf? ?1 I Vffzi f^JT 

018^1 (TFtor^^ I «tt?Tc?rj 5Rt?r ^ 

few?l 'il^ feTOR I (7^ a 

C^tUXZ^ J5f51 ?<?1 ^ ?tR1 I <y(V^ I (Mr. Abu 

«osain*Sabkab : ?) ^ ^01 5 (TfT^ffi I 

5fr^ ^ C?r^ ^s:tz$ aatoniahed ^ CFlZ^ 9ffi^ 

’ftstw’fsr cFfm Bftftrs c«wf| =ia\ ?wtr a m Sckf 
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I ?tw (71^ 00s ^ 

<7f, ^fiioos ^fi^i 

I 5C.«ii •TtlTT exploitation. CWoTfiT 

T<n gt^r heart fail 

5 Wr (l[5r I 

^tSp3TC5T g^ 'BTtfe gt%5i -5t?hT g^n^nr (Trg*^ 

Cv5tl^?[ W51 (franchise) 7fi j ^fSf^CST ^iPlC^H, 

I autonomous Assemb- 

lyC3 gwt? gfePtfti c^ I g^ ^^<0 (tr 

^ ^ gtft ^ I i c^ 

(71 ^5^51 gTSFtr'TJ economic capacity? beyond-^ I ^ 

(71 Land Revenue Commission 

wfrft^rOf? middleman ?t?T^ I ?f^3 #?n gp?!^ permanent 

settlement <4? proprietor ?fir?n 

'Bigg’ltR? C*f«h <<tJc^c^ (71, 'St^ C^^TOtuI middleman. ^f?l 
01 ft?Tl7T ^IWHI ?TPf«T ^I'eI Sg? •TTtllW^ 5*lt^ 

gmt? f?f%g ^ 'arwoni ^nPHfgs'm gmm g^g?^ 

(7i 6 gf% 'ii^ ^ feg ^ gt? f¥i ^ g^ gmtg (Tife 

:)6s 6 W!i I ^ gmi ?g? ^ (tr ^ g^ 

(7i*rt (TRt^ ^g gi, 15^ gi'SfiHiiii fgf?g i 

Land Revenue Commission^? fkgtcS" (TfOP (Tfgi ^ ft^TTlfl 

gc^ r g ? :^ ggg (tIrf ^gg gtrs ^riggtg?i 1^5?^ ':>w ^g gtwgi 

gtf^On:^ l ?rOT ^ l ^ g^gi Land Commission 

grfg?i gf^tci^g — gt^^mi gtoig g^g '^rtri gorg (TR cgirg^ gRi 

Taxation gfgunifg 'ii^Rt^j gi? gm grlt^ ^sRrmr gwgg ^sRtu 

gt^^ g^ (TT? cgg"^, >iig: gt^gt? g^ hopelessly indebted, ^ 

^icgg ^R7 (TFjg livelihood gt^ I ^ tijgi?! ^gi c^fcPb eg wfg- 

gTgeg? oni gi^ggi ggg f&griirt, ^sgg gwt? gtwgi ^8 f^jrs^ c5Tc^ 
gte? gi i ^ wgi's geg%! ^rtggugg grf%g? note of decent 
fro *g8 ^fggft (Tfgfrgit^g i 

^ gFgi cgtdsi? 'ij? eg wfggmi gts^i egegg ^rftg Sjfe? ^ 

Sefrgegtgj (TFig gFTwt gnOR gft ( Mr. Subkkdra Nath Biswas 
or THB C ongress PABTY : #n cgtof cgtOT cgege^i) ^StOTir 

giERi enhancement lii? gtfg gii^e^5 gteg gi I gvicfg ^ <irrti w^(|ggi 
— :>^80 gg cgegF gTf% giwgi debt settlement egfeil (7105 gt?eg gi i aj> 



1040.] « NON^FEIOlMi MEMBERS’ BILLS. 287 

I 

^8 Land Revenue Commisfidon ^tcn t'fti? tpwtC?? <ff5RI 
?pTrr*f? tpsfTc^ OT ^ ?f%in 

cror ^ sPFM 

tom (TT ^8rf%^ ^ I Wt-fT irrigation ^mT\ 

I vflTTOt ^atc^ 08 C^Tf6 irrigation^ THT 1 ^ 

(prwc^ ^‘eTTir 8 c^flE ^rTif ^ ‘i)T cwoitii ^^rnr i 

^ ^ ^ tfrnii* irrigations^ 

^ I (Ttt irrigation S^ ^Tt^ ^FTltsTT frlTW <d8Rt^ TOF 

<f%l ^RTt^ ^5Rt? 5d*5d? ^ c*r^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^5tr5T c?<i ^d^ (^ <it5Ri ’H 

COT c^dl 1 ^*fc^ c^ sw^T cror c?^l^«lc^*t (Ti ^itatc^ 

«tc:^ ofe rent C^^ ^ Ml/0 ^ ( irrigation Slrt? ^) 

(7^^ ^N^d? tr®d^ m ^i/o i c*f<li 

\*, t^T? l ^ m I S^ ?PR OTF ^JSRl cm 

^5W!t Odf^ C*f^t^lTfC^ (71 <dW^ <ffOTf 

5^tv'^ C^ C?t? ^ COT C^*t I Land Revenue CSommiseion 

(71 c'dm c^ c^ ®d^*tTTr «tr8RTa Prft^t 

^3r5r3 (7T*t*^ s^Tt (7T^ tjtji ^ Sft^ i 

^sdft s^ fm s^ c^ Ob' ^ ^ ^ 

^ OfOT 5'?‘?dc^ (7T TtfV^Rn ^pIOT ^!?^5Tf*fT «fdaR1 
■^^d^co “dd^R '^t^fm ^'odmd^ rff^r^nn s?nR ^rtftR ^ (tj ^ 

tfsn Q C^ discretion use C^lOT^ I 

OT c? fefs* ’m (TR ^fiof fefap 

C^, CTf^ iTTfVsr^ (7T ^ TOR ^1 S^ ^ excep- 
tion cit^ Pnd^ fisf^ cTOf «td5i?R 

5f%?i felt W%^ fir^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. I am very sorry that the Maulvi 
Hahib does not know the usual parliamentary manners in which this 
Legislature should not be made the occasion of making special mention 
cf the name of a Government officer for his conduct. 

Mapivi ABDUL HAKIM: ^ cm(75 5ft ^ ^ C^tOT, ^StOT 
J^tJb' JtR C^ Usurious Loans Act ^dft^ ’IH TO 5Cfll^ri ^5151 fftft 
i<t ^4 i txn ttferor ^ift^ I ^*da cTOa ^dvSTOfa rrt ^aft^ 

♦fH ^ I 4? ^rftm C51CTO? Agricultural Debtors 



% 

288 NON-OFFICIAL MEMBSBS’ BIEL8. [26t« Jxtlt, 

Act, CJrtnrC^ Money-lenders Act. *, 

I ®RT Ob' f% 

ftTTi <ft^ *4^ ?ts^ c?r^ tprtin ^ i 

c*fr*f^ wftrounr ^ ^ c^ ^ i ^ ^ 

(2? ^ ^finn f?r^; f¥« ^ ^ 

^ i a\ ^ 

crfrft^ ^ (?T ^ erfi^ fcS fet? ^I5>0br ^ 

I Ck)ngre8s Ministryc^ (il ftTORT ^ 

^ I ^ ^rt?F5wr w^ i 

Mfi 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I, through you, Sir, 
put one question to the honourable member.^ Is he prepared to vote 
in favour of his own motion? If so, he may continue his speech, but, 
if not, then it is no use wasting the time of the House by further speech. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM ; %5nr ^<rr 

^ttw^n (TT Tsr^^ ?i "^sTk^ tfsrt^ 

^ 0^ C^"t OT ^ I 'srrf^ <^U5 ^ tpSH 

c^ c^#i tpsTtm ^ 

OT 50 per cent, c^"t ^ f%5 I ^5tU^ 

OT <fsRi ^rtTPS ^ I IT? vstr^kTT c ^ c^ 

tpSTt^ f^TTSRTt^ Ctft? I srfrftwi GC\ i?kF) ^ 

^5[kn f^n?R i ^ ci ^t s^ - v rt ^ 

Tfiil *f*l ^tn (TTS^lkt ^ Permanent Settlement 

^fwtOTTl ^*=1 I (?T5Tt#t 

fVj SftlTl Ptirk^, f%C^ C^ ^TNTl 

^Hr?FT?r *Tt^ I Rc«i ''®rkrs ^ks? i ^T5 i 

^ I tr^ ^vr<F^ 3 ppsFt??^ 

wfm ’fST^Ri ^srk^ I (7T? w^ N3 ^ ^ 

<fllnn t[1% fticT 5?<)k^ i 

^ ^ ^ vi]^ jfoi 

c^m tp^ crom I ^ 

nf^csrk^ wm ^rfinn f%? (?ffr^ ^ ^srkrtit ^srjc^^f c^pifT” 

(7R ^ 5ir I CT=T ^ Wl^ ftekT ftc|6t'^ ScHriJ 

Phf ^71 1 ^ i5t^ (?r*n ^ i 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in, view fl 
the m(»st conviueing and compelling arguments of my friend, Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim, Government are prepared to change the data to Slst 
December, 1040, by a short notice amendment. 
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Dr* NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have got to oppose this 
8)iort-notice amendment, because we find that Government have never 
been so kind to any private Bill coming from the Opposition or from 
any independent member and we cannot understand why they should 
show any particular favour towards any Bill coming from their own 
party members. 

1 am prepared to concede this to Sir Bijoy if Sir Bijoy or Govern- 
ment extend facilities to this side and accept, let it be, even one Bill 
from this side and allow it to go to the Select Committee and not move 
any dilatory motions to elicit public opinion. It is scandalous that for 
more than two years members on this side of the House have been 
trying to put through Bills, Bills which are most reasonable and 
which are of great public importance, and yet they are thus being 
shelved, because Government do not apply their minds and do not care 
to examine them. We do not like to be treated in this fashion, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I strongly 
repudiate the insinuatiou of my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal. Only 
to-day at tliis sitting the House has passed a non-official Bill sponsored 
by a non-official member elsewhere and sponsored by a non-official 
member in this House. I am j>erft*ctly certain that this Bill would 
not have gone through this House without the help of Government. 

^ br. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It was nioreil by a Cualitiou 
Party member. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was moved 
by Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra who i.s not a Coalition member yet. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It was moved by Khan Bahadur 
Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury, and it is a Benami Bill of Government 
themselves. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a great flight of imagination there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Government sometimes have their 
own party men put up for such purposes to avoid^any trouble, 

Mr. Khnraja SHAHABUDOIN: Sir, it is only a technical objec- 
tion. As far as the Government are concerned, I have assured my 
friend, Mr. Gupta, that up till now we have not taken any technical 
objections about the date or notice or things like that, and I can assure 
Iftm that in future also, we do not intend to take such technical objec- 
tiono. As this is a mere matter of formality, I am sure Mr. Gupta 
will agree. 

20 
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Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 
SirP It is not a question of the Government Chief Whip assuring 
US not to take any such objection. It is a matter entirely for the 
Speaker to decide. I cannot understand how there can be any agree- 
ment with the Government Whip on such matters. I have found that 
there has not been a single instance of such a case in which the Opposi- 
tion has claimed any special privilege or advantage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is about the change of date. There 
have been occasions in which both sides have agreed on the floor of the 
House not to take objections with regard to notices, and I have 
accepted those agreements. So, if both sides agree I can accept it in 
this case also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, let them also give us this 
assurance 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not for me. 1 have notliiug to say about it. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: No, we won't give that 
assurance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: They don’t agree, Sir. We must 
have corresponding assurance from the Whip of the Government. -Let 
us have an assurance that Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s Bill or 
Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra’s Bill or my Bill will be referred to a 
Select Committee. Then we shall agree. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Sir Bijoy, when was notice of 
this amendment given? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is only . a 
suggestion made just now, and I say I am prepared to accept it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Some notice should have been given of that 
motion. 

The Hofi’hle 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: ShaU I move 
the amendment, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Yea, if there ia agreement on both aidee. 

Tha Nan’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 to my 

friends opposite not to be so very technical. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: HeaTens will not fall if tbe date 
is retained as it is in the notice already. Sir, the date is here as ulst 
July, 1941. The Hon’ble Minister proposes to move up to dlst 
December, 1940. There is hardly any difference except that you get 
one budget session only and I am sure that even then they will come 
forward with another dilator^’ motion, because they will not allow 
Mr. Abdul Hakim to have this kind of Bill passed. If that is the 
position I don’t see any reason for accepting the proposal for changing 
the date. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Cannot the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy give an assurance that similar consideration will be extended 
to member of the Opposition with a view to facilitate agreement if he 
is keen on such an agreement? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I don’t think 
Government have ever been unreasonable in such matters. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Opposition has 
never asked for any favours. It is only a question of even-handed 
treatment to both sides. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I am prepared 
to give that assurance if that assurance will satisfy my honourable 
friends opposite. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have three important Bills 
as specific cases, the Bill of Itai llarendra Nath Chaudhuri, the Bill 
of Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra and my own Bill. Let us know the 
position now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are discussing in a different plane. 1 am 
n(ft concerned with the merits. At the moment I am only concerned 
with the technical objection with regard to date. If both sides will 
accommodate each other, then it will be all right. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH pOY: I hope my 
honourable friends have understodod me. I am prepared to give an 
assurance that if they want to change any date or onything like that, 
Government will not certainly insist on technicalities. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I would also want another 
assuranc^, viz., that on the 31st of December, when this circulation 
period will be over, Government will not come forward with any further 
dilatory motion. 
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Mr< SPEAKER: I am afraid your study of politics has been in 
vain. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am moving 
it ill the amended form, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937, be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
31st December, 1940. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI GHOWDHURY: We don’t agree. You 

always say that there are only two sides in this House, but there is the 
third side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In these matters, I have always taken that the 
Opposition move together. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, by way 
of amendment, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st 
December, 1940, was then jm! and a division taken. 

(While the division bell was ringing, there were cries of “shame, 
shame” from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is most unparliamentary that 
at a time when the voting is going on and the members are going to 
exercise free discretion in the matter, there should be any cries of 
“shame” from any side. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir? You said that free voting is going on. If so, would you mind 
asking Mr. Hakim to stand here at the centre and not be dragged to 
vote against his own motion? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: When the 
House is dividing, there cannot be any point of order at this stage. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, that often happens in 
Parlkiment. 

The Home divide! with the following result : 


AM«1 Alii, MlHltRl IN. 

AM«I Halil, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Halt, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Haki«, MaMvI. 

AM«i Makln VlkraaipBri, Haalfl M4. 
AMalHiMM, Mr. A.M. 
AM«l4aNar, Maahrl. 

AMM Ra«ar, Mr. (aHat Lal Maak). 


AYE$~19. 

AM«I Lam ttowaa, Maalvi. 

AMal Ma|M. Mr. SyM. 

AMar RakaiaR, Khaa tahaiar A. r. M. 

AMar Haat, Kbaa tbUb Haalfl 1. 

AMar Raaak. Maaifi. # 

AMat Ibahaai, MaaM Hi. 

AMiar Rata Cbawihary, Rbaa tafeaiar MaaM* 
Abal NaMiiai. Haalfl. 
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am Htuia Afcati, Mr. 

Ai»l QaaMM. Maahri. 

Acliaryya Chaatfliary, Makvaja Baihi Kaata, at 
Maktagacka, Myaiaasiatk. 

Attak Ail. Mr. 

Afiak Hosaia Joariar, Maaivi. 

Akaiari All Eaayatpari, Kkaa Bakatfar Maaiana. 
Akmatf All Mritfka, Maaivi. 

AifaxaMln Akmad, Khan Bakadar Maaivi. 
Amlnallak, Khan Sahib Maaivi. 

Anwarai Aiim, Khan Bakadar Md. 

Aihrafaii. Mr. M. 

AMlad Hataain Khan, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 
Ohiypandala. Mr. 4 . W. 

Das, Mr.Anakui Chandra. 

Oai, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhatan. 

OaM. Baba Oabantfra Nath. 

Ebdar, Mr. Ufiandranath. 

Faziul Qaadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniinih). 

Qomas, Mr. 8. A. 

Qriffltht, Mr. C. 

Haflzaddin Ohoadhuri. Maulvl. 

Hatanvtzaman, Maaivi Md. 

Hasina Marthad, Mrt. M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maaivi. 

Haywood, Mr. Rofora. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maaivi. 

dalaladdin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maaivi. 

Konnady, Mr. I.G. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Mandai, Mr.Jagat Chandra. 


Maniraddin Akhand. Maaivi. 

MWar. Mr. 0. 

Moaloai Aii Moltah, Maaivi. 

Mahammad Ibrahim, Maaivi. 

Muhammad larail, Maaivi. 

Muhammad Siddiqut, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syod. 
Mukhorjoa. Mr.Tarak Nath, M.B.E. 

Muliiek, tho Hoa'bio Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 
Masharruff Hostala. ibo Nan'blo Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustafawial Haquo, Mr. tiyod. 

Mustafa Aii Dowan, Mauivi. 

Nandy. tho Hon'blo Maharaja Sriichandra, el 
Oossimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabtada K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, tho Hon’blo Mr. Frasanna Dob. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy. Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Saflruddin Ahmod, Haji. 

Stnaullah. Ai-HaJ Maulaaa Dr. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Son, Rai Bahadur «lo|mh Chandra, 
borajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmod Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Stovon, Mr.d. W. R. 

Stthrawardy, tho Hon'blo Mr. H. S. 

Walkor, Mr. W. A. M. 

Zahur Ahmod Choudhury, Mauivi. 


NOEt— 56. 


Abdul Wahod, Mauivi. 

Abtti FazI, Mr. Md. 

Ahmod Khan, Mr. Syod. 
Asimuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Banorji, Mr. P. 

Banorji, Mr. Satya Priya. 
Baaorjoo, Mr. Sibnath, 

Banorjoo, Dr. Surosh Chandra. 
Barma, Babu Prom hart. 

Barma, Mr. PusyaJit. 

Barman, Babu thyama Prosad. 
B^an, Babu Upondra Nath. 
Baau, Mr. tantosh Kumar. 

Biswas. Babu Uksbmi Narayan. 
Biswas, Mr. Surondra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 
Ohattopadhyay, Mr. Hartpada. 
Bhavdhttrt, Rai Harondra Natb. 
Das, Babu Radhanatb. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Das Bupta, Babu Kabfoadra Nath. 
Das Bupta, Srtjut Narondra Natb. 
Datta, Mr. Dbirondra Natb. 

Oolui, Mr. Harondra Natb. 

Outta Maxumdar, Mr. Nibaroadu. 
Emdadut Ha^ao, KazL 
timso, Mr. Atul Krisfcaa. 

Rtpia, Mr. /oguh Chandra. 


Bupta. Mr. <1. N. 

Hasan Aii Chowdhury, Mr. lysd. 

•loian, Mr. I. D. 

donab All Majumdar, Maulvl. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bohari. 

Maitro. Mr. Surondra Mohan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Homaprova. 

Mai, Mr. iswar Chandra. 

Mandai, Mr. Amrtta Lai. 

Mandai, Mr. dofondra Nath. 
Maniruzzamao Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mukborjoo, Mr. B. 

Mukhorji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

MoHick, Srtjut Ashutosb. 

Naskor, Mr. Horn Chandra, 

Ramizuddin Abmil, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Ohara Chandra, 
fanyal. Dr. Naiinaksha. 
ton, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Ion Bupta, Mrs. Nollio. 

I babodaii, Mr. 

linha, Srljat Maniadra Bhusan. 
tor, Mr. Harondra Kumar. 


The Ayes being 78 and the Xoes 55, the motion was agreed to, 
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The Bengal Merriege Dowry Prevention Bill, 1938. 

Mauivi AFTAB H088AIN 30ARDAR: Sir, I beg to moTe that 
the Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention Bill, 1939, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, 

(2) Mauivi Moslem Ali Mollah, 

(3) Mauivi Mofizuddin Chowdhury, 

(4) Mauivi Moniruddin Akhand, 

(5) Mr. Md. Barat Ali, 

(6) Mr. Banku Behari Mondal, 

(7) Mr. Itasik Lai Biswas, 

(8) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

(9) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(10) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

(11) Mauivi Md. Mozammel Iluq, 

(12) Mauivi Rajibuddin Tarafdar. 

(13) Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, 

(14) Mr. Birat Chandra Mondal, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th November, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this Bill should go to the 
Select Committee. This is an important Bill and it has created a great 
deal of public interest. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur) 

Sir, 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I think, he can now speak 
on the motion itself ‘and not bn his own amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, be will speak on the motion. 

The Hod’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Sir, the Bill of my friend is just one of the several that will come up 
before the House in the course of the day. Mr, Idris Ahmed Mia has 
brought in a similar Bill and my friend from Faridpur has also a 
Bill of the very same nature. They all want the Bill to be circulated. 
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^ Dh NALINAK 8 HA 8 ANYAL 1 No, they want the Bill to be sent 
to the Select Oommittee. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU 8 HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

This is also a Bill of the same nature. The position is this. This is 
e Bill which wants to put a stop to a social evil. A similar Bill was 
presented before the Upper House by Rai Surendra Narayan Sinha 
Bahadur and it went to the Select Committee. When it come out of 
the Select Committee, it was practically thrown out. (Rai Harendea 
Nath CnAuunuRi: Why.^) The reason is that if you want to tread 
upon social affairs, you will place yourself in such o danjrerous position 
that 5*ou do not know what actually will be the effect of it. You know 
the Bill wants to make illegal all dowry and dowry has been defined^ 
in a particular way. Now, if you say that a man has paid any dowry, 
the effect of that will be that he will be sent to jail for three mouths. 
Suppose you all accept the proposition. (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal : 
Yes, we do.) You may say so but the Upper House threw it out. (Dr. 
Nalikaksiia Sanyal: They are not sufficiently alive to social evils.) 
There the Bill was improved upon by the Select Committee and after 
that, it was thrown out. 

Sir, I was very enthusiastic in the beginning that a Bill of this 
nature would put a stop to a lot of evils and some friends of mine 
approached me to get that Bill passed into law. If that Bill had not 
been thrown out, it would have, by this time, been passed into an Act 
and received the assent of the Governor. But what actually happened 
there has practically made me a coward now. (Laughter.) Although 
you are now pressing for sending the Bill to the Select Committee, if 
you see the shape of the Bill when it comes out of the Select Com^ 
mittee, I am sure, you will at once say “we do not at all want this 
sort of Bill.” (Mr. P. B.anerji: Why?) Why? Because it will be 
very easy for any enemy of yours to bring a criminal case against you 
in the court and send you to jail for three mouths. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
STnyal: Are you opposing this motion?) Wait a bit. 

Sir, I thought that when two other exactly similar Bills will come 
up for circulation, let us wait till then and have only one Bill selected 
out of these and send the same to the Select Comyiittee if the country 
so wishes 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: You have to explain why the notice of the 
amendment was not given in time. 

The.'Hofi’ble Nawtb MU 8 HARRUFF H088AIN, Khiii BAbadur: 

As regai;^8 the notice, I was (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Sleeping I) 
No, not sleeping, but I was thinking that this amendment will not at 
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all be necessary, because I was under the impression that my friend 
will not appear in this House. If you see all the correspondence that 
pa.Hfled between us and the legal opinion that I took on it, you will be 
convinced that we were not sleeping over the matter. We got the 
legal opinion that if my friend cannot be present, this Bill cannot be 
piloted by anybody else and so it will be dropped automatically. Being 
under the impression that he will not actually come to the Assembly, 
I thought that it will be automatically dropped. (Rai Haeendra 
Nath Chaudiiuri : That was a wrong inference.) No, it was not a 
wrong inference. 

Mfi SPEAKER: I had no occasion to go through the Bill itself 
earlier, but on going through it, I find that the scope of the Bill is so 
wide and affects so much of personal and other laws that I feel that I 
will be exercising my discretion quite correctly if I accept this amend- 
ment of the Nawab Sahib even at a short notice. The reason is that) 
if you merely give an ornament to your daugliter, under this Bill, it 
will be a dowry and at once you may be penalised. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. So far 
as you are concerned, you will kindly exercise your authoriiy not on 
the merit of the Bill, but on the merit of the motion that has come 
before us. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But I must say that it is unfortunate that Gov- 
ernment should be sending so many short-notice amendments one after 
another particularly on non-official Bills. If Government are not 
ready with the Bills, if Government have not made any decision or 
have not come to a definite opinion, it is no use convening this Legisla- 
ture. The same thing has happened with the Co-operative Bill, with 
our first Bill to-day, wuth this Bill and probably wuth others. I am 
afraid that if tilings are going to be like this, the only position for 
us is absolutely to refuse to function. I am not attributing anything 
but when these Bills are introduced, Government must make up their 
mind beforehand. 

Dr. KALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They know that the Speaker’s 
Department is now jinder the Home Deparment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I might say, Dr. Sanyal, that you have always 
got the wrong diagnosis and here also it is a wrong diagnosis. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 beg to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be recircujated for 
the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 26th January, 
1941. 
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Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Independence Day! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Why this jiarticular date has been 
chosen ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Be will eiiteitain you with a ilinner. 

The motion of the Iloirhlo Nawab MusharrutY Ilossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that the Bill be recireiilatod for the purjXKse of eliciting 
further opinion thereon by the 2Gth January, 1941, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Bengal Village SeINGovemment (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL; I beg to move that the Bengal 
Village Self-tioverninent (Amendment) Bill, 1949, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Ilon’ble Nawab Khwaja Ilabibullah Baliadur, of Daceu, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Tlashem A)i Khan, 

(d) Mauivi Shah Abdul ITaniid, 

(4) Khan Saliib Aminulla, 

(5) Khan Sahib ITatem Ali Jamadar, 

(G) Mauivi Idris Ahmad Min, 

(7) Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad, 

(8) Dr. Nalinakslia .San\al, 

(9) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(10) Balm Rasik Lnl Bi^^was, 

(11) Mr. Ahmed ITosain, 

(12) Mauivi Ilafizuddin Chowdhury, 

(13) Mauivi AIkIuI Wuhab Khan, 

(14) Mauivi Abul Ilus.sain Ahmed, 

(15) Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood, 

(IG) Mauivi Jonah Ali Mazumdar, and 
(17) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th October, 1940, the 
number of inemliers forming the quorum being five. 

Mr/8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Before the honourable member 
goes on further, may I enquire whether Nawabzada K. Nasarullah will 
move his motion for recirculation? 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Yea, he will move his motion and thire is another 

motion of Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: If Government Party want to 
move a motion for recirculation, then we may take it that the motion 
will be carried. So instead of losing more time over this motion, you 
should see that other members also get an opportunity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this is only fair. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: We will accept the motion of Maulvi 
Muhammad Israil with a slight change in the date. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You move your substantive motion. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 beg to move that in the motion 
of Maulvi Muhammad Israil for the expression “30th October, 1940,” 
the expression “Slst December, 1940,” be substituted. 

(Maulvi Muhammad Israil got up to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you ought to have spoken immediately 
after you moved your motion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: As soon as I rose, Mr. Biswas rose 
in his seat. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The next motion has been 
moved, how can he speak now? 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: 1 was going to speak, but 
Mr. Biswas rose and I thought it was on a point of order. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order. No 
member can speak on a motion twice. He has spoken once and he can- 
not speak again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In this case I think Mr. Israil might be allowed 
to speak. A point of order was raised and simultaneously Mr. Shahab- 
uddin moved his motion. You will recognise that Mr. Israil had no 
opportunity to speak. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: So far as this Bill is concerned, 
it has been circulated for opinion and opinions have come. By clause 
2A, I propose to abolish the nomination system in the union boards. 
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Most of the Ristrict Magistrates vested with the poww of making 
i^ominatioD have expressed the opinion that nomination should be 
abolished. I may refer to the opinion of the District Magistrate of 
Mymensingh. He says; “Clause 2A contemplates the elimination of 
the system of nominations by the District Magistrates to local bodies. 
On this head I am, after an extensive experience of district conditions 
in Bengal, in complete agreement with the framer of the Bill. At the 
beginning there may have been some justification for nominations to 
such bodies so as to ensure that they might be started on the right 
lines, but with the general extension of the system of election to local 
bodies and the accompanying widening t)f the ex|)erience in running 
such institutions, it is becoming more and more difficult to justify the 
retention of the system of nomination.’^ The Commissioner of the 
Dacca Division entirely endorses the view of the District Magistrate of 
Mymensingh. He says: “I do not see any valid objection to the aboli- 
tion of nominations in the case of union boards; in moat places the union 
board voters are nowadays competent to choose as their own represen- 
tatives persons capable of conducting the affairs of the union without 
the help of nominated members. There are several other District 
Magistrates who endorse exactly the same view.” I do not think that 
Government or anybody else can have any objection to the abolition of 
nomination in union boards when the District Magistrate in whom the 
power is vested wants its alx)lition. Also some public bodies which 
have given their opinion have expressed themselves for the abolition of 
nomination. 

There is another point in which I lay stre.ss that is introduction of 
secret ballot in union board election. So far as the District Officers 
are concerned, they have raised some objections, that also only on the 
ground of cost. The District Magistrate of Bakarganj has suggested 
that secret ballot involves no costs. His suggCwStion is given below : 
“I agree that election to a union board should be by secret ballot, and 

the last year I have used a system of .secret ballot' in this district, 
by which only the presiding officer, who i.s a Government servant and 
■who must be presumed impartial, knows for whom the votes are cast. 
The svvstem involves no cost, and has greatly facilitated the work at 
election time.” The only objection with regard to voting by luillot 
was due to its cost and the union board which lyis got slender means 
will not be able to finance this cost. But the District Magistrate of 
Bakarganj has shown the way. He says that he has himself experi- 
mented the way and that involves no cost. So, I think so far as voting 
by secret ballot is concerned, it involves no cost. There is a cry every- 
where in the country that votes should be cast by secret ballot. In an 
union tfoard election a voter has openly to speak out the name of the 
candidat^. This is very undesirable in view of the fact that voters can- 
not exercise their votes freely. 
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Then there are clauses 4, 5 and 6. These clauses deal with the 
api)ointment and dismissal of the chaukidars and dafadars. So far as 
these are concerned, the union board pays the entire cost. My main 
objection is that even nowadays the union board makes nomination but 
the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police who are vested 
with the power of making appointment know nothing about it. It goes 
straightaway to the clerk of the Subdivisional Officer who makes some 
money out of it and then it goes to the thana officer who also makes 
some money. Some may object to it on the ground that if the power 
of the District Magistrate is dispensed with, then there will be corrup- 
tion. I submit that now there is corruption in three wheels then it wnll 
be limited to one only. If there is any corruption in the union board 
there is corruption in the clerk of the Subdivisional Officer and also in 
the officer in charge of the thana in these api>ointrnents. 

So far as dismissal is concerned, the same is the case. Moreover, 
Sir, the chaukidars and the dafadars do not care for the President, 
because they know that he can neither appoint them nor dismiss them. 
So great difficulty is being experienced by the Presidents in getting 
their work executed. Clause 21 in the Bill proposes that the number 
of chaukidar and dafadar and the salary to be paid to them are to be 
determined by the District Magistrate. In my own district, Sir, the 
District Magistrate raised the salary of the chaukidars and dafadars 
without consulting the opinion of the union boards, although it is 
expressly provided in section 21 of the present Act that he should con- 
sult them lK*fore making any decision and that caused stir in the whole 
district, because that was done at a time when the assessment was over 
and the salary of the chaukidars and the dafadars was raised by lls. 2 
or lls. 3 per mensem and that involved an expenditure of Its. 500 to 
Its. GOO {x^r union board. And Ix'cause this power was vested in the 
District Magistrate this was possible to be done. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: On a point of information, Sir, 
May I enquire whether the motion for circulation will be moved or has 
been moved? If it is not moved, then there is no use in speaking on 
this matter further. My friend will please remember that to-day is a 
non-official day and this Bill is going to have an easy passage. I there- 
fore hope that he should not take much time over his speech. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: The number of chaukidars and 
dafadars is to be determined by the Collector and in one instance, Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Alfazuddin Ahmed, M.L.A., pointed out to me that in 
one case a village was washed away by the river and they proposed that 
one of the chaukidars w ho used to serve that particular village .may be 
diminished but the Collector did not agree. It goes to show. Sir, that 
though a particular village may not exist, yet the chaukidar must be 
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maintained ! So, Sir, I think that this power must be withdrawn from 
the Magistrate, and there are three other points to which I will refer. 
One is regarding section 37. Now, under the present Act the local 
Government is not bound to make any contribution whatsoever to the 
imion board funds, though it is provided that they may make some con- 
tribution. By omission of the words *‘if any” I make it obligatory on 
the Provincial Government to make some contribution to the union 
board. The other two are power of vesting the power of revising the 
assessment on the Subdivisional Officer and the power of revising the 
decision of a union court to be vested on the SulKlivisional Munsif or 
the senior Munsif of a subdivision. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. 1 rise just to wish 
good luck to the honourable member opposite who has moved this 
Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill. 1 hope, Sir, 
he will meet w’ith better luck than myself. Sir, I not only proposed 
8U(‘li a Bill in the old Legislative Council in 19‘AS but in the teeth of 
Government opposition also carried the Bill through the Council. It 
was only when the Bill was pa,ssed in the teeth of Government ojiposi- 
tion and sent up to the (jovernor that it was negatived by him. That 
was the only non-official Bill or rather one of the two non-ofliciul Jblls 
that were i)a.>sed in the old Council. One wa.s, if I remember aright, 
regarding the amalgamation of the (k»s.sipoie-(diit])ore Muni(’ij)aii1 v 
and the other was my Bill for the amendment of the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act of 1919. I therefore, wish my friend good luck, 
at any rate, better luck than mine, and 1 hope that it will be ])o>sible 
for biin in the present cireuinstanees to get his Bill enacted as the 
law of the land. 

Sir, it is an anomaly that the union Inianls have got to dejM*nd on 
the District Magistrate’s distretiou in the mutter of appoint nienl and 
dismissal of ehaukidars not only so, but also in the mutter of the 
determination of their pay, etc. If is the union boards that have got 
to pay for the piper, but it rests with the Di.strict Magistrate to call 
the tune. I say, Sir, that it is absolutely an anomalous position — an 
obvious anachronism in the present day and the sooner such a posi- 
tion is changed the better for the country. » 

Then, Sir, there are Sfune other salutary provisions in the Bill and 
I hope these provisions also will be accepted by the Select Committee 
and eventually passed by this Legislature. 

The jnotion of Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin that in the motion of 
Maulvi* Muhammad Israil for the expression ”30th October, 1940 ", 
the exjfression “dlst December, 1940/' be substituted w^as tlieu put and 
agreed tb. 
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The original motion of Maulri M^ihammad Israil as amended — 

“That the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 

1939, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan, 

(3) Maulvi Shah Abdul Hamid, 

(4) Khan Sahib Aminullah, 

(5) Khan Sahib Hatem Ali Jamadar, 

(6) Maulvi Idris Ahmad Mia, 

(7) Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad, 

(8) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(9) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(10) Balm Rasik Lai Biswas, 

(11) Mr. Ahmed Hosain, 

(12) Maulvi Hafizuddin Chowdhury, 

(13) Maulvi Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(14) Maulvi Abul Hussain Ahmed, 

(15) Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, 

(16) Maulvi Jonab Ali Mazumdar, and 

(17) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st December, 

1940, the number of members forming the quorum l)eing 
five.” 

was then put and agreed to. 


Th# Bengal Modioai (Amendment) BilIp 1937. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move under the 
proviso to rule 1932) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules, that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I further beg to move that 
the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

(2) Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Dacca University), 

(3) Dr. Sanaullah, 
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(4) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(5) Kban Bahadur Mohammed Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) pabu Khagendra Naih Das Gupta, 

(8) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(9) Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan Das, 

(10) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the ‘10th November, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being four. 

Sir, I have omitted the name of Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq from 
the personnel of the Select Committee as I have not obtained his 
consent. 

Sir, in moving this Medical Amendment Bill for reference to a 
Select Committee, I beg to say that this Bill is as old as the (dd Bengal 
Legislative Council. It was taken up before by Mr. Kazhil lliKp now 
our Hon’ble Chief Minister, but it could not be considered in the 
House because he was sent to the Central Assembly at the tinn‘, and 
the matter was dropped. Then, Sir, it w’as taken up by the late Mr. 
ditendra Lai Banerji but the Bill was defeated. It was again taken 
up by Mr. (now' Hon’ble) Mukunda Behary Mullick but it too received 
the same fate. Now, Sir, in this House it was taken up by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan when he was a private member but 
nothing came out of it. Then, Sir, .several Bills of similar character 
were sponsored by Dr. Sanaullah, Maulvi Md. Mo/.ummal Huq and 
by Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta all of whom I have made members 
of the Select Committee proposed by me. The fact that so many 
members had raised this matter shows tlie importance of the Bill. In 
fact, since the Medical Amendment Bill was passed the matter was 
biing agitated and it was thought that great injustice had been done 
to those doctors at that time who had otherwise qualified themselves 
but were disqualified by the Bengal Medical Act. Therefore, Sir, 
several attempts were made to make tho.se doctors qualified but failed. 
It is a fact that at the time of passing of the Medical Act there were 
private medical schools and colleges also — there #i’as one Government 
college. So, a large number of students used to pass from those 
private schools and colleges and they were allowed to practise just as 
the doctors from the Government medical schools and colleges. Now, 
suddenly the Act was passed in 1914 a^id these doctors who used to 
come from private schools and colleges were disqualified. In England 
^d other countries when the Medical Act came into force there those 
doctors ijyho were practising at the time were recogni.sed to be qualified 
doctors. But, Sir, in this country there is a different rule. Now, 



m 


NON-OFFICIAL HEMBEBS’ BILLS. [ 26 t« JuLt, 


after the passing of the Bengal Medical Act students coming from 
the National Medical College and other colleges were made qualified. 
But the students passing from those colleges were not qualified before 
tliose institutions were recognised by the Government. 

Now, Sir, this anomalous position was created a long time ago 
and something should be done to remedy it. The Government, indeed, 
held examination for only two or three years for these disqualified 
students. But it is not quite sufficient for all the doctors to appear in 
those examinations and get themselves qualified. What I have 
proposed in this Bill is that so far as these medical men are concerned, 
who came out successful from private schools and colleges when there 
was no Medical Act, they should be taken at once as qualified doctors 
as ill England and in other places. Those doctors who came after- 
wards should be asked to sit in an examination and if they are found 
qualified, they shmild be allowed to jiractise as qualified doctors. 
That is a simple proposition. I think there is nothing wrong in it. 
The Government may hold an examination and if they find on exami- 
vation that these doctors are qualified, it is then and tlien only those 
wil! bo taken as (qualified doctors, otherwise not. In faid the purj)o>e 
of njy Bill has been supported by no less a person than Sir Nilratan 
Sircar, and also to some extent by Dr. B. C. Roy. It is only justice 
that these doctors who had come from private schools and colleges, 
should be given an opportunity to get themselves qualified. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Sir, I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill be recircuJat- 
e<l for the purjiose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the dlst 
December, 1940. 

The motion of Nawabzada K. Nasarullali that the Bengal Medical 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937, be recirculated for the purpose of eliciting 
further opinion thereon by the Olst December, 1940, was then put and 
agreed to. 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. 8UIIENDRA MOHAN MAITRA. Sir, I beg to move under 
the proviso to rule 19(;?) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules that the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, be 
continued. ’ 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Sir, I beg to move that the said Bill be referred to a Select 
Cbminittee consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Maharaja Sashikanta Acharyya Choudhury, of Muktagacha, 

(3) Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 

(4) Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, 

(5) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(6) Khan Bahadur A. M, L. Rahman, 

(7) Khan Sahib Maulvi S. Abdur Rauf, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, 

(9) Mr. vSyed Badniddoja, 

(10) Kazi Emdadul Huq, 

(11) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(12) Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(13) Mr. Monmohan Das, 

(14) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 1st September, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, no consent has been received from the 
proposed members of the Select Committee. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I have given it to-day, Sir. 
Only Mr. Hendry’s consent has not been obtained. 

Sir, I do not propose to take up much of the time of this House, 
because 1 know perfectly well that I am riding for a fall. But all 
thrft I want to impress upon the House is that my Bill is not of sucli 
a revolutionary nature as the Court of Wards Amendment Act that 
was passed some time ago. In the working of this Act I have myself 
found some very great hardship caused both to tenant and zamindars 
alike. Even the debt incurred by the Court of Wards has been given 
the protection of 11 years during which Civil C^^mrt cannot be pul 
into motion to realize the debts. Then, in the case of the zamindar who 
has got a patni taluk under him, if the paint talukdar is under the 
Court of Wards, the Court of Wards afford protection to the patnuhr 
against the tenure being sold under regulation 8. The result is tliat 
the zamindar has to pay the revenue all the same without getting any 
rent frozff the patnida/rs themselves. How can such a provision be 
tolerated?' If the present system of permanent settlement and the 
21 
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zaraindari order are to continue, I think the zamindars not under the 
protecting wing of the estate also have some claim to be saved by 
the Government. Simply because the estate comes under the Court 
of Wards and gets the protection of the Court, therefore all the 
other interests should be brushed aside, all other consideration should 
not be looked into, that is not a fair deal. 

Then, there is another provision, which I think is also necessary. 
1 am incorporating in my Bill that in the matter of appointment of 
managers, the owner who himself saj's that he is not qualified to 
manage the property should be appointed as manager. I have also 
included Ihe ward or any member of the ward’s family. Fnder no 
circumstances should an owner of the property be appointed as manager 
under the Court of Wards, and I know even in my district, the 
result is very unsatisfactory. The result is not only unsatisfactory, 
hut, Sir, they are very tyrannous on the tenants. They wreak their 
vengeance on those recalcitrant tenants who were not obedient to the 
landlord. So, I think this provision should be placed in the Statute 
Book . 

regards the four years during which the Civil Court will not 
execule the decree, I have given the Court (d course some hreathing 
time no douht. I have limited it to two years only and I think under 
tile alile management of the Court of Wards, two years are enough 
to adjust its liability. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the riouse. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this motion of Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra. There are four 
proposals in this Bill. The first one is that the protection given under 
section IOC of the Court of Wards Act should be limited to liabilities 
incurred by an estate before the assumption of charge of the property 
by the Court of Wards. I do not think there is any difference between 
the honourable member’s suggestion and actual practice because **the 
Court of Wards, after the estate comes under it, incurs liability only 
for the sake of consolidating previous debts and the Court of Wards 
never incurs liability unless it finds that the estate is in a position to 
meet the liability. So, I do not think there is any justification for 
the suggestion in clause 2 (1) (a) of the honourable member’s Bill. 

Then, as regards the next point, namely, that the time-limit should 
be reduced from 4 years to 2, I venture to submit that it will not help 
anybody because if the estate is quickly brought to sale, I do not think 
that the creditors are going to be benefited. If the Court of Wards 
get eufificient time to collect and pay off the creditors, at least all the 
secured creditors stand a chance of getting 12 annas in the rupee even 
if they agree to some reduction, but if the estate is quickly brought 
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to sale, probably one creditor who will bring the estate to sale or 
another creditor, will be benefited by that and the rest will get nothing. 
In the original Act, the time-limit was one year but it had to be 
increased to 4 years. Now, the suggestion is to reduce it to 2 years. 
Sir, in the case of estates which have properties in more than one 
district and which are lieavily encumbered with a large number of 
creditors, it is not always possible to find out the liabilities and assets 
of the estate within a limited period of two years and therefore for 
better management it is necessary' that the period should be four years. 

Now, as regards reducing the period of 7 years, so long as the 
creditor gets his interest I do not think he will have any grievance. 
I am almost certain that no creditor wants to bring an estate quickly 
to sale so long as he is paid the interest. 

As regards the last but one proposal, namely, “provided that nothing 
in this sub-section shall in any way affect or limit the provisions 
contained in Regulation Till of 1819”, my submissions are these; 
If an estate has patni in it and if the pafm rent cannot be paid to the 
zemindar, as a matter of fact the Court of Wards always makes a 
desperate attempt to pay the patni rent, but if it fails to do so and if 
for that reason the zemindar is in difficulty in paying Ills revenue, as 
a rule the Board of Revenue tries to accommodate the zemindar, so 
that his property is not brought to sale. That is the present arrange- 
ment. So, I do not think that zemindars should liave any grievance 
on that account. 

Then as regards the last proposal, namely, that “provided it shall 
not be lawful for the Court to appoint as manager the ward or any 
member of the ward’s family,” T think it is a very unreasonable 
proposal, because sometimes it i.s very nerc'ssary that the future 
proprietors should he given proper training in zemindary management. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I find some reason for that. 
But what is the necessity for appointing a proprietor? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sometimes it is 
also neces.sary. For instance, the proprietor has just attained 
majority; the father incurred a debt and the proprietor is not yot 
conversant with zemindary management. Though technically he is the 
proprietor, he is not yet competent to manage th^ property. It is not 
only the duty of the Court- of Wards to make the property free from 
encumbrance but also to train up the proprietor. So, on that account T 
oppose this proposal too. 

With* these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

# • 

Rai'HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI; It is our fate to t).- 

opposed Always ! 
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Mfi SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, do you expect a division on this motion? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May not be, Sir. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Maharaja Sasikanta Acharya Choudhury of Muktagacha, 

(3) Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu, 

(4) Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, 

(5) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(G) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(7) Khan Sahib Maulvi S. Abdur Rauf, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmood, 

(9) Mr. Syed Budruddoza, 

(10) Kazi Emdadul Huq, 

(11) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(12) Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(13) Mr. Monmohan Das, 

(14) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 1st September, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put 
and lost. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for twenty minutes.) 

( After adjournment,) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: There is no quorum. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please ring the bell. 

(The quorum bell was rung for sometime, but still there was no 
quorum.) ^ 


Adjournment. 

There being no quorum — 

t t 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 2Sth July, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Ilonse, Calcutta, on Moiulay, 
the 2^h July, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon'hle Khan Bahadur AztzrL llun'K. c.i.f.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon'hle Ministers and 214 ineinhers. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, last Friday I had to close the debate 
all on a sudden as I was suffering from acute toothache and almost 
immediately I had to <ro to bed. I am still fetdinj; very weak and, 
I am afraid, I may not he able to be firesent the whole oi the day 
and in that case the Deputy Speaker will preside in my absem e. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Theft case in the Bag-8rirampore Post Office in Narail polioe-etation. 

•78. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Political) Department aware — 

(t) that an insured cover to the value of Ps. 3,000 was stolen in 
the Bag-Srirampore Post Office in Xarail iJolice-station of 
the district of Jessore in September last; 
iii) that the Police of the said jKdice-station submitted a charge 
sheet against all the acciised persons to the SulKlivisional 
Officer, Narail, who sent them all to the Sessions Court, 
Jessore, for trial; ^ 

(uV) that the Sessions Judge in course of trial passed a remark that 
Police had got some innocent persons involved in the said 
theft case and acquitted the accused |>ersonK; and 
(tv) that the Sessions Judge remarked in his judgment that the 
Police Officers and the Inspector of Post Office (Eastern 
Subdivision), Jessore Division, made a conspiracy, let off 
the real culprit and got the said innocent persons involved 
therein ? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Govern^ 
merit for the anest and prosecution of the real culprit? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Police took down, according to the remark 
of the Session h Judge, in their diary, names of many j>erson8 except 
those who were actually sent up for trial, but omitted the name of the 
real culprit? 

(d) What is the reason of such omission and commission? 

(e) Is it a fact that the jiersons whose names were noted down in 
the Police diary have been rendered dis([ualified for holding any jx)st 
in Government service? 

(J) If the answer to (e) is in the affiiinative, aie the Government 
considering it desirable to condone all these cases and see that these 
men do not suffer any longer in future? It not, why not? 

{()) If the reply to {a) (ir) is in the affirmative, who is responsible 
for the loss of public money ? 

(/») What steps have lieeii taken or are intended to be taken by 
the Government for the realisation of the said amount of money and 
from whom? 

(/) Do the Government conlemplat«^ laying on the table a copy ot 
the Judgment delivered by the Sessions Judge of Jessore regarding 
the theft case in the Bag-Sriramiiore Post Office? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (o) (G and yes. 

(/./;) No such remark was passed in acquitting the accused. 

{iv) The Sessions Judge did not pass any such remark. 

(h), (d) and (c) to (//) Do not arise. 

(c) No such remark -was passed by the Sessions Judge. 

(h) This is a concern of the Central Government. 

(0 Copy is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whec'her the trying Judge has passed any strictures 
upon the police? 

The Hon^le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will refer the honour- 
able member to the copy of the judgment laid on the Library table. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will ihe Honble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the real culprit has been arrested* and put 
under trial ? 
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TIm Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As the judgment has 
been laid on the Library table, th^ information is already there. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Sir, it is stated in the ques. 
tion ad well as in the answer that the a<*(‘used persiins were all ae(piitted 
and nobody was found guilty, but still there was the theft. So I am 
asking whether the real culprit has been arrested and put under trials 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add to what I have already stated in my answer. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the lloirble Minister be 
pleased to state if any attempt has been made by the i)olice to arrest 
the real culprit? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Evidently everything 
possible has ]>een done. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (A), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of 
finding out the real culprit? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I submit that as the 
honourable member’s statements are all incorrect, it is no use trying 
to cover up one’s mistake by asking questions of this nature. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to .submit that the 
reply to question (h) has not been in proper order. The Jlon’hle 
Minister has not given any reply >^hat.soever to the point. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to question {a)(iv) and to the reply to it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the latter part of (question 

gayiH — “what steps have been taken In the (Jovernment for the arrest 
and prosecution of the real culprit” and the answer is “does not arise.” 
Sir, surely that question ari.ses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not understand what is meant by “real 
culprit,” 

• Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The copy that has been laid 
the Libihry table says — “The jury has returned a unanimous verdict 
of not gu41ty against both the accused. I accept the same and find 
them not guilty under section 52 of the Indian Post O^ice Act. The 
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accused Motilal Chatterjee and Krishna Chandra Pramanik are accord- 
ingly acquitted of the olFenoe with which they have been charged and 
they are directed to be set at liberty at once.” So, what about the 
real culprit? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the meaning of “real culprit”? There 
may be only culprit. You may ask if any further step.s have been 
taken in the matter. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: All right, Sir. Will the Hoii’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of taking further steps 
to find out the culprit. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I know, every 
attempt has been made. But if the honourable member can give some 
information that will lead to the detection of the culprit, we will certain- 
ly take every step to find out the culprit. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to reply (h), where 
the Hon’ble Minister says, “This is a concern of the Central Govern- 
ment,” does this mean that the Provincial Government having an 
autonomous capacity will absolve itself of any responsibility of realis- 
ing the money from the culprit? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of deputing a Special Officer to find 
out the culprit? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have never heard of finding out culprits. 
Culprits cannot be found in streets and jungles! (Tiaughter.) 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of importing somebody from the Scotland 
Yard to find out the real culprit? (T.aughter.) 

(No reply.) 


Increased price of quinine. 

•79. Maulvi MU. ISRAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware — 
(/) that the price of quinine has of late gone up xery high; and 
(u) that the total amount allotted for the free distribution in the 
current year has proved to be inadequate for the minimum 
demand of the Province? 

(b) If so, what action do the Government contemplate^ taking in 
the matter ? 
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The Hon'ble Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH HOY (on behalf ef the 
Hen'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daooa, Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Solf-Covemment Oapartment) : 

(a) (i) les, the price of quinine has had to be increased for unavoidable 
reasons. 

(n) The provision for free (Jistrihution of qiiiiiine is being gradually 
increased. It is not contemplated that this grant would meet the 
entire demand of the Province for cjuinino. 

(6) The budget provision for free distribution of quinine has been 
increased this year by Ps.l,00,(KK). Further increase of the grant is 
under my consideration. 

Mfe CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and Local Self-Govcrnmentil^ OT 
^ Supplementary Question 

Supplementary Question If?, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no better control over the Ministry in that 
respect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (n){i)^ 
will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state the nature of the unavoid- 
able reasons referred to in the answer? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The priie of 
quinine has gone up due to the international situation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilorrble Minister be 
pleased to state if the cost of production oi Ilengal quinine has gone 
up as a result of the international situation? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 ask for 
notice. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be is aware that the pric.e of (luinine formerly wa.s 
decided upon as a result of an agreement between the Dutch mann- 
facturers and the local manufacturers, by the Government so that 
pobody, could undercut each otlier in the Indian market? 

« 

The Hen'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is supply- 
ing information and not asking for information. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS As the Hon’ble Minister wanted 
notice, I wanted to refresh bis memory by referring to the arrangement 
that was there, and this was mentioned in the House during the last 
year’s budget discussion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is known 
to everybody. That is supplying information and not asking for any 
information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As the Eon’ble Minister is not the 
Minister in charge of the Department, I reminded him of this. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I was the 

Minister who did it. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I can assure you that Sir Bijoy know’s more about 
the quinine matter than anybody else. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that as a result of the present high prices, 
the Government of Bengal is making a very large amount of profit 
out of quinine manufacture? 

Mr, SPEAKER: So far as I understand, the prices of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal are also in parity with the market prices. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The position is 
this. Government had to increase the price of quinine just to keep 
parity between the price of the imported quinine and the locally 
produced quinine. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. After 
the explanation that wo have had from the Hon'ble Minister on the 
Government jmlicy when we from this side of the House as well as 
from the other side were jiressing for chea])er quinine as a result where- 
of we were told that although the Government of Bengal were in a 
position to supply quinine cheaper, because their cost of production 
was much lower — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you put the question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will soon follow They 

could not do it because they were afraid of Dutch Kino Bureau under% 
cutting the rate. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
results are aj)prehended, if the quinine production by the Government 
Quinine Factoiy is supplied cheap by the Government of Bengal? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. there is 

always an apprehension of quinine getting into the hands of profiteers. 
They will be making large profits if it is sold at a much lower price 
than the imported quinine. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to state if Government could avoid jirofiteering by supplying 
cheap quinine through post offices for sale in small quantity and through 
jails as has been the practice? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government as 
a matter of fact used to sell quinine through post offices, but if the 
price is lowered very much, then there is the risk of the whole quinine 
being stocked by the profiteers who w'ill try to sell and make large 
profit at the cost of the public. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Tlon’ble Minister It 
pleased to enlighten us as to what was the price prevailing before tlu‘ 
war and what the price just now is? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The pre-war 
price of quinine sulpliate was Rs. 18 jier lb. The ju’csent price* is 
Rs. 24 per lb. The pre-war pri(;e of quinine tablet was Its. lo-S per 
lb. The present price is Rs. 20-11. The ])re-war price of cinclioua 
febrifuge pow'der was Rs. 0; its present price is Rs. 12 and the corres- 
ponding prices of the tabloid are Its. 10 and Rs. 18 per lb. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the llon'ble MiniHt(*r be 
pleased to enlighten us by stating the percentage of profit Government 
have made upon it? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not think 
Goirernment have yet calculated the profit. It is too early to ilo that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what will the Government do with the extra profit? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any arrangement has been made with the distributing 
agents who get a certain percentage of the price at wliit h (juinine i.s 

sold, so that they may not get abnormally higJi commission? 

* • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The terms are 
governed ^ly the contract. They cannot charge an abnormally liigh 
price. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALS Probably I have not been clear 
enough. The contract is that a certain percentage of the price will 
be paid by way of commission. It is 25 per cent. Supposing the price 
is raised by Bs. 4, Re. 1 at once goes to the agent for doing nothing 
more than what he has been doing. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will you repeat 
the question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says that if your contract is to give a certain 
percentage of the total price as commission to the agent, then as soon 
as the price goes up, he gets an extra commission. For example, if 
the price be Rs. 20, the commission on the basis of 20 per cent, will 
he Rs. 4, If the price goes up to Rs. 25, the commission will be Rs. 5. 
The result will be that the agent will ipw facto get an extra rupee. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is difficult to 
deviate from the terms of the contract. There is a period for which 
the contract runs. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any attempt has been made to find out that no undue 
profit goes to the agent as a result of the rise in price due to the inter- 
national situation? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Arrangement for praiyers for Muslim prisoners and undertrial prisoners 

in Jails. • 

*80. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Depart- 
ment 1)6 pleased to state whether there is any amngement for the 
Muslim prisoners anVl undertrial i>risoner8 to perform their daily (oktia) 
namaj^ Jnmina Namaj, Id and Bakr Id prayers in the jail? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hoa’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how the prayers are iierform^ in tte 
Jessore district jail and in the other four sub- jails ? ^ 

(d) Is there any Imam for the purpose? 
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Th# Hon'Me Khw«ja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) The daily prayers are said by the prisoners themselves 
without an outside Imam. In Jessore Jail an outside Imam is 
ap^mted for conducting Friday and Id prayers. In Jhenida, Magura 
wd Bongaon sub-jails Friday prayers are said without an outside 
Imam. In Narail sub-jail Jumma prayers are not held at present but 
an arrangement is being made for holding the Jumma prayers without 
outside iTTiUTtis as in the other three sub-jails. 

In Magura, Bongaon and Narail sub-jails outside Irnam^i are 
appointed for conducting Id prayers but in Jhenida sub-jail the Id 
prayers are conducted by a prisoner selected by the prisoners from 
among themselves. Steps are being taken to arrange for the upjxiint- 
ment of an outside Imam for the two Id days in Jhenida sub-jail. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any provision for the remuneration 
of the Imams who come from outside to conduct the prayer? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(r) and (d), will the Hon'ble Minister be plea.sed to state why the 
Jumma prayer is not held in the Narail Sub-Jail at present? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Evidently there has not 
been any demand for it. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon He Minister 
be^pleased to state if it is a fact that llie working jieriod of the jirisoner.s 
is from 6 a.m. to 12 noon and from 2 p.m. to G p.m.? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask for notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that, in the absence of any remuneration, no suitable Imams are coming 
forward to conduct the prayer, but only incompetent Imams are avail- 
able? 

The'Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If that is so, I think 
it is verf tragic. 
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Prometiofi of oomp^ent graduate clerks to the cadre of Sub-Deputy 

Collector. 

*81. Dr. SANAULLAHz (a) Is the UouM^le Minister in iharge of 
the Home Department aware that Settlement Kanungos, Sub-Registrars, 
Co-operative Inspectors and Special Officers (Debt Settlement Board) 
are eligible few promotion to the rank of Sub-Deputy Collectcws? 

(h) If 80, are the Government considering the desirability of pro- 
moting a certain j/crcentage of competent graduate clerks serving in 
various Government dejxirtmenis to the rank of Sub-Deputy Collector 
or any other officer of similar rank in other branches of Government? 

{(’) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state w’hen it is' likely to take effect? 

{(J) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hou’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) Ves. 

[h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

{(I) It is not consideied that their work and training suits them tor 
carrying out the duties of an executive officer. 


Delay in payment of grant-in-aid to educational institutions. 

*82. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Deixirtment awaie — 

(i) that grant-in-aid of the Government-aided institutions is kept 

entirely 8U8{)ended from March to July evei^ year; and 

(ii) that the delay of non-payment of the grant-in-aid causes 

inconvenience to the teacher's? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter l)e pleased to state what action he proposes to take for the early 
payment of the grar^f-in-aid P 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) No. 

(fV) Does not arise. 

(h) The question does not arise. Government are however trying 
Ir. simplify the existing rules of payment of grant-in-aid. * 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

|>l6a8ed to state if he is aware that prants-in-aid are not rejjfularly and 
monthly paid? 

Tha Hon’bio Mr^ Ai Ki FAZLUL HUQS I have heard roin plaints 
to that effect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister l e 

pleased to state if Government have started any enquiry into t]ie>e 
complaints? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think Director ot Public 
Instruction is looking into this matter; 1 don’t know. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY • Will the ll(»n'ble Ministtu' 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that after the Ihidget is passi'd b\ the 

Assembly, the Finance Department cannot manage to send the budgei 

to the Director of Public Instruction earlier than June and the Inspec* 
torate cannot manage to jiay any bill before July or I be fii .st day ol 
Atigust to any school in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is some dtlay. 1 

do not think it so late as elune. If any such case is brought to m> 

notice, I will look into the matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In \iew of bis an^uer 
that there are complaints in these matters, is tlie Jlon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of remo\ing the (‘uuse of com])laint? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I beard complaints, and 

I asked the Director of Public Instruction to en(|uire into the matter, 

but I do not know what has happened. If the lionourable member so 
desires, I wdll find it out. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI. Yes; we desire. 

Medical oertiflcate granted by Mahamohopadhyas and 8hifa-uLmulk. 

•83. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Iloaith and Tiocal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether certificates granted by Maha- 
mahopadbyaya and Yidyaratna or Shifa-ul-mulk practising medic ine 
are recognised by Government officers and judicial officers and courts? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
^‘onsidering the desirability of issuing instructions for treatment of such 
certifidhtes on footing equal to those granted by registeretl medical 
practitidhers ? 
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The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on bolialf of the 
Hoffi’blo Nawab Khwaja Habibuliah Bahadur, of Daooai): (a) No 

medical certificate is at present recog’nised by Government unless 
it is signed by a Medical Officer registered either under the Bengal 
Medical Act or any other Provincial Medical Act, in accordance with 
the provision of section 30 of the Bengal Medical Act. 

(h) The question of recognition of medical certificates granted by 
Ayurvedic practitioners registered by the General Council and State 
Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine is under my consideration. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state how long has the matter been under the consideration of Govern- 
ment? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not for very long. 
Government hope to come to a decision within a reasonable period. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I think it is known to the Hon’ble 
Minister that the title of “Mahamahopadhyaya” was instituted in 1887; 
will he please state what has the Government done up till now since 
1887 ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, what has 
Mahaniahopadhyaya got to do with this question.^ What is the point 
in putting this question? 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: My point is this, that the titles 
of Mahaniahopadhyaya and Shifa-ul-Mulk are granted in recognition 
of their high qualifications in healing. Therefore, I want to know why 
they should not be allowed to give certificates? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Under the Bengal 
Medical Act unless they are registered medical practitioners Govern- 
ment cannot allow them to give medical certificates. That is the 
difficulty which stands in the way. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: But what has Government done 
since 1887 to remove this difficulty? 


The Hofl^ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Well, Sir, the 
present Government did not exist so early as 1887. ‘ 
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Research into the indigenous drugs of India. 

•84. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: («) Will the Hou ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and liOcal Self-Government 
Department l)e pleased lo state — 

(i) what steps, if any, the Government have adopted for research 
into the indigenous drugs of India; 

(n) whether there is any chair in the School of Tropical Medicine, 
Calcutta, for this or in any other institution; 

(77/) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to establish 
any college or school in Calcutta 01 anywhere in the Pro- 
vince to promote the study of Ayurveda or the Unani 
(Hakimi) system of medicine; and 
(iv) whether any grants-in-aid are i>aid to — 

(1) daniini Bhusan Astanga Ayurveda College, 

(2) Shyamadas Ayurveda Vidyapitha, 

(d) Go})inda Sunduri Ayurvedic College, or 
(d) any other similar institutions either Ayurvedic or Unani 
(Hakimi) ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the aflirinative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister 1^ pleased to state the amount given to each of IhemP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) ( 1 ) 

Kesearch in the systematic eiiltivation of indigenous drugs ami investi- 
gation of their <*omposition and lherapeuti<- properti(‘s is being conduct- 
ed in tbe School of Trojiical Medicine with the helj) of a grant from 
the Government of India, 

(77) Yes. The designation of the jxist is “J’rofossor of Pharma- 
cology, School of Trojiical Medicine, Calcutta”. Pharmawdogy includes 
indigenous drugs. 

(Hi) and (/r) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the HoiPble Minister please 
state if the Professor of Pharmacology is aided by competent Hakims 
and Kavirajes? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, be is a 
mWber pf the Indian Medieval Service. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: But, Sir, he is so helped. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will ther Hon’ble Minister 
please state if the Government of Bengal is considering the desirability 
of furthering research into indigenous drugs of India by grant-in-aid 
to any of the Ayurvedic or Hakimi institutions mentioned in part 
(a) {iv) of the question? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, at present 
Government are not contemplating any such action. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does the Bengal Govern- 
ment think that there is any duty on their part to furtlier such 
researches P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, Government 
feel that they have a duty to further these researches and that is why they 
have encouraged research by the Professor of Pharmacology in the 
School of Tropical Medicine. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is not the answer. 
The answ’er is as in {a) (?) that researches are carried on by a grant- 
in-aid from the Government of India and not from the Government of 
Bengal. My question is whether the Government of Bengal think that 
there is any duty on their part to further such researches? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Government 
of Bengal contribute to a large extent towards the maintenance of the 
School of Tropical Medicine and this is one of the subjects of research 
in that institution. So it cannot be said that the Government of Bengal 
are indifferent to the question of research in this particular branch. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state who is the present incumbent of the post of Professor of Pharma- 
cology in the School of Tropical Medicine and w'hat are the different 
duties of this officer P 

Mr. SPEAKER ;r That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit, Sir, it does. It has been 
said that the designation of the post of the Chair in the School of 
Tropical Medicine for this particular investigation is the post of 
Professor of Pharmacology, 

Mr. SI^EAKER: I am afraid, however, that the questiop does not 
arise. 
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Pb.™,cologj, bohool of Tropicl Modioioo, t'oloo,,.' , ,o,.„,ii iS 
fore that in luy que.stion I would like to know whether 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, Dr. Sanyal, I agree that v.mr .nieetion is 
relevant, but it does not ari.se. ‘ 'luesuon is 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Well, 

why (loetj it not arise ? 


t5»ir, if it is relevant, tlieu 


rel v*"’ «'“'P*.V because there is difference between 

relevancy and admissibility. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right. Sir, 1 woiil.l then put 
mj question in this way. In answer («) („) the Ilon'hle Minister says 
that there is a ( hair in tlie School of Tropical Medicine con.erning 
research into indigenous ,lrugs. Will he please tell me if he is aware 
that this lrofe.s8or of Phariimcology has no lime at all to en.iuire into 
drugs or carry on researches?' 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Hut that is hi« 

principal function. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: .Since the Hon'ble Minister has n<,w 
ailmled to his functions and here also the question of function has been 
Staled may I now enquire 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am simply watching Dr. Sanyal how you ilevelop 
your question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut my infonnalioii is that that ia 
not his function. He is simply Professor of Pharmacology. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But Government say that research is his main 
function*. 

* • 

It !**^V**f'^*”^ SANYAL; That is why, Sir, I wopld like u> 
lUlow what nis function is. * 
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Tha Hcn’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is his 
principal f inction. He is carrying on research into drugs as Professor 
of Pharmacology. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the Professor of Pharmacology does or does not teach 
Pharmac(jlogy ? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, he carries on 
research. The School of Tropical Medicine is a research institution, 
and research is this Professor’s principal work. He does not teach 
Pharmacology. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Is it the Hon’ble Minister’s point 
that he is only Professor of Pharmacology but is not concerned with 
teaching, and that he is only carrying on research in indigenous drugs? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: All this is included 
in his work. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All these then would indicate that 
his principal function is to teach Pharmacology as indicated by bis 
designation. 


Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My honourable 
friend is making a great mistake. The School of Tropical Medicine is 
not an institution for teaching; it is an institution for research. That 
is the principal function of that institution. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I enquire if this officer also 
tenches Pharmacology in the Calcutta Medical College? 


The Hon’bla Sii'.BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It might be so, 
but that is not in connection witli this institution. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fact that Govern- 
ment have already recognised the State Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine 
referred to in answer («) (/r), does not the Hon’ble Minister think thaj 
some grant should be given to these institutions especially because they 
are in need of funds ? 
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Th6 Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs As reirards grant 
tb these institutions, at present Government do not make any grant, 
but that question does not perhaps arise out of tliis, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWASs I was asking, Sir, wlietlier 
Government are considering the desirability of making such a grant. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; At least tJoveru- 
ment have not given any grant up to now. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I know that they are not 
making any grant, hut what 1 am asking is wliether (iovernmeni would 
be pleased to consider the desirability of making such a grant 5^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon hie Minister has 
already answered that question in repl\ to a (pi(*sti(»n oi mine. 

Will the Hon'hle Minister please state with rer(*r(*nce to answer 
(a) whether the Government of Bengal hear any ])ait o( tlie eNp(Midituro 
connected with the rescarcli referred to in {a ) {/) coikIucIimI h,\ the 
Professor of Pharmacology y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. Sir, the ( hair 
is maintained at the cost of the Government of Imlia. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are nc tlxn to 
understand that the Government (jf Bengal as set docs nf)t contribute 
anything’ towards the conducting of reseaj’ch into tlx* indigcfxxis ilnigs 
of India in Bengal? 

So tar tiu* uoik of thi.’^ Profe‘<sor in ((xxcrix'd . ue undor- 

stltnd that it is done at tlx* cost of the Govetnnient of India 

at this Kesearch In.^titnte. May I now en(juiie. Sir, wh»'thcr the 
Government of Bengal will he pleaded to <'<tnsi(h-r the dc^iiiihi lity 

of providing tor any expenditun* ioi coixluciing MX’h le^earch 

work and, if whether they will coii.-'idi’r the hirtlx-r desirability of 
making any grant to an> institution to eondnet those researehes? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; At least those 
questions are not before the Government at f>resent. 

» Dr. .NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the lIonTde Minister please 
state the^number of indigerx)u.s drugs into which re.searcljes have been 
conducted so far and the results of those researches? 
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Th# Hon’blf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I would refer tl|e 
jbonourable member to that monumental work of Professor 

Mfi SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister was 
referrinpr to a monumental work. Will you kindly let him finish his 
reply ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have said that the question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But, Sir. the Hon’ble Minister 
had l)e^pun a reply. Let him finish his reference to the monumental 
failure of the Professor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ih ink I have f^ot to stop an> reference io monu- 
mental failures or sue(‘ess(*s in view (»f thi* fact that that (juestion does 
not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there was a Drug Enquiry Committee 
appointed hy the Government of India 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, that question too does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government will consider the desirability of associat- 
ing^ this Professor with some eminent Ayurvedic Physicians or Hakims? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At least that 
question is not under the contemplation of Government at present. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERilEE: AVith reference to (a) (/), will the 
HoiCble Minivstor be pleased to state what is the amount of the grant 
received from the Government of India? 


The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Agricultural loan to oultivatora of Satkhira aubdivioion. 

•85. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIH HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon'ble 

Minister in charg’e of the Revenue Department aware— 

(i) that the economic condition of the agriculturists of Satkhira 

8ul)di vision is generally bad owing to failure of crops for the 
last three successive years; and 

(ii) that the Government advanctMl agricultural loan in all the 

thanas of the subdivision for the last two years? 

(h) TV ill the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether any agri- 
cultural loan has been advanced this year? 

(c) If so, will the lion ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount of tlie loan, Union by’ Union, of each 
thana ? 

(f!) Is it a fact that the loan proposed to Ik* advanced in Tala thana 
in the said subdivision is onl> Us. b,(KH)? 

(e) Is the Hoirble Minister aware — 

(?) that the said sum is inadeipiate for the retjuirements of the agri- 
culturists of tlu‘ Tala thana; and 

(??) that the sum has not jet bei'ii distributed? 

(/) If the answer to ((*) (u) is in the negative, will the Jlon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stati* the j'fuison therefor? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (r/) iiu.re was no failure 
of crops in 19d7, but there was failure of crops in some parts of the 
subdivision in 19-18 and 19-39. 

•((/) AgricuKural loans were distributed in Kaliganj, Shyuninaffore, 
Assasuni and certain parts of Kalaroa police-stations of the subdivision! 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A statement showing the amount whieh has been allotted for dis- 
tribution is laid on the table. Out of the tota^ sum of Rs. (w.OOO 
allotted for the purpose a sum of Its. 1I,H40 bus already been distributed 
and the balance is under distribution. 

(d) No. If is proposed to distribute a sum of Rs. 12,000. 

(p) (t) Doe.s not arise. 

(ii ) A sum of Rs. 2,000 has already been distributed and the balance 
ifi under distribution. 

(/) Does not arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause ic) of starred question No, 85, 

Amount 

Name of union. allotted for 

difitribu- 

tion. 


Rs. 

Shyamnagore police-station. 

1 . Nakipur 

2. KaBhimari 

3. Atulia 

4. Iswaripur 

5. Kiianpur 

6. Ramnagor 

7. Gabura 


22,000 


3.000 

2.000 

3,0(K) 

r),o(!0 
5, 0(H) 
2.0(J0 


Kaligan j police-station. 

1. Cliarnpaful 

2. Tarali 

3. lOiarasinila 

4. Math uresh pur 

5. Dlialbaria 
0. li^iOinpur 

7. Maiitala 

8. Kushlia 

9. l)akHliin8ri2)ur 

10. BiHhiiupur 

11. Kri.shnanagore 


3,375 

500 

500 

3,000 

3.000 

3.000 
2,0(rO 

1,315 

2,500 

3,000 

3,980 


20,170 


Satkhira police-station. 

1. Jhowdanga 

2. Alij)iir 

3. Braliinarajpur 


1,S30 

2,8r>0 

150 


4,830 


^ Tala police-station. 

1. Sarulia 

2. Kumira 

3. Dhandia 

4. Xagarghatta 

5. Islamkati 
0. Tala 


2,000 

2,(H)0 

2,(XK) 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 


12 , 000 . 
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Mfi 8YED JALALUOOIN HASHEMYs With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us some reasonable 
reasons why the allotted amount has not yet been distributed when the 
sowing season is almost over? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; It is being 
distributed, Sir. I do not think that the sowing season is already over 
on account of want of rains. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the lion bJe Minister 
aware of tlie fact that owing to the scarcity of ruins the <ius crop and 
jute crop of these areas have practically failed h 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: How does that 
question arise out ot tliis. Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was the quest ion ^ 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: The Hon l ie Minister 
said, “the sowing season is not >et over owing to llic s(!arcity of water,'" 
and out of that in\ (juestion arises. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 venture to 
siibinit that this does not arise, Sir. It is for you to decide wln’lher it 
arises or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was the (luestion*:' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The (piestion was 
why the amount was not di.st rilmted. My repl.\ vs as that the amount 
was being distributed, and tlie Inmourable member maintained that the 
sqjving .■“oason was ahead v over. I said in re]d\ that it was not yet 
over, because of the failure of tije mon.s(Min this \ear. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; My point is tliis, normally 
it is over, but abnormally it is not over and I want to know whether he 
is aw'are of the fact that for want of w^ater the *ropH have failed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has replied to it already. 

Mr; ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: With reference to reply (c), will 
the Hoft'ble Minister be pleased to enlighten the House by wliat time 
would the total amount be distributed— within the sowing season or out 
of it? • 



m 


QtJESTIONS; 


[29th JuiT, 


Tlie Hon’ble Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROYs It is expected 
that it will be distributed before the sowing season is over. 

Mf> ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE* Since so much discussion has 
cropped up on that, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to enlighten 
the House by what time will the sowing season be over — by some 
particular date? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is the privilege 
of my honourable friend opposite to say by what particular date the 
sowing reason will be over. It is not for humble mortals like me to 
answer the question. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
referred to in answer 85 (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why Tala thana has been favoured witli a standard 
contribution of Rs. 2,000 in each union whereas under other police- 
stations, the contributions vary from Its. 2,000 to Rs. 5,000 in certain 
unions F Is it because my honourable friend Mr. Hashemy is represent- 
ing Tala police-station? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 repudiate 
that suggestion. According to the need of the area the amount has 
been allotted. 


Mrt ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long will Government 
take to distribute Rs. 2,000 in Tala thana? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice.* 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware of the fact that Tala thana consists of twelve unions? Will he 
be pleased to tell us why six unions in the statement have been favour- 
ed with a loan, and why other six unions of that particular thana have 
not been favoured with any loan? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Accordni^ to the 
local needs money is given. The local officers ascertain first of .all how 
many people require loan in a particular area and then an estimate in 
iormed on that basis. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Silting up of Lohajang river in Tangail. 

41. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Coiniiiuiiications and Woiks (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that the river Jiohajang flowing hv the Tangail subdivisional 

town is [naetically dried up resulting in disadvantages (n 
trade and eninnieree: 

(ii) that the ri\er L(djajang has now iKM-oine the sonree of many 

disease^ such a^ malaria, t\phoid, etc.; and 

(???) that tlie ilrying up of the rivei has caused water scarcity in 
the locality? 

(/>) If the ans\\(‘r to (</) is in tin* aflirniali\e, will tin* ( loviuinnent 
bo pleased to state wh.it action, it any, the (io\ernnH*rd ar«* going to 
take to imprcne the crmdition oi the river? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandyi of Cossim- 
bazar): (a) (?) and (l>) Att(Uition is invited to the n‘pl> \\hich I gave 
on the 22nd July, 1940, to Mr, Ainrita Lai Mandal's starreil (pKssiion 
No. 55. 

(a) {ii) and (???) I’recise infonnution is not immediately available 
but I tbink that it generally aeeeided that inadecpiate flushing is 
one of the jirobable cause's of malaria and the sliortage of good drinking 
water one of the causes of ( holera. I am advised that e*nt<*ric and 
tyghoid are not attributable t(» the drving up of waterways. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is it a fa<t that u permanent flow 
of a river may remove the causes of malaria, and supply good drinking 
water to prevent cholera in many places besides other advantages? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANbv, of Cossimbazar: 

Certainly, Sir, a flowing river is likely to help to improve the liealth 
of riparian villages. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 

• • ^ ... 

the excavation of the Lohajang river in some parts may make it perma- 
nently fl^w thronghriut the year and iniinenHely improve the country 
and benefit the population? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CossinilMizar: 

I have already stated that if it was possible to excavate it in such a 
way that it would not get sifted up soon, it w'ould certainly be desirable. 

Establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta. 

42. Mr, S. A. COMES: (//) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and legislative Department be pleased to stale — 

(i) whether he is aware of the demand put forth from time to 
time by the Bengal and Assam Lawyers’ Association and the 
Muslim Jjawyers’ Association for the early establishment of 
a City Civil Court in Calcutta; and 

(u‘) whether he is aware that a copy of the relevant resolution w'as 
sent to him by the Secretary, Muslim Lawyers’ Association, 
on the 7th September, lOJOy 

(h) If HO, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, 
if any, the Governnuuit intend taking in order to give effect to the 
demand ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) No. 

ih) Consultation with the High Court is prf>eeeding. 

Mr, S. A. GOMES: With retereiiee to answer (h), will the Hon’ble 
Ministei' lie [)leased 1o tell u.s since how long tliis consultation has been 
going on and liow long it will lasti^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahac^ir: 

I cannot say exa<‘tl\ when the High Couit will give a rejily, 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Is the Hon’l.le Mini-^ter avKire that 
this consultat ipn with the High Court started years and years agor' 

Mr. SPEAKER:'! am ufraid it must go on still. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether consultations on this matter were going on 
between the previous Governemnt of Bengal and the High Courts 

Mr. SPEAKER: I remember the late Mr. Siirendra ^ath Roy 
moved a motion some years ago. 
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; BilHI HACEHDIIA NATH SEN: What has been the result of that 
lllgotiation ? 

Th« Hsn’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Nothing has been done so far. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1939. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now resume further debate on the 
Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 19*19. 

The Honniile Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If I may 

request you, Sir, 3 ^ou may now take up (lause 47. Sir, there are 
amendments to clause 47 moved by my friend Dr. Sandal and 
Mr. Satyapri^a Banerjee, and I believe there are a few ainendmmilH 
tabled by Mr. Surendra Natli Biswas. I do not know if he is going 
to move them. I have four amendments of mine — Nos, 04 to 07. Sir, 
I am acccfjting amendment of my friend Mr, Satyapiiya Banerjee, 
No. 7'1, and I am opi>osing the rest. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about tlie other amendments, 
Sir? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Tin* IBm’ble Ministei has n(»l accej^tial them. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, ha^e >ou got any new amend- 
ment from the Hon’ble Minister? 

*Mr. SPEAKER : No new one. He areept> amendment No. 7'’. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Hus he not given any new draft 
as lie jiromised? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, there are some other 
points for consideration. Did the Hon’ble Minister consider tljcm? 

« • 

TheYlonWe Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: Ye«, we did 
consider. * 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Houbie Minister 
only accepts the omissiou of the word “prior” in clause 47(7) and 
nothing else? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that is so. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, with regard to sub- 
clauses {d) and (e) of clause 47, certain things were pointed out. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes. It is better to leave the clause for the time 
being. The clause, as it stands, means that if a person contracts a 
debt for the purchase of a house, then that debt will be the first charge. 
Is not that so, Mr. Mullick? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, Sir, 
that is the whole principle of the clause. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Then we can take up this clause to*morrow’. In 
the meantime, honourable members may reconsider the matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All right. 

Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What can we reconsider, Sir? If 
the attitude of Government is so cussed, it is no use putting things off. 
We would rather like the llon’ble Minister to put things thiough and 
then come buck with a new Bill as he has done in the case of the 
Agricultural Debtors Act. Just now, of course, he in his own dogged- 
ness persists in having the w’ords in the manner in which lie is pleased 
to have them. I’erhajis his departmental officers advised him to do so. 
We have done our best to improve the Bill, but if Government is not 
prepared to examine the difficulties, let tliem have the clioice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall take up clause 47 to-moTTow\ 

Clause 67. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the follow- 
ing proviso be added f(» clause 07, namely: — 

“Provided that if there are more than one person nominated under 
section 66 or entitled under section 67(7) and {2) to be 
registe-red as shareholders the jierson whose name stands 
first in the register of members as one of the holders of 
such sliares, and no other person, shall be entitled* to vote 
in respect of the shares so transferred.” ^ 
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Sir, I only want to remove some practical difficulty that will arise 
when as a result of subdivision of shares or as a result of inheritance, 
shares are held in the names of more than one person and tlie society 
may be in practical difficulties as to whom they would reco^niise «s the 
person entitled to vote. This is in line with the provisions of the 
Indian Companies Act also. I hope that the Hon'hle Minister will 
please accept the amendment as this was suggested by some eminent 
co-operatoi-8 who have had large pratii-al experience in this connection. 


The Honlile Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Before I 
answer Dr. Noliauksha Sanyal, Sir, I move my own am.m.lments on 
clause 67. 

Sir, I beg’ to move — 

that in paragraph (o) of clause 07(7). line 1, after the word "with” 
the words “the provisions ul” be inserted ; 

tluit in clause 67(^), line 2, after the word “with" tlu‘ words “the 
provisions of" be inserted; 

that in paragraph (a) of clause 67(.!f), line 2. after the wor.i “with” 
the words “the provisions of’' be inserted ; 

that in [wragraph (h) of clause ()7(^^). line 4, after the word “with" 
the words “the provisions of” he inserted; 

that in paragrapli (h) of « lause (i7(2), line 7. lor the words “charge 
due" the words “sum payahle" be suhstituted ; and 

that in paragraph (/;) of clause 67(^), line 8, aftej> the word 
“society’ at the end the words “from the estate of (he 
deceased memher" be inserted. 

Sir, so lur as Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal s uinendmeiit is conc(*rned, J 
am in entire sympathy with him, but if J,e will please look up clause 
GGwhich has been agreed to by the House, his apprehension will he 
removed when he finds it stated in clause 66 that any inemlier of the 
co-operative society may, in accordance with the rules, nominate a 
person in whose favour the society sluill dispose of tlu* share and so 
forth. 

Now, Sir, the rules will have to l>e framed iftider this clause and 
its effect is reflected upon clause 67. And therefore. Sir, so far as iht* 
details of this clause are concerned, there will l)e no difficulty when 
we have the rules framed governing such cases. I see the fioirit that 
Dr. Sahyal raises and as a matter of fact I was tempted to agree ; but 
ft will ^pear that these provisionsr— namely, what we have got already 
in the BUI and the rules to he framed — will settle the details and 
the things now raised will present no difficulty. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is a panacea for all the 
difficulties? (Laughter.) 

The iijotion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the following proviso 
be added to clause fi?, namely: — 

“Provided that if there are more than one person nominated under 
section 66 or entitled under section 67 (1) and (2) to be 
registered as shareholders the person whose name stands 
first in the register of members as one of the holders of such 
shares, and no other person, shall be entitled to vote in 
respect of the shares *so transferred.”, 

was then put and lost. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behaiy Miillick — 

that in paragraph (a) of clause 67(7), line 1, after the word “with” 
the woi'ds “the provisions of” be inserted ; 

that in clause 67(2), line 2, after the w’ord “with” the words “the 
provisions of” be inserted ; 

that in paragraph {a), of clause 67(2), line 2, after the word “with” 
tile words “the provisions of” he inserted; 

that in paragrajih (h) of clause 67(2), line 4, after the word “with"^ 
the words “the provisions of” he inserted; 

that in paragraph (/>) of clause 67(2), line 7, for the words “charge 
due” the words “sum payable” be substituted; and 

tliat in paragraph (h) of clause 67(2’), line 8, alter the word 
“society” at the end the words “from the estate of the 
deceaseil member” be inserted. 


were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 67, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 6S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 68(fl), lines 3-6, for the words and figures begin- 
ning with “section 65” and ending with “the rules” the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

1 

“the provisions of section 65, and the value thereof determined in 
accoixlance with the rules shall be paid to such member or, 
if he is insane, to his guardian,” and 
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that in clause G8{/0, lines f-o, for the words beginning “the 

Talue” and endinj>: with “insane” the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“the value of his sliare or interest determined in aei'ordance with 
the rules shall 1 k‘ paid to him or, if he is insane, to his 
^jfiiardian.” 

The motions were put and ajrreed to. 

The <|uestion that clause ()S, a^ aimuoled, stand part of the Bill was 
then j)ut and a^rreed to. 


( '/a use (UK 

The question that ( lause (iff stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


(lause 70. 

The Hon*ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
f(» move that in clause 70(^/), line d, after the word “with” the words 
“the jirovisioiis of” be inserted. 

I also beg to move (hat in «'lause Ttfio, line the W’ord “lawful” be 
omitted. 

The moti^ms were then put and agreed to. 

The question that ebuise Ttl, as umemled, stand part of the Bill waa 
then j)Ut and agreed to. 


( lau.sr 71. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. clau.se 71 should be omitted. 

^ir, this (dau.se relates to creaticjii of certain bars to some (dainis. 
It reads thus; — 

“All payments made by a (o-opeiative so(det\ in accordance with 
the provisions (d sections 07 to 70 imdusivi* sliall lie valid 
and effectual against any demand rtiad(‘ 4 | ujmn the society liy 
any other person.” 

Sir, with regard to transfer, there are n seri(*s of complicated <’aHe.s 
and law^s which govern transfers under different circumstances, (da use 
7p relates to transfers when a member dies or when a member disj»oses 
of share# or is expelled or resigns and wdien a .society is wound up and 
a membep's interest has got to h(* distributed. There are certain 
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provi^i^^ by virtue of which a person can part with his property by 
way of will or by way of j^ift or otherwise. If subseiiuent to the 
disposal of a person's property any claimant comes up W’ho may have 
a legal right to the whole or part of the interest of such a member 
whose interest has been disposed of under the provisions of this chapter, 
it will be extremely unfair to that person to be told that he has ceased 
to have all legal claim, because there is a section here barring out all 
his claims. There is no provision here for management, and the 
manner in which co-operative societies or the department administering 
co-opei alive societies might decide upon questions of title is something 
which is very much open to objection. Sir, I submit that it should 
not be imiJossible for a person w^ho otherwise has got a legal title to 
a share to be debarred from so claiming just because it has been handled 
by a co-operative smuety or the manager of a co-operative society. This 
will probably lead to abuses, and collusive aiTangenients may be 
indulged in, by virtue of which real claimants might be kept out and 
bogus claims may be admitted by the management of the soi'ieties to 
the detriment of the ])ersons who are the real (daimants. With that 
ajiprehension in my mind, I suggest that clause 71 should be deleted. 
I hope the Hon’ble Minister wdll accept m\ .suggestion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEKARY MULLICK: Sir. I am 
sorry 1 have to oppose it. My .short answer is this, that it relates to 
the payments to be made by a (‘o-o])erativ(‘ society in accordance wdth 
the provisions of the (dauses which the House has agreed to. Now, 
Sir, when these liave been agreed to, if we omit this (dause, the inevi- 
table result will be that when a society goes into li([uidation, the 
claimants will have to go again io the (dvil court for realisation of 
their claims. I h(»pc Dr. Sanyal will not i»ress for the deletion of this 
clause. 

The question that clause 71 stand part of the Dill was then put and 

agreed to. 


(Iduse 72. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE. Sir, I would like to move 
amendments Nos. 9*^, 94 and 90 together. 

Mr. SPEAKER; All right. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE; Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause lines 3 and 4, the words “by the Registrar or" be omitted. 

Sir, I also Wg to move that in clause 72(7), in line 4, alter the 
word "officer" the words "or by such other officers" be insei^d. 
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Sir, I beg further to move that after clause 72(i), the flllowing 
new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(/tf) The Provincial Governinent shall apj>()int an audit officer 
referred to in sub-section (/) and shall maintain a special 
staff for the purjmse of co-operative audit indei>endent of 
the Registrar and the Co-operative Department.” 

Sir, if my amendments are accepted, clause 72 would rend thus — 

”(/) The accounts of every co-operative society shall at least once 
in each year, and by such date us may l)t‘ j)rescril)ed, be 
audited by an audit officer (»r by sncfi other officers 
authorised by him in this beliulf by general or special 
order in writing. 

{la) The I^rovinciul (iovernmeut shall appoint an audit officer 
referred to in sub-section {!) and shall maintain a special 
staff for the purpose of co-operativt‘ audit independent of 
the Registrar and the Co-operative Department.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On a point 
)f order, Sir, With regard t(» amendments Nos. 94 and l)(>, you will 
3e pleased to find tlmt if wc are to accej»t them, it will mean that the 
Provincial (jovernment will he irivohed in further exiamdiiuie and 
i Rill whicfi involv(‘s any expenditure cannot be moved in tbe 
[Provincial Legislature without the rcc<umncnda1 ion of IJis Excellency 
:he (jovernor. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I will presently show that 
it will not involve any additional expenditure. 

Sir, the pleaguc-spot in (he u<lministia(i(»n of the Co-operative 
Department is the j>revaiUiig system <d “pertum tory” audit, and if 
this system of audit is not changed and a suilahle suhstitute ns is 
;)rovidefl for in my aiiKUidments made therefor, there is no hopt* for 
;he recovery, for the levival, for the revitalization of, and the restora- 
tion of the confidence, wliich has unfortunately been very rudely 
jhaken, in the co-o]u‘iative movement. Fniin the point of view of 
efficiency and from the {mint of \iew of the underlying principles, 
the prevailing system (»f audit lias been universally eondemned. Not 
to apeak of non-(dIicial opinion to wliich I shall refer jiresently, (lie 
Central Banking Kiupiiry (Committee and the foreign exjierts asso- 
ciated with it and (lie R(»yal Commission on Agriculture, have all in 
tto une'ertain terms disapproved of the prevailing system of audit and — 
last bu^ not the least — the Floud (’'onimission in it.s report whii h has 
been puj^lished only tins year has recommended that the separation of 
audit from administration should be put into effect as early as possible# 
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Sir, j have pointed out in my note of dissent that “the importance 

of audit in co-operative societies, it is hardly possible to exaggerate. 
The co-operative organisations are not charitable institutions — as the 
Hon’ble Minister perhaps seems to think — they are business organi- 
sations, it may be, for social service, and it is of the greatest import- 
ance, therefore, to insist upon a thorough and eflficient audit in order 
to prevent had management and embezzlement and to inspire 
confidence amongst the investing public. In order that this may be 
done, audit sliould he entirely independent, because any one wlio runs 
may read that an ainlitor sliould be quite free and not he always 
thinking as to whether a certain remark will please or dihjilease his 
superior officer who is responsible tor the good working of that institu- 
tion. Instances are not wanting in which obvious ami glaring defects 
in the working of the financing hanks have not been brought to light 
by dejiartmental auditors.'’ 

Sir, Ihe members of this House are }>erha))s not aware ot the o\er- 
whelming evidence of piihlie (qiinion in favour of Ncparation ol audit 
from administration. For their information I will first ot all quote 
the opinion ol the Ijtovmiior ol Hengal Fo-upeiat i ve Allianct* who 
says: “Audit is one oi tin* mo*>t imiioitant :i>ptMts to which we must 
give veiy serious thought, llitheilo, the Ucgistiai was ]es])onsil)le 
for tile amlit of the co-o])eiati\ e institution^. Tlu* Ui^gi^trai (omhines 
in himself the powers ot organisation, registration, siipei vision, 
li([uidation and also audit. On priiici])le it is not sound. 1 would, 
thend'ore, take tlie audit out of the hands of the Itegistiar and jilace 
it under tlie Accouiitant-Oeneral, Bengal. 1 am not iiuite ^ure if 
audit ot LS or 111 tliousand primary societies would he possilile by the 
Aecouiitant-Oeneral, Bengal. It not, they may be left with the 
Registrar foi the pre.seiit, hul so tar as the audit ot the Brovimdal 
C()-o])erative Bank and (‘eiitial hanks is coiiceined, they may very 
well lie auditiul by a stall under tlie Accountant-tfeueral, Ilengal. 
The present au<liting stall umhu’ the Registrar fur iliese iiistitutiims 
might he transftui ed to the control of the Accouataiit-tjeiieral, Bengal, 
witlioiit invohing any additional cost in this coniieetion. That would 
really be independent audit of the institutions which would command 
confidence in tlie mind of the jmhlic. in the co-operative institu- 
tions. This reform bis been insisted upon in sever al general meetings 
and eonfeiences of the representatives ot the i-o-ojierative societies.” 

Sir, let me now go over to the opinion of the Bengal Frovineial 
Co-operative Bank as expressed in the reiioit which was circulated 
over the signature of Mr. W. V. Wordsworth. It runs thus: “It is 
vital for the health of co-operative credit that all audit .should b^ 
independent. Until that can be provided, there i*an lie no reliability. 
All larger institutions (provincial banks, central banks, urban banks) 
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should come under the Accountant-General. BeugapH audit. Even 
the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society, now christened the 
Bengal Co-operative Alliance, which has been very rightly described in 
a resolution passed at the Co-operative Conference held on 13th July, 
1940, as ‘Hhe non-official benamdar and appendage of the Co-operative 
Department” in their official opinion also says the same thing as 
follow’s: “It has been urged in several meetings of central bunks 
and some of the divisional conferences held during the last few years 
that audit should be separated from supervision and should be made 
independent. We therefore suggest that some ])rovision should be 
made to make audit independent of the Registrar’s contnd. It may 
not be possible for the Accountant-General to take up the audit of all 
co-operative societies immediately. We, therefore, suggest that tlie 
audit of the financing banks and limited liabilit\ societies may be 
placed under the Accountant-General; the audit of primar\ socie(it‘s 
may, however, remain under the control of the Hcgistrui’ for the 
present." Tlie Minto I‘roie.^sol of Economics, j)r. -1. 1*. Niyogi, in 
a valuable Icctuic dcli^crcd before the rni\ersily, says this: 
“Sejiaration is needed he(\\een ordinary administ julion and audit 
W'ork in the interc>t.s of eflici<‘nt audit. It is also dillicult to rcconcilo 
oneself to the f)osition under which the audit statf remains uu<h*r the 
administiat i\ e control r)t the department, the a<-counts of which the 
auditors are calleil upon to .scrutinise and finan<*ial jjrojiriuty reijuires 
that the audit statt should he remo\ed from the control of the co- 
operative department. I’lu' audit of co-operut e .soci(‘tii‘s should he 
plaee<l on the same footing as that ot loial bodies such as municipali- 
ties and district Iroards." I will next (juote the o])inion of the ex- 
Finance Ministei, Mr. N. R. Sarkei, to whose note on tin* jiioblem of 
rural cieilit, 1 referred the other daj. Hi* says, “the picMuit system 
of departmental amlit of tin* co-operati^e societies dot's not appear to 
be satisfactorv , as it cannot ensure the obtaining ot that eonditiori 
wjiich IS desired. 3'o ensure a sound working ot co-operati\e societies, 
some form of (ouiiuerciiil auditing woubl he more apjuojiriate. This 
auditing would entail an examination of the value and soumlness of 
the assets of the co-operative soiieties uiul would not only check un- 
sound investment but also insjdre eonfideiice among the depositing 
public. It is desirabh* that things should gy»w in this line. The 
departmental audit as at pre.seut conducted is in any ease unsatis- 
factory. It does not engender public conffilence very much, nor does 
it give the real position very clearly. The attempt should be made to 
make the audit more and more in the natur** of C(»mmercial audit to be 
undertaken by independent private auditors. But even if in the present 
atmosphere audit by an official agency cannot be dispensed with, it is 
essentiaVto ensure the independence of the auditors, by making this audit 
staff more or less divorced from the administrative staff and by seeing 
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that their departmental loyalty does not stand in the way of a frank and 
full exposure of defects in the working of the co-operative instituti(»ns”. 
He conciudes by saying that, “if audit is to be done by a Government 
staff, a separate department for the auditing of co-operative societies 
and land mortgage banks should be set up. It shall (“onsist of persons 
having a knowledge of accountancy as well as of banking methods and 
princi])le8. The advice of the Reserve Bank of India should be sought 
both in regard to tlie organisation and the selection of personnel for 
tliis dej)ar1ment. This department should he placed und(‘r the control 
of the Finance Department.” And last, hut not the least, let me 
finish hy giving the opinion communicated to me of that doven of 
non-official co-operators all over India, I mean the Hon ’hie V. 
Ramadas Pantulu who says that the right thing to do will he to vlndly 
dissociate the Registrar from audit. 

Thus we see that th<‘r<‘ is an ahsolute consensus of o]>inion regard- 
ing the separation of audit from administration. 

lict us now look to the other side of the ‘-hield. The Select 
Committe(‘ in their rejant says, “AVe t(dt strongly that the audit of 
societies should he si'parated from their admin isti at i»)n , hut it was 
reluctantly con(‘ed(‘d that immediate separation voiild impose a lieasy 
cost ui>on the movement- and would not 1)(‘ woikahh' in praciiii'.” 
Fiom ni\ kn<»wledge of the working of the de]»art inent , from a ptuusal 
<d' the judgments of the trying Judges in the llooghly ('(mtral Fo- 
oj)erativt‘ and Bankura (amtral Co-oj)erati\e Detalcation (’aNcs whiidi 
i(»r want of time 1 canmit <[uote hut which deserv(*s (piotatioii at 
full length and from the facts that I have in my ]K)sm‘ssioii J am 
einholdeued to say that it is not the cost that stands in the wa\. hut 
th(* inevilahle disclosure of nian\ of the black (hasU of omission and 
commission by the Registrar and tlie department whi‘h will be 
brought to light, it theie is a se])aration ol audit fiom administration, 
that stands in tin* way of se])aration. lIowe\ei- that iN neithm* here 
nor there. •* 

The scheme ot separation prepared by the Registrar ainl adum- 
brated by the Hon 'hie the Mini^ter in charge whene^eI he finds an 
op]U)rt unity to do so is sinilpy an eye-wa^h designed to delude and 
beguile the public and the sooner the House lealise it the better will 
1 h* for them and the movement. The scheme is a.s foll(»ws: — 
“The (ffiief Auditor shall be responsible to tlie Registrar for the due 
completion of audit and performance of all other duties coneerniug 
audit. l??imilnrly the divisional officers shall he re.sjMmsible to the 
Chief Auditor working under the direetions of Assistant Registrars 
who sliall he responsible to the Chief Auditor for the due perfdpmance 
of all matters eoneerning audit iu their respective divisions., So the 
pivisionul Auditor would be serving under two masters, one the 
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CMef Auditor and the second the Assistant Registrar and the Chief 
Auditor again will be responsible to the Registrar.” A perfect scheme 
of separation indeed ! 

As to the cost, Sir, let me refer t(» the opinion of the Madras 
Committee on Co-operation. They say, “We recognise tliaf onr 
recommendation for tlie separation of audit, from administration 
involves extra exj)enditure to tlie (iovernmeiit, hut we hold that the 
advantages of separation should outweigh e(»nsiderations of cost. As 
it is, a number of socii-ties are audited free of ehargt*, uhile central 
banks and big urban hjnik^ and a few oilier societies pax audit fci‘s, 
the nuinbi-r ])u>ing i(*es being about 40(1 out of a lota) number 
of societies exceeding 14,000. if, howt‘Vi*r, (iovernmeiit consider 
that part at least of the extra cost should la' borne by the 
fee-pa,\ing societies, we tliink tliat (h(*y will not grudge to pa> 
it in view of the definite advantagi's which will accrue fi’om 
the st'paration of tuuctions contemplated.” if. Sir, it has lieen 
j)ossibb* for Madras, w h(M(* most of the societies arc audited 
free ot chaige, to ri'commend a scheme of separation, I do not st'c 
any eartlily reason why tln'ic should not be any si'jiaration in nor 
jirovince where no societies are audited fri't* of charge and, thcrt'forc, 
cost should not stand in the way. Afy time is almost up. I could 
speak for hours togclht'r on thi*» subject of audit, but 1 will finish by 
making one appeal to tin* mcmbeis of the majority ])arly in this 
Li'ni^latuie. I would (Uil.v UNk them to see what their biethren in 
Bihai huM* <lone and what de<*ision the majority ]uiil\ there havi* 
arrued at in this matter. 1 would appeal to tlnuu to taki* a leaf out 
of that l»ook and follow llieir (‘Xamfde, A<'c«)rding t(» the reconimen- 
dation of the sub-cnminii tee of the majmit\ j)ail\ of the lliliar 
Legislature, it was agtei-d that the audit agenc_\ shonbl be indepen- 
dent of the department atid its fuMcti«)n should be regulated by 
definite rules, the alteration of whirh should be guided by an indejien- 
deift authority. 

Ijustly, I cannot but refer to fin* lialiililx fit tin* auditors in (jites- 
tion. The Chief Justice Mr. Alver.st<me in a famous <ase oj tries thus, 
“The auditor most undouhtcdly does undertake 'cry cmisideiulde 
responsibilities and is liable for the jiro]»er disehai^e ot his duti<*s anrl 
if by the neglect of his duties, or by want of reasonable care lie 
neglects liis duty and damage is caused to the company, us such, In* is 
responsible for that damage.” hut nowhere in tliin Bill do we find any 
responsiliilty attaching to the auditor or for the matter of that to any 
officer of the depaitmeiit. If you want well of the co-operative 
societies ^and the co-operative nnivement, the first thing that ought to 
be done i| the separation of audit from administration. Do not try 
to mislead the House by saying that it w ill involve a huge increUvsing ^ 



344 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[29tA July, 


expenditure. Do not please try to hood’wink the public outside that 
it will lead to an extra cost which the Government will not be in a 
position to bear. What Madras has done, Bengal certainly can do — 
where there is a will there is a way. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your objection to separation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; As I read 
the amendment of Mr. Banerjee (No. 9G) I see that if it is accepted, 
it will involve extra expenditure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May 
we liave a definite statement from the Ilon’ble Minister as to the 
additional cost that may l>e involved instead of l)hiff and threats that 
he is indulging in ? 

The Hon’bic Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The amend- 
ment talks ot a special staff. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: A special staff is already there, 
but by this amendment we are seeking to phue it under another 
department independent of the Registrar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think what he means is this. So far as his 
object is concerned, you have {)iovi<led tor a certain audit staff in the 
Bill and he wants that this audit staff shouhl not be under the 
Registrar, hut under somebody else. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is the whole 
point. 

Mr. Wii Cl WORDSWORTH: 1 wish I could go all the way )yith 
him except into the lobby. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would it not be more convenient 
if Mr. Wordsworth spoke after all the amendments have been moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER; I do not mind, if Mr. Wordsworth speaks after 
all the amendments are moved. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Just as you please. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that cn clause 
72(7), line 8, after the word “by” the words “an authority^ appointed 
• by the Provincial Government and independent of” be inserted; and 
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that in clause 72{/), line 4, for the word “him** the words 
’‘Provincial Government” be substituted. 

If my two amendments are accepted, the clause or rather the section 
if it is accepted would read thus — 

“That accounts of every co-operative society shall at least once in 
each year and by such date as may be ]>rescribpd be audited 
by an authority appointed by the Provincial Government 
and independent of the Reg'istrar or by an audit ofhcer 
autlmrised by the Provincial tjovernment in this behalf by 
^^eneral or special order in writing. ’’ 

Sir, the main oljject of my amendments is the same as the object of 
my esteemed friend Mr. Satyaj)riya Banerjee. There are only certain 
drafting differences. The object Ixung the same, namely, to achieve 
separation of audit from tlie control of the Registrar ami liis depart- 
ment, I have only suggested one set of wording and Mr. Ifanerjee has 
suggested another set. AVe might [mt before the House the gem*ral 
principles first and see if the ILmse is agreeable to have tlie se])aratiou 
effected. Then it may be for the Hou.se to choose whicli of tin' two 
sets of amendimmts sliould he a(‘cepted. So far as the general case of 
separation of audit from administration is concerned, my esteemed 
friend Mr. Sat\apriya Ranerjee has in his very able note of dissent, as 
well as in his speech d(divered just now, explained his viewpoint most 
effectively and thoroughly. 1 would only add one or two further points 
to draw attention to tin* jiractical position that would continue if the 
healthy cliange j)roi>osed b\ »is is m»t ac<‘epted. It has be(*n shown by 
Mr. Ranerjee that all authruities so far kno\^n, official as well us non- 
official, beginning from tlo' M<-fiagan romniittee and th<‘ Royal (^mi- 
mission on Agriculture and the ('entral Ranking Emjuiry f’ommitiee 
to the recent Laml Ifevenue C(unmission, as w(dl as non-officials like iho 
esteemed exjjerts, the Minto Profess()r (»f Hconomics, (^alcuttsi UniviT- 
sity, Profes.sor Hr. J. Sinha, Rai Rahadur Nagendra Nath Mukherji 
(a well-known figure in the field of co-operative movement in thifi 
province), and last but not the least, Mr. Wordsworth —all have 
unanimously suggested that audit should be separated from administra- 
tion of the Co-operative Department and Mr. Jh^ierjee has also drawn 
attention to the overwhelming force of argument which compelled the 
Select Committee to admit the principle of this separation in their own 
report as well. It has been .suggested, however, that there would be 
some additional cost. The argument, the *«pecious argument, that has 
been pyjt forward in respect of the maintenance of the present state of 
affair8«is that immediate sejiaration would impose a heavy cost upon 
the Gowrument and would not be workable in practice. I would ask 
the House to mark the words “Immediate separation” and also “heavy 
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upon tin* (jovernment/^ When we are legislating we are surely 
not ( on .*>1 tiering the immediate future, we are also having in view the 
ultimate future as well. I would like the Hon’ble Minister in charge, 
on a matter of principle, to state and explain to this House if he is 
ctmviiiced along with other members of the Select Committee that this 
healthy principle should be given effect to or not, if not immediately, 
in the cours(* of a year or two, but as early as possible. If he is so 
convinced, tlien, how could he give effect to it without coming up to 
the Hous(‘ again with an amendment to this section w'hich is now 
])roj)Orted lo la* gol through The clause, as drafted at present, says 
tliai the accounts of every co-operative society shall at least once in each 
uuu’ on such date as may be prescribed be audited by the Kegistrar or 
b.\ an audit oific'er authorised by him, so that unless there is an amend- 
ing law j)asse(l, even aft(*r three years or five years or whatever length 
of time ilic llon’ble Minister may cover, when he thinks he could give 
effect to it, he would not be in a j)Osition to so give effect to this healthy 
jirinciple, even after ten years, if this particular S(‘ctiou is allowed to 
remain as it is drafted. On the contrary we feel tliai the amendments 
that ue liii\e juoposed would leave Oovernmeiit a chajice, for the time 
bi'ing, if the administrative difficultie> are insuperable, to retain for 
the ])r('S('nt sm-h portions of the audit with the administrative depart- 
jiicnt ot the Registrar as (drcumstances demand, taking out other 
jiortions of audit and making them independent of the Registrar. I 
suhmit that it the wording that we hav<* jiro^iosed does not find favour, 
wc are pri^jian'd to accejii an\ other imjirovement in th(‘ wording that 
may he projioMsl either by the Ilon’ble Minister himself or by the 
jiuonber^' ot llu' majority party or b\ the Kuropean Oroup, whichever 
]»art\ conies lor\\ard with a better jiroposition we sliall be prepared to 
ucccjit. Wc onl> claim this much that the princijile should be acce])ted 
as a hcaltliN principle, when there is a consensus of opinion on this 
point, this having been admitted both in the Select Committee’s 
Itejiort us well as in the Administration Kejiort of the Co-operatjve 
Societies itsidf. I may parenthetically refer to page 8 of the latest 
report available ending d(Hh June, 1988, where it ha^^ been stated, “The 
jiievailing unciTlainty of collection from the agriculturists has been 
^^(lually muniiest in the field of recovery of audit cess. The considera- 
tion of siuh important (piestions as revision of audit cess and separation 
of audit and inspection had therefore to be postponed.’’ It appears 
that (lovcnnuciit had at one stage accepted the principle of separation, 
but they hud only postponed it because of certain economic difficulties 
due to the prevailing economic distress or depression. I would not like 
to take the tiiut' of the House on quoting various opinions or on quoting 
the opinions of various authorities in this connection any further, t 
would only draw attention to one other opinion which would be^ valuable 
in connection with certain cases tried by the Justices of the Court. It 
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W&B tliere demonstrated that because ot the perfunctory nature of the 
audit carried on at present frauds cannot be checked and defalcations 
go uncorrected. It was stated in the penultimate paragraph of the 
judgment in the trial of the Hooghly Central Co-operative Bank Fraud 
Case, Emperor rs. J. P. Basil and others, us follows by the Assistant 
Sessions Judge concerned: — 

“In this connection I would like to remark that my contact with 
the account book*; of the Hooghly {'entral (\)-op(*rat ive Bank 
in connection with the>e easeN leads me to believe that there 
are ^erion«< irreg-iilai ities in ac«*(»uiiting and defects in the 
conduct of the affairs of the bank. Bogus cheijues were 
ea>il> cashed in the hank, demand drafts that were received 
weie not entered on the credit side of tlie cash book, but 
were cnieri'd on the <lehif si<]t* when sent to the hanks on 
which tlii ‘1 iM're drawn, though there was suhse(|ucnt entry 
on the (lanlii ^id(' h\ 1lan^^er. Thest* glaring irregnlaril ies 
w(*i'c not fh'tccted. 1 l)clit‘V(‘ that a thorongh in\ est igal ion 
will bring to light nian\ such serious inegnlai it i(‘s ami also 
(»ther in-'ianci's of (hdalcation. The s\stem of amliting s<M*ms 
to he <lefective. I am constrained to remark that unless the 
director^ are le^s inactive and indifferent and lake moic* and 
k<>(*ner interest in the affair^ ot the hank, un]c>s |)h‘ working 
>1011 he imniiied h\ hone'>l and efficient pei^oris, unless the 
clieck h\ the Co-oj»erat i\ e Departimmt he more effective and 
efficient, unle>> the of audifing he more a(h‘(juato 

and tlioroiigli and a<‘tii.il auditing he more efiicirmt, it would 
!)(' rather ^atei ioi' the public that su<‘h hanks «.houhl cease 
to exist," 

?S^o stronger words could ])e U'^cd lo coiKhMiin the }>re>eril system of 
audit of eo-(>perative s(H-ieties. 

Then again. Sir, in another jmigment by anolhiT Sessions Judge, 
Mr, (i. C. Banerjee. the Judge, in Api)eal (hise No. lJ-l!t of VXM 
relating to the Bankura (’a>e. observed: — 

“It appears from the evidence that immediate ^raymeiits on foreign 
cheques were, in fact, made on some occasions and no 
mention oi this iriegulaiity was made by the auditors after 
examination of the bank accounts. If the accounts had 
been checked minutely, these irregularities could bave lK*en 
detected long before. The fact that these irregularities were 
not detected was, therefore, due to either of the two reasons, 
^viz., that the auditing wa.s done perfunctorily, that there 
was no real audit and what was shown as audit was merely 
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an audit on paper, or it may be that the way in which 
auditing was done was not sufficient to detect these 
irregularities.*’ 

Similar observations could be found in the departmental reports 
which have not seen the light of day. I may ask the Hon’ble Minister 
it he has tlic (‘ourage to produce certain documents — I would like to 
mention the documents also — if he was in a position to bring to light 
the re]»orts (d the eiKiuiring officers into the affairs of the South Calcutta 
Co-operative Society, into the affairs of Chatra Co-operative Society, 
and into the affairs of the Co-operative Fishing Society and some others 
ot whicli mention has been made in the House from time to time. I 
say with all the emphasis that I can command and with the full sense 
of responsibility that devolves upon me as one who is as much anxious 
to sec that rural credit is protected that unless audit is separated the 
pr(‘sent evils of the Co-operative Department cannot be eradicated, and 
the reputation of co-operative administration cannot be re-established. 
Jict me tell the House frankly and boldly what the fact is. 
Ihc present Ministers, just like their predecessors, are not prepared to 
allow tliese officers independence, because they use the services of these 
officers for their personal ends. This Hon 'hie Minister himself has 
used certain officers in his own personal mavters. The House is already 
cognisant of that. 1 can tell you that in connection with the famous 
case in which Justice Edgley has delivered judgiuent, it was discovered 
that a grou]) of officers, auditors and inspectors of co-operative societies, 
wen* engaged in fighting the election campaign for a certain Hon’ble 
Minister. That state of affairs is going to be re])eated. If the auditors 
wert* kept independent^ — nearly dOO officers are now there concerned W'ith 
auditing — they would not be available at the beck and call of the 
llegistrar or the Assistant Registrar to carry out their desires and 
whims in connection with many matters not connected with their 
duties. 1 submit, Sir, that tliis is a very deplorable state of a^airs 
which things have been thrown into, and I give the warning to Govern- 
ment and to members of the Coalition Party that they can pass Bills, 
that they can have legislatitms as they like, but if we find that injustice 
is going to be done to the depositors of co-operative societies by this 
kind of most unbusinesslike arrangements, it will be our painful duty 
to go about from house to house and tell the depositors not to put in a 
single farthing of money with co-operative societies. The 30 lakhs of 
Darbhanga will go out from the Provincial Co-operative Bank if he 
knows the manner in which auditing is done there. I know how the 
Co-operative Provincial Bank is managed and if depositors, are duly 
informed of . 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Maji I have two minutes more, 
SirP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 l>e^ to move that in clause 
72(2), in line Jl, after the word “prescribed” the words “not exceeding 
annas 4 per hundred of working capital” be inserted. 

1 further beg to move that after clause 72(2) tlie following new 
sub-clause he added namely : — 

“(J) If the audit is not completed within six months of the close 
of the financial year, no audit fee shall be (’harged on the 
Co-operative Society.” 

Mr. Deputy Sjieaker, this clause is really the acid test of what the 
Government and what the Coalition Party want to do with regard to 
the co-oi)erativ(‘ movement, whether they want to save the (‘o-oj)erative 
movement or ilu'v want to destroy it. The uhole test is. this clause. 
About this, it is v(‘r\ sur])rising that though inmi the Ilon’hle .Minister 
downwanU all the non-ofli('ijil jiersons concerned in IIk' eo-operat iv»‘ 
movement in their otficial r(‘port in the co-operative alliama* ha\»* 
expressed ilo' opinion that audit is to he M‘])arated and should he 
sepal at (mI, when a Hill is brought before the House, after two ,\ear.s of 
cogitati(»n . nothing is said about it, and as my friend Dr. Sanyal has 
pointed out if it is not possible to-day, and if the H(urhlt* MinisttU’ 
w'ants to do it aft(‘r three months ()r six nnuiths, lie will have to bring 
in an amendment hill to do so. If that he his id**a, if he really wants 
to separate audit from administration, I think it is meet ami projier 
that it should be moved here or he should ai-eejit the amendment put 
from this side so that it ma> be passed into law. and he l an give effect 
to it as early as |)ossible. 

J have moved two amendments, namely, that the audit fee sliouhl 
notjie more than 4 annas per lls. KM) of working eapifal. Th<‘re are 
about 2o erores of working capital, and calculating onlinaril>, we can 
get about four lakhs of rupees as audit fees, and that sum I think will 
be quite suffieient to meet all the expenses and something extra may 
be got also for other purposes. The rules here provide 10 annas for 
Rs. 100 .subject to the maximum of Rs. 140 and o ajinas [lei Hs. 100 for 
central bank.s with a maximum of Rs. 3>0. Smaller banks have been 
penali.sed in the intere.sts of larger bank.s. Larger banks which can 
afford to pay more are put in a better position, and the small hanks and 
village banks have to pay a much higher rate than the bigger hanks, 
^hat is qp the face of it not equitable. Take the case of a new crop 
loan society in w^hich a peasant keeps Rs. /» or Rs. 10. These societies 
having a capital of 
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Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIM AHMED: On a point of order, 
Sir. Is this relevant.^ Clause 72 only says: "The accounts of every 
co-operative society shall at least once in each year, and by such date 
as may he prescribed, be audited by the Registrar or by an audit officer 
authorised by him in this behalf by general or special order in writing.*' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, it is relevant. You just see the 
new amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Clause 72 (2) relates to fees. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, in the rules we find that it is 
always the small bank that suffers. We want to put a stop to this sort 
of thing. If, us has been demanded by this side of the House, the 
audit is left to the Accountant-General, and if all the auditing work is 
done in a strict way, it will be much cheaper, it will cost much less 
than it is at present. 

Sir, there are many .societies which have not been audited for the 
last three years. 1 do not want to mention the name of any society, 
but 1 do not think that the Hon’ble Minister will dare contradict me. 
It is. Sir, a sad state of things. We hear much about embezzlements, 
and ever} sessi<ui we hear oi one or two new enil)ezzlenients. Co-opera- 
tive societies have not been audited lor the last three years, and even 
after audit it requires 0 to 8 months to get the audit report from the 
auditor througli an Assistant Registrar, and that also after several 
reminders. That is a state of affairs possible only under the present 
system where the auditors are responsible to the ministry and the 
Registrar. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has been in office for more than 
three years and still there are co-operative societies which have not 
been audited since he assumed othce. If after all this you still insist 
that the audit should be under the Registrar who has shown that he 
is not able to manage the atlairs of co-o})erative .societies by having 
the account.s of the societies properly audited, I think you will not press 
that the audit should remain under the Registrar. * 

With the.se words, Sir, I .support the amendments of Mr. Bauerjee 
and also press my own umendments. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, I rise to support the amend- 
ment of my friend 'Mr. Sibnath Bauerjee to clause 72 (2). I submit, 
Sir, that so far as the .system of audit fee.s is concerned, there is a 
considerable amount of misunderstanding in the House. It has been 
stated by the Hon’ble Minister that if audit fees are kept separate, 
it will entail loss on Government. I have before me. Sir, a table 
showing the amounts of audit fees realised from the year 1925-26^ to 
1985-8G and the expenditure on the audit staff. This expenSiture side 
includes certain expenditure which is properly chargeable to provincial 
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^enues, because they relate to super-audit, i.e.. the expenditure oj 
dmsional auditors and some inspectors who are also supposed to do 
super-audit work. It is stated in that statenient-1 an. quoting from an 
jllum.nat.n(f paper by Dr. J. P. Xiyogi. Minto Profes.sor of Economics. 
Calcutta I niversity, m the “Calcutta Keview“ of April it is 

*" the year 

19d4-t3o, there has been a saving to Government, a profit to Government 

due to the fees collected over and above the expenditure incurred on 
account of audit staff. The scale of fees levied is at the present moment 
controlled by the following rule: 10 annas per Ks. 100 of working 
capital subject to the maximum of Its. 140 in the ( use of a society other 
than a central society and :> annas per Rs. 100 of working capital 
subject to a maxiimim of Rs. OoO in the ca.se of a i‘entral socictv. 

It is true. Sir, that in the latest report available it has been shown 
that there has been a slight ex<*ess of expenditure over the fees collected, 
but, Sir, this has been accounted for by the prevailing uncertainty of 
colle(*tions, that is to say, if the collection was regular and the societieis 
were in a position to pay — sometimes they cannot get competent audit 
service as Mr. Ranerjee lias iminted out, and there are societies that 
have not been audited for the last three years when they naturally 
refuse to jiay — if these collections were duly made, the provincial 
revenues would Hnd a balance to its credit on account of audit fees 
collected. 1 submit, Sir, that there is some amount of foire in the 
argument on behalf of tlic societies whic'h claim tliat audit ]>cing a 
statutory duty of (Tovernmerit it should be free, as far us practicable 
and if it is n(»t free, at least the audit expen.ses that have to be paid by 
the societies sliould l>e as minimum as possible. Jn some of the pro- 
vinces, tlie audit expenses are shared between tlie societies and (ioverii- 
meiit. There is no reason why such contrihutiims should not be met 
from out of the provincial revenues here also. Gcivernnient, particularly 
the provincial tax-paver, is keenly interested in a proper audit of the 
societies. It mav be in tlie recollection of members of this House that 
on Account of losses in the co-ojierutive societies the provincial iax-iiayer 
has got to bear the brunt of the liability. Not long ago the Provincial 
Government had to jirovide subventions of Rs. '2 lakhs every year, 
which will come up to Rs. 2(1 lakhs, on account of loss incurred by the 
Provincial Co-operative Hank <lue to failure of the working of jute sale 
societies. It is proposed in the jiresent Hill tha4 the (Jovernment of 
Bengal will have some amount of liability on their own shoulders on 
account of the guarantees for tlie debentures that the co-operative 
societies may like to i.s.sue. If that is done, it is in the 
interest of Government and it is in the interest of the tax- 
Jtayers •of the province that audit should be done through 
Government agency independently of the administrative depart- 
ment of* the Registrar, and the fees must partly be borne by 
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Government also. I submit, Sir, that this is all the more 
ineumbent because of the insistent cry that audit should be separated 
from general administration. At the present moment, it has been 
argued by the Hon’ble Minister in charge that if immediate 
separation is effected, there will be an increase in expenditure, but. Sir, 
I am not at all convinced of this blutf. I call it a bluff, because on 
the face of it the figures show that Government would make some profit 
out of it and not certainly incur any loss if the audit of the co-operative 
societies is separated from the general administration. It is only to 
frighten members of the House that the Hon’ble Minister has come 
out with this statement. 1 submit, Sir, that if the auditors are kept 
free from the extraordinary additional duties which they have to 
perform — to give garlands to the Minister and arrange parties for 
officials when tliey go to the villages or to have el(*ction campaigns 
arranged tor them — they will be perfectly free to do their duties by 
the societies within the time allotted and within the expenditure that 
is provided for it. Surely the Hon’ble Minister will not argue that 
when he has got in and around (Calcutta any number (if Inspectors and 
Auditors collected to arrange such conferences and meetings and 
exhibitions and the like, these men do not neglect their usual work by 
the societies. Surely, there is a limitation lo human energy and when 
these othcers have got to ariange >om(‘lhiiig special, the> neglect their 
other (U'dinury duties. I submit that at the jirc.seiit monnmt the rnuch- 
ialked-oi sejiaration that the Hon’ble Minister promised has not been 
jictuully effected. What has been done nou There is a Chief Auditor 
iijipointed who is merely a technical adviser to the Kegistrar — he has no 
executive authorit.\ independent of the Kegistrar. The Divisional 
Auditors also are similarly the advisers of the Assistant Kegistrars in 
their respective areas. The Divisional Auditors when they get a report 
from the Auditors of jirimary .socielic.^ have got to submit a copy of 
their audit reports to the Assistant Registrar concerned while they 
.send anothei' copy to the Chief Auditor. The {lay, allowances and 
the travelling expenses of the Divisional Auditors and all other Auditors 
xjf primary societies have to be billed b\ and with the authority of ‘the 
Assistant Kegistrar or his subordinate officers. The.-e auditors there- 
fore are entirely dejiendent for their jirosjierity on the favourable note 
of the Assistant Kegistrar concerned. Surely, it is a wonderful device 
of separation when those men who are supposed to be independent have 
got to go tlirough tli^’ administrative control of the offic'ers whose work 
and activities they have to criticise. Sir, this is all the more necessary 
because of the increasing provi.sion in this Bill itself for administrative 
interference in the day-to-day administration of the societies by the 
llegistrar's own uien and by representatives appointed by the Registrar. 
Sir, it has betui our experience that even though there were ^no legaj 
powers, the Registrar has managed by-laws to be so amended as to 
empower the Regi.strar to take up the management of any ‘aociety if 
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the Registrar so chose. This has been done in the case of the Mynien- 
aingh Co-operative Central Bank and the latest addition has been that 
of the Baraset Central Co-operative Bunk and any uiiiul>er of such other 
banks. When the Registrar or his departmental ofKcers are actually 
engaged in the management, surely the auditors who are supposed to 
audi( the work of such societies cannot do their work honestly and 
straightforwardly if they liave to continue under the administrative 
control of such officers. And what has been the results The restill has 
been si^andalous. It has been revealed that in ahno.st every case fees 
have been realised from societies on the basi.s of fii'titious working 
capital. Dr. Nixogi pointed out in his note that “assets which liave 
no existence in fact, which have becoim‘ irreciiveruble owing to bad and 
injudicious investments, but which appear in the ])rofit and loss account, 
are chargeable v^itli audit fees. Representatives of credit societies 
resent when they are called upon to pay fees on working capital which 
has only an imaginary existence.” This has been realised on the 
basis of 10 annas per Rs. 100 of wuirking capital, and yet the necessary 
scrutiny has not been exercised by the Auditor and if any Auditor 
has got the c(mrage to go against the usual human weakness and 
stand up to write out a strong rep(>rt, what has been the fatcl^ That 
officer lias been iKUiali^ed. I can (juotc scviual instances in wdiicli 
officers of reputation have been transferred aw'uy without notice hecause 
they uttcmiiled t(j have an independent audit report. 

Sir. it is not without some amount of pain and humiliation that we 
have to >ay these things in this House. 1 have already stated that the 
wdiole sy>tem should be changed. Dr. Niyogi concludes by saying, 
“The present system should he done away with and audit umlertuken 
by Government free of cost.” My friend Mr. Sihiiath Banerjee has 
suggested a reduction in the fees. Dr. Niyogi wlio is surely not an 
agitator and is an economist (»f reputation hohliiig a most important 
post under the University of Calcutta, .siiggesls that the present system 
should he completely done aw'ay with. At the .same time audit officers 
should he relieved of the administrative work that they are now called 
upon to do. It is my information, Sir, that under the regime of the 
present Registrar a new' theory of audit suh-circles has been developed 
under w'hicb an Auditor of primary co-operative sm-ieties has to look 
after the day-to-day administration of a number of societies within 
his audit sub-circle. The duty which primartly devolves on the 
Inspector has to be performeil by the Auditor also. Probably the 
Hon’ble Minister apprehemU that if these Auditors are kept free, such 
duties w'ill have to be performed by the Inspectors, and the Inspectors 
would mot be in a position to cope with the work and there might be 
indirectly some increased expenditure. I submit, Sir, there is no neces- 
sity for this apprehension at all if the Hon’ble Minister and especially 
the Kegiftrar and his staff would allow the incumbents to do the duties^ 

24 
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for which they are appointed and not be taken away for other additional 
duties, additional work to please their master or to please the Hon’ble 
Minister, or the Cabinet. 

Sir, it has been laid down as a matter of rule that for every 200 
societies there will be an Inspector; for every 1,000 societies there will 
be an Assistant Registrar. During the last two years there has been 
a large increase — rather a fabulous increase — in the number of societies. 
I do not know if this increase has been to justify the very large number 
of appointments that have been made during the last two years, increas- 
ing the number of Auditors from 241 two years ago to something like 
350 at the present moment. I am doubtful if any of these societies 
will outlive the short period of crop loan for which they are designed 
and the additional expenditure that the Hon’ble Minister has 

MFi deputy SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, your time is up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 submit, Sir, that under 

rule 41 { 4 ) you will be pleased to extend my time by another two 

minutes because it is a Bill and w'ith regard to a Bill it is the customary 
practice for a member in all Legislatures to be allowed to speak for 
any length of time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But you are only supporting an 
amendment, and I think you have got nothing more to say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, this is a very important 

amendment and one on w'hich the whole future of the co-operative 

movement is dependent. Probably 1 might remind the honourable 
Deputy Speaker that there have been cases wlien honourable members 
of Central Legislature spoke for three or four hours and even overnight 
on important Bills and important amendments. 

(Mr. Speaker entered the Chamber at this stage and took the Chai^.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Dr. Sanyal, you will now’ conclude. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 submit that 1 would not 
have the nec essity of asking for any further time if the Hon’ble Minister 
could see his way to accept the very healthy suggestion that has been 
made in this amendment. 

Sir, 1 wouhl like to conclude by holding out that warning again 
that if the Hon’ble Minister feels inclined to stand by his obliging 
Registrar and to give a go-bye to the very healthy principle which haa, 
been enunciated and supported by all kinds of official and non^fficial 
opinion, it will be our painful duty to see that no Hindu puts iif a single 
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rupee in a co-operative society so long as proper audit is not arranged 
for. We are not going to throw away money for being played with 
by certain interested parties. I would like to say this also that there 
can be no justification for having a departmental Auditor for the 
Provincial Co-operative Bank — a man who has no experience as an 
Auditor, who does not possess any audit qualification — which deals with 
crores and crores of rupees, and that in place of the Chartered 
Accountant who was the Auditor of the Provincial Co-operative Bank 
for a very long period. If my friend Mr. J. N. Basu were here he 
would have borne me out. He said at one time that we should not 
have any one less qualified than a Chartered Accountant for auditing 
the Provincial Co-operative Bank. Contrary to this, however, the 
present Registrar has kept a henchman of his as Auditor, one who is a 
mere M.A. without any audit (pialification. Do you mean to say that 
the depositors are fools and that they wdll not be in a position to under- 
stand how the balance sheet is faked, how the Directors are all hood- 
winked and how' the Hon ’hie Minister’s ow'n brother gets the deposit 
from a certain central hank withdrawn at a time when no other money 
could be obtained by any other member, with money advanced from 
that provincial bank. 1 challenge the Hon’ble Minister and 1 challenge 
all the members of tlie Coalition Party particularly my friend 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman, who is so excited, to come wdth me anrl I will 
show from records that at u time w’hen no other depositor could get 
money from the said central bank the bndher of the Hon’ble Minister 
was able to draw' his money from that jiarticular central bank. Can 
you think of any greater nepotism ^ It is a fact which I am throw'ing 
openly on the face of the Hon’ble Mini.ster, let him have the c<»urage to 
deny. After a few’ days I shall give the facts of the case, if necessary, 
to show how audit is going on and to what extent it is going to injure 
the interests of the co-oj)erative societies and of the department as a 
whole. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, I thank you for 
perAitting a member of this group to speak. 1 speak independently 
in my personal capacity, and not on behalf of my group, though I 
imagine most of the group agree with me generally. I myself, 
although I caiifiot go with Mr, Bancrjet* all the way, am jireparcd to 
go nearly all the way, almost all the way with him, hut not into the 
lobby. What he explained to us and pleaded foi to us is, I think, 
accepted not merely as a principle but as a necessity, by any one wdio 
has anything to do not only with co-operative societies but with 
business in general. An independent audit is a necessity for the 
healthy* transaction of any business of any sort. I think the House 
will agree with thi.s. Certainly the provincial bank agreed wdtli it, 
the Seledt Committee agreed with it; yet before the end, the f^lect 
Committed except two stout members were converted, and the Board 
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of Directors of the provincial bank were also reluctantly persuaded 
not out of their opinion but into the opinion that the necessary changes 
were not immediately a^isable. It is for that reason that while I 
support Mr. Banerjee, I cannot support him right through to the end. 
The reason why we were persuaded into this view, after saying that 
it is vital for the health of the co-operative movement that all audit 
should be independent, was briefly this : The department has for 30 
years evolved round departmental audit and it is difficult in a moment 
to change the practice, the habit, the outlook and the spirit of 30 years. 
It is necessary to change all that, but it will take some time. Further- 
more, we were convinced by the material put before us that it would 
be a costly business at the moment and that it would take time also to 
rearrange the finances, if the co-operative movement itself might be able 
to obtain any revenue that Government could provide for the adminis- 
tration of co-operative credit. For that reason I was finally instructed 
by the Board of the provincial bank not to move a contemplated 
amendment which w^as similar to or identical with Mr. Banerjee’s. 

Therefore my position briefly is, that I think this should be done, 
but I accept the argument that it cannot immediately be done. My 
suggestion, therefore, is if this amendment is rejected and the Bill 
goes through as it is, let the Minister and the department immediately 
give their attention to this, to considering how the administration can 
be so modified little by little that before very long the necessary 
change in audit method will be possible. Further, I think that an 
eft’ort should be made in a very short time, say within a year, to bring 
the administration of all the larger institutions, provincial banks, 
central banks and institutions of that im])ortance, under independent 
audit. I think further that there should be a committee appointed, 
of the Co-operative Department, the Finance Department, and it might 
get help from those in this House wdio have interest in, who have 
studied and who have experience in, various branches of the co-opera- 
tive movement. This committee should consider how within a period 
of time, say three, four or five years, the whole spirit, the wdiol^ 
conception of the administration might be changed, so that audit 
becomes (piite independent and not a function of the department. 
Whether it becomes a function of the Finance De])artment or something 
independent, the committee could perhaps decide. I would ask the 
House not to be ow:rimpreR.sed by arguments about corruption. We 
are given vague details, and I dare say there is ground for some of 
these statements. If I brought my book of cuttings with me, I could 
have quoted observations about the conduct of banks and the peculiar 
book-keeping of banks that are not co-operative institutions. I could 
have shown that village banks, town banks, country banks undi^r 
independent audit, are not invariably satisfactory. That is aM T wisV 
to say. I think that any committee appointed as I have* suggested 



1940.] 


GOVERNMEXT BILL, 


357 


'Would find very strong argument for one point of view in the vigorous, 
comprehensive and valuable note of dissent that has been put befoie 
the Assembly by Mr. Banerjee. He was one of the two stxnit men 
that were not persuaded out of their opinion by arguments that were 
sufficient to persuade nearly a dozen men here and twenty-four men 
of the provincial bank. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are henchmen and not men. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I would not have 
intervened in this debate at this stage, but that this clause 72 is a 
very important one. As lias been said by the previous speaker, 
Mr. Wordsworth, I agree that separation of audit from administration 
is a necessity and also deserves serious consideration. I speak only 
to make it clear that the attitude ()f the members on this side should 
not be misunderstood simply because they support the Government. 
It is true that independent audit is necessary and for want of such 
an audit the audit work could not be smoothly carried on by the 
officers who owe their allegiance to the department itself. But the 
question is; if there is separation of audit here, can >ou ssiy that 
the administration can be cured of corruptions completely unb'ss the 
personnel of audit are honest and diligent I'' In other departments, 
like the Local Self-Government Deportment, in municiiialities and 
district Ixmrds I have myself seen indepemlent audit taking place under 
the general superintendence of the Accountant-Gen(*ral. Then one 
of his audit officers goes to the kstal bodies and inspects and examines 
their accounts for two or three months, but still I know of defalcations 
going on for years together undetected. There you have independent 
audit, but you have not been able to prevent defalcation. So indepen- 
dent audit is not the only j>anacea for the disease. After all, it 
depends on the personnel of the auditing staff. If an auditor wants 
tb Ao his work honestly and if he is an honest officer — and there is 
no presumption against a man’s honesty and every man is presumed 
to be honest unless he is proved dishonest — then he is sure to do his 
work well. If the Registrar is not absolutely corrupt and if he does 
not want bad audit, there is no reas^m why the audit WMirk of the 
Registrar should be subjected to such condemnation as poured upon 
it by my friends opposite. Of course, I agree with them that there 
is theoretical difficulty if there is no separation of audit. I would not 
have disagreed with the criticism of the opposition, but for the remark 
that Dr. Sanyal made to the effect that in the absence of independent 
apbdit no Hindu would put money in these banks. 

♦ 

Dr. NULINAKfHA 8ANYAL: Because it is the Hindu money 
with which these societies are running. 
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Khsil Bflhsdiir JALALUDDIN AHMEDs No doubt I appreciate 
his arguments and his learning as well as his study of the subject, 
but I wish he had avoided all these threats because after all hard 
words break no bones; on the other hand, this will have the effect of 
stiffening the attitude of our party. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Especially with |the thoughtless 
majority that is carrying on the administration as it is doing now. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMED: Well, I may say that the 
majority is never thoughtless. The majority always carries the House 
with it by argument and reason. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have the measure carried; but 
anyway Darbhanga’s 13 lakhs will not come; we will see to that. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMED: Anyway, Sir, I do not 
want to bandy words wdth Dr. Sanyal, and he should not interrupt 
me in this way. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Don’t mention all these things, 
and I won’t interrupt you. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMED: You yourself have 
mentioned all these things and that is why I am referring to them. 

After all there has been something in the speech of Dr. Sanyal 
which shows that it is Dr. Sanyal’s opinion that had the Co-operative 
Department been run by any other officer than by the present Registrar 
the working of the department would have been much better. It may 
be his opinion, but I believe his opinion is not shared by the House 
as a whole. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May be, my opinion is not shared 
by the House but it is true. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMED: Only some time ago, 
just before I startedr for Calcutta, I was offered a brief in a case of 
defalcation started on the result of dej)artmental aiidit which shows 
that the department does not suppress defalcation. I have conducted 
caaes of defalcation of the Registration Department. For 10 or 12 
years there has been going on defalcation of the landlords’ fees to the 
tune of Rs. 50,000 and a very important person was concerned in the 
affair. But nothing was detected for long. Of course, aifdit had^ 
gone on year after year, lasting at times for two or three mbnths, but 
what was the result? There was independent audit, but it appeara 
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that independent audit is not free from criticism. But at the same 
time I admit with Mr. Wordsworth that it is very desirable that we 
should have independent audit, but if mj' friends opposite emphasise 
this thing again and again and give dissertation on its necessity, then 
it is only flogging a dead horse and repenting a thing which is admitted 
on all hands. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So why not make this (dause 
permissive? Then we could have understood it. 

Khan Bahadur UALALUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 put a question to 
the Hon’ble Minister us to why he had not sejmrated audit from 
administration so that this ugly feature might have been removed. 
He said that he was prepared to do so, but for the cost involvt‘d. But 
T think that if the Hon’hle Minister will at least give us nn assurance 
that he would appoint a committee to go into the whole question 
whether separation of audit from administration is possible at a 
moderate cost and w'ith the staff he has now’ provided independent of 
the Registrar, then perhaps there would be no objection from the other 
side of the House. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After adjournment. ) 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Much discussion has 
already taken place on this matter, Sir. Therefore, I ought not to 
say anything about it, but as the mutter is very urgent, and it 
is one of the subjects about the Bill regarding whicli T feel strongly, 
I think it will be doing injustice to myself if I do not say at least 
one or tw’o things about it. Sir, I won’t go into the detail as to what 
the Floud Commission or the Royal Commission on Agriculture, about 
19 years back, have said about it. I w’ill cite only one instance which 
I know very definitely and with w^hicli I am more or less intimately 
associated. It definitely proves how, for want of separation of the 
Audit Department from the Administrative Department, a lot of 
corruption has crept into the w’hole co-operative movement in Bengal. 
I refer. Sir, to the case of Bhogpur Samavoy Bank. Sir, this bank 
is situated in the subdivision of Tamluk in the district of Midnapore. 
Its Secretary is now undergoing imprisonment for a term of three 
years for falsification of accounts, forgeries of documents and many 
other .things. The case against him was started in 19?17, but it really 
.Teferred to matters connected with 1934, 1935 and 1936. The Auditor 
appoiifted by the Registrar audited the bank during these three years, 
1834, 1935 and 1936, and certified that the accounts, the papers and 
everything in connection with the bank were satisfactory. Then; 
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subsequently something wrong leaked out and there was a case against 
the Secretary. The case was tried in Tamluk Subdivisional Court and 
then in the Sessions Court at Midnapore, and the punishment was 
upheld in the High Court. When the case was going on, the Secretary 
pressed repeatedly to have the Auditor brought before the court either 
as an accused or as a witness, but owing to the apparent support which 
he got from the Co-operative Department, especially the Registrar, 
he was brought in neither as an accused nor as a witness. That is 
how, owing to non-separation of the Audit Department from the 
Administrative Department, this Auditor got the support from the 
department and he was not punished. Had he been punished in this 
particular case, I am sure a lot of corruption would have been 
impossible in the future. 

I might have cited several other instances I know of, but I refrain 
from doing so owing to want of time, and because much discussion 
on the matter has already taken place. I will only refer before I sit 
down to one thing and that is this idea of 8e])aration (d audit from 
administration is not a new thing. Twelve years before the Royal 
Commission suggested it, and it is a matter for regret or rather sliame 
that the Hon’ble Minister who has brought in this Rill afler twelve 
years has not found it worth his while to sei)aratc the two departments 
in spite of the large number of defalcations that have already taken 
place in connection with the co-operative movement. I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister will accept the amendments, wliich have been so ably 
put forward by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee and Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : Sir, in the course of the 
discussion of the C()-(»perative JRll, it seems to me that we have 
arrived at a stage where we are faced with the most important and 
far-reaching question of tlie whole matter. I'herc are two things which 
really trouble the intelligent minds in their consideration of this 
Bill — the title and the tutelage of the whole department under official 
zoohim and in the second place making the Audit Department separate. 
Both these things have got to be faced squarely and a ready solution 
ought to be made available in the interests of the province as a whole. 
Mr. Banerjee and Di;. Sanyal quoted arguments and facts, which 
seemed to me to be irrefutable, and the spokesman in support of the 
Ministry, viz., Mr. Wordsworth of the Euro|}ean Group, and Khan 
Bahadur Jalaluddin, have not tried to advance counter-arguments to 
refute those which have been advanced fnun this side of the House. 
Mr. Wordsworth’s arguments have almost taken my breath aw^y. 
dealing with the allegations of corruption, Mr. Wordsworth has gone 
far enough, and he has said, ‘‘Well, there are petty defalcations in 
the country banks, in village banks, and so on.” I do not know 
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whether he is justifying dishonesty on the basis of precedents. Mr. 
Wordsworth ought to know that there are defalcations even in big 
European banks in his own country. But is he going to advance that 
as a precedent for multiplication of dishonesty and corrujdion in his 
own dear country, Englumiy Sir, we know in this country the 
famous case which came up before their liordships of the lion 'hie 
High Court — I mean the (‘ase of Robert Wachoupe of the Survey 
Department. He was found to be an arch-villain, although 
highly placed in the service of (lovernment. But will he justify other 
dishonesties on the ground that this particular highj)laced otlicial of 
the Survey Department was found to be dishonest. My friend Khan 
Bahadur Jalaluddin for whom I have real respect has sai«l that in 
municipalities, local self-governing institutions, in spite of the periodi- 
cal audit, there are defalcations detected. Well, if that is to he the 
argument, it is an argument in supjmrt of the dangers which have 
been pointed out by the opposition. Sir, even with tht* best of inten- 
tions, and in spite of periodical independent audit, we find in self- 
governing institutions and in Government departments dishonesty amf 
corruption stalking and crawling. That is all the nn)re reason why 
the most important department of the nation-building side of the 
Government should be subject to a still further and more can^ful 
scrutiny of the Audit Department. Deceptions sometimes defeat even 
intelligent audit. But that is no reason why we slnmld put a premium 
of dishonesty upon thi> valued department of Government. Sij-, it is 
well known that defalcations and corruptions in this dcj)artment in 
the past are ojien scandals, and instances have been given which it 
seems to me are not capable of repudiation, becaU'Jc they have found 
they are mentioned in letters of gold in th(‘ judi<ial pronoum-cimuits 
of the highest tribunal of this province, and if we have got to grow 
wdse by experience, we have to overhaul this department in such a way 
as to make recurrence of similar defahuitions a thing of the [)ast. 
Sir, thi.s is a matter which should be discussed above the plane of 
recrimination. To me it appears that the prosi)ects and resjmnsibi litiea 
of the (k)-operative Department are increasing manifold. For examjile, 
Sii, by the passing of the Money-lenders A<d and by the nipid man h 
of progress of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, both of which 1 
welcome a.s good legislation, private money-lending has become shy 
and in future it will become shier still, and we i^l hope that private 
money-lending will give place to public money-lending and that (‘an 
be done only by a healthy operation of the Co-operative Department. 
Persons who have got anything to invest will be wise in future in 
making, their investments not privately nor through smaller banks, 
but they .will find greater safety by investing their wealth or the small 
things that they have got in the co-operative banks. That is to say, 
Bir, the Go-operative Department and the co-operative banka will be 
depositories and trustees of big and small creditors and even, Sir, of • 
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persons who invest their all in these banks. I say, Sir, the prospects 
of tlie Co-operative Depa^rtment lie in the direction of investments in 
banks. There will be small agricultural industries and commercial 
enterprises in the remote corners of the villages, and they will all be 
financed to a large extent by the Co-operative Department. That is 
to say, the Co-operative Department will no longer remain a mere 
department of Government, but it will turn out to be a department 
round which the public will rally in order to make investments which 
will be fruitful and which will be safe. Therefore, Sir, it is necessary 
that the audit should be such as to ensure the greatest amount of 
aafety and to inspire some amount of confidence in the minds of our 
constituents. Whether the Maharaja of Darbhanga has got Rs. 30 
lakhs or not is of no concern to me. Darbhangas may come and 
Darbhangas may go. (Laughter.) We are more concerned with the 
X, Y, and Z — the people whom we represent — and it is more on account 
of the safety and confidence of these petty persons of the villages whose 
resources are limited that the auditing should be broadbased upon the 
principle of safety and confidence. 

Sir, Dr. Sanyal has given facts. These facts are in themselves 
staggering, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will either meet them 
successfully or will admit them and see his way to modify the clause, 
consistent with the demand or desire of the people. Sir, it is not a 
question of Hindu money or Muslim money. Muslim money is as 
dear as Hindu money (Cries of “Hear! hear!'’ from tlie Coalition 
benclies.) No Muslims will ever run to the banks to make their small 
investments unless they are satisfied with regard to the safety and 
purity ot the administration. A Muslim’s money ought also to be safe 
-even under a Muslim Government, and unless they have really satisfied 
their own conscience that the administration is subject to successful, 
efficient and honest audit, well, they will certainly think many times 
before running to the provincial banks. So, Sir, my respectful sub- 
mission before the Coalition Party is this: That they should not 
wait, they should not be content merely by assurances. These 
assurances do not go far enough. I am not prepared to be satisfied 
with an assurance from my esteemed friend Mr. Wordsworth and my 
friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed. After all what are assur- 
ances It an assurance is given to-day that one year after this matter 
w’ill be put into operation, I submit, Sir, that we can visualise the 
eituatiou well enough. One year after it will be on the eve of the next 
general election, and I am sure the Hon’ble Minister will not have the 
time or inclination to depart from the steel-frame, because even the 
most honest Minister will iry to use his department for the purpose 
of his next election. ^ 

Sir, Mr. Wordsworth’s argument about costliness is ♦absolutely 
Kollow. After all good money has to be protected and, if necessary* 
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good money has got to be spent for that protection. Provincial Auto- 
nomy has proved to be most costly » but is it any argument to say 
that it is too costly an experiment to be tried at allP Independence will 
prove costlier on the part, of Government, but that is certainly neither 
here nor there. These Ministers have proved costly, but we cannot get 
rid of them. We cannot get rid of even the Muslim Government or 
avoid things which have been hurled upon our heads. By all means 
we must avoid cost, but when it comes to a question of protection of 
the energies and resources of the people, by all means money has to be 
found, and to-day. Sir, instead of waiting for the year to come, merely 
vegetating upon the idle assurances of the Minister, we must <lemond 
that the Hon ble Minister must forthwith find his way to ai'cepting the 
amendment. He can, of course, postjnme the operation of the entire 
matter for six months or for one year, but let us not be misguided by 
fallacious arguments. Let us not placate our conscience by arguments 
in which we <lo not agree. Let us not make one corruption take the 
place of another. There have been Ministers and ministries whicli have 
been corrupt and are dishonest, but all the same we desire our ministry 
to be perfect, cletui and conscientious. Similarly, we may have insti- 
tutions in India and in England which have not l)een beyond (juestion 
and which have been found to be corrupted, but all the same in view 
of the tuture developments that are likely to take })lace in this depart* 
ment, we must take our stand firmly on our conscience and from to-clay 
we must rebuild the department in such a way that it will not merely 
be a dei)artment in which the ministry will take pride but a depart- 
ment which will command the confidence of the entire publi(‘. (Loud 
cheers.) 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
as one having some intimate knowledge about the working of the 
Provincial Co-operative Bank, 1 feel it my duty to repudiate the 
charges levelled against the Provincial Co-operative Bank as regards 
iLs^ audit. Formerly, tlie audit of the bank was done by Messrs. Hoy 
and Roy and then by Messrs. (L Basil and Company, but in spiti of the 
independent audit, this bank suffered a loss of nearly 2d lakhs of 
rupees in jute sale societies, and that at a time when we had a very 
competent Registrar in the person of the late Eai Jamini Mohan Mitra 
Bahadur. So, Sir, I would most respectfully suljmit that independent 
audit is not a panacea for all the evils from which a co-operative 
society or a co-operative bank may suffer. 

Sir, I might say without any fear of contradiction that the present 
departmental audit is much more thorough than the so-called indepen- 
ident awlit by Chartered Accountants, etc. In this connection 
I wish'to draw your attention to the fact that in spite of independent 
audit th§re were defalcations in the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Co- 
operative Society, the Hooghly Central Bank, and the Ghatal Bank/ 
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Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the case of the Hooghiy BanJr 
there was no independent audit. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: What my friend 
Dr. Sanyal says is apparently a hearsay knowledge; whereas wdiat 1 
am saying is from direct knowledge of an independent audit. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are reading from the 
Registrar’s notes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, you are going beyond 
the limits of Parliamentary etiquette in attributing motives to an 
honourable member of the House. You said that the Khan Bahadur 
was reading from the Registrar’s notes — that is more than attributing 
a motive. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The honourable member said that 
what I said was all a hearsay, but I quoted from a judgment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you cannot say that the Khan Bahadur was 
reading from the Registrar’s notes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I w^as just inquiring of the source 
of his information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you cannot do that. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I submit that 
whatever Dr. Sanyal says about co-operative societies is nothing but 
hearsay, because he has not had the opjmrtunity of studying the work- 
ing of any co-operative society. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank God! I am no protege. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: My friend, you have 
not been able to be a ’protege even though you tried to be so 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Of any Hon’ble Minister or any 
high officer of the Co-operative Department? (Laughter from Congress 
members.) 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: With tb^e few 
words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 
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Tbi mHi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs Sir, I have 
listened to this debate raised over clause 72 of this Bill, with regard to 
irhich three of my hououralde friends have tabled several amendments 
suggesting mainly that audit should l>e sejwirated from the general 
administration. I can a-^sure the House that no one is more anxious 
than myself to see a thing of that nature l)eing put into actual practice, 
and I did not expect that two of my honourable friends who gave a lead 
to this debate should have travelled far and wide in telling the House 
that that w'ould be an ideal state of afifairs, namely, that audit should l>e 
separated from the general administration, so far as the (‘o-o])erutive 
movement in this province is concerned. Sir, in oi>posing tlu» amend- 
ment for recommittal (jn the 17th July last when I put forward my 
motion requesting this House to take the Bill, as reported by the Select 
Committee, into consideration, I pointed out that in presenting my first 
Budget under this head on the 2nd September, 1987, T had suggested 
that this would be one of the things that I would take up, so far as this 
department was concerned, in order that guarantee could be given to 
the investing public that their money was absolutely safe in the move- 
ment. Now, Sir, various things have been said and I would only 
recjuest the House just to pause for a moment and consider if all the vile 
language that has been used has got anything to do with the main sub- 
ject at issue — the e.xpressions and language that they have used have 
got as much reference to (he subject-matter as the cover of a book Ivas 
gf>t to its contents. It has l)een said that because audit was not sepa- 
rate, there have been these defalcations. Sir, may I resix'ctfnlly ask 
my honourable friends who have put forward arguments of this nature 
to tell the House as to w^ho it was who committed the defalcations. 
Do they seriously suggest that because the departmental officers did not 
do the audit in time, the persons who were entrusted with the manage- 
ment of a particulai' society slunild have advised to commit these 
defalcations? T do admit that audit was not done in time, hut that is 
not the question at in.-sue. The question that has been put forward is 
that because audit was not separate from the general administration, 
it «Was po.ssible to have so many defalcations in tliis movement. If 
defalcactions have taken place, they have taken place either in some of 
the central banks of the pnivince or in some of the societies. With 
regard to the two particular societies mentioned by Dr. Suresh (Jiandra 
Banerjee, T am extremely sorry to say that T have no direct knowledge 
of them. He has also referred to the case of defalcation at Tarnluk in the 
district of Midnapore where defalcation was detected and the Secretary 
"Was properly punished, being sentenced to hard labour for three years. 

Now, Sir, as I said, no one is more anxious than myself to have 
aeparatiofl of audit from general administration put into actual prac- 
4,)ce. la point of fact, mv friend, Mr. Satvapriva Banerjee, as n 
membef of the Select Committee, knows very well that the Select Com- 
mittee h^d prolonged di«cu8sion and debate over this matter. Now be 
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read only a portion of the repoH made under Chapter YIII of this Bill, 
and I would respectfully call the attention of the House to the last 
sentence where we observed thus : The ultimate object, however, is pne 
which we regard as of the highest importance and we wish to record 
our confident expectation that Government will by executive action 
adopt every means in their power to secure that officers responsible for 
the audit of societies will as far as possible be completely independent 
of officers engaged in their day-to-day administration. 

Now, I also pointed out (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That is a 

bluff!) That is your expression and not mine. 

Now, following that, we have put the central banks of the province 
absolutely under a separate staff of audit officers. I pointed out about 
three years ago in connection with the Budget of mine that the depart- 
ment was suffering from a shortage of staff and the departmental officers 
had no training and that as soon as the staff would be enlarged and 
they would be put through a training, this would be one of the sub- 
jects that w’ould be taken up for consideration. As a matter of fact, 
after the officers have been given training, w’e have put a large number 
of them absolutely for audit w’ork in the central banks numbering about 
120 in the province to-day. My friend, Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahman, 
as a Director of the provincial bank, has pointed out to the House as 
to how the audit of the Provincial Co-o|)erative Bank is done. So far 
as this staff of audit officers are concerned, they are placed absolutely 
under the Divisional Officers and the latter again work under the Chief 
Auditor. 

Again, it has been said that the Chief Auditor is no more than an 
adviser to the Registrar. Now, it must be admitted that that is one of 
his duties Wi'uuse with regard to audit and with regard to whatever 
may appear in the audit notes, it is he who must be the technical 
adviser to the departmental head and nobody can get away from that 
fact. It must he the general administration of the department which 
can put these mistakes right and can direct the societies to rectify the 
mistakes that appear in the audit. That being the position, I faiPto 
see how we differ from one another as to what the aim of the depart* 
ment ought to be so far as the audit work is concerned. Sir, my 
esteemed friend, the Chairman of the Provincial Bank, Mr. Wordsworth, 
has iK)inted out how these things are being done. It may be mentioned 
to the House at this siage that so far as village societies are concen^ed, 
the number of which is about 30,000 or more, it is not a practical pro- 
jwsition to separate audit from general supervision. Whenever an 
Auditor is called upon to audit the affairs of a village society, he has 
got to show and give lessons to the society as to how the books of 
accounts have got to he kept and as to how they should develop their, 
internal affairs so that they may really act in a co-operative spilrit and 
help one another in that spirit. So, as far as the village societies are 
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co&cemed, it is not a practical proposition at the present moment to 
separate audit from general supervision. In point of fact, nowhere it 
haJi huea suggested that, so far as the village societies are concerned, 
anything serious has hapjmied which calls for immediate separation of 
audit from general 8U|)ervisiou. Regard being had to the point of view 
that the Select Committee took in this matter, 1 respectfully submit that 
this is not a serious question which calls for immediate attention. So 
far as the affairs of central banks are concerned, they have l)een put 
absolutely under a separate staff of audit officers. (l)r. Nalinaksiia 
Sanyal: That is a bluff.) I would not stoop so low as to answer these 
vile interjections. 

Now, as regards the various cases that my friend, l>r. Sanyal, had 
taken i>ain8 to mention to the House, I may say that these are the few 
cases which he has mentioned to the House ad imusenm not only 
through (jiiestions but at the time of the Budget discussion us well, and 
it fell to my lot to point out to the House in reply as to what the facts 
were. It has now been pointed out on the floor of the House by my 
friend, Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahman, with regard to the Hooghly 
Central Bank and a few others that they were alwolutely under indei>en« 
dent audit. So far as the observation of the learned Assistant Sessiona 
Judge is concerned, I may say that he would not have made an obser* 
vation of that nature if he had gone through the evidence of the 

case (Dr. Naltnak.sha Sanyal: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 

Hon’ble Minister justified in casting reflection on the judgment of a 
courts) I am pointing out to the Hou.se what the facts were. It has 
been pointed out in evidence that the books were audited by a Inxly of 
Incorporated Accountants and that it w’as an officer of my dei>artment 
who detected that defalcation and on the basis of this detection, a 
criminal case was instituted resulting in the conviction of the Secretary 
and his cousin. Sir, I will not go further into this matter. 

Now, Sir, I am indeed thankful to my friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal, who has put forward an ideal state of things. I am certainly 
at oie with him when he suggests that the administration .should l)e 
so piuch purified as to ( reate a feeling of confidence and resjx^ct in the 
whole movement. I am reallv thankful to him for having |K)inted this 
out to me, and I can assure him that nobo<ly is more anxious than 
myself to see the state of things develop in that line. I will not say 
that have not made inistake.s in the rwsV The department 

has made mistakes in the past. But that is no reason why 

we should not be allowed to go on and rectify those mistakes 
and by correcting those mistakes, to l»e able to put this move- 
ment on the right footing. Sir, it is with this object in 

view that I have taken very great pains to frame this Bill and put it 
forw^d for the consideration of the House, Coming to the merita of 
the amendftients, 1 submit, that in view of the steps already taken and 
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in view of what is proposed to be taken, there is no reason why any o 
these amendments should be accepted. On the contrary, if the amend 
menta were accepted, it Would not only involve Government in furthe 
expenditure of money, but it would land them into greater difficulties 
for if we are to take a staff for the purpose of audit work, we must hav( 
an equal number of officers for general supervision work. That alsi 
would cost much, and unless the House will be good enough to vote foi 
that exf>enditure, it would be premature on the part of the Governraen 
to come forward with a recpiest of that nature. We have no dati 
before us nor have we been able b) gather any result on the basis of pasi 
experience. These are matters on which we have got to be satisfief 
by exj)erience. We are requesting this House to give us this help, s( 
that we may be able to give things their actual shape and may be abb 
to come forward hereafter with the recjuest either to amend this Act oi 
to take further steps on the basis of experience. 

With regard to the three amendments moved by Mr. Sibnath 
Banerjee, the first of them does not re(iuire any further argument from 
me. I have already met that point. 

With regard to the second amendment where he says “the audit fee 
should not exceed 4 annas jK»r hundred ot working capital” I submit 
that it is a matter of detail. Jf my friend hud known how things are 
done, he would have known that at least for the first year and a half, no 
uudit fee is charged from any society. It is charged upon the working 
capital of the society where the society is able to l)ear that. When any 
difficulty is pointed out, the head of the department has got the power 
to remit the fee, and in fact, many audit fees have been remitted. 

With regard to his amendment No. 266 where he says that “if the 
^ludit is not completed within six months of the close of the financial 
•year no audit fee shall be charged on the co-o}>erative society,” he is 
forgetting the provision of clause 21 which has already been agreed to 
by this House. Clause 21 says that an annual general meeting will 
bave to be convened at least in every co-oj)erative year and then under 
the proviso of sub-clause 2 it has been definitely said that not more 
than 18 months shall lajxse after the date of the last preceding meeting. 
In any case, one annual general meeting should be held before the 
expiry of 18 months after the first one was held. That shows clearly 
that the point has been taken into consideration. Many things have 
been done in the past and these have been rectified or are being rectified. 
•Therefore I submit on the basis of that experience, there is hardly any 
justifiention for the amendments that have been moved. I oppose all 
the amendments. 

< * 

Mfi SBIAKEH: The question before the House is that the amend- 
jmexrts of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, Nos. 92, 94 and 96^ ^ 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: Would you kindly separale th* 
Spirit and the wordinjfs, so that there need not he two sets of voting. 


**rv **^^^'^^*?* ^ a division is poinjr to lx. called on 

one of these amendments. If you tell me on which amendment you are 
going to call a divi.sion, 1 will first put that ampiidiiient. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: l,et the main ,,uestion us to sepa- 
ration of audit from administration he put .separately, and then if that 
IS lost, let the two siiecific motions of Mr. Banerjee and mine be put. 
Anyway, you are at liberty to put the iiuestioiis in the form you think 
best. 


Mfa SPEAKER: I sliull just find out. 1 think amendment No. 93 
siiecitically laises that issue. So I will pul that amendment first and 
other amendment.s later. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyul that in clause 72 (/), line 3 
uher the word “by” the words “an authoiity apiMiinted by the l»ro- 
vincial Government and independent oi” l>t‘ inserted, was then put and 
a division taken with the follo^\ing result: — 


Afeul Ful, Mr. Mtf. 

■aiiArJI. Mr. P. 

■•Mrji, Mr. Satya Priya. 
■aaariaa, Mr. Siknata. 

•aaarlM, Dr. SarNk oaaaara. 
Barma, Baka Pramkarl. 

Barnaa, Baka Skyama Pra«a4. 
BUaraa, Mr. Sarandra Natk. 

Baat, Mr. Sarat Ckandra. 
Ckakrakarty, Mr.ilatindra Natk. 
fikattopaikyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Ckaudkari. Rai Harandra Natk. 
Das, Baka Radkanatk. 

Oat, Mr. Mtfimakan. 

Oat Rapta, Baka Kkafandra Nath. 
OaHi, Mr. Dkirandra Natk. 

Oalai, Mr. Narandra Natk. 

Oatta, Mr. Sahamar. 

Oatta Bapta, Mist Mira. 

Eaidadal N«|aa, Kaai. 

•aaBaly, Mr, Prataf Ckaadra. 
Bbaaa, Mr. Atal Kritkna. 

Biaaaddia Akaiad, Mr, 

Bapta, Mr. dtCM Okandra. 

Naaaa aR BiMwdMry, Mr. lyad. 
4al«laMla Maabtaiy, Hr. tyad. 
4alaa, Mr. I. o. 

Baaar, Mr. Atal Ckaadra. 


AYE8-66. 

Nanda, Mr. NithHka Natk. 
MaHi, Mr. NIkanJa iakari. 
Maltra, Mr. larandra Makaa. 
MaJI, Mr. AdwaHa Kamar. 
Majamdar, Mn. Htmaprava. 
Mai, Mr. itwar Ckaadra. 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 
Maadal, Mr.deytndra Natk, 
Maadai, Mr. Kritkaa Praaad. 
Mapkal Nttain, Mr. 

Makkarjat. Mr. B. 

Makkarji, Or. tkarat Ckaadra. 
I Mallick, srijat Aakataak. 
Naakar, Mr. Nam Ckaadra. 
Paia, Mr. Barada Praaaaaa. 
RaailxadMa Akaiad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Ckaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa laakar. 

Ray. Mr. Kitkarl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatha Natk. 
laayai. Or. Naliaaktka. 

•aayM, Mr. lataaka Itkkar. 
Ikakadali, Mr. 

SkaaNaddia AbmJN. Mr. M. 
•laka, Irljat Maaladra Bkataa, 
•ar, Mr. Naraodra Kaaiar. 
Tkakar, Mr. Pramatka Raajaa. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A.M. A. 


AMaJ Axilla ulaaa Md. 
Akdal HaRa. Mr. Mina. 
Akdal Hals, ir. Mia. 

25 


NOE8-S3, 

Akdal Naklia, Maahri. 
Akdal MaaiM, Mr. A.M. 
Akdal MaJM, Mr. lyad. 
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AMifi WalMfe KkiN, Mr. 

AkiMlIa-al Makaiooi, Mr. 

AMur Rakaiin, Kkaa takaiar A.r.M. 

Akaar Raukii Mahmook, Mr. 

Akkar Raaf, Kkan Sahik Mauivi a. 

Akkai Ikakaak, Maahri Mk. 

Aktkar Raia Okowkkary, Kfcaii|Rakakar MaatvU 
Akui Houia Afcmak, Mr. 

Akul Qaaaam, Mauivt. 

Aftak All, Mr. 

Akmak Aii Enayatpuri, Kkan Bakakar Maalana. 
Akmtk All Mrikka, Mauivi. 

Akmak Hoaain, Mr. 

Altaiukkin Akmtk. Kkan BakakaiiMaulvi. 
Amiaullak, Kkan lakik Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Mauivi Mk. 

Aakrafali, Mr. M. 

Aalak Hoatain Kkaa, Maaivi. 

Aafcar All. Maalvi. 

Bakrukkuja, Mr. Syak. 

•irkmyrv, Sir Hanry, Bart 
Biawaa, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Okippankaia, Mr. 4 . W. 

Ekkar, Mr. Upandranatk. 

Farkak Raia Okowkkury, Mr. M. 

Failul Huq, tka Han'kia Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Quakir, Kkan Bakakar Maalvi. 

Failur Rakman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failur Rakman, Mr. (Mymaniinfk). 

Bamaa, Mr. 8. A. 
flrlfflltki, Mr. 0. 
aurunf, Mr. Damkar linfk. 

Byaaukkin Akmak Gkaukkury, AlkakJ. 
Nafliukkin Ckaukkurl, Mauivi. 

Hamikukdin Akmak, Kkan lakik. 

Hatamaiiy kamakar. Kkan Sakik Mauivi. 
Hawkingi, Mr. R. 4 . 

Haywaak, Mr. Raiari. 

NIrtial, Mr. M. A. F. 


a 

Ikria Akmak Mia, MmiM. 
kaialukkin AkmH, Kkan Bakakar Mauivt 
Kakirukkln Kkan, Kkaa Bakakar Mauivt 
Maktakakkin Akmak, Kkaa Bakakar Maahrt 
Mankai, Mr. Birat Okaakra. 

Mankal, Mr. kagat Okankra. 

Manirukdin Akkaak, Mavfvt 
Mahammak All, Kkan Bakakur. 

Maksin Ali, Mr. Mk. 

Margan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

Maxammtl Huq, Mauivi Mk. 

Mukammak Afzal, Kkan Sakik Mauivi Syak. 
Mukammad lirail, Mauivt 
Mukammak Sikkiqua, Kkan Bakakur Dr. Syak. 
Muhammad Salaiman, Khan lakik Mauivt 
Muilick, the Han'kia Mr. Makanka Bahary. 

Mullick. Mr. Puiin Bahary. 

Muitagawaal Haqua, Mr. Syak. 

Nanky, tha Han'kia Maharaja Iritekankra, at 
CaMimbaaar. 

Natarullak, Nawakiada K. 

Rakman, Kkan Bahadur A.M.L. 

Raikut tha Han'kia Mr. Praunna Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Sahaka Alum, Mr. Syak. 

Sadcruddin Akmak, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Hajt 
Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madkuiudan. 

Sarajul lilam, Mr. 

Shahakuddln, Mr. Khwaja, C.I.E. 

Bhamsuddin Akmak Kkandkar, Mr. 

Stavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon|kla Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, the Han'kia Mr. 

Tafal Akmak Chaukhury, Maaivi Haji. 

Whitakaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 

Yuauf Ali Chaukhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being f)(» and the Nnes <S.’) the motion ^\as lost. 

The motion of Mr. vSatyapriya lianerjee — 

“that in clause 72 (i), lines 3 and 4, the words ‘by the Registrar 
or' be omitted; 

that in clause 72 (/), line 4, after the word ‘ofheer’ the words ‘or 
by such other ofiicers’ be inserted ; 

that after clause 72 (7), the following new sub-clause be inserted, 
namely ; — 

f 

‘(/n) The Provincial Government shall appoint an audit officer 
referred to in sub-section (7) and shall maintain a 
special staff for the purpose of co-operative audit 
independent of the Registrar and the Co-operative 
Department’.**, 


were then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Naliuaksha Sanyal — 

**that in clause 72 4, for the word ‘him’ the words Hh© 

Provincial Government’ he substituted.”, 

was then put and lost. 

The motions of Mr. Sibnaili Banerjee, viz. — 

“that in clause 72 (2), line d, after the word ‘prescribed’ the words 
‘not exceeding annas 4 per hundred of working capital* be 
inserted,” and 

“that after clause 72 (2), the following new sub-idause be added, 
namely : — 

‘(t3) If the audit ia not completed within six months of the 
close of the financial year no audit fee shall be charged 
on the t‘ 0 -operative society’.”, 

were then put and best. 

The question that clause 72 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(In use 2 . 

The motion of Dr, Naliuaksha Sanyal tliat clause 2lh) be omitted 
was then put and lost. 

The question tliat clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjourtiment. 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 30th July, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 


The Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 30th July, 1040, at 4-43 p.m. 


Prmnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Klmn Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the (’hair, 0 Hon’ble Ministers and 210 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Publication of remarks passed by the Text-Book Committee. 

*86. Mauivi AZHAR ALIS la) Will the Hon'ble Minl'<ler iti 
ohnrj^’e of tlie Kducation l)(‘pai‘tment l»e i)leav(‘(l to .stale wIkmIot the 
marks and remarks ^-iven by the membeis of the Text-Book ( ’onnnittees 
to the authors and publishers are published tor general infoimation ? 

f {!)) If the answer to (o) is in the nenati\e, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the (b>vernment contemplate the publica- 
tion of the same for the future ^uidaiu’e of the authors and publishers? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a) No. « 

(//) It is laid down in the rules for the workinj^ of the Bengal Text- 
Book Committee that autbor> and publishers shall not as a matter of 
right be informed of the reasons why a book has not been included in 
the approved list. In the case ol books which are apj)roved subject to 
the removal of defects it is obvious that authors and publishers must he 
informed of such defects. 


Mauivi AZHAR ALI. With reference to answer (b), where it is 
said “in the case of books which are approved subject removal 
of defects, etc.. etc.,“ will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
how books are approved with defects subject to correction? 
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Tlia Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, ordinarily if tliere are 

very serious defects they are not approved, but if there are minor 
defects, some direction is given. That is how they are approved 
subject to correction. 

Mauiwi AZHAR ALIS Is there not undue indulgence and 
favouritism ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question dpes not arise. 

Reduction of rent to tenants of dyoty Bhushan Banerjee’s estate in 
Chittagong. 

*87. Khan Bahadur MO. ANWARUL AZIMi (^i) Is the Uon'bkf 

Minister in cluirge of ihc Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that tlie nnyats of char Maghadia and char Surat Chandra 
Mirsarai, Chittagong, have b(‘en trying tor tlie reduction of 
rents paya])]e by them to the estate of Jyoty Hhusnn 
Jianerjee under the management of the Chittagong Court of 
Wards since and 

(//) that a nitoiiofial was submitted to the Roanl in 19d4 for the 
purposed 

(h) If so, will the Hon’lde Minister he pleased to state whether any 
relief was given to them? 

(r; It tlie answer to {h) is in the afliimatixe, will tlie llon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(1) to what extent, 

(2) on W’hat grounds; and 

* (-‘D in respect of w hicli mahal, 

the reduction was granted? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
.Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) A m|morial to that effect 

was submitted to the Board of Revenue in 1934 on behalf of the tenants 
of char Maghadia. 

(6) Tea. 

(c)' (1) Annual rent was reduced to Rs.H) per Shahi Kani from the 
original 'rate of R8.12 (one Shahi Kani is equal to 1 'GO acre). 

(2) the ground of hardship. 

(3) For the entire Mahal Char South Maghadia. 
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Supply of coins in exchango of ten-rupee and five-rupee notes. 

*88. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in eliarge of the Finanee Department aware — 

(/) that changes of ten-rupee and five-rupee currency notes are not 
available in the market in Bengal ; 

(//) tliai money-changers demand (‘ommission of two annas and one 
anna in changing ten-riy>ee and flve-rui)ee notes respectively? 

(h) If tli(‘ answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action the Government propose taking 
for the snpi)ly of coins in exchange ot ten-rupee and five-rupee notes? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): The member is referred to the reply 
given to short notice starred question No. 55 A asked by Mr. Sibnath 
Banerjee in the current session of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that since that reply one-rupee notes 
have been put into circulation in the Calcutta market? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not see, Sir, what 
difference my awareness is going to make. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of 
representing to the Government of Iinlia that one-rupee notes printed 
on thin paper would not suit the labouring classes and other population 
of Bengal? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. We sllaU 
wait and see. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would not be happy without it! (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You do not belong to the labour- 
ing class. Sir. (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, 55A 

C^ftU5T%3R (71 silver gilver 

<ltfl OT ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Vransfar of Mr. Fazlur Rahman of the Bengal Civil Service from Malda. 

•89. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: {a) AVill the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of tlie Home Department he pleased to state how 
nianj years Mr. Fazlur Hahman of the Bengal Civil Service has been in 
the district of Malda as — 

(1) Circle Officer; 

(2) Deputy Magistrate; and 

(3) in other capacities? 

(h) Will the Hon ble Minister be jdeased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(?) that he was transferred from Malda a few years ago but was 
again posted in the district of Malda; and 

('ll) that the said officer was recently transferred and his transfer 
was gazetted in the Calruita Gazette? 

(e) If the answer to (/;) (//) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether his transfer ha.s been caiicelled or, 
is being proposed to be cancelled ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale the reason 
therefor? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the transfer of the said officer 
from the district ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (1) For about oji years though not 
continuously. 

(2) Since the 2nd January, 1940. 

(3) Nil. 

fb) Yes. 

(c) It has been cancelled. 

(d) In the interest of the public .service. 

(e) Not at present. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the 'Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Officer’s transfer which was only published in 
the CaJeutt'a Gazette about two wrecks ago, was cancelled in the 
interests of public service or in the interests of the en.suing District 
J^ard elation? 

Tfio ltOii^blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, in the interests 
of public service. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Eon’ble Mmiater 
be pleased to state what is the normal tenure of a particular officer 
in a particular place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As a rule for Deputy 

Magistrates, the normal period is from two to three years. The Circle 
Officers are, I believe, for a longer period. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government have considered the question 
that intimate knowledge of the public of the place in the capacity of 
a Circle Officer disturbs the detacliment which is a necessary ingredient 
of a Judicial Officer, viz.. Deputy Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this is a matter of 
opinion, but I may point out that this Officer at the present time is 
not acting as a ('ircle Officer. He was a Circle Officer there and I 
believe he w'ent away for a time and he has now’ come back as Deputy 
Magistrate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVas he not working as a 
Circle Officer in the same station, where he is now Deputy Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That often happens. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the transfer w^as 
arranged in the interests of public service as much as the cancellation 
of the transfer, w’hich also has been in the interests of public service? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. In this case 
the transfer was made from here. Then we learnt that he has been 
appointed Census Officer, and therefore we have cancelled the tranifer. 
After the census is over the transfer will take place. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AA^ill the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the extraordinary qualifications of Mr. Fazlur Eahman 
that it has been thought necesvsary to retain him for six years at a 
Btretch ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Ministor 
be pleased to state the Government policy in the matter of re-posting 
Circle Officers as Subdivisional Officers or District Officers in the same 
district ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has already atatwl that it often happens. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: But I want to know the 
policy of the Government in that matter, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The imture of work is 
absolutely different. The Deputy Magistrate, who is not a Siibdivi- 
sional Officer has nolhiiig to do with the administration as a rule. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Is he or is he not a trying 
officer ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, but what has that 
got to do with the Circle Officer? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the last reply 
to my question, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tlirow more 
light if it was not known to the dejiartment, when the transfer wuia 
arranged that he was going to be apjxdnted by the department for 
doing census work ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ( ensus work in the 
district is an additional work, which is done entirely by the District 
Magistrate, and .(jovernment do not know an v thing until tlie District 
Magistrate imposes the duty on him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pllased to state whether it is a fact that the said officer who had served 
as Circle Officer before was transferred to Malda on ‘Jnd January and 
subsequently promoted as Deputy Magi.strate? 


Tha Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ^sk for notice, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that his transfer has been can- 
^celled %t the request of some (’oalition member? 


Tha Hon’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, that is not corrects. 
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Conduct of Polioo Suporintandent of BakarganJ. 

•90. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that in July, 1939, a body of workers approached the District 
Magistrate of Barisal when he was out on a tour in North 
Bakarganj to place before him the grievances of the 
peasants ; 

(ii) that the leader of the deputation was beaten by the Superin- 
tendent of Police; 

(in) that a suit was filed against the Superintendent claiming 
damage for the assault on his person ; 

(iv) that the lower as well as the appellate court awarded decree 

against the Superintendent; and 

(v) that the learned Judge when disposing of the appeal filed by 
the Police Superintendent made a remark against his 
conduct ? 

(h) If the answer to (^/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, the Government have 
taken or they propose to take against the said I’olice Superintendent? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. (The 
incident occurred in April and not in July.) 

(ii) to (ir) Yes. 

(v) The judgment of the appellate court is placed on the Library 
table. 

(h) The appellate court in its judgment remarked that this was a 
case of a “thoughtless act” by an “over zealous officer”. 

Under the circumstances and considering that the Superintendent of 
Police has had to pay the damages awarded by the court, it is felt feat 
no further action is necessary. The Superintendent has since been 
transferred from the district. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (6), wiU 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount of damages award- 
ed by the Court and* paid by the Superintendent? 

The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be^ 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in the judgment the learned Addi- 
tional Sessions Judge Mr. Hattiangadi remarked that the* damages 
.were very nominal? 
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Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN • Sir, I have placed the 
judgment on the Library table. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : My next question will follow. 
In view of the fact that the damages were considered to be nominal, 
does Government consider the desirability of inflicting further punish* 
ment on the Superintendent in que.stion? 

The Hofi’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: AVill the Hondde Minister be 
pleased to state if thi'< Snperititendent who has Ix'eii found to Imvc 
indulged in thoughtless act" and who is aLo characterised as an over- 
zealous officer, has tliereby contravened any of the (onduct rul(*s of 
the police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in the service condiu't rules of the police such acts 
are permitted? 

Mr. SPEAKER : The (onduct rules do not j>rovide for any such 
thing. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : Sir, 1 would like \i> know the 
service rule.s of the police, a.s to whether 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is forbidden. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : My inipn?ssion was that it was 
forbidden, but I wanted to know* whether such acts are in consonance 
witlo the service conduct rule.s of the police. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; You mean thoughtless 
acts on the part of an overzealous officer? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : No, no. I mean the act of 
assaulting innocent people without any justification. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Surely that cannot be provided for in the conduct 

rules. . 

* Dr. ilALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, in the police conduct rules 
it is stated “You must not assault people or tyrannise over the public”. 
That is specifically mentioned there. I shall be prepared to show that 
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if nenewsary. In answer to another question, the Hon’ble Minister 
quoted that. Now, will tj^ Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any 
aotien has been taken or contemplated to be taken against this officer, 
if it is found that his conduct has been contrary to the conduct rules? 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As I have already stated, 
Sir, (Government consider that w'hatever mistake has been made or what- 
ever act has been done contrary' to the rules, as alleged by the honourable 
member, for that the Superintendent of Police has had to pay the 
penally and he has been transferred; and Government consider that 
sufficient. 


Mr, 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL ; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether, apart from any action, this conduct on the 
part of the Superintendent, which has been penalised by the judicial y, 
has been treated us an act of delinquency.^ 

The HOffl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN * I would refer the honour- 
able member to answer (h). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state wlio will bear the cost of the litigation — Government or the 
Superintendent? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : Sir, my question has not 
been answered. 1 wanted to know whether, apart from any action 
proposed to be taken against this officer, he has been treated as a delin- 
quent, The TIouTde Minister .says that the answer to this question 
is covered by answer (h), but I submit, Sir, that it is not. 

Mr. SPEAKER i That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has been transferred to a new district 
again as a Suiierintendent of Police? 

The Hon’ble KhWaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN s The officer has been 
transferred from Barisal to Bankura. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Is this transfer a form ol 
punishment? 

Tht Hoifbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; I would « refer th# 
. honourable member to my reply (h). 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL S I have seen that. I have aka 
referred to that. It is stated there that the Soperiiiteudeut has since 
been transferred from the district, 

Mr, SPEAKER S Jhe Hon hie Minister has said tliat the i^fheer 
has been transferred froni Barisal to Hankura. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Has there In'eii any reduction or 
diminution in the emoluments or advantufres or ct)miorts of this officer 
as a result of the transfer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : No, Sir. As far as 

the emoluments are concerned, mere transfers from one district to 

another do not make any difference. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state in what way this officer huvS suffered as a result of this 
transfer? 

Mr, SPEAKER : He has been transferred 1 lom a very important 
district. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : It an olHccr is 

transfc!? ed witlnuit any reastuj before his lime fnun out* district h> 

another it may he treated as a soil of reflection on tin* ollic ci , and it 
is considered as a si^ni ot the disapproval of (loverninent. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Improvement of Tangail-Karatia Road. 

n, Mauivi MASUD ALI KHAN PANNI; ia) Is the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the (’ommunications and Works Depajinnml 
aware — 

(t) that the District Hoard Hoad from J'aiigail t(* Kandia, a di'^tance 
of 4 miles, is one of the jute-carr\ ing roads the subdivision 
of Tangail in the district of Mynien.sftigh ; 

(ii) that there is a first grade college at Kaiatia which is att«*nded 
to by iriaiiv student.s leHiding at the 1‘aiigail town; 

(Hi) that there is a public demand for the iminovement of the said 
• Tangail-Karaf ia Hoad; and 

(*r) that the Hon’ hie Chief Minister during his visit to Karafia 
pi'omiseil to give effect to the prop<>sal of the local public? 
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(b) If tlie answer to (a) is in the affinuatiTe, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken in this 
matter P 

(6‘) l>o Government consider it desiiable to include the Tangail- 
Karaiia Koad within the Mymensingh-Tangail Hoad Development 
Scheme ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar); (a) (i) Statistics regarding the volume ot‘ jute traffic are not 
available. 

(u) I have no doubt that the honouralde member is con*ect. 

(t?V), (/r), (/>) and (c) The Hon’lde the Chief Minister has bnnight 
the wishes of the |)eople of the ncighboui hood to my notice. The load 
is of purely lixal iniiwutance and I do md think that it can properly 
be included in the scheme foi the recoiisi ruction, at the expense of the 
Petrol Fund, of the Mymensingh-Tangail Hoad. T projxvse to discuss 
the iiuestion of improving the load witli the Distiict Hoard, to whom 
I shall suggest that the work might be fi named fiom their shaie of the 
pnx^eeds of the Motor Vehicles Tax. 

Government grants to non-Cevernment secondary schools for girls 
during 1939-40. 

44. Khan Bahadur HA8HEM ALI KHAN: lo) Will the IfoiCble 
Minist(‘r in charge of the Kducation Department be pleased to lav on 
the table a statement show'ing, sehiad liy school, the details of expeiidi- 
tuie inclined \i\y to date out of H^. 1 *sanctioned lor 19d!t-4l) for 

non-Government secondary s(hools foi girls P 

(h) How mu(h of the ainonni, if aii\, is still left unspent? 

(c) How do the Government proiH)se to spend this uusixmt balance? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaseil to state how much 1^4 the 
amount plactxl at the disposal of the Insjiectress of Schools, Dacca 
Circle, has been si>ent for high English and middle English schools, 
respectively, conducted purely for — 

(1) Muslim girls, and 

(2) other girls ?(_ 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Muslim females are back- 
ward in education? 

if) If so, is the Kon’ble Minister cfuisidering the desirability of 
allotting a sum to be sjxmt annually in recurring and nonTrecurring 
charges for the advancement of Muslim female education in Wondary 
schools rib purely for Muslim girls? ♦ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) The honoumble ineuiber 
is refened to the statements n:iveii to tlause (h) of ^taned (question 
No. 70 asked by Maulvi Mil. Hasanuz/amaii, on the 25th tluly^ 

1940. 

(h) and (c) The small savintv of l{s.52 was nu*rj»:t‘d into the j^eueral 
allotments. 

(^/) (1) Girls’ schools rc'^eiMMl ioi Muslims — INl.OSO. 

(2) Other girls’ scliooK — IN. bbJMKI. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Almost all the exi'.ting Muslim giils’ scIhmiIs (liigli Kn;.»lisli and 
middle English) alreaily reieive grants trom the ilepai t ment . It is not^ 
therefore, I'onsidered desirable t(» leseive a poitiun id the grant either 
recurring or non-reeiin ing- loi puiidy Muslim gills’ schools. TIuh 
question will, however, he (‘onsidered \\ hen more such schools a]q)ly 
for grants to this department and when moie monex hecomes available 
in the budget. 


Process-servers of Criminal Courts. 

45. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: \Vith releieme to the lepl.v giseii 
to clause (/i) ol starred question No. 211 on the did Angnsj, EhdS, will 
the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the llevcniie Dejiaitmenl !ie jileast‘d 
to state — 

{a) whether the Government have decided the matt(*r, and 
(b) if so, what is the i'(‘.sult oi thiui deiision!*' 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SiNCH ROY: «/) The matter 

is still under the consideration of liovcinnient. 

(6) Does not arise. 

4S. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: (</) With retoience to the reply 
given to starred question No. 1 on the 21bh duly, IhdT, will tin* lloirblo 
Minister in charge of the Kevenue Department he jileased to stato 
whether the system of granting leave on average pa\ to the process- 
serving establishment, like the Civil Court eslahlishments, has since 
been iulrodiiced in the criminal side*' 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’ bio 
Minister be pleased to state how inany paid proliationers have l>een 
appointed for this pnri>ose? 

(f) If no such probationer has yet been apjwinted, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister be pleased to state the leason therefor? 

’ The.hon’bi« Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; («) Not yet. 

(b) anS (c) Do not arise. 
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Extension of Bengal (Rural) Free Primary Act, 1990, to Municipal 

areas. 


47. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (^0 Is the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge oi the Education department aware Oiat the o[)eration of the 
Bengal (Hural) Free Frimary Act, llj.30, has been excluded from 
Cplcutla and other municipal areas? 

(h) If 80 , is the Hon’hle Minister considering the desirability of 
taking Hlei)s for tlie amendment of the afoiesaid Act for making the Act 
ttpj»licahle to the city of (’alcutta and municipal areas of the Province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) As conditions in urban and rural areas differ widely from each 
other, they sliould preferably be governed by two different Acts as at 
present. The (luestion of amending the Primar\ Education Act, 1919, 
so as to ensure the provision of ade(]uate facilities in all munici]>alitiea 
is now umbw inv consideration. 

■ 4 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how long it may take to make provision for adequate 
facilities in all municipal areas which would serve the })urpose? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult to 
specify in what period it can be done, but we are working. 


Communal ratio of clerks in certain Government offtces under Com- 
munications and Works Department. 

48. Mr. DAMBER SINGH GURUNG; Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the (’ommunications and Woiks Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the jnesent number of — 

{n) TTillmen (Nepalese, Bhutia and Eepcha), 

(h) Bengali Hindu, 

{(') Behari or men from other provinces, 

('/) Muslims, and 
(e) Scheduled Caste, 

clerks in the higher and lower grades in the offices of the — 

(?) Superintending Engineer, 

(I'O Executive Engineer, and 

(fVi) Ibihlic Works Department Subdivisioual Officers, 
at Darjeeling, Kalim[)oiig, Kurseong and Siliguri? 






Tht Hoii*liit Maliaraja SRISOHANDRA NANOYi of OoatimlMi^ 

Tlie following statement gives the desired information. The 

are e?:clusive of the Divisional Accountant and Passed Accounts Olerhs 

who are subordinate to the Accountant-General. 


SkUemerU referred to in the reply to unstarred question Xo. 48 , showing the 
present number of Hillmen, Bengali Hindu, Bihari or men from other 
Provinces, Muslim and Scheduled Caste clerks in the higher and lowif 
grades in the offices of the. Superintending Engineer, Executive Engineer 
and Public Works Department Subdivisional Officers at Darjeeling, Kalim^ 
pong, Kurseong and Siliguri. 



Hifhtr Qrade. 

Superintending Engineer, 
a Nortliern Circle. 

Executi \ © Engineer, 

Darj«‘liiig DiviMion. 

h’ubdi visional Office, Com- 
munications and Works, 
Department — 

Darjf ©ling 

KurHeuMg 

Kalimpong 

Siliguri 

Uwtr Qrttfs. 

Superintending Engmeer, 
Northern Circle. 

£x^§utive l::^gineer, 

Darjeeling Division. 

Subdivisional Office, Com- 
munications and Works 
Department — 

DarjeeUng 

Kurseong 

Kalimpong 

Siliguri 


(o) Includes 2 Estimators and 2 Draftsmen wlio are classed as clenoal {special). 
(6) Hot yet joined* 

(c) IndLudsa 2 Esttmators who are classed as clerical (special). 

(d) Tw6 Draftsmen wbo «re classed as clerical (special). 
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Mr. MADHU8UDAN SARICARS Will the Jlon’ble Minister be 
ed to state whether the communal ratio in the sSTrices was taken 
into consideration by the appointing authority at the time of those 
appointments ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

I may state for the information of the House that in the Darjeeling 
district the communal ratio which has been adopted for other parts of 
the province, are not followed, as the hillmen get a preferantial treat- 
ment. 


Entry into the Assembly Building. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw 
your attention to the inconvenience felt by friends of members who 
desire to see them in the Assembly Building because of the new rule 
that you have been pleased to promulgate that nobody should be allowed 
inside the precincts of the building \inless he is previously given admi||^ 
cards. It is the practice in every Legislature that persons — friends 
of members and visitors— who want to see the members in the Assembly 
or Council Halls are given facilities to see them. In the Mother of 
Parliaments — I mean in the House of Commons — also this practice is 
followed. May I submit, Sir, that you will be pleased to withdraw 
this order so that we may conveniently meet people who want to re- 
present their grievances to us. So far as the Visitors’ Gallery is 
concerned, there are already rules to control 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is limited space here. I shall see if we 
can find out some convenient place in the new office where the visitors 
can come and wait. If necessary, we will have a small passage through 
it. I will look into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it has all along been the 
practice for visitors to wait in the western verandah. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But unfortunately my experience is that visitors 
come and do not observe the rules intended for them. I am speaking 
here both from your side as well as from the Ministerial side. I may 
say that I have been compelled to frame this new rule owdng 
to the great inconvenience that was being experienced. Of 
course, t may allow the visitors half an hour before the Assembly 
session, but during the Assembly session, they must observe the rules. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, they are not allowed «to enter 
the verandah even. * , 
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Mr. SPEAKER:* What I can do~of course, that is a matter 
fl-ovemment— ^is that we can have a telephone at the gate and the 
visitors can in that case immediately get in touch with the members 
concerned. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But there are no sheds there. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, I am trying my best to have 
a shed there. 

Dr. NALINAIC8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in the meanwhile, so long as 
these are not arranged, would you very kindly allow 

Mr. SPEAKER: All 1 can say is that 1 will look into the matter, 
and, if possible, I will try to find some accommodation in the new hut. 
The visitor will wait there and as soon as he gets the card, he will be 
brought in. 

^ *Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I had to wait the other day 
for about 15 minutes to fiud out where my friends were and I got the 
visiting cards delivered to me after about 20 minute.s. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will let you know to-morrow what arrangements 
can be made. I do realise the difficulty that is being experienced now. 
I personally feel tliat there are occasions when people from niufassal do 
come and they are put to great inconvenience, 1 am prepared to give 
them every facility. I am trying to find out some room if possible, 
and 1 will let you know to-morrow what is pcmsihle. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


The Bengal Co-operative Bocieties Bill, 1938. 

Clause 73. 


The question that clause 73 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 74. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
74 (!) (c), in line 1, after the word ‘‘business’' the following words 
be inserted, namely : — 

‘‘including an examination of all docun^ents, billa, resolutions, 
* orders and vouchers relating io all receipts, paypients, 
^ transfers, deposits and other transactions for and in connec- 
tion with the business of the society/’ 
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clause 74 (1) refers to the nature of audit and sub-clause (e) 
generally states that the ^dit under section 72 shall include among 
others an examination of the transactions of the business. * ‘Transac- 
tions of the business” becomes a little too vague. There are different 
ftems relating to different categories under audit work and sub>clause 
(f^) refers to “transactions of the business” which is rather too vague. 
Sir, in my amendment, I have tried to analyse the various transactions 
which ought really to be examined by the Audit Officer or the Auditor 
concerned. In fact, I was subsequently relieved to find — I might say — 
that the Hon’ hie Minister in charge also has tabled certain amendments 
on this very sub-section. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Does not 
amendment No. 96 of mine satisfy the honourable member? 


Dr. HALINAK8HA8ANYAL: Of course not. I am going to oppose 
it. The Hon’ble Minister is verj^ clever. He is going to iubstitut^ 
a sub-clause which will keep out other transactions except the monetary 
transactions. He is very clever. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think you are less clever! (Laughter.) 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The present sub-rule is too wide 
and the Hon’ble Minister’s amendment is too narrow. Here it is in 
general terms and the Hon’ble Minister has specifically mentioned 
monetary transactions only. I submit that the Auditor should have 
some amount of freedom to go into the nature of all transactions. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Your idea is that it should be transactions includ- 
ing monetary transactions. 

t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 1 will be satisfied with 
that. 

The Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All that I 
mean is that the Auditor is only expected to examine the policy of a 
society. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In your original Bill, it was “examination of the 
transactions of the business” and instead of “business” Dsk. Sanyal 
wants to substitute “examination of the transactions including mone- 
tary transactions.” 
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Tlw Hon'bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGKi I think^we 
shall accept that. ^ 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Saiiyal that in clause 74 (/) (<?), in 
line 1, after the word “business/' the following words be inserted, 
viz. “including an examination of all documents, bills, resolution's, 
orders and vouchers relating to all receipts, payments, transfers, 
deposits, and other transactions for and in connection with the business 
of the society,” was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEEs Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 74 (^), line 1, the words “authenticated” be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 74 (^), lines 1 and ‘J, for 
the word “j)repared” the w(»rd “audited” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 accept 

both the amendments. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, T beg to move that in clan. Me 
74 (2), line 3, the words “unle.ss modified by the Registrar” be omitted. 

Sir. 1 could not ])ossibly imagine that the audited statement of 
accounts of a co-operative .society could be subject to modification l)y 
the Registrar. It is something astounding and preposterous that the 
Registrar who has of course got wi<le powers in oilier res}>ects would 
also have jiower to change or recast or modify even the audit report 
of a society. There is a limit to the power given to the Registrar and 
this is something which goes beyond all conception. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 beg to 

move that in paragraph (/>; of clause 74 (/), lines 2-3, for the words 
‘‘]jy the society’s debtors” the words “from the debtors of the society” 
be substituted. 

I also beg to move that for paragraph (e) of clause 74 (7), the 
following paragraph be substituted, namely: — 

“(e) an examination of the transactions including monetary 
transactions of the society, within »|pch limits as may be 
prescribed.” 

I further beg to move that for paragraph (/) of clause 74 (7), the 
following paragraph be substituted, namely; — 

“(/) an examination of the statement of accounts to be ]|>repared 
• by the managing committee in such form as may be 
prescribed,” 
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.With regard to the objection of my friend Dr. Sanyal to the words 
“unless modified by the Registrar^’ in sub-clause { 2 ) of clause 74 my 
submission is this : that it is not designed that every audit report should 
be dealt with in that way, but power ought to be given to the Registrar 
<^liereby 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYAL ■ I am thankful that every audit 
report is not going to be changed. We are relieved ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I expected 
that a responsible member of the House would appreciate the necessity 
of putting in those words. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL S It is a criminal offence under the 
Indian Companies Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I refuse to 
answer this sort of interjection. 

I was going to place before <he House 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: No use trying to explain. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you better leave the House and allow him 
to explain. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If a report 
is challenged by the members of a society, the Registrar will be called 
upon to deal with that objection and after that he has got to satisfy 
himself whether the objection taken is justified or not. On that objec- 
tion, the Registrar has got to give some decision. It is from that 
point of view that those words have been put in. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That the Registrar may modify the order in which 
effect is to be given, can be understood. After all, he cannot change 
the statement of accounts. After a statement of account is prepared, 
you say, orders have to be passed on that, and I think there ought to 
be a separate clause to this effect. Is there any such clause? What 
is the meaning of “ffnal” and “binding” ? 

The Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All these 
objections are heard and decided upon by the Registrar — the auditor’s 
report on the one point, and the objections tendered by the society on 
the oth<>r. * 

- Mr* SPEAKER: But the language is not very happy. 
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Tlw Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOK: That ia how 

we have been able to put. 


Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You know very well that courts 
of law do not go by the Hon’ble Minister’s assurance or by discussion 
in this House. They would go by the language of this section and 
this language, if it is placed before any court, would prove that we 
have been so many idiots sitting in this House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please leave me out. 1 do not want to be in that 
list ! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Of course excluding you, Sir. If 
that is the intention let it be clear. Section 75 states what should be 
tfie procedure after the audit report is received, and I think one clause 
may be inserted wherein the intention may be made clear as to the 
possibility of the Registrar accepting or otherwise certain suggestions 
that the auditor may make in his audit report. It ia not fair to change 
the audit report altogether, or to modify the au<lit report in order to 
decide what action is to be taken. A note on that might have been 
quite sufficient for that purpose. It is not certainly in any way relevant 
in section 74; rather it is misplaced over there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Registrar should have the authority to give 
directions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: And also to 
take a decision if there is any objection by the members of the society 
on the report of the auditor, because there have been instances where 
members have refused to accept the report. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The auditor’s report is one thing and an authenti- 
cated statement of accounts is quite another thing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The word '^authenticated” is being 
deleted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. An authenticated statement* of accounts, they 
say, you cannot change. You may change a recommendation, but how 
can you change a statement of accounts ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUMDA BEHARY MULLICKs My amend- 
ment Not 99 where I have said that for the word “prepared” the word 
“audited” be substituted meets the point. Therefore, Sir, it Is not 
only the authenticated statement of accounts thus prepared but as 
audited by the auditor. 
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Or. NALiNAKSHA S^INYAU That makes the thing worse. As 
a matter of fact, that I think leaves the auditor’s report without the 
word ^‘authenticated” there. 

Mr. SPEAKiR: Who prepares the authenticated statement? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is prepared 
by the society. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: As a matter of fact, the original 
drafting was defective in the sense that it might mean that the accounts 
were to be prepared by the auditor also. Subsequently a drafting 
improvement has been made to the effect that a statement of accounts 
prepared by the society will be audited by the auditor, and, therefd'Pi, 
the word “authenticated” has been removed, but the audited state- 
ment of accounts remains, and this cannot be allowed to be modified. 
That is our submission. The recommendation of the auditor, if any, 
on the basis of that statement of accounts may or may not be acted 
upon or partially acted upon on the representation of the .societies 
concerned. That may be provided for under any sub-section of section 
7”), hut certainly it does not come under section 74, ami it should not 
be in the power of the Registrar to change or modify the auditor’s 
report. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I say is this. Suppose a society says that 
there is an overdue draft of Rs. 10,000. The auditor says that it is 
Rs. r),(IOO, and an objection is made before the Registrar. In that 
case need not the statement of accounts be changed ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The statement of accounts pre- 
pared by the auditor should be there. The Registrar will put up a note 
as in the case of a Munsif’s judgment being reversed by the District 
Judge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a danger. I think you have got a section 
under which this audited statement of accounts is liable to public 
inspection, and unless the modified thing is there, there is a danger. 


Br. NALINAKSHA SANYALS The Registrar’s note wiU be there. 
What happens nowadays with regard to companies? In r^jir&rd to 
com pennies similarly the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies is not 
bound to accept the whole of the auditor’s report and sometimes it so 
happens that on the basis of the auditor’s report- 
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Mr* SPEAKER: There has been plough debate. The Government's 
contention is that it is (jiiite possible t(^ change the report; for example, 
the valuation of asset, the audib>r finds the valuation of asset to be 
say Rs. o,0()0. The society objects; it says Ks. JO, (UK). The Regis- 
trar then has to come to a finding. To that extent the provision is 
necessary. 

Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In that case that ([uestion 
cannot arise under section 74. Section 74 makes provisions of the 
nature of audit. It does not relate to anything after audit, but clause 
74 (2) relates to post-imdit affairs. Therefore it ought to come under 
section 7 ’j. 


it 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No; it wonl.l 
word ‘^prepared” is now being substituted b\ 


come after, l)ecnuse 
the word “audited”. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What does section 74(2) 
relate to? It simply provides to what extent the audit stutement will 
be binding on the societies. In that case it will surely be the r(M*om- 
inendation made or rather the statement of accounts prepan'd by the 
auditor that will be subject to revision by the Registrar. WhyK Pro- 
bably because to limit (»r to sj>ecif'y in which matter the auditor's 
report will be binding on the society. Rut it is after the auditor's 
rej){)rt is prepared that the (piesticui of modification by the Registrar 
will arise. Therefoie, after all the duties that will have to be per- 
formed under section 75 are di.scliarged, the (|ue.stion tliai relates to sec- 
tion 74(2) will arise; otherwi.se it will not arise. Therefore it is mis- 
placed under section 74, T believe. 

The motions of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, namely, — 

“that in clause 74(2), line 1, the word ‘authenticated’ be omitted” 
and 

“that in clause 74(2), lines 1 and 2, for the word ‘prepared’ the 
word ‘audited’ be substituted” 


were then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Bekary Mullick, viz. — 

“that for paragraph (e) of clause 74(i) the following paragraph be 
substituted, namely: — 

*(e) an examination of the transactions including monetary 
transactions of the society within such limits as may 
be prescribed/ ” 

was then put and agreed to. 
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The following motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick were put and agreed to^ namely — 

“that is paragraph (b) of clause 74(1), lines 2-3 for the words 

the society’s debtors’ the words ‘from the debtors of the 
society’ be substituted; and 

“that for paragraph (/) of clause 74(7), the following paragraph be 
substituted, namely: — 

‘(/) an examination of the statement of accounts to be 
prepared by the managing committee in such form as 
may be prescribed.’ ” 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 74(2), line 
3, the words “unless modified by the Registrar” be omitted was tlieh 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I am very 
sorry, vSir, that I did not hear you properly when you declared tliat the 
“Ayes have it;” otherwise I would have surely asked for a division. I 
was taken by surprise thinking that you had said the “Noes have it.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry that you did not hear me 
properly, but I cannot help it now. The same mistake was also made 
by the other side thinking that I declared tliat the Noes had it and 
therefore they asked for a division. As I have said, however, it can- 
not be helped now there having been no call for a division from your 
side. Anyway nothing can be done now. As far as this House is 
concerned, we have finished with the matter. 


The Hon’ble Mr MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I wdlild 
appeal to you, Sir, to consider the circumstances under which this 
mistake arose. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite possible that I myself declared that 
the “Ayes have it,” not remembering to which side of the House the 
amendment belonged. Anyway, I am sorry that this should have been 
so, but it cannot be helped now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister will .have to. 
look to .the Upper House to restore the status quo. 

The question that clause 74, as amended, stand part of the^Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Chunc 75. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs Sir, 1 beg to 
move — 

“that in clause 75, line 3, the word ‘authenticated’ be omitted,” 

“that in clause 75, line 4, after the word ‘accounts’ the word 
‘audited’ be inserted;” 

“that in clause 75(fl), lines 3-4, the words ‘or to sound business 
practice or co-operative principle’ be omitted,” 

“that in clause 75(5), line 2. the words ‘by any ]>erson’ be omitted, 
and 

“that in clause 75(r), lines 2-3, for the words ‘been incurred by the 
negligence or misconduct of any person’ the words “resulted 
from any negligence or misconduct or to require further 
investigation’ be substituted.” 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 75, as amended, stand part of tlie Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

CJavse 70. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that for clause 76, the following clause be substituted, namely : — 

"{76) A co-operative society shall be afforded by the Registrar an 
opportunity of explaining any defects or irregularities 
pointed out by the audit officer, and thereafter the society 
shall, within sucli time and in such manner as the Regis- 
trar may direct, remedy such defects and irregularities and 
report to the Registrar the action taken by it thereon.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

fhe question that clause 7b, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 76 A. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move tliat in sub-clause (1) of clause 7bA, lin^s 2-3, for the words 
“to supervise, in the manner prescribed, the working of co-operative 
societies” the following be substituted, namely: — 

“to appoint and control, in such manner as may be prescribed, the 
staff required for the supervision of co-operative societies, 
other than such staff as may be appointed by the Provincial 
^Government for the purposes of such sujiervision” ; 

The miotion was then put and agreed to. 
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The question that clause 76A, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


CUmse 77. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
77(2), in line 3, after the word “certified’' the words “in either case” be 
inserted. 

Sir, I only want to make the meaning of the sub-clause clear. It is 
stated that inHi)ection under this section by a financing bank shall be 
made by an officer of the bank or by a member of its paid staff certified 
by the Registrar. It looks as if it is only in the case of the paid staff 
that certification by the Registrar is necessary, but, Sir, if an officer 
of the bank undertakes this ins}>ection there will not l)e any necessity of 
any certification by the Registrar. I suj)pose it was meant that in either 
case, i.e., botlt in the case of an officer and in the case of a paid staff, it 
sliould be ne(*essary for such ofti(‘er as well as for the i)aid staff to have 
the necessary certificate from the Registrar in accordam^e with the rules 
as competent to ccmduct such an inspection. In fact, it has been our 
])ractical experience that those who are responsible for the management, 
that is lo say, the officers, are often more ignorant of the reciuirements 
of insj»ection than the paid staff, and if the paid staff* are to be (^rtified 
as com})etent to inspect, surely the offi(*er8 also should have similar certi- 
ficates from the Registrar. This amendment gives more power to the 
Registrar and therefore I hope the Minister in charge will accept this 
much at least. 

TKe Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, my short 
answer is that the clause is sufficiently clear, and it is not necessary to 
have this short expression added to it. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 77 (2^, in 
line 3, after the word “certified” the words “in either case” be ipserted, 
w'as then put and lost. 

The question that clause 77 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


,, Clause 78. 

Tha 110111110 Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move — 

^‘thet, in clause 78(7), line 2, the words ‘of this section' be omitted,” 

“that in clause 78(7), line 4, for the word 'into* the word ‘of be 
substituted.** 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I l>eg to more-- 
“that clause 7S{2){b) be omitted.*' 

Sir, this section relates to inspection of books of an indebted society 
and it says in sub-section (2) that no such inspection shall be made 
unless (a) the Registrar has given the scniety an opywrtunity of lading 
heard and is satisfied that the alleged debt is a sum then due and that the 
creditor has demanded payment thereof and 1ms not received satisfac- 
tion and (h) the creditor deposits with the Registrar such sums as secu- 
rity for the costs of the inspection as the Registrar may direct. 

I submit, Sir, that this would practically make the operation of the 
inspecting clause inoperative. If the creditor has to deposit any sum 
which the Registrar himself will be free to direct in order to cover the 
costs of the proposed inspection, then no creditor will be in a position to 
appeal to the Registrar for such inspection as would be necessary in the 
interests of establishing the reputation and credit of the society 
concerned. I therefore suggest that this sub-section (/>) of clause 78(2) 
be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Here the Registrar on the application of a finan- 
cing society shall order an inspection. Who will bear the cost!' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is what I say. In that case 
sub-section (h) does not apply at all. A creditor has to deposit the 
costs with the Registrar. Rut if a financing bank wants an investiga- 
tion into the affairs of a particular society, it should not certainly be 
necessary for the finan(dng bank t<» pay the cost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

^r. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Registrar has got his staff. 
This is his normal duty. If the financing bank which has got some 
information about certain things and desires an inspection to be under- 
taken, is required to pay the cost of inspection, it would be creating a 
great hardship. 


The Honniila Mr. MUKUHOA BEHARY MULLICKi It U just to 
provide for a safeguard against embarrassments that may be created by 
numerous applications for inspection that this clause has been inserted. 
If there is a genuine case, there will be no difficulty in having an fnspec- 
•tion mtfde of the affairs of the society. 

The igotion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that clause 7S(2)(b) bebmitted 
was then put and lost. 
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The following motions of the Hon'ble Mr. Mnkunda Behary Mulliek 
were then put and agreed to — 

“that in clause 78(i), line 2, the words ‘of this section' be omitted," 
and 

^“that, in clause 78(7), line 4, for the word ‘into,' the word ‘of' be 
substituted." 

The question that clause 78, as amended, stand part of the Bill w'as 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 79, 

Dr. ffALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
79(7), lines 1 and 2, the words “of his own motion or at the request of 
the District Magistrate" be omitted. 

I cannot understand why the District Magistrate has been brought 
into the picture at this stage. If the Registrar is powerful enough 

Mr, SPEAKER: Will you move the other amendments of yours 
also^ All the four are connected. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. I beg to move that 
in clause 79(i)(c), lines 4-6, the words “and shall have deposited such 
security for costs, if any, as the Registrar may direct” be omitted. 

I further beg to move that in clause 79(i)(7), lines 2-4, the words 
“who shall have deposited such security for costs, if any, the Regis- 
trar may direct” be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 79(«5), lines 5 and 6, for the words 
“District Magistrate or the creditors as the case may be” the word 
“party” be substituted. 

My idea is this, that if the District Magistrate comes to know of 
any delinquency he can officially write to the Registrar and the Regis- 
trar, if he finds sufficient justification in the rei>ort made by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate, may exercise his own discretion and take such action, 
as is jirovided for under this sub-clause, to undertake an enquiry. 

« 

Mr* SPEAKER: What will be the differenceP 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The difference is this. We have 
had ekperience, Sir, of cases in which a non-official organization of the 
character of a co-operative society might incur the displeasui^ of the 
District Magistrate purely for other reasons than those conce^Tied with 
the co-operative society, and the District Magistrate — I don't want to 
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attribute any motives to him, but it often happens — ^tries to pull up 
recalcitrant members for their political activities, just beoauae he has 
some power. In a matter like this where the Reg:i8trar will examine the 
financial side of the administration purely on the ground of the 'work- 
ing of the co-operative society, there should be no room for tha^District 
Magistrate to come in. The District Magistrate is an executive officer 
only and he has no duties directh devolved upon him in connection 
with the administration or the working of the co-operative society. 1 
submit, Sir. that if it is possible for the District Magistrate to have an 
enquiry made like this, it should equally be possible . 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Registrar is not Iniund to act on it. Su])pose 
the District Miigistnite write*^, he may not accept it. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that is the position, it is better 
to leave the words out. On the other hand, if the words are as they are 
in the clause, then it will more or less be binding on the Registrar. 
The Registrar may at any time on his owm motion or at the recjuest of 
the District Magistrate hold by himself or by . 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 kn<*w of ilepartments where District Magistrate’s 
wishes are resisted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But these are very few, 
Sir. 

NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is probably only the I'niversity 
of Calcutta that has got the c(Oirage to resist the wishes or the (U'ders of 
the executive. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I say even departments of Oovernment do not 
acc fpt always. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that event I do not find any 
reason why the District Magistrate’s request should be particularly 
kept in this clause. Similarly, there may be e request from the Chair- 
man of the District Board, or Chairman of a* Municipality. Any 
responsible person concerned might ask the Registrar to "institute an 
enquiry and it will be the duty of the Registrar to satisfy himself if he 
wants, an enquiry to be instituted in any case. 

• * 

Mr.* SPEAKER: The only thing which is compulsory fer the 
Eegistrai^is in clause 2. 
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Ilr« NALINAK8HA tAltYAL: Here the word ''may” means 
'‘shall”; Sir, "the Registrar may on his own motion or at the request 
of the District Magistrate ” that is how the clause runs. 

Ml*! SPEAKER: It would have been “shall” if there was niot 
the word “shall” in the second sentence. 

Dir> NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the second sub-clause gives 
the method in which this enquiry shall be held. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Namely, the financing bank, majority of the 
members of the managing committee, one-third of the members of the 
society and creditors, — if they ask for it the Registrar “shall”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Surely, that is a very pertinent 
proposition, but I cannot understand why the District Magistrate 
should be dragged in at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: I therefore move all these amend- 
ments. I would press, Sir, the amendments relating to clause 1 and 
sub-clause 3 where I want to delete the words “District MagistrateT* 
in sub-clause 1 and I want to substitute for the words “District Magis- 
trate or the creditors as the case may be” simply the word “party,” 
who should apply for the enquiry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorrjs Dr. Sanyal, you are just moving in 
the opposite direction. If you move the amendment to clause 79 (5), 
you are making the District Magistrate a party. 

Dr; NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am not including him. I don’t 
want the District Magistrate. I simply want to have one comprehen- 
sive term, viz., “party”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 79 (^3), line 1, for the words “Where an enquiry 
is made under this section, the” thie word “the” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 79 (J), line 2, for the word 
“thereof” tiie words “of on enquiry under this section” be substituted. 

With regard to the amendments of my friend, Dr. Sanyal, I do not 
think any elaborate answer is necessaiy^ from me. So far as amendment 
109 is concerned, everybody knows that the District Magistrate is ihp 
head »f the district administration, and we also know that he 4s above 
all politics. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Just like the Superin- 
terident of Police! 

The Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: 1 hope Rai 
Harendra Nath niaiidhuri will not try to draw a comparison between 
the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: He is not above poUtics. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do maintain 
that he is above all politics and I refuse to accept any of tlie suggestions 
that have been put forward. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: However much you may shout, 
we all know wdiat the position is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is no good 
arguing in that way. Now, Sir, that being the jiosition, I am sorry 
I cannot acce])t that amendment of Dr. San.\al. 

With regard to amendments Nos. 110 and 111, it is just to provide 
a safeguard against frivolous aj>plications that the clause has been 
insertt'd, but in a genuine case there will be no difficulty to institute 
an en(iuiry or insj)eetion. With regard to the last <»ne, I mean amend- 
ment No. 112, it may be that one particular creditor may hold half 
of tl»e borrowed caj>it>al and may ask for an inquiry without any valid 
reason. It is to prevent this state of affairs — to previuit incidents of 
this nature taking ])lace — that we think that we should provide for this 
in this clause. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I request you, Sir, to put 
motions Nos. 109 and 112 together to vote, and motions Nos. 110 and 
lll%lso together as these refer to different subjects? 

Mr, SPEAKER: All right. 

The motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal — 

that in clause 79 (7), lines 1 and 2, the words “of his own motion 
or at the request of the District Magistrate” be omitted, 
and 

that in clause 79 (J), lines 5 and 6, for the words “District 
Magistrate or the creditors as the case may be” the word 
“party” be substituted, 


were theif put and lost. 

27 
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The motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal — 

that in clause 79 (7) (c), lines 4-0, the words ‘‘and shall have 
deposited such security for costs, if any, as the Registrar 
may direct” be omitted, and 

that in clause 79 (7) (J), lines 2-4, the words “who shall have 
deposited such security for costs, if any, as the Registrar 
may direct” be omitted, 

were then put and lost. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick — 

that in clause 79 (3)^ line 1, for the words “Where an enquiry is 
made under this section, the” the word “The” be substitut- 
ed, and 

that in clause 79 (J), line 2, for the word “thereof” the words “of 
an enquiry under this section*’ be substituted, 

were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 79, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 

then put and agreed to. 


Clause SO. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I beg 
to move that for sub-clause (7) of clause 80 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(/) The Registmr may, after giving the parties an opportunity 
of being heard and by an order in writing stating the 
reasons therefor, apportion the costs of an inspection made 
under se(!tion 78 or of an enquiry held under section 79 or 
such portion of the costs as he tliinks fit, between tl^e co- 
operative society, the members thereof or the financing bank 
or the creditor or creditors applpng for such inspection or 
enquiry, as the case may be, and the officers, former officers, 
members and past members of the society.” 

The motion was ,^hen put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 80, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 81 , 

mV. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I be? to mov^ that in 
clause 81, line 4, for the word “shall” the word “may” be substituted. 
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Dr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in danse 
81, in line 6, after the word “following,’’ the following words be 
inserted : — 

“provided that the Registrar has not at any stage taken any part 
in connection with the subject-matter of the dispute.” 

Sir, clause 81 relates to disputes to be referred to the Registrar. 
Clause 81 reads thus: — 

“Any dispute touching the business of a co-operative society (other 
than one regarding disciplinary action taken by a society or its 
managing committee against a paid servant of the society) or the 
licjuidator of a society shall be referred to the Registrar if the parties 
thereto are among the following, namely: — 

the society, its managing committee, any past or present officer, 
agent or servant or the liquidator of the society; or 

a member, past member or person claiming through a member, 
l>ast member or deceased member of the society ; or 

a surety of a member, past member or deceased member of the 
society whether such surety is or is not a member of the 
Society ; or 

any other co-(*perative society or the liquidator of such society.” 

It is our experience, Sir, that before a dispute actually matures to 
the extent that it may be necessary for intervention of the character 
contemplated, the Registrar often takes an active part in connection 
either with the earlier .stages of [ireparution of the matter under dispute 
or throug*}! his officers in regard to questions that are likely to crop up 
ill connection with the dispute concerned. I submit, Sir, that wdien 
the Registrar himself actively takes part in connection with the earlier 
stages of a dispute, it is not desirable that lie should again be the 
ref^ee for the settlement of the dispute or for appointing a person 
who would act as au arbitrator for settling any such dispute. It has 
often been seen that the Registrar actively* takes part through his 
officers in the management of the society also. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think that what you are saying properly comes 
under clause 82 (-2). 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit, Sir, that in cases in 
which the Registrar is himself a party there should not be any power 
left to the Registrar, 

Mr. SPEAKER: You seem to have an overwhelming confidence 
in your knowledge of the law. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have an overwhelming confi- 
dence in the words of the law, but not in the rule-making powers of 
Government or in the assurances of the Hon’ble Minister so much. I 
submit, Sir, that if there is a case in which the Provincial Co-operative 
Bank may be involved, a bank of which the Registrar himself is a 
Director and in the appointment of three other Directors of which the 
the Registrar has got an active hand, and also in nominating the 
other Dire'ctors some indirect influence inasmuch as he exercises the 
power to extend the life of such Directors wliose terms expire, if any 
dispute takes place with regard to the affairs of that bank, surely it 
should not be the Registrar, who is practic'all}^ the Managing Director 
of that bank, to again become the referee in regard to such a dispute. 
It would be contrary to every conception of justice or jurisprudence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When Government wants the power to frame 
rules to be transferred from the Registrar to another person, that may 
be the reason. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Exactly so, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rul*»-uiakiug power of Government is pro- 
vided for in clause 82 (2) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that is the idea, Sir, the 
lion ble Minister should have no difficulty in acc epting tliis amendment. 
If the ] irocedure i,*> providc*d for, this will make clear the intention 
that underlies clause 82 (-2). 

Mr, SPEAKER: In clause 82 (b) the Registrar shall transfer to 
any person for disposal, but in clause 82 (2) it is provided that he pay 
withdraw any reference transferred. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But when the Registrar receives 
an application 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'Then Government decides under clause 82 (6). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But Government may not know 
of it at ail. 


Mw SPEAKER: It is laid down here that the Registrar will act 
‘‘subject to any rules.'* 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is no provision in the rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is stated in clause 82 (h) that the Registrar 
shall transfer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that is the intention of Govern- 
ment, there will be no difficulty on their jwrt in accepting my 
amendment, 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE; Sir, so far we have seen the 
Registrar as the executive head of the co-o]>erative movement. From 
this sectifui onwards, we sliall see the Itegistrar as a Judicial head of 
the nnivement. Thi^ clause is intemled perhaps to provide for the 
speedy disposal of disjuites aiising between (he members s])ecitied in 
sub-clauses (//) to {d), but I place bebu'e the House the bdlowing facts 
which will conidusivel> demonstrate that far from the disi>nsal of cases 
being s[H*ed.\ it has taken no less than three years for 'disposal of 
certain disputes and about luo years in ntlu*r eases. A dispiite was 
filetl on the dlst May, IfldT. It uas lieanl or disposed of on the 15th 
January, Ht4(l. (Mr. A’lci. Kkisiin\ Ghosk: Only three years!) 
Another case wa^ tiled cm the ‘list Ma.\, 1H‘17 ; it was heard or disp<»sed 
of on the lotli daiuiaiy, Iddtt. .Another case was filed on the 2!Hh 
September, l!)d7 ; arbitrator appointed on the dlst May, 1941); first 
healing fixed tor tlic ’Jnd August, 1940. Another ease was filed on 
the 19f}i August, IJtdtt; arbitrator not >et appointed. A case, wliich 

was filed on the drd July, nhl9, arbitrator not yet appointed. A case 

which was filed on tlie 24th January, l!t’i9, award received on the dlst 
May, 1940. Another case was filed on the Kith December, 19-‘1H, heard on 
the 17th April, 1909, and award received on tlie 01 sf May, 1940. 
Anotlier case was filed on the I7th December, 1908, heard on 

the 15th May. 1!)09, and award rcMcived on tin- 01 hi May, 1940. 

Another case was filed on the lltli November, 1908, heard on the 28ih 
March, Dt09, and award received on the 01st May, 1940. Another case 
was filed on the 22nd August, 1908, papers not yet received back from 
the Registrar's office. Another ca.se was filed on the 25th August, 
1938, heard on the 15th May, 1909, and award received on the 31 st 
May, 1940. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do all these arise out of the difference between 
‘‘shall’’ and “may”? 

Mr/8ATYAPRIYA BANER4EE: Yes, Sir. I do not want to 
multiply^ instances. If the intention of this section is to speectily dis- 
pose of disputes, then, I think, from the instances I have quoted, it 
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will be clear that that grouad falls to the ground, and I want to sub- 
stitute “may” for “shall” simply because I want to give the parties 
to the dispute the option either to place the case before the Registrar 
or before a Civil Court where they think they will get justice and not 
from the Registrar. 

Now, Sir, there is another thing which I thought I would not place 
before the House, but the arbitrators appointed by the Registrar are of 
such a type that members ought to have some knowledge of it. A 
lady is writing this letter to the Secretary of a bank. She wTit-es thus: 

“I received a summons from Mr. so-and-so, the arbitrator, to attend 
his office and since the case was begun I have been put to much 
harassment. I applied .to Mr. So-and-so for ordering the society to 
return half of my fund money which the society refused, and Mr. So- 
and-so at first agreed to arrange it, and he had also promised to 
favourably decide my case so that I may be free from loan and payment 
of my sureties may be released. He has told that he will throw that 
loan on the Secretary’s shoulder. On that promise he has been knock- 
ing at my door several days and several times and asked me to meet 
him at Wellington Square and take me to cinemas and other hotels at 
night.” (('ries of “Shame, shame” from the Opposition Benches.) 
I have the letter in the hand-WTiting of the lady herself. If you want. 
Sir, I can show you, but it will be to no purpose because I know that 
all our amendments, however reasonable they may be, will be thrown 
out by the weight of the strength of numbers. I think, from all 
these instances it has been made clear that if you are really intent upon 
doing justice to the settlement of disputes, then no case can be made 
out that any harm will be done to the parties if instead of the word 
“shall” the word “may” be substituted, /.c., if the parties be given the 
option to refer the dispute either to the Registrar or to the Civil Court. 

I hope the Hon’ble Minister in charge will, after the instances that I 
have quoted, see the force of my argument and accept amendment 
No. lia of mine which simply seeks to substitute the word “may” 
for the word “shall” in clause 81, line 4. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 81, line 2, for the word “one” the words “a 
dispute” be substituted. 

Sir, so far as th^^ amendment of my friend, Dr. Sanyal, is con- 
cerned, after what you, Sir, have been good enough to point out with 
reference to clause 82, I do not think anything further is necessary for 
me to add. 

AVith regard to the amendment of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee regard- 
ing the change of “shall” into “may,” I for one would never have^ 
gone the length of securing a letter from a lady of that nature. But 
so far as the system of arbitration is concerned, I may point out to my 
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friend a little observation made by Calvert under section 43 of the 
existing* Act II of 1912 where it deals with arbitration: — 

“The clause follows very much the English law. The Friendly 
Societies Act directs that disputes shall be derided in the manner 
directed by the rules of the society and the decision so given shall be 
binding and conclusive on all parlies without appeal and shall not be 
removable into any Court of law or restrainable by injunction; it allows 
the parties the alternative of referring to the Registrar.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That refers to the rules of the 
society. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Therefore, 
I submit that there is no justification for changing the word “shall” 
into “may”. This will never solve the difhculty that my friend wants 
to remove. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that in clause 81, line 4, for 
the wonl “shall” the word “may” be substituted, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 81, in line (J, 
after the word “following” the following words be inserted — 

“provided that the Registrar has not at any stage taken any i)art 
in connection w'ith the subject-matter of the dispute,” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
clause 81, line 2, for the word “one” the words “a dispute” be sub- 
stituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 81, as amended, stand part of the Bill, wuis 
.then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may we submit one thing? 
We have come to a sort of general agreement that we shall not call any 
division before the football match is over, that is, before (>-30. Sir, 

I would only submit to you for your co-operation 

f 

Mr. SPEAKER. So that you can go and see the match! 
(Laughter.) 

• Dr.^ff ALINAK8HA SANYALs I submit that such of the amend- 
ments on which we strongly feel may be held over till our friends come 
back, lliere have been one or two such cases. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think they were very important 

amenfiments. 

Clause 82. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg lo move that for 
clause 82 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“82. On receipt of the reference tlie Registrar shall refer it for 
disposal in accordance with the rules framed in this behalf to any -Judge 
as defined in section 2 {S) of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, having 
local jurisdiction invested by the Provincial Government with powers 
in that behalf.” 

Sir, in this connection, may I submit that the framers of this Bill 
have out-Heroded Herod. The other provincial Acts have similar 
clauses. Clause -’)4 of the Bombay Act of 192“) savs: Provided that 
if the question at issue between a society and a claimant, or between 
different claimants is one involving comiilicated questions of law and 
fact, the Registrar may, if he thinks fit, suspend proceedings in the 
matter until the question has been tried by a regular suit instituted by 
one of the parties or by the society. If no such suit is instituted within 
six months of the Registrar’s order suspending proceedings, the 
Registrar shall take action as laid down in paragraph 1 of this section. 

The Madras Act in .section ol (2) (h) also provides that the 
Registrar may, on receipt of such reference, transfer it for dis])osal to 
any person who has been invested by the I^ocal Government with 
powers in that behalf. Even in the Bihar and Orissa Act which has 
served as the model of this Bill, section 48 (S) provides as follows: 
The Registrar, ma> , where it a])pears to him advisable either on appli- 
cation or on hi.s own motion state a case and refer to the District Judge 
for decision and the decision of the District -Judge shall be final. We 
find in this clause nowhere any provision for any reference to be made 
to any judical authority. The Registrar will be a law unto hini^self< 
In all matters of dispute involving complicated questions of law, the 
Registrar, without knowing the A, B, C of law shall have to decide 
upon those questions. The clause stands self-condemned. The 
Registrar by the terms of his appointment will be a choice of the 
Government and may be, as the present Registrar certainly is, quite 
ignorant of law, although he will have to decide complicated questions 
of law. That is the position. Will such a man be able to settle the 
disputes properly? I put this plain question to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge, and I pause for a reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: T beg to 

move Vhat in clause 82 (i), line 1, for the words “the reference” the 
words and figures “a reference under section 81” be substituted. 
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I also beg to move that in clause 82 ( 1 ), line 2, for the word “any'’ 
the word “the” be substituted. 

I further beg to move that in clause 82 (2), line 1, for the word 
“any” the word ”the” be substituted. 

With regard to the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Satyu|>riva 
Banerjee it is rather a bit surprising to me to find tlint he has tabled 
an amendment of this nature, whereby he seriously asks the House 
that a dispute arising in a society with regard to its affairs will be 
referred to the District Judge. I wish he had known the number of 
disputes that we heard every year, before he made a suggestion 
of this nature. In lt)d8-df) we had only about O.OoS disputes referred 
to by various societies. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How many actually settled P 

The Hon’be Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Well, that 
is another (jue.stion; you wait and see. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; We have to wait etemally. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: We have got 
to settle every one of them. 

With regard to this abstract questioi», I desire to place Indore the 
House another ob.servation from this autliority, Mr. Calvert, where it 
is .stated: — 

“The English courts have taken a very sensible view of these 
arbitration proceedings as the following qindution from a ruling wdll 
show: — The Legislature intemled carefully to provide tliat these societi(*s 
should not be dragged before Courts of liaw or Equity, if it couhl 
po.#ibl> be avoided, and has taken care to enact that the whole dis- 
cussion of their affairs shall be dispose<l of in a cheaj) and summary 

manner by the decision of an arbitrator (or justices) the power 

of tlie justice or the arbitrator is complete and is not subject to revision 
by any Court of Law or Equity.” 


t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge has twice quoted the same authority from 
Calvert’s book on Law of Co-operative Societies. May we enquire 
from him whether he can enlighten us from that authority or from any 
other ^thority that the cases are comparable in the sense that the 
arbitration proposed in the English societies is just the same* as the 
arbitration proposed here? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know of any previous case. So far as 
the latter case is concerned, whatever is pleaded it is not the prin- 
ciple of the co-operative society to bring it to the Court of Law. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that in the English 
co-operative societies there is no Registrar of the character contem- 
plated in our law ? May I also submit that it is simply hoodwinking the 
HoXise by putting in this explanation? The two sets of circumstances 
are quite different and not comparable. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I agree, but I must say that your point of order 
is also open to tlie same question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; The point 
is very clear. It is intended that a dispute that may arise in the affairs 
of the society has got to be disposed of at a very cheap cost and in a 
very summary manner. That being so, I submit respectfully that there 
is no question of dragging the affairs of the society before n Court of 
Law. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that for clause 82 the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely: — 

“82. On receipt of the reference the Registrar shall refer it for 
disposal in accordance with the rules framed in this behalf 
to any Judge as defined in section 2 (S) of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908, having local jurisdiction invested by the 
Provincial Government with powers in that behalf 

was then put and lost. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick — 

“that in clause 82 (/), line 1, for the words ‘the reference’ the 
words and figures ‘a reference under section 81’ be 
substituted” ; 

“that in clause 82 (i), line 2, for the word ‘any’ the word ‘the 
be substituted”; 

“that ill clause 82 (2), line 1, for the word ‘any’ the w^ord ‘the’ 
be substituted”, 

were then put and agreed to. v . 

Thfe question that clause 82, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clavse 83. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I beg to move that in clause 83, 
in line 4, after the word the words “subject to such right of 

appeal os may be provided under law” l>e added. 

My pur|>ose in moving tliis amendment is more to dmw attention 
to the very rigorous situation creiited under tlie present piece of legis- 
lation than to attempt to complete it by the wordings of my amendment. 
I must frankly state at the outset that the wordings that 1 have proposed 
are not really expressed in a (^)mplete legal form. What I intended 
is this; that in arldtrat ion proceedings of the character contemplated 
under sections HI and 82 there are no two iudeptmdent parties in a 
disj)ute, either by common agreement previously arrived at under by- 
laws of the society or l)y any subsequent agreement, prepared to liavG 
a dis})ute referred to as is provided for under tlie Indian Arbitration 
Act. In this case arbitration is more or less imposed from above and 
such an arbitration takes the shape of a compulsory arbitration w’hether 
the parties thereto desire it or not. In a case like this it is only fair 
that there should be some provision for appeal — appeal against the 
decision of the arbitrator whoever he may be. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y bur language should have been “subject to such 
right of appeal as may l»e provided for by rules preHcril)ed.“ 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do admit that my drafting is not 
very happy, but my object is there and it is this. Sir, we have here 
the Registrar being appointed a referee under the provisions of the Act 
itself and the Registrar himself, or through any person may appoint 
an arbitrator, may get a dispute settled, but when such a settlement 
relates to any property pledged as collateral security, the ]>ower to such 
an extent 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y our idea is that somewhere there should be the 
right of appeal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Otherwise it Wks very hard. If 
Government accept this, I will not press ray motion. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA DENARY MULLICKs The honour- 
eble meihl>er is labouring under a misapprehension. We have already 
provided for appeal against decision made under section 82. ClauSe 128| 
Fourth S^edule, item No. 4 sets the matter at rest. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is no judicial authority. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your intention is to provide for some appeal, not 
to Court hut to some agency, which they have provided. 

The motion of l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 83, in line 4, 
after the word “Court” the words “subject to such right of appeal as 
may be provided under law” be added, was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move — 

“that in clause 83, line 3, for the word ‘having’ the words ‘which 
shall have’ be substituted”; and 

“that in ckuse 83, line 4, for the words ‘competent civil court’ the 
words ‘Civil Court having jurisdiction to make such a decree’ 
be substituted.” 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 83, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


('laiise 84. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move— 

“that in clause 84(1), line 1, for the word ‘rules’ the word- ‘by- 
laws’ be substituted”; and 

“that in clause 84(.:^), in line 1, after the word ‘communioated’ 
the words ’together with a statement of reasons for such an 
order’ be inserted,” 

Sir, section 84 relates to an order for the winding up of a society. 
I Imve pix)vided that instead of rules which are obviously to be framed 
by Government if the by-laws of societies so provide for, then the 
Registrar may by an order in writing direct that the co-operative 
society be wound up. (Mr. Fazliji Rahman; "When?) There are 
provisions in the section itself, stating the circumstances under which 
such winding up cm be undertaken. They are given here. There 
will be no difficulty because there are specific cases mentioned and also 
the circumstances under which such winding up will be ordered. I 
therefore suggest that it should not be left to the rules. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Still there would be reserve power 
Registrar so that in spite of all this he will exercise discretion as to 
w hether a society should be wound up or not. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Re^ristnar will, in spite of the 
by-laws which I pix)pose, have additional reserve power, so that if he 
wants to override the piovisions ordinarily made in the by-laws, even 
then he can undertake the winding up procedure. 


Mr. SPEAKER. But the power is alretidy there, c.g,^ in 
84(i)(c)(tv), namely, where the Registrar can direct that a co-operative 
society shall be wound up on his own motion in the case of a society 
which has ce;Hed to comply with any (x)nditk)n as to registmtion in 
this Act or in the rules or by-laws, etc. Therefore, if the by-laws 
provide certain conditions of winding up and the socuety does not wind 
up, then the Registrar is Iwuiul to direct that it should be wound up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that in that case* it 
would he for contra veil lion of certain definite provisions made in the 
rules or by-law^ that tlie jHiwer will he contingent and that is why 
I have put in this ameiulment. 

My second amendment is self-explanatory. I want that any onler 
so communicated should be communic’^ited together with a statement 
of reasons for such an order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLJCK: Sir. so far 
as amendment No. 117 is cxincerned, you luive hc'en g<M)d enough to 
point out to my honourable friend as to what the effect f)f this would be. 
In fact, Sir, il must be admitted that the rules are more binding tlmn 
the by-laws and rules are expected to he more uniform. The by-laws 
are the by-laws <)f different societies, but the rules are expected to 
govern all the .societies. 

With regard to amendment No. 119 there is an ajipeal provided for 
agaimst any older made under this clause and therefore when the order 
has £ot to be communicated, it will certainly he acoompanied by reasons 
for toe sarhe and therefore I submit that it is not necessary to provide 
for a statement of reasons in the clause. 

The motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal — 

'‘that in clause 84 (7), line 1, for the word ‘rules’, the word 
‘by-laws* be substituted”; and ^ 

“that in clause 84 ( 2 ), in line 1, after the word ‘communicated’ 
the words ‘together with a statement of reasons for aveb 
an order’ be inserted”^ 

•were put and last. 

The question that clause 84 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 86. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move— 

“thut iu ckuse 85, line 3, after the word ‘person’ the words ‘on 
furnishing adequate security in the manner prescribed’ be 
inserted.” 

Sir, the amendment is self-evident and I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
will see his way to accept this amendment as usual. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, after the 
last observation I do not think I need give a reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But please say whether you accept 
it or not. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I oppose 
this amendment. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee was then put and lost. 

The question tluit clause 85 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 80. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I beg to move— 

“that in clause 8G(^), line 5, the words ‘speedy and beneficial’ be 
reinstated”; and 

“thot in clause 8G(i;?), lines 9 and 10, the words ‘as thg^Regietrar 
may from time to time direct’ be omitted.” 

Sir, the original draft of this sub-clause contained the words “speedy 
and beneficial” and I cannot understand why such healthy adjectives 
have been left out by the Select Committee in their wisdom. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Probably because if the department wants to, it 
will make it speedy and beneficial and if it does not want the words 
will be meaningless. That is perhaps why these words have gone out ! 

Dr^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In fact with the experience that 
we have of the speedy disposal of files by the department, ^it is only 
fair that we should insist on the retention of these words. 
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Hoii’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I do not 
think I ci»n do anythiiifr more than simply oppose the amendment. I 
would only move alonjiT with my reply my amendments Nos. 128, 129, 
130 and 131 which are as follows : — 


“that in clause 80(7), line 2, for the word ‘when’ the words ‘on 
which’ be substituted”; 

“that in clause 80(2), line 3, for the word ‘any’ the word ‘the’ be 
substituted” ; 

“that in clause 80(2), lines 5-0, the words ‘by his name of office” 
be omitted”; and 

“that in para;'rapli (c), of clause 80(2), line 8, after the word 
‘officers' at the etid the words ‘of the society' be inserted.” 


The motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal — 

“that in clause 8(i (2), line 5, the words ‘si)eedy and beneficial' 
be reinstated” ; and 

‘that in ( lause 80 (2), lines 9 and 10, the words ‘ns the Re^^istrar 
may from time to time direct’ be omitted”, 


were then put and lost. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick were 
then put and agreed to. 

The (luestion that clause 8t>, as amended, stand i>art of the Bill was 
then put and a^need to. 


.Vcjr clause S6A. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir. I be^r to move that after 
clause 80, the followinjf new clause be inserted, namely; — 

^‘80A. (/) Where, in the course of uindinjj: uji of u co-(jperative 

society it apiKuirs tiiat the li<|uida(or has misapplied or 
retained or become liable 4»r accountable for any money or 
{Property of the co-operative society, cm been j^tiilty of any 
misfeasance or breach of trust in relation to the society, the 
Re^istmr shall, on the application of the person aKW:i*i«ved, 
refer the mutter to the (x>urt which j^all examine into the 
conduct of the liquidator and compel him to repay or restore 
the money or property of the society or to contribute such 
sum to the assets of the .society by way of compensation in 
respect of misiipplication, retainer, misfeasance or breach of 
trust as the Court thinks just. 

(2) yhis section shall apply notwithstanding that the offence is one 
for which the offender may be cnminally liable.” 
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Sir, at the outset I may say that I have taken this clause fromlhe 
provisions of the Indian Companies Act. The liquidator has been givbn 
ample power under this Bill; he has been made a law unto himself; 
but nowliere has any liability been put on him. Not even the provision 
of security being* furnished by him has found a place in the Bill. In 
that case what steps can be taken against the liquidator if he is guilty 
of the things that I have mentioned in my amendment? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, if he is guilty of breach of trust or mis« 
feasance he will be criminally prosecuted. 


Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, we do not want criminal 
prosecution alone. We want the property to be restored too. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sub-clause 
( 2 ) provides for that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of common law — I mean the 
ordinary civil hiw. Under the civil law, if a man is found guilty, he 
is liable to pay damages or he has to pay back. 


Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: It has been incorporated in the 
Indian Companies Act. AVhy does not the Hon’ble Minister see his 
way to incorporate it in tliis Bill also? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The companies deal w’ith sterling securities which 
are absolutely transferable, but these people here deal with mostly few 
bighas of land. *■ 


Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: The liquidation position is the 
same everywhere. The co-operative society is after all a business 
concern and as such (business principles must be the guiding factor in 
matters regarding liquidation. However, I place this motion before 
the Hon^ble Minister in charge. Let me see what his reply is. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 'MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Aft^r what 
you have been good enough to point out to my friend, I do^not think 
any further observation from me is necessary. But, so far as the 
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liquidator is oonoerned, he will either be an official or a non-official. 
If he is an official, his security is there, and if he is a non-official, he 
will be called upon to act under the general direction of the Registrar 
and whenever he is found guilty, there is nothing to prevent the 
Registrar from taking suitable action. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that after clause 86, the 
following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

*‘86A. (1) Where, in the course of winding up of a co-operati^e 

society, it appears that the liquidator has misapplied or 
retained or Woome luihle or accountable for any money or 
property of the co-opemtive society, or been guilty of any 
misfeasance or breach of trust in relation to the society, 
tlie Registrar shall, on tlie application of the person 
aggrieved, refer the matter to the Court which sliall examine 
into the conduct of the liquidator and compel him to repay 
or restore the money or property of the society or to con- 
tribute such sum to the assets of the society by way of 
fompensation in respect of misiipplitxition, retainer, mis- 
fwisaiice or breach of trust as the {x)urt thinks just. 

{2} This section shall apply notwithstomling that tlie offence i« 
one for which tlm offender may be criminally liable.”, 

was then put and lost. 


Clause 87, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
87, in line 5, after the word “authority” the following words be 
inserted, namely: — 

“or to an employee on account of his salary, commission, travelling 
expen.ses and provident fund,” 

This clause relates to priority of contribu lions assessed by the 
liquidator. It states that “notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Presidency Towns Insolvency Act, 1900, and the Provincial Insolvency 
Act, 1920, the contribution assessed by a liquidator shall rank next 
to debts due to the Crown or to any lowil authority in order of priority 
in insolvency proceedings.” 

I submit that in cases where insolvencies of this character are likely 
to occur, it is the usual experience tliat many employees remain unpaid 
for a good length of time, and the provident fund or other dues of such 
employees are likely to be similarly held up. I propose my omendment 
with a view to protect the interests of these pwr employees of such 
societies so that along with the debts due to the Crown or debts due 
to any iocal authority, the debts due to an employee on acr5oun^of his 
salary or# commission or provident fund should have precedence 

over 

28 
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tift SPEAKER: I think the language is defective. It has nothing 
to do with the employees. Supposing a co-operative society has debts 
from a particular person ; he has a debt to the Crown, he has a debt to 
the local authority. Therefore, after those debts come the debt due 
to the co-operative society. And in between you bring in the employees 
of the co-operative society. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The employee of the co-operative 
society should come in immediately after that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it is misconceived. See the table. In 
the table it is really quite a different thing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this section gives the order of 
priority of different claims which the liquidator will examine and allow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : No, no. Please read the Insolvency x\ct. In the 
Act, there are certain prioritiee. If a man becomes insolvent, then 
certain claims are to be fir.st made, and under this provision, immediately 
after these two things, comes the debt due to the co-operative society 
irrespective of other liabilities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. All right, Sir. In view of your 
explfination, I don’t press my amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 87, in line 5, 
after the word “authority,” the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“or to an employee on account of his salary, commission, travelling 
expenses and provident fund”, 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 87 stand part of the Bill w'as then puj and 
agreed to. 


CJcnise 8S, 

The Hofi’ble Mr^ MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 88, line 1, for the word “the” the words “a co- 
operative” be substituted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 88, line 2, the word “co- 
operative” be omitted. 

Tl\e motions were* then put and agreed to. '' 

The question that clause 88, as amended, stand part of thp Bill was, 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause S9, 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 bef? b) move that in riauge 
89 (/), in line after tlie word “opinion,” the words “for the reasons 
to be recorded by him in writinjf” l>e inserted. 

The amendment is self-explanatory, and therefore I do not want 
to speak on this. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir I do not 

think that any further explanation is necessary. I have already made 
my submission with rejrard to it. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 89 {2), lines the >Vords ‘‘has 
been appointed” he omitted. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sunyal that in clause 89 (/), in line 
3, after the word ‘‘oj)inion,” the W(>rdH “for the reasons to be iH^cordetl 
by him in w'riting” be inserted was then put and lo.si. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Miiliick that in 
clause 89 {2), lines 2-3, the words “has been appointed” he omitted 
was tlien ])ut and agreed to. 

The question that clause 89, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


(’In use .W. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 

to move that in clause 90 (/), line 2, b>r the words “prior debts” the 
words “a prior debt or part thereof” be substituted. 

IThe motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9t), as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise oi^ a point of order with 
regard to clause 90 which has just been a(‘<!eptedP It has been stated 
that a notice that may be given by the co-operative land mortgage 
bank may stay the hands of creditors of the members thereof. It has 
not been stated there what will happen to any case in which the 
•ordinary Limitation Act may come into play. • 

Mr. BREAKERS That point will be examined separately. ' 
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Clause 91. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that clause 
91 (h) be omitted. 

This clause relates to restriction of mortgagors’ transfer of or charge 
on equity redemption. Clause 91 {h) prevents or rather seeks to 
prevent the creation of a charge on such property for a period exceed- 
ing five years. I believe section 65 A of the new Transfer of Property 
Act has a provision of this character already, and I do not find any 
necessity of having this specifically mentioned. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Still, there is no harm. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But it Mill he infringing the pro-* 
vision of G5A of the Transfer of Pro])erty Act and there are other 
conditions also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the 
simple ansM'er to that is this, that M-e do not allow a member of the land 
mortgage hank to create a charge of this nature upon the property at 
random. 

Sir, I beg to move that for clause 91 the following clause he 
substituted, namely: — 

“91. NotMdthstumliiig anything contained in any otlier law tor 

the time being in force — 

(1) the mortgagor of property mortgaged to a co-operative 

land mortgage bank shall not he entitled, after the 
execution of the mortgage and Muthout the con- 
currence of the bank — 

(a) to transfer or mortgage his equity of redemption, 

or 

(b) to create a charge upon such property for a period 

exceeding five years; 

(2) the co-operative land mortgage bank shall not be 

entijtled to give its concurrence under clause {1) 
without the previous sanction of the central co- 
operative land mortgage bank or the financing bank 
to which any sum is payable by it; and 

(S) the central co-operative land mortgage bank or the 
financing bank shall, if it accords its sanctidu under’ 
clause (2), send an intimation thereof to the trustee, 
if any, appointed under section 33A.'’ 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that clause 91 (b) be omitted* 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that for 
clause 91 the following clause be substituted, namely^. — 

“91. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for 
the time being in force — 

(1) the mortgagor of property mortgaged to a co-operative 

laud mortgage bank shall not be entitled, after the 
execution of the mortgage and witliout the con- 
currence of the bank — 

(o) to transfer or mortgage his ecjuity of redemption, 
or 

^b) to create a clmrge upon such property for a period 
exceeding five years; 

(2) the co*o])cia( i ve laml mortgage liank sliall not be 

entitled to give its concurrence under (danse (/) 
without the previous sanction of the central co- 
operative land mortgage bank or the financing bank 
to whi(di any sum is payable by it; and 

(J) the ('ontral co-operative land mortgage liank or the 
financing bank shall, if it accords its sanction under 
clause (i?), S(‘nd an intimation thereof to tht* tru8te(*, 
if any, appointed under section 3‘IA’’, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The (luestion that clause 91, us substituted, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


CJatine . 9 ,?. 

The question that clause 92 stand part of the Bill, was th(;n put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 0>J. 

The question that clause 9*3 stand part of tile Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 


• Clause 94. 

The/Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in sul>-clause {2) of clause 94, line 4, for the wdVds “to 
any'' the* word “the" be substituted. 
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I also beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 94, line 1, after 
the word and comma ‘'application,” the word “and” be inserted. 

Dr, NALINAKftHA 8ANYAL: Sir, clause 94 should be omitted. 

Sir, I wbuld like to explain why I want to have this proposal 
accepted by the House. This clause 94 relates to the power to distrain 
and clause 96 below empowers sale of mortgaged property without 
the interference of the Court. The stringent provisions of clauses 
94 and 95 do not seem to me to be necessary. Clause 96 already 
provides for sufficient powers similar to what is contemplated under 
clauses 94 and 95. When clause 96 is there, I do not see any justifica- 
tion for having any further power in this regard as contemplated 
by clauses 94 and 95. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 94, line 4, for the words “one month” the words “three months” 
be substituted. 

Sir, if this clause is omitted I have no objection. But if it is 
not omitted, I want the words “three months” to be substituted in 
place of the words “one month,” because, Sir, very tride power has 
been given to the Registrar to distrain and sell the produce, and it 
has been provided in clause 94 that if an instalment that falls due is 
not paid within a month, then he will have power to distrain. I only 
want to extend the period from one month to three months. 

I hope. Sir, that the Honhle Minister will be j)leased to accept my 
amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, with 
regard to the suggestion of my friend Dr. Sanyal for the deletion of 
this clause, when it is apparent that we do not want to attach the pro- 
perty of anybody, I hope, Sir, it will be appreciated that it is not 
necessary to go to the land itself. It is from that point of view Yliat 
we have provided for distraint of produce of the mortgaged land under 
clause 94. Clause 96 is more stringent and we do not desire to apply 
it if we can avoid. It is from that point of view, Sir, that we have 
this provision about distraint of produce of the mortgaged land in 
clause 94. 

As regards Mr. Datta’s amendment for extension of the period 
from one month to “three months,” I submit with all respect. Sir, 
that the grace period in all business concerns is only one month, and 
we are only anxious that debts are paid as early as possible. It is 
from that point of vie,w, Sir, that we have provided for one mctoth. 1 
am sori^, Sir, that I cannot accept an extension of the period to three 
months. 
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Along with this, Sir, I move my own amendments to clause 95, 
namely — 

that in paragraph first of clause 95, in line 1, for the word 
“deducted” the words “paid to the co-6perative land mort- 
gage hank” be substituted; * 

that in paragraph “secondly” of clause 95, line 1, after the word 
“paid” the words “to the bank” be inserted; and 

that in paragraph “secondly” of clause 95, in line 4, for the words 
“paid from the proceeds of the sale” the words “so paid” 
be substituted. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 94, line 4, 
for the words “one montli” the words “three months” be substituted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick — 

tliat in sub-clause (^) of clause 94, line 4, for the words “to any” 
the word “the” be substituted, and 

that in sub-clau.se (^) of clause 94, in line 1, after the word and 
comma “application,” the word “and” be inserted, 

were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 94, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 95. 

The motions of the Hou’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick — 

•thar in paragraph first of clause 95, in line 1, for the word 
“deducted” the words “paid to the co-operative land mort- 
gage bank” be substituted; 

that in paragraph “secondly” of clause 95, line 1, after the word 
“paid” the words “to the bank” be inserted; and 

that in paragraph “secondly” of clause 95, ii line 4, for the words 
“paid from the proceeds of the sale” the words “so paid” 
be substituted, 

were tljen put and agreed to. 

^ • 

The question that clause 95, as amended, stand part of the Bill 

was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 96. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I formally move my amend- 
ment to this clans#, namely, that in clause 96, in line 10, after the 
word “property*’ the words “including the standing crops thereon” be 
inserted. 

Sir, may I know if the Hon’ble Minister will move his amendment 
No. 142? If he does so, I shall have to oppose it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, 1 
shall move it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case, Sir, may I oppose the 
amendment of the Ilon’ble Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a separate thing altogether. Amendment 
No. 142 relates to clause 9GA. On clause 9G, the Hon’ble Minister has 
no amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then let us dispose of clause 96 
first. 

Tlie motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 96, in line 10, 
after tlie word “proi)erty” the words “including the standing crops 
thereon” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The (luestion that clause 96 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 96 A. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that after clause 96 the following new clause be inserted, 
namely: — ^ 

“9GA. The Registrar may, subject to the rules, appoint a Sale 
Officer for the purpose of conducting any sale under the pro- 
visions of this chapter.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, with regard to amendment 
No, 142 moved by thp Hon’ble Minister, I desire only to draw atten- 
tion to the fact that clause 106, which is proposed to be deleted, is just 
the same thing as tJiis amendment, as clause 106 runs thus: — 

“The Registrar may, subject to rules, appoint a Sale Officer for the 
purpose of conducting sales under this chapter”. 

I cannot understand, Sir, whj’ the same thing is being ptovided 
for in another clause, and the original clause is being proposed to be 
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deleted. Rather we think that the position, as it is in the Bill, is 
more happy than the position in which the new clause is proposed to be 
placed in, because it comes in after the entire procedure relatinjf to 
sale is disposed of. I su^prest, Sir, that the old order be retained and 
that it should not be replaced by a new one. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I think 
that what we have suggested is the proper place for this (‘lause. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukimda Bcharv Mullick that 
after clause 90 the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“96A. The Registrar may, subject to the rules, apptu'nt a Sale 
tttlicer for the purpt^c conducting- any sale under tin* 
provisions of this (’ha])ter”, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the new clause 90A .stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clauses 97, 99, 100, 101, 10:1, 10r>, 104, m, lOG, 107, lOS, 109, 

110 and 111, 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : Sir, 1 shall 
now move amendments Nos. I4‘l and 144 to clause 97, amendinenl 
No. 140 to clause 9S, amendment 140 to clause 99, amendment 

No. 147 to clause lOII, amendments Nr»s. 148 io 150 to clause 101, 
amendment No. 151 to clause 100, amendment No. 1512 to (-lause* 107 
and amendment No. 158 to clause 111. 

I beg to move that in clause 97, for the words hegitiiiing with 
'^powers under” in line 2 and ending with “upoii^' in line 4 the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

^*the powers conferred by section 90 shall, in (he prescribed 
manner and in the form of a written demand for the pay- 
ment of the amount due to the bank, issue a notice upon — ” ; 

that in paragraph (h) of clause 97, in line 4 after the word 
‘^such” the words ^‘interest or” be inserted; 

that in clau.se 98, in line 4 for the word ”timl” the word ‘^period” 
be substituted; 

that in clause 99, in line 5 for the word **time” the word “period^’ 
be substituted ; 

th^ in sub-clause (i) of clause 100, in lines 4 and 2, for the words 
^ “from the date of sale of the time” the words “of the period” 
be substituted; 
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that in paragraph “First” of sub-clause {!) of clause 101, for the 
word “deducted” the words “paid to the co-operative land 
mortgage bank” be substituted; < 

that in paragraph “secondly” of suh-clause (f) of clause 101, line 
1, after the word “paid” the words “to the bank” be 
inserted ; 

that in paragraph “thirdly” of sub-clause (1) of clause 101, line 
1, after the word “paid” the words “to the bank all” be 
inserted ; 

that in sub-clause (7) of clause 107, in line 3, after the words 
“subject to” the words “the provisions of” be inserted; and 

that in clause 111, in line 4, the words “or association” be 
omitted. 


MTb DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 97(<f), line 2, the words “for the administration of his estate” 
be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 98, line 1, for the word “three” 
the word “six” be substituted. 

I further beg to move that in clause 99, line 5, for the words “the 
prescribed time” the words “six months” be substituted. 

With regard to amendment No. 244 to clause 97, I submit, Sir, that 
the different kinds of persons upon whom notice must first be issued 
in the exercise of powers under section 96 are mentioned in sub-clauses 
(a) to (</) of clause 97. Sub-clause (d) runs thus: — 

“Any creditor of the mortgagor who has in a suit for the adminis- 
tration of his estate obtained a decree for sale of the 
mortgaged property.” * 

I do not understand, Sir, when a creditor who has obtain!^ a 
decree in a vsuit for sale of the mortgaged property must be entitled 
to a notice, what is the necessity of the words “for the administration 
of his estate”? My submission is this: any person who has obtained 
a decree for sale of the mortgaged property’ is entitled to a notice. 

Sir, with regard tf my amendment No. 245, I may say that clause 98 
relates to application for sale and method of sale. It has been 
provided that in a prescribed time the sale officer shall proceed to sell 
the property by public auction and report the result thereof to the 
bank. I want to fix the time at six months. My object in fixing six 
months is, that under the Bengal Tenancy Act the judgmeit|;-debtor* 
whose Interest is sold in the execution of a rent decree is nc>t entitled 
to file an application for setting it aside within six months. Having 
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regard to the fact that no suit need be instituted in relation to the 
land mortgage bond, I want to fix the period at six months. 

Sir, as regards iLv amendment No. 240, it also seeks to prescribe 
six months’ time. 

Tl^e motion of Mr. Dliirendra Nath Dattu that in clause 97(^f), 
line 2, the words “for the administration of his estate” be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Mukuiola Uehary Mullick that in 
clause 97, for the words heginning uith “powers under” in line 2 
and ending with “upon” in line 4 the following }>e substituted, 
namely : — 

“The powers conferred by section 90 shall, in the prescribed man- 
ner and in the form of a written demand for the payment 
of the amount due to the bunk, issue a notice upon — ”, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr, Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
paragraph {h) of clause 97, in line 4, after the word “such” the words 
“interest or” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clau.se 97, us amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 98, line 1, 
for the word “three” the word “six” be .substituUnl, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that 
in clause 98, in line 4, for the w’ord “time” the word “period” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 98, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was ^heu put and agreed to. 

The motioiv of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in <dau8e 99, line 6, 
for the words “the pres<Til)ed time” the words “six months” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'hle Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
clause 99, in line 5, for the word “time” the word “period” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. • 

The question that clause 99, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was tl^en put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that 
*in sub-glause (I) of clause 100, in lines 1 and 2*for the words “from 
the date sale of the time” the words “of the period” be substituted 
was then put and agreed to. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, I have got an amendment on 
this clause, which I would like to move. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : All right, you can move it!^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL • Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
10()(^)(b), lines 4 and 5, the words ‘‘or an application has been dis- 
allowed by the bank’* be omitted. 

Sir, these are the words added by Ibe Seh‘c{ Committee. It should 
not lie in the power of the bank coiK'eriied to disallow an application 
for setting aside a sale and tbereafter proceed to make an order 
confirming the sale. I submit that if no application has been made 
under section 911 or an application bas been made but the amount 
specified in that section has not been deposited by the applicant, 
then alone the Registrar can make an order confirming the sale. But 
it is further provided that this confirmation may be made in the event 
of an application being disallowed by the bank. Such disallowance 
will always be in the interest of the bank itstdf. If this is provided 
for, why should it be possible for the bank, why sliould it at all be 
necessary for the bank to go to ilii^ IcngH' of gelling the Regi^^trar’s 
order? Therefore, I move this ameiidmciit, and I liope the IIonTde 
Minister will accept it. 

The Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : Sir, I 
oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 100(2)(/>), 
line.s 4 and 5, the words “or an application has been disallowed by the 
bank” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 100, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(A fter ad jo u rnmen t 

Mt. 8PEAKER. We will now take up clause 101. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick — 

that in paragraph “First” of sub-clause (1) of clause 101, for the 
word “deducted” the words “paid to the co-operative land 
mortgage bank” be substituted; 

that in paragraph “secondly” of sub-clause (/) of clause 101,* 
’ line 1, after the word ”paid” the words “to the bank” be 
^ inserted ; and 
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that in paragraph “thirdly’* of sub-clause (/) of clause 101, line 
1, after the word “paid” the words “to the bank all” be 
inserted,^ 

were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 101, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clauses 102, 103 and 104 stand part of the Bill 
were then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Clause 105. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : 1 have got an amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER • That is a negative motion. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : No, Sir. Amendment 
No. 237. 

1 beg to move that in clause 105, line 4, after the word “Court” 
the wordh “by tlie mortgagor or his suece.ssor in inten*st” be inserttHl. 

I want to .say a few words. This is an important thing and 1 want 
to draw the attention of the lI<»UBt 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL • There is no quorum. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Just ring the bell. Mr. Dutt, you please go on. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : Clause 105 relates U) a sale 
held under section 00 and confirmed under section 100(2). It has Inam 
provided in this clau.se that the title of the pun baser shall not be 
questioned in any Court. It has not been mentioned whether the title 
of tlTe purcha.ser can be <[uestioned by j)erson8 other than the mort- 
gagor. AVhat I intend to say is this; it may happen that a person 
who is in possession of a |)roperty but not the real (»wner nuiy mortgage 
the pi'opert}* to a land mortgage bank. If he mak€*s default, this 
property may be sold in amdion and purchased by a third person. 
If the clause as it stands remains, then the real t^wner of the property 
will not be able to question it in the Civil Court. Then there are 
other things. It has been held that it cannot l)e questioned by any- 
body. , It is well known to you, Sir, that a Muhammadan sister is in 
constructive possession of the property with a Muhammadan brother. 
•If a Mfthammadan brother mortgages a property in a land mortgage 
bank and he makes default and the property is sold and purchased by 
another person, the sister who is not a party to the mortgage canndt 



430 


GOVEENMENT BILL. 


[30th 

question it in the Civil Court. The result is that* her share is gone; 
her title will go for ever. It cannot be contended that under Section 
105 the title of a person who is not a party to life mortgage will be 
affected. It will abrogate the principle of the Civil Procedure Code — 
principle of ad judicata, and it cannot be intended by the Legislature 
that the title of a purchaser cannot be questioned by any person. So 
I want to insert these words “by the mortgagor or his successor in 
interest” after the word “Court”. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The point is this. Suppose a property is 
mortgaged hy a man, wdio is not the real owner, to the co-operative 
society. Will not the real owner have any right to go to the Civil 
Court if his right is affected in any way? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : That pre- 
supposes that the man has been fraudulent throughout. It will be in 
the interest of the laud mortgage bank to find out who the real ownei 
is befoie giving any loan. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : When will that be 
found out? 

The HcMi’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : We shall 
have general notice issued. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : You won’t give any 
notice to the real owner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a very pertinent question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : I can assure 
my friend Mr. Datta that there is not the least ground for an appre- 
hension of this nature. Under the amended Tenancy Act there can be 
mutation of shares of the tenants. There will l)e no difficulty. The 
question of sisters and brothers does not come in. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The sister might be in a different district and 
may not be aware oU anything. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : As I have 
said, it will be in the interest of the land mortgage bank to see that 
it gets the proper title deed of the person who is effecting th^ 
mortguge. If the title can be questioned it follows that the person 
will get no loan. 
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Mr. SPEAKER I So far as I caa see, ttfe result will be that if you 
do not make necessary modification the land mortgage bank will be 
involTed in litigati^. 

The Hoit’bie Mr, 1SUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : It is just to 
prevent a course of that nature that we have provided that it sliall not 
be questioned in any Court. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDKURI : That will be putting a 
premium on fraud. 

Mr. SPEAKER ; In that ease land mortgage bank will be a party 
to a collusive fraud. 

The Non’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : As my 

friend Mr. Datta suggests, if the rightful owner is going to be deprived 
of his interest 

Mr. SPEAKER • How do you stop the fraud!^ If therd is some- 
body who has rightful claim, what will be his position? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : F or example, a legatee 
under a will. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : It often happens that the 
mortgagor is not a real owner. He i.s a trespasser and intentionally 
makes default, so that the proj»erty may be sold. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : It may be misused in tlie case of charitable trusts 
and wakfs. 

'yie Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK t I am sorry 
I haw got to ask for time to consider this matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes; we had better leave it over for the present. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Mr. Mullick, your amendment No. 151 seeking 
to delete clause 106 is a negative motion. You%nay vote against the 
clause itself. 

The question that clause 106 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and lost. 

• The* motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda ‘Behary Mullick that 
in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 107, in line f3, after the words “subject to'* 
the words “the provision of" be inserted, was then put and agreed to.^ 
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The question that cla»Se 107/ as amended, stahd part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed ll6. 

The question that clauses 108, 109 and 110 stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. ^ 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that 
in clause 111, in line 4, the words “or association” be omitted, was 
tlien jiut and agreed to. 

The question that clause 111, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause 112 has been deleted. 


Clause 113. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, clause 113 should be 
omitted. 

This fclause lays down that if a sale be held in execution of a decree 
under ('haj)ter XIV of the Bengal Tenancy Act and at the time of the 
sale if a concise statement of the order of attachment and proclamation 
of sale be not issued upon the land mortgage bank, then the sale held 
in execution of a mortgage will prevail over tlie sale held in execution 
of a decree under Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, when a properly is mortgaged to a land mortgage bank 
there is no provision that notice of the mortgage be issued upon the 
landlord. Many cases will occur in which the landlords are not aware 
of any mortgage made to the land mortgage bank and if the landlord 
is not aware of the mortgage made to a land mortgage bank in execution 
of a decree under Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tenancy Act 

Mr. SPEAKER. Your point is this, how will a landlord knoi;%jthat 
there is a mortgage of the land? Is that your only point? * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Yes, Sir, but there is another 
point which I want to illustrate. Sales under Chapter XIV of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act ipso facto do not vacate a mortgage. It is known 
to you, Mr. Speaker,* that a sale held in execution of a decree under 
Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tenancy Act will have* the effect of 
annulling the encumbrance. If these encumbrances are known to 
him, then they can be annulled by notice under section 167 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and tb0' notice can be served in the course of a^ 
year qf^^one year from the date of the knowledge of the mortgage. 
There is liio reason why special provision will be made in fav')ur of the 
land mortgage bank. So, Sir, it is impossible to hold that the sale 
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held in respect of a mortj^ajyed land will prevail over a sale held in 
execution of a decree under Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
That is why, Sir, I submit that this clause should be deleted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, there is another 
point which I beg to urge in support of Mr. Dattii's amendment. 
Here in section 118 the duty is cast on the Court to is>ue a notii'e and if 
the notice be m^t served on the land nnutgage hank, then it is the ('ourCs 
fault and not the fault of an\ party or the decree-holder, far less the pur- 
chaser. and for the default on the part of the Coint the ]>arty, the 
purchasing party, will be penalised. May 1 em|uire. Sir, what is the 
equity or ju-'tif'e of such a provision ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That In >wever is a minor point. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Hut nevertheless it is a 

point whicli has also got to be (*onsidered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLiCK: Sir, it will 

be appreciated that it is just t(» protect tin* inter(‘sls of the mortgagors 
that the mortgage bank** *'et‘k to have a fiotiee of an intending sale 
of tlie ]»ro]icrfy in cNccution of a de<’ree under (’hapter XIV of the 
Tenancy Act. Now. Sir, tin* (lue.stion that hu" lHM*n rai.sed by Kui 
Harendra Xath Chaudhuri is a" to liou the landlord is g(»ing to know 
that there is a mortgage effected b\ one of his tena!it> with respect to 
his holding. That is provided for in 1I8.\ (/) (of when* it is provided 
that "in such manner as ma\ be prescribed, notify the zemindar of the 
execution of such mortgage." 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Well, that relates to the 
mortgage of a patin taluk which is provided for thus: — 

“Xotwith.standing anything contaiin‘tl in the Bengal Patni Talvfis 
^ Hegulation, ISHt, when a mortgage is executed in favour 
of a co-operative land mortgage bank in lespect of any tenure 
or holding comi>rised within such fuitui taluk, etc." 

The Hoit’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLiCK: That, Sir, 
is in 113B. 

« 

Mr. DHINENDRA NATH DATTA; 11‘IH, Sir, relate.s to revenue- 
paying estates*. Besides patni taluk.* 

Mr. pEAKER: I think there must lx* .some^ provision for giving 
notice to landlords. I think that instead f»f deletion of thiif wlause 
if some aaeurance is given that !)o*ie wull W soine provision for notice 
to a landlord, that will satisfy Mr. Datta. 

2fi 
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Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sir, if the landlord is 
aware that a land is mortgaged, then the man will make a declaration 
to that elfect so that the interests of the landlor^ may not suffer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I am sorry 
I have detained the House. Since we have this in ILSA and 113B with 
regard to tenures and revenue-pacing estates. I hoj)e. Sir. you wiH be 
good enough to hold over this clause to-day in order that we may 
examine it further. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right; this clause is then held over till 
to-morrow. 

Clause 111 A. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move thaf in clause 
113A (J), in line 4, alter the word “Collector” the words “within such 
time as nia\‘ be pr(‘scribed” be inserted. 

Sir, I onl\ want to [)ut a time-limit and tliat is why I have put in 
this amendment, and I .suppose tliat this will make the clause sutticiently 
(dear. 1 therefore hope that the Hon'ble Minister will have no difficulty 
in accepting my amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The time is limited //^so facia by the Bill itself. 
The Sale Law provides that even it at the last moment the money is 
deposited, the sale can be stayed. 

The motion was then juit and lost. 

The ([uestion that clause 113A stand i)art of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause IhW. 

jfc Th« question that clause 113B stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to, 

Clauses 114 and Ho. 

The (question that clau.se.s 114 and 115 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 116. 

Th8 Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that in sub-clause (/) of clause IIG, in line 8, after the word 
“law" the word.s “for the time being in force” be inserted. 

The^ motion was then put and agreed to. 

The tiuestion that clause 116, as amended, stand part pf the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 



1940.] 


435 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Clause 117. 

The question that clause 117 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. / 

Chi use IIS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. 1 beg 
to move that in clause US, in lines 10-11, for the words “is provided 
in the case of a Civil Court under” the words “provided in” he substi- 
tuted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question tliat clause 118, as amended, stand part of tfie Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


('lousc.s IVJ and 120, 

Tlie (tuestioii that clauses 119 and CJO stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 121. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Saiiyal, will you plen.se move your amendment 
t(» this claused 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Ma> I sulunit, Sir, that at this fag 
end (d the day wlien the Hou*-e ha^ hardh an.\ ({uorum this clause which 
is an importatit one ma\ not be takt*n up to-<la\ . We can start with 
this (dause to-morrtov, It relato to a very im}>ortant pntvision about 
charge and Mirchargc, atid thcie will be a pretty long debate over this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: WVll, 1 am ((uite willing to leave it to-day, hut 

let us dispose of the other clauses, lor instance, ( lause 122. ^ 

s 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. the next cIiiuhp 122 is inter- 
connected with clause 121. So 1 submit that this too may not be taken 
up to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. W’e have already left over clauHeH 47 
and 113, and we are going to leave over clause l^^l and clause 122. 

('hi use 123. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I be^ 

40 move*- • 

• • 

that paragTai>h {a) of clause 123, line 1, for the words “pre- 
scribed by” the words “provided in“ be substituted; 
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that for paragraph (h) of clause 123 the following be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“(h) where no time is so provided, within such time, having 
regard to the nature and extent of the action to be 
taken, as tlie Registrar may specify by a notice in 
writing, “ ; 

that in (dause 123, in line 13, for tlie word “him“ the words “such 
officer” be substituted; and 

tliat in clause 123, in line 13, for tlie word “he” the words “the 
Registrar” be substituted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 123, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 124. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg 

to move — 

that in clause 124, in line 1, after the word “payable” the words, 
figures and letter “to the Provincial (iovernment or to a 
(’o-o])erative Soeiel\ or the authority constituted under sec- 
tion 7t)A” be inserleil ; 

that in clau>e 124, in line 3, lor the ^^ord^ “laid down” the word 
“j)rovided” be snbstituteil : 

that in jiaiagraph [a) of tin* proviso to (dause 124, line 1, for the 
words ‘'is more than” the word “exceeds” be substi- 
tuted; and 

that in paragraph (/>) of the piovj.so to (danse 124, line 1, for the 
words “is thirty rupees or less” the words “does not ^ceed 
thirty rupees” be substituted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 124, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8IIA 8ANYAL! There is no quorum, Sir. 

Adjournment. 


It being 7-35 p.nr. — 

f * 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday;, the 3l8t 
July, 1940. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 

The Assembly met in the Aasemhly H<mse, CnloiiUn, on 
Wednesday, the Slst July, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’blo Khan Bahadur M. Azizrn Haqve, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Inspectress of Schools for Dacca Circle. 

*91. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR; (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in cliar^e ol the Kdiieation Ih'partnnuit be pleased 
to state when the post (d the Inspei tie'^s oi Schools, Dacca Circle, wan 
created ‘f 

{h) Will the Ibni’lile Miiii^tm- he pleased to state wliether any 
Muslim lady has ever hehl this p<«Ht since its creation‘s 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, do the (lovernment 
contemplate the ajijKjintinent oi a Muslim or Kurojjean InsjK*ctress to 
this post in the near future? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): (a) The post was orij^inally created 
in 1908. The designation then was “Inspe^dress of Sehools for Eastern 
Bengal and Assam". 

(6) No. 

(r) The qllestion does not arise until such tijne as the post falls 
vacant permanently. 

Sir, as regards answer (r) that has been printed I would modify this 
•answer to this extent that after this question was put I have made 
enquiries and I think some investigation of facts is necessary.* I arn 
looking into it. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Wil the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there is any possibility of 
appointing a special Muhammadan Inspectress of Schools P 

Mr^ SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mfi Ai Kg FAZLUL HUQs I am looking into that 
question. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Muhammadan Inspectress can be 
transferred to the Dacca Circle from other Circles? 

The Hon’ble Mfg At Kg FAZLUL HUQs That is one of the points 
which will be considered. 


Recruitment of Deputy Jailors. 

•M. Mauivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home I)ei)artment be pleased to state— 

(i) the method of retTuitmeiit to, and 

(li) the qualification.s required of a candidate for, 
the ix)st of a Deputy Jailor? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Ministoi’ be pleased to state whether any 
Deputy Jailoi'8 have recently been aj)])ointed? 

(<•) If the answer to {h) is in (he alHrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plea.sed to lay on the table a statement cb.r.ving their— 

(i) names; 

(u) age; 

{iii) educational qualificiitions; and 

iiv) home districts? 

{(i) Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
vacancies were advertised in the official gazette and newspapers invit- 
ing applications from candidates? 

(c) If the answef to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? ^ 

MINISTER in chargo of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HonOilo 
Khwajt Sir Nazimuildin): (a)^ Recruitment is made (i) ordinarily by* 
Belecti&n of candidates from those who pass the B.C.S. Examination 
but fail to get appointments in one or other of the services tor which 
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the examination is held, (ti) by promotion of Assistant Jailors, (in) by 
promotion of jail clerks in exceptional circumstances, and (ft?) from 
outsiders if no qualified B.C.S. candidates are available. The 
qualification required of an outsider is that he should have passed the 
I. A. or I. Sc. Examination of the Calcutta University or the Inter- 
mediate Examination of the Board of Secpndary and Intermediate 
Examination at Dacca. 

(b) Yes. Four Deputy Jailors (2 i>ermanent and 2 temporary) 
have been appointed in 1940. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(fi) Out of the four vacancies in 1940 two — one pennanent and one 
temporary — were advertised in the Star of India and two selected from 
the B.C.S. candidates. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Sfafomcnt referred to in reply to clause (c) of starred yuestion- .Vo. !)2. 

(1) Hindu candidate — 

(/) Name — Santipriya Gho.se. 

(ii) Ape — 25 y«*ars and 7 months. 

(HI) Ediicatjonal (jiialifications — B.A. and also pijssed <lie B.C.S. 

Examination. 

{ir) Home di.strict — 1 'arid pur. 

(2) Muslim candidate (outsider) — 

(i) Name — Anwanil Hu«j. 

{ii) Age — 2d yeai^ and 2 months. 

(iii) Educational (jualificatioiis — B.A. 

(ir) Home district — Nadia. 

j^) Mu.sliin candidate toutsiden — 

(i) Name — Syed Ahmed. 

(ii) Age — 22 year.s and 5 month.s. 

(iii) Educational <[ualifications — B.A. 

(iv) Home district — Malda. 

(4) Hin^ candidate — 

(i) Name — Lokenath Banerjee. 

(m) Age — ^26 years and 7 months. 

(riVj Educational qualifications — M.A. and also passed the B.C.S. 

• Examination. 

(iv) flome district — Dacca, 
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• 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why of all newspapers the Star of India was alone selected 
for advertisement? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe that those 
appointments were reserved for Muslims. I am of course speaking 
subject to correction. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why that advertisement 
was not published in the Official Gazette? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it follows that it was not published. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it was published in the Official Gazette? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any members of the Scheduled Castes applied 
for the posts? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why was it not published in the Azad? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

f* 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state whether candidates Nos. 1 and 4 were age-barred? 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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ProtMtion of tho bank of rivor Dharla at KurignuiK 

*04. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTYS (a) Is the 

Hon’We Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
luent aware — 

(i) that in April last the Irrigation Department of the Government 
submitted a report, plan and estimate for the protection of 
the bunk of the river Dharla at Kurigram, district Rangpur, 
stating that Government buildings have been washe<l away 
and the safety of the remaining Government property costing 
over Rs. 50,000 as well as private properties is being 
threatened ; 

(i/) that the plan of the department was 5 spur works along the 
bank of the river; 

(/li) that the cost of the woik has been estimated at about 118.5,500; 
and 

(iv) that in the opinion of the departmental experts the scheme was 
likely to be affective ^ 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wbetber the Gov- 
ernment contemplate taking up of the protection work? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : t)n receipt of a copy of a rcHolution jias.sfMl by the 
Kiirigram I'nion Board leconimending the re-(‘\oavation oi tin* old bed 
of the river as a measure likely to prevent further erosion of the bunks 
of the existing channel of tin* Dharla, a report on the pr(»i»osul was 
called for. Along with the report on the Board’s suggestion I examined 
an alternative proposal which involved the construction of 5 spurs at 
an dlPiniated cost of about Rs. h.doO. The advice wliich I received, 
however, was such that I did not feel justified in recommending the 
expenditure of public money on a project which in a more elaborate 
and expensive form had been abandoned by Government last year. 
The honourable member will no doubt recall the fact that an adjourn- 
ment motion in regard to that decision of Government was rejected by 
this House. ^ 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN5 The Ilon’ble Minister says that a 
.saving jras effected by not adopting the proposal which involved an 
estimated cost of Rs. 6,450. May I know whether this proimsai came 
from the •Irrigation Department? 
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The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbaiar: 

No, Sir. That proposal was considered by the Irrigation Department 
at the request of the union board. 


Mfi ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Was the Hon’ble Minister satisfied 
that by giving effect to this proposal Government properties and private 
properties referred to in question (a) might have been saved? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Rt8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The question of protecting Government properties does not arise as 
the subdivisional headquarters had already been shifted. 


Mfi 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government has considered the desirability of 
making some sort of arrangement to protect the bank? 


The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I may state that the policy of Government in this respect is only to 
protect Government property, and as I have said just now the 
subdivisional headquarters having been shifted no useful purpose 
would be served by spending money in that direction. 


Arson oases in Fatikchari police-station, Chittagong. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing from January, 1938, up to date, year by year and union by 
union, for the ]>olice-station Fatikchari, district Chittagong, the ndgmber 
of arson cases reported to the police? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the number of arson cases 
in the said thana is on the increase? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

f 

Tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) and (c) Crime under this head is on the decrease this ^ear, but 
the figure for 1939 was higher than for previous year. ^ 

The reason of the increase in 1939 is not known. 
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Statemenl referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred guesHon No. 9S, 
regarding arson cases of Fatikchari police-station from 1st January, 
2938, up to date, shouing figures, year by year and union board by 
union board. 


Name of union board. 


1. Dantmara 

2. Narayanhat 

3. Bhiijpur 

4. Harualchhari 

5. Paindong 

6. Kanchannagar 

7. Bibirhat 

8. iSundarpur 

9. Suabil 

10. Daulatpur 

11. Lelang 

12. Nanupur 

13. Roshangiri 

14. Bakhtapiir 

15. Dharmapur 


Number of arson oases. 


1940 

1938. 1939. (up to 7th 

July). 

1 1 


Total 


3 


9 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the tabs) 

Apqglntment of more Scheduled Caste candidates in the Ahsanullah 
School of Engineering at Dacca. 

49. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Is the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that claims of the Scheduled Castes are not considered at the 
time of recruitment of candidates either in the clerical and 
Inching staff or in the workshop department of the Ahsan- 
ullah School of Engineering at Dacca ; 

(n) that the Principal of the said school maintains communal ratio 
, at the workshop ; and 

(itt) that no communal ratio is maintained in the office atid the 
* teaching staff ? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to* state whether the Government contemplate the 
maintenance of communal ratio in every branch of that school? 

(r) If s(», do tlie Government contemplate the appointment of the 
Scheduled Caste candidates in all future vacancies in the office and 
teaching*' staff of the said school till the ratio is reached? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) No. The claims of 
Scheduled Castes are considered. 

(ii) He aims at the communal ratio in all departments of the school. 

(ill) The member is referred to the reply to (i). 

ih) Yes, as vacancies arise. 

(c) Yes, to the extent prescribed by the rules, provided suitable 
candidates are available. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government will 
consider applications from suitable candidates from outside Bengal to 
maintain the communal ratio? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, if necessary. 
That will be done, but in order to give the Assembly certain facts I 
want to answer the question in a different way from what has been 
stated in the printed answer. There has been no vacancy in the 
teaching staff of the school since 19dl ; so the question of communal 
ratio does not arise there. At the present moment there are 22 posts 
in the workshops which are held by members of different communities 
as follows: Muslims — 9, Scheduled Castes — 9; and Caste Hindus — 4. 
I have already given the rest of the answer. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many appointments were made in the office since 
the communal ratio was fixed? 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that there is no vacancy. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir, but that relates to 
the teaching staff. I want to know how many appointments were made 
in the office. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As to that I ask fir notice. 
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ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to ascertain whether Scheduled Castes members of this House desire 
that Scheduled Castes candidates should be obtained from outside the 
province P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Agitation by Maghadia Krishak Samiti for reduction of rents. 

50. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM; Will llu Ilon’bh* 
Minister in (‘harx:e ot the Itevenue Department be pleas’d to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(r/) that the Secretary to the Maj^hadia KIi^llal^ Saniili bus been 
siibniittinj’- memorials both to the Collector and the Kcvenue 
Hoard for rediKtion of rents; and 

{h) that recently he has been threat<‘ned u ith prosecution by the 
Collector, Cliittaj^^on^% it he submits iurthcr memoiial for 
reduction of rents p 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bfe Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) Yes. 

Xu. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state it tlie constitutional procedure for i eduction of rent 
is illegal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot understand your <iUe.stion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is ♦sending memorials to the 
Coll^i^itor or to thr llevenue Hoard ilb-tral? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: He.ause it has been said that the 
Collector of Chittagong has threatened 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH 90Y: What is consti- 
tutional can^t be unconstitutional and illegal. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister U 
pleased to state if he is aware that in some districts District Magistrates 
and IJistrict Authorities threaten with prosecution those workers who 
try to l^ad deputations or submit applications or memorial^ to the 
Collectors? 
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The Hoti’hfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYS Far from 
threatening memorialiste with prosecution, speaking from memory, I 
can say that actual reduction of rent has been granted in Char 
Maghadia and the rent has been brought down by Government, 

Mr. SURENDRA MATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any action has been taken by Government with 
regard to the memorial from the Maghadia Krishak Samitif 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I have 
already replied to that question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Were you sleeping, Mr. Biswas? (Laughter.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am sorry,. Sir. I heard 
Char Maghadia and so I thought it was a different place. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state the rate of reduction of rent that he has given to the 
people of Maghadia? 

The Hon»ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Speaking from 
memory again, tlie rate was, I think, Its. 12 per sahi I'ani, and it 
has been brought down to Rs. 10. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon^le 
Minister be pleased to state on what date the reduction of rent was 
given effect to? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I think 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Actually on what date 
was the effect given? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Whether it was 
actually given effect to in ID-U or retrospective effect from 1934 was 
given, I do not exactly remember. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state what was the total reduction of the 
coDectionP 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: ft 1:^3? C¥fnt c«rt*m 

•Ai CT reduction CT'^'qi WTCTIC^ 4&1 ^ ’tf5lfi55 ^H: '»ir » ll : V 4 «RT ’ll 

f’TCST C^tC? reduction c^tCTOpt ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Starred Question No. 93. 

*93. Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, the Hon’hle Finance Ministei 
is not yet here to answer this question. Is this witliin the jurisdiction 
of the Hon’ble Home Minister? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: Sir, it is beyond my 
jurisdiction. 

May I suggest that this question may be put off till to-morrow? 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Ce-operative Societies Bill, 193S. 

Clause 47. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, with 
regard to clause 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I have been asked by 
Hr. Nalinaksha Sanyal to reiiuest you to pass over other clauses and 
to t|^j£e up clause 47 now so that he may be given an opportunity of 
taking part in the discussion of other clauses after half an hour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is clause 47 which will now be taken up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, with 
regard to clause 47, I may inform the House that I am prepared to 
accept amea^ent No. 73 of Mr. Satyapriya Batlerji. Over and above 
that, I am going to accept in principle the suggestion made by 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri with regard to clause 47 (1) (e) about 
repairs. I have put forward a fresh draft in this connection because 
• the wefrd “repair'* appears in several places • 

(At yiis stage the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy entAed the 
Chamber.) 
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Thi Hon’bti Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I am sorry, I could 

not be present at the question time. 

Now, Sir, may I know if the practice of reserving particular dates 
for particular Ministers may be followed here? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that can be worked upon if there is somebody 
in the Secretariat to control the number of questions; for example 
your department may have only one question on a particular day, and 
if the questions of other departments are not allowed on that day, we 
will have to sit idle. Of course, I can discuss this matter w’ith you 
on a convenient date. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the 
position, therefore, is this that I am accepting the suggestion ot 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri in principle and I am putting in a 
fresh draft. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: So you are ac(‘epting amendment No. 7*3? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Yes, Sir, I 
am prepared to omit the word “prior'’. 

Now, Sir, I beg to move that for clause 47 (7) (c) the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

if sucli debt or demand is <lue in respect of any loan for the 
purchase or construction of any hou.se or building or any 
portion thereof or in respect of the sujiply of materials for 
siu'h construction, — upon the house or building so purchased 
or constructed by such member, past member or deceased 
member wholly or in part from any such loan or material.” 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may we now move our 
amendments on this clause? My amendments are Nos. 258, 2591 200. 
251, 252 and 272. I will not move amendment No. 259. 

Sir, may I enquire before I proceed, when the Hon’ble Minister 
has accepted Mr. Satyapriya Banerji's amendment and deleted the 
word “prior”, is there any nec'essity for retaining the words “in the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 47 (7), line 2, the word and figure “GO and" be omitted. 

Sir, in clau.se GO of the Code of Civil Procedure it is stated that 
some properties meaning thereby the implementa of husbandry 
belonging to an agriculturist and such cattle and grains as may in the 
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opiuioa of the court be necessary to enable him to earn his livelihood 
and such portion of agricultural produce or any class of agricultural^^ 
produce as may have been declared to be free from liability under 
section 61 of that Code and houses and other buildings belonging to 
an agriculturist shall not be liable to attachment and sale. 

Now, Sir, my amendment is to protect these properties from the 
clutches of the Co-operative Societies Bill 

Mfi SPEAKER: AVill you first move all your amendments together? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, all my amendments do 
not refer to the same thing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. 1 beg to move that in 
clause 47 (i) line 9, after the word “member” the following words be 
inserted, namely: — 

“and registered in the books of such society in the prescribed 
manner.” 

Sir, I al>o beg to move that in (dause 47(7), line 9, the word “first" 
be omitted. 

I also beg to imive that the following e.xplanation be added to clause 
namely; — 

''K.rplanaimn . — The word ‘transferee* in this snb-.seetion shall 
include the liolder of a .security under a deed of mortgage 
or hypothecation." 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 47 after sub-clause (2), the 
follcaiing new' sul»-(lause be added, namely: — 

“(J) Notin’ ng in tliis section shall apply to any debt or demand 
due to a co-operative society in resjiect of a loan advanced 
by the society before the date of commencement of this 
Act.” 

Sir, as I^as going to say on my amendment ^o. 25!S| I shall request 
the Hon’ble Idinister and the members of this House, specially the 
members of the C<»alition Party, to consider the position tliat w(»ul(l 
be created by the Co-operative Societies Hill with regard to l^e interest 
, of the,pdor agriculturists. Sir, by section 60, of the Code of Civil 
Procedure the implements fd husbandry belonging to an agriwulfurist 
anS his •cattle h^ve been exempted from attachment and sale. Not 

30 
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only that- Such graih as may, in the opinion of the court, be necessary 

inable him to earn /his livelihood has also been exem|»ted by that 
section. Besides, the houses and other buildings 

Mti SPEAKER* May I point out to you that it is not co^jiulsory 
for the co-operative society to give loans. Is’nt it? 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Xo. 

Mr, Speaker* Supposing you pass this legislation, will any co- 
operative bank give a loan for the purchase of cattle with that money? 
What is the use of passing a law which is impracticable? Let us dis- 
cuss this Bill from a practical point of view. You are passing the 
legislation in a form in which it seems that the liability is of the 
money-lender; so far as the debtor is concerned, he has no respon- 
sibility. 

Mr, SURENORA NATH BISWAS: We are also passing a law’ 
knowing it fully well that there will be a register to .show that so and 
80 loan is taken for so and so purjxjse, ami the societies will stick to 
that. Unless and until the Hon’ble Minister withdraws the clause 
as it stands to-day, I submit tluil tins clause will take away the rights 
of the poor agriculturists w'hich they have been enjoying under section 
60 of the Civil Procedure Code. I do not see any logic or reasons for 
depriving the poor agriculturists of tliose rights. It will not be the 
first time that the agriculturists will be given loan by the co-o}»erative 
societies. They have been borrowing money from the existing societies 
from generation to generation. The money-lenders also lent them 
money and realised it, when the agriculturists were in a position to 
repay the loan, and still section 60 of the Civil Procedure Code remained 
to give them some protection. Neither the societies nor any money- 
lender grudged that, but the author of the Bengal C(>-operative Societies 
Bill comes W’ith a hammer to knock down those interests of the agri- 
culturists which they have been enjoying from generation to geneA*tion. 

Mr. 8f>EAKER: Do you know the percentage of the overdue debt? 

Mr. lURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It is because of the joint 
and several liabilities of the members of the cooperative societies. 

Mt. iRtAKBR: It is something to know that par/ of that will 
fail. ‘ 

Mr. SURENdRA NATH BISWAS: The whole movement irili 
fail,, I am sure no amount of legislation will he able to develop or to 
protect these societies in future so loug as joint and ^^veral .Uabilitiea 
of the members will remain. However, Sir, I only wish to draw the 
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attention of the honourable members of this House and especially the 
members of-^the Coalition Party with whose strength the Hon^le^ 
Minister wants to defeat us, to the implication of this clause and, 1 
hope, if they realise the same, they will support my amendment for 
the deletion of the word and figure “60 and“ from sub-claue (2) of 
clause 47. 

I now come to my amendment No. 260. If my amendment is 
accepted, then the clause will read thus “any debt or outstanding 
demand owing to a co-operativey society by any member, past member, 
or the estate of any deceased member and registered in the books of 
such society in the prescribed manner shall be the first charge, etc.” 

What 1 want is the registration of the loans in the jirescribed 
manner and 1 hope if my amendment is accepted, Coverument will 
draw up a form of that register to show that so and so jierson is 
going to borrow money tor so and so juirpose as mentioned in this 
clause. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry here again every debt due to a (‘o- 
operative society is registered. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: There are ledgers only to 
show that so and so lias borrowed money. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It you once go to a co-opcrutivc society you will 
see that they maintain a history of ilcht pai<l, overdue amount taken 
and tnerything else. Tliat is wiiat you want. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes. hut I uant further that 
the particular purpose tor which a loan is taken be registered. You 
see the implication of clause 47. The implication is that the debt 
to the society will he the first charge, if such debt is in rc.spec t of a 
particular purpose. That is the burden of the whole clause. In ail 

sub-clauses you will find the debt for 

m 

Mr. SPEAKER* There also every member of the co-operative 
society who takes a loan has to state tlie purpose for whh-h he takes 
the loan. 

Mr. SURENDRA HATH BISWAS: If that is so, I do not insist 
on my ameq^eiit. But I am afraid there i.s n# register to show the 
purpose, WKbt I want to know is, where a particular member who 
wants to borrow money from me, say, for purchasing land or for 
building a house, whether he has also borrowed money from a parti- 
. cullr s<|aety for that particular purpose, I want that these [iarticulani 
should he noted in the register and that I shall be entitled to get^a copy 
of that register or to inspect it. If I am permitted to do so, then I 
shall be satisfied. 
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Then, Sir, so far as my amendment No. 261 is concerned, it is to 
delete the word “first” before the word “charge.” I do ndt grudge that 
the co-operative society loan will be a charge upon the property for 
which the loan is given, but I do not find any logic why the co-operative 
society loan should be the first charge in all cases. Let it be ^ charge 
and let the charge along with other cliurges take i)recedence in the 
order of the dates of the reh2)ective de])ls. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So that you can go to a money-lender, incur 
there a del)! and sell the properly purchased by tlie money taken from 
a co-operative society. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS; My friend Dr Sanyal lias 
moved an amendment to the efteet that the society loan should be 
“subject to a secured debt”. But I want something else. I uaiit 
that let equity be applied and let justice be done to all the money- 
lenders who will lend money to the meml)ers of co-operative societies. 
If any person borrows money from a co-operative society to-day tor 
ac(iuiring a property and then borrows money from an outsider to- 
morrow mortgaging the same property, let that mortgage be a secoml 
charge, subject to the first charge of the co-ojicrative society. But 
if a particular member of a co-ojierative society borrows money from 
me to-day against a pro])erty and then again borrows money from 
the co-operative society to-morrow foi- the same i)roj)erty. it js 
preposterous to lay down by legislation that the (‘o-iiperative society’s 
money which has been borrowed later will be the first charge. 

Then 1 want the Hon’ble Minister to consider another feature of 
this clause for which also this amendment of mine should receive 
due consideration. In sub-clauses {d) and {e), the objection that was 
put fonvard the other day to the retention therein of the words “wholly 
or in part” still holds gotid, because by the amendment made by tlie 
Hon’ble MinLster to-day he has not removed that objection. Take 
the example of a member of a co-operative society who has botrowed 
Bs. 500 to-day for several purposes, say, for defraying the expenses of 
the marriage of his daughter and for other purposes including the 
purpose of purchasing laud. (Uau>e {d) states that if any part of 
that Rs. 500, even if Rs. 5 of that Rs. 500, is applied to the purchase 
of a particular plot of land the whole money will be the first charge 
on that land. ^ 

Now, Sir, suppose that a member of a society borrow^'from a lender 
a sum of Rs. 500 to purchase land worth Rs. 505, upon the security 
of that land.” Then he borrows another sum of Rs. 500 from his society 
for many purposes including purchase of that land and utilises the 
small ^um of Rs. 5 only out of Rs. 500 of the co-operative money to 
purchase that land. Is it fair and just that the co-oper»tive loan 
which amounts to Rs. 500, and only Rs. 5 out of which has been spent 
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for the purpose of purchasinjc the land* should he a first charge upon 
the entire land? I do not find any reason or logic behind such a 
provision. Similar is the case with regard to the purchase or construc- 
tion of a house. If those words '‘whether in whole or in part”, are 
retained and even if a small portion of the co-operative society’s loan 
is applied to any of the transactions referred to in sub-clauses (d) and 
(e), the whole of the society money will be a first charge in respect 
of such transaction. This is nothing but despotism. In view of 
these serious and outrageous implications, my amendment to delete 
the word “first” and my amendment No. 262 which wants to add an 
explanation, namely, that the word “transferee” in this suh-section 
shall include the holder of a security under a deed of mortgage or 
hypothecation, slioiild lu* accepted. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, yoins is a very rouhst definition wherein 
you say that “transferee” means the holder of a security under a deed 
of mortgage or hypothecation. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Yes, Sir. Mortgage is also 
a transfer. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It may not he an absolute transfer hut may he 
only partial, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In any case, it is a transfer. 
So, Sir, this explanation ^hould he accepted. If you kindly go througli 
buh-clausc i2) you will find that the claims of any fwna fide purchaser 
or transferee of value without notice hav<' heen excmp(c<l. Now 1 
want that the word “traiislcrec” iiicludc«< flu* holder of a security 
wliether under a deed of mortgai^c or hyi>otl)ecation without notice; 
hecause it is only fair that if a ^ccurity-hoidcr has lent m(»ney witlmut 
notice of the property hciiig a charge t(» the <'o-nperative society, his 
rigli# should ntd he jcopai’<liz<*d hy this special law'. That is the 
object of my explanation. Would it he just and fair to vhdimise a 
hvmi fide security-holder witlumt notice, wliile we ail recognise the 
fact that it will not he possible for any mitsider to know whether a 
borrower is a member of any co-operati\e s(K*iety in any part of this 
province? Sir, a person may be a member of a co-operative society 
in Calcutta and at the same time may also he a member of a c(M>j)ertttive 
society in fl^ village. The village money-lender may know a peV.son 
to be a member of his village society but may not know whether that 
particular person is a member of a co-operative society in (hileutta. 
If he l^ends money against security without notice of the borrower's 
liability to the Calcutta co-operative society, •sbouW be suffer?' If, 
however^ he lends with notice, then and then alone may that society 
claim a first charge on the money which it lent. But unless and until 
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he gets notice of the liability of the borrower to a society, I do not 
find any reason why t^ innocent and bond fide lender ' should be 
victimised by this law, 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) I hope, Sir, 
you will please give me five minutes more for I have yet to move my 
last amendment No. 272. 


Mfi SPEAKER: In that case you can continue, but please be 
short. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS; I shall be short, Sir, but 
had I moved all my amendments separately I would have got more 
time. ^ 

Sir, I demand by amendment No. 272 that the provisions of this 
clause should not apply to any debt in respeci of any loan advanced 
before the commencement of this Act. I feel that if clause 47 with its 
sub-clauses comes into h>rce, then tlie inter(‘sts of many hojut fide 
lenders will l^e jeopardized, be(‘ause this clause without the new sub- 
clause projmsed by me will have retrospective effect and that retros- 
pective effect will harm the interests of the innocent lenders. Sir I 
understand that the demand of a co-operative society may be in respect 

of an ascertained debt. The loan may have been very old 5 years or 

7 years old— but after the commencement of this Act tlie (hies of the 
society in reH])ect of such previous loan, when demanded, will become 
a first charge upon the borrower’s properties, while the dues of a piivate 
lender who has before tlie commencement of this Act advanced money 
upon mortgage of the properties of that bf)rr()wer will become a se(‘ond 
charge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But is this provision going to be retrospective? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Ye>, Sir, kindly ascertain the 
position from the Hon ble Minister. I understand from himothat 
the dues or demand, whatever they may be, of a co-operative society, 
even in respect of a previous loan, shall be a first charge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I have already got a right accrued under 
the existing law and that right cannot be taken away! 

Mf. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: That is, Sir, j:^at I want. 
If that IS the position then the Hon^ble Minist-er can have no reason 
not to accept my amendment. It is very’ clear, Sir. 

-Mf. SPEAKER. If the amendment is not accepted, then tlt|g posi- * 
tion wiH be that every mortgagor will immediately put his property to 
sale. • 



im] 


OOmjOflira BOL. 481 

mV. 8URENDRA NATH BitWASs In that view, Sir, let some 
protection be given against such sale. If you can give sucb protec- 
tion under the Money-lenders Act then let similar protection be 
given for that here also, so that the mortgagee may not put all the 
properties of their mortgagor to sale. If this law is passed with 
retrospective effect, then I should submit that it will transcend the 
outrage wliich has already been committed upon the credit system 
of this province by tlie Money-lenders Act. Sir, even the authors of 
the Money-lenders Act 

Mff SPEAKER: That will do, Mr. Biswas. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir, I stop here. 
But is the Hon’ble Minister going to accej)t my amendment h* 

Mr. SPEAKER: That I cannot .say. I have drawn his attention 
to this point. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: What 1 am pointing out is 
that unless there is something specifically clear in the Act that it does 
not mean retrospective effect then all the mortgagees who have taken 
mortgages from jiersoris who are members of co-operative societies 
may, as Iffippened on the eve of the Money-lenders Act coming into 
force, immediately rush to court and bring the mortg‘aged properties 
to sale. That may be one evil. But the retrospective effect is a greater 
evil, and both these evils I want to avert. 1 hope the Hon’hle Minister 
will make this point clear. 

With these words I eommcnd my uniendmeiits to the accei^tanee 
of the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I do not consider that 
the ^endment now tabled by the Hon’ble Minister is in any way an 
improvement upon the original drafting. Our contention was that if 
the house for the construction or [>urcha8e of which the debt is 
incurred was subject to a previi)us mortgage to some otlier person then 
the previous mortgage cannot be wiped out. The debt due to the co- 
operative bank cannot be a first charge in view’ of this previous 
mortgage. The contention was that if the bouse for the purchase or 
construction^ which the loan is taken, and the^debt is incurred, was 
subject to a previous mortgage, then certainly the debt due to the 
co-opevative bank for the purchase of the house cannot \ye a first 
charge. It is really making an inroad upon the Transfer of Property 
Act it^lf. • £' 

• . . . ^ . f 

Ther% is no provision, Sir, in the Act itself, either in ihe Co- 
operative Bill or in the Act, that it can make any encroochmeot on the ^ 
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Transfer of Property Act. The previous mortgage must have prece- 
dence over the subsequent simple debt. Even if the debt be incurred 
for the construction of a house or for the purchase of a house previously 
mortgaged, I thinks, Sir, there is no esc‘ape. I think we have not got 
power like that. This Assembly cannot take away the provisions of 
the Transfer of Property Act. It is clear that that was the intention 
of the framers of the clause itself, because the only things that have 
been referred to are sections GO and 61 of the Civil Procedure Code. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, you are aware that section GO deals with certain 
things which are not liable to attachment, as for instance, cattle, 
tools of artisan, necessary apparel, etc., and section 61 deals with 
exemption of agricultural produce. Though sections GO and 61 have 
been referred to, no mention has been made of the Transfer of Projierty 
Act. It cannot be contended that the house previously mortgaged 
and the debt under tbe mortgaged bond will be wiped away. Sir, 
the only thing that is allowed to have precedence is mentioned in 
clause (7), namely, “or any sum recoverable as rent,” AVith regard 
to that there is an amendment of Dr. Saiiyal suggesting the addition 
of the words “or any secured debt’’ after tlie words ‘‘as rent”, and I 
think it is necessary. 


The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKr Sir, I am 

afraid there has been a considerable misapin-ebension about this 
matter. Clause 47 of the Bill only seeks to j)rovide that when some 
money is taken from a co-operative socict> for certain purposes, the 
society shall have the first cliar^ie for tlu* realization of its due-^ Iroin 
the member as he benefits bimselt by using that money with respect 
to those matters. Sub-clauses (</), {aa), (h) and <c) will show the 
piiiposes for which money can be taken and when money is taken and 
utilized for any such purpose, I submit there is no esca]>e from the 
conclusion that the member must be made liable to pay that money 
to the society when be has taken imuiey and has done somethin!^ with 
it. Now, Sir, so far as the amendment of Mr. Biswas No. ‘250 is 
concerned, I am extremely sorry to have to observe that he is labouring 
under a serious misapprehension, for clauNes 48A and 124 of the Bill 
already agreed to by the House will show distinctly as to how the 
different dues can be realized. So far as section GO of tbe Civil 
Procedure Code is concerned, my friend Mr. Dutta h^ pointed out 
that it provides for exemption of agricultural imple^nents and so 
forth from attachment, but when we have made a provision in clause 
124 showing the amount that can be attached out of the man s 
earnings, that makes the position clear as to what we inten^ to do. 
So far as section Ts concerned, there is a further amendment made 
by the*^ Central Legislature when they added a sub-section 4i) saying 
that salaries up to Ks. 100 per month cannot be attached. If that 
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were to hold good with respect to the earning of a memb^ of a co- 
operative society, then the position will be that i\o nioiifey due to a 
co-operative society can be nnilized when a man’s income does not 
exited Rs. 100 a month. Just to provide a sufegimrd againstf a 
routingeijcy of that nature a specific provision in thi.s clause 47 has 
been made. If we are to accejit his other amendment Xo. 201 that it 
should not })e made the cliarge, then it is better to delete the whole 
clause, becuu'ie. when these things are done, it must be understood that 
we must have the first charge upon the particular results achieved 
when he takes liis loan from the co-operative society. 

So far as the question of registry in the books of the society is 
concerned, you, Sir. have jxdnted out to my lion ble friend how it is 
done. When a memhei- comes and asks for a loon, he has got to fill up 
an aj)jdi(‘atiou toini showing the amount that he needs, the purpose 
for uhicli the loan is required, etc. The boidvs of the society do show 
all these things. So there need he no ajipreheii.sion. 

AVith regard to 2t)2, about the interpretation of transferee, 1 do 
not think I need advance any further argument. 

l\'ith regard to amendment No. 272, whether it should have 
retrospective etteet, I l)elieve. Sir, tlie position is that no suhstanfive 
law has any retrospective ett'eci unless it is specifically nieiiiioiied in 
the Act itsidt. As regards the power (d' the co-operative soidety to 
have its dues realized from the members, one of the existing sections 
ot the jireseiit Act, — %iz., section 10 of Act II of 1912,- shoa.s that 
it has that power. 

As reuards the ]K)ini made h> niy tiieiid itjii llarendru Nath 
Chaudhnri, although he lias not tabled an amendment, we have 
considered this (piestieu, and all that 1 ean say to him is that we 
exactly fee] in tlie same way — ■ — 

Mr. SPEAKER; S(» far a. sectimi 19 is (-(nicer ned, it deals with 
m(*!i4||- liorrowed toi the purchase ot entile, fodih-r, agricultural and 
indu>ti’iii4 impleiiieiit.s, uiachjiici\, etc, Jlut you are going beyond 
that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am 

coming to tliat. Sir. 

Mr, SP^KER: The result will be this. iSupposing a man has 
got a mortg^^e upon proj*ei'ty and he i.s a <*o-operativ(* society member. 
If this Rill is passed, tlie mortgagee will ius!» to the Court. 

Thj Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MURICK: If he takes 
money from the co-operative society for that purpilie, he is expected to 
redeem 4liat mortgage le^fore he makes any other use of it. That is 
what is provided in sub-section (d). 
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Mr, SPEAKER: The difficulty comes in when it becomes partial 
redemption. 

Bui HARElfDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Redemption may be in 
respect of any other loan, not contracted for the i)urpose of purchase 
of land. 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I think we 
have examined this suR-gestion very carefully. AVe agree entirely 
with Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, but we do not think that any 
further addition is necessary. When there is a question of redemption 
it must be a redemption of the land that a man might have mortgaged 
before. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Difficulties will arise if 
thei’e are two or three mortgages. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose a man has given a loan of Rs. oOO. He 
does not know* what the Court's decision will be. The result will be 
that even if there is a chance of partial redemption, he will not wait 
for that, but he will rush to Court. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not only tlmt. There 
may be more than one mortgage — two or three mortgages — om* in 
respect of loan foi the purchase of land, and another tor (luite a 
dilt'erent jiiirpose. This will ajiply to the redemption of land in respect 
(d subsequent mortgages. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please get the (luestion examined. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: We have 
examined this question, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is better to be clear on this point.* There is 
time yet. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Would it 
meet with the wish of my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri if we 
delete the words “or parC from (dt? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think if it is “in whole” it will be perfectly 
legitimate, 

Th.'Hoii'bl. Mr* MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: V^ry well, 
Sir,. I shall do that. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That will umt one of 

our objectious and not the other. We have two objections with regard 
to this sub-clause, one regarding these words “or in part” and the 
other regarding “redemption”. Please apply your mind to these two 
things. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 


redemption, of course we agree 


As regards 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If he agrees with me 
in substance, then why can’t he accept the amendment? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs We entirely 
agree with wluit he says, hut we think that it is not necessary. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That will meet all the objections, I think. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 don t think so. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On a point of information, Sir. 
If the debtor defaults in m. iking j»ayment and as a result his house is 
sold and then he makes default in pa\ment of the mortgage debt — the 
house w’as previously mortgag(‘d — and the mortgagor hrings a suit and 
purchases the property, which sale wdll prevail? 


Mr. SPEAKER: You answer that in (’ourt. (I^aughter.) 

I take it that the present position of Government is that so far as 
sub-c??llu.se (d) ol clause 47 is concerned, they wdll delete the phrase “in 
whole or in part ’ and from sub-clause (c) they will delete “w'holly or 
in part”. That is to say whenever any land or j>roperty i» purchased 
wholly or the building constructed w'h(dly, the co-operative society will 
have the first charge. 

Th« HortWe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MdLLiCK: Sir. I W 
to move this ^ort notice amendment, viz,^ that in clause 47(7)(<Z), in 
line % the words “in whole or in part” be omitted. Iji amendment 
No. 27-3 moved by me to-day the words “wholly or in part” also should 
'be deleted. A slight consequential change shoukl also be made in my 
amendment No. fid which was previously moved by wibstitutiu^ “and 
(dy* in pface of “(d) and (e)”. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Why not retain tlie word 
‘‘wholly”, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Biswas, you will have to go to a 
doctor! (Laughter.) 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that in aiause 47 (7), line 3, 
the word “prior” be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick that 
in clause 47 (7), line 8, for the word “owing" the word “due” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hoii’ble Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick as subse- 
quently amended on short notice that in paragraphs (a), {aa), (h), (c) 
and (d) of clause 47 (7) for the words “the demand” wherever they 
occur in line 1, the words “such debt or demand” be substituted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the ITon’ble Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick that in 
clause 47 i2), line 7, after the word “articles” the words “houses, 
buildings” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

4'lie short-noticc amendment ot the Iloirhle Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick that in suh-clauM' (d) of clause 47 (7), line 4. the words “in 
whole or in part” he omitted, was then jmt and agreed to. , 

The motion of tin* Hoirhle ^fr. .Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
paragraph (d) ot clause 47 (7), line 4, tor the words “in whole” the 
word “wholly” he suhstituted, was then hy leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

The motion of the lion 'hie Mr, Mukunda Behary Mullick that for 
clause 47 (7) (c). the following he substituted, namely: — 

“(r) if such debt or demand is due in respect of any loan for the 
purchase or construction of any house or building or any 
portion thereof or in respect of the supply of materiiJs for 
such construction, — upon the house or building so purchased 
or con.structed by such member, past member or deceased 
member from any .such loan or material”, 


was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of itr Xalinaksha Sanyal that in ch\^ 47 (7), in 
line 7, after the words “as rent" the words “or any secured debt” be 
inserted, was then put and lost. . 


MA 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: What about the |ugge8tioa 
^bout giving retrospective effect, Sir? 
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Mfi SPEAKERS Government will examine that question later on. 
For the time being, that qujestion does not arise. 

The motions ot Mr. Sureiidra Xath Biswas — 

that ill clause 47 (I), Hue 2, the word and figure ‘‘60 and” be 
omitted ; 

that in clause i[7 {!), line 0, after the word “member” the follow- 
ing words be inserted^ namely, “and registered in the books 
of such society in the juescribed manner”; 

that in clause 47 (/), line 9, the word “first” be omitted; 

that the following explanation be added to clause 47 (2), namely, 

''Explanation . — The word ‘transferee’ in this sub-section 
sliall include the holder of a security under a deed of mortgage or 
hypothecation”; and 

that in clause 47, sub-clause (2), the following new suli-clause lie 
add^d, namely, “(J) Nothing in this section shall apply to 
any debt or demand due to co-operative society in res])eet of 
a loan advanced by the society before the dsite of commence- 
ment of this Act”, 

were then*put and lost. 

The question that clause 47, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then i>ut and agreed to. 


(lati.se Ph). 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 may 
intimate to tlie Jlouse that I am prepared to accept amendment No. 237 
of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 

Tie motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 105, line 4, 
after the word “t'ourt” the words “by the mortgagor or his successor 
in interest” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The (luestioii that clau.se Ido, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 113, 

The Hoii’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the 
question was raised that there was no provision for Land Mortgage 
Banks* to give any notice to the landlord or •tenure-holder of the 
mortgag;p8 that they will take with respect to any such tenure •or hold- 
ing. That is the point which my friend llai Harendra Nath Chaujlhguri 
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raised yesterday who said that there would %ot be any duty .cast on the 
landlord to give a noti<^e to the Land Mortgage Banks of the sale of 
such tenancies. 

Now, Ssir, I may draw the attention of the House to the specific 
provision that has been made for this in clause 113. I hope my friend 
will agree that a mortgage is an encumbrance, and if I place it 
before the House, the position will be made clear by clause 113 where 
we seek to deal with tenures or holdings under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. Clause 113 runs thus: “Notwithstanding anything contained in 
Chapter XIV of the Bengal l^enancy Act, 1885, relating to the sale of 
tenures and holdings in execution of dec^es lor arrears of rent, no such 
sale held under the provisions of that cliapter shall affect the title or 
interest of any co-oj)erative land mortgage bank which has” — I draw 
attention to this, Sir — “in respect of such tenure or holding a registered 
and notified encumbrance within the meaning of clause (6) of section 
IGl of the said Act.^’ The “said Act”, I sul^it, Sir, refers to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Sub-aiection {h) of section 161 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act roads thus: “The term ‘registered and Notified encum- 
brance’, used with reference to a tenure or holding sold or liable to sale 
in execution of a decree for an arrear of rent due in rt'spect thereof, 
means an encumbrance created by a regislered instrument, of which a 
copy has, not loss than three months before the accrual of the arrear, 
been served on the landlord in manner hereinafter provided.’^ 

Therefore, Sir, there is that provision whereby the encumbrance will 
have to give notice and the corresponding liability will be cast on the 
decree-holder. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That makes it clear. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. 

The question that clause 113 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 121. 


Mr, 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Y l)eg to 
move that paragraph (h) of clause 121 (i), be omitted; 

that after clause J21 (2) the following new sulxlaus^be inserted, 
namely; — 


**{2A) Where loss or damage is caused to a society through the 
negligence, wilful default or breach ot trust of any person 
including the Registrar or anybody subordinate to Vm or 
acting on his authority shall be liable to make ggood the 
loss or damages suffered by the Society.” 
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Sir, this IS a very important clause, apd, as such/ deserves the 
serious and patient conside;:atioii Ijr this House. The whole Bill has 
been conceived, if I may say so, in a spirit of mistrust and distrust of 
the non-official co-operators. 

Sir, the whole Bill has been framed on false assumptions. It is 
assumed that non-official co-operators, are devils, a set of dishonest 
and incompetent people, wliereas the officers of the department are angels 
and are the picture of hone.sty and efficiency. Let us look to the facts. 
If we take a bird’s eye-view of the mov«^nent up to date, I am sune, 
you will agree with me if I say that the inefficiency of the department 
presided over hy the inefficieri^ and dishonest Itegistrnr coupled with 
causes, which are not peculiar to this province alone but common to all 
the provinces, have been responsible for this present deplorable state 
of things. This clause aims at punishing ami j>ennlising flume non- 
officials without the active co-operatiou of whom, the co-o[)erative 
movement would not hdre risen to the stattirc it has done. The official 
point of view has been expressed by tH^ Registrar in the ftdlowing 
words. / I read^t from the yellow book we received ns memWrs of the 
Select Committee: “The movement has now worked in this province 
for over dO years and it has passed through many prosperous and lean 
years, which enables us to say, with some deuree of accuincy, wdiat steps 
call devised to remedy the most important of the detects and abuses. 
The main defects aiJloug 6thers are defective organisation in so far as 
the selection of members signing the application for registration as well 
as sulmequeiit enlistment of members are concerned, and so on ; defective 
audieftue neglect of indifference of the niemhers ‘ — mark these words 
— ’ defective audit, not due to the carelessness <»f the auditor but due to 
the neglect or inditfererice of the members — and general indifference of 
the Committee of Management to follow departmental instructions “ 
So far, Sir, a.s defective organisation is concerned, let me remind the 
House of what the MacLegan Committee in their classic report on co- 
operajjon in India said in this regard. They said; “a society has very 
iittle. prospect of success unless it is started on sound lines and the 
Jlegistrar is primarily responsible for seeing to this.” Mark the words ^ 
Sir, “The Registrar is primarily responsible for seeing to this”, and 
that is why I am fastening liability by my amendment on the Registrar. 

The Registrar has very carefully and conveniently omitted to 
mention the general indifference of the departmental officers to follow 
departmenta^K^structions and circulars. If I ma^ be permitted to say, 
most of the defalcations that have blackened the history of the move- 
ment hi this province have been more due to careless audit and to the 
want of observance of the ver>^ healthy circulars issued by the depart- 
*ment, the Divisional Auditors, Inspectors and Auditors themselves 
than to any other cause. Sir, there are abundant and overw!ft!lming 
proofs to show that the defalcations would not have taken place at all 
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or would liav» come to long ago if the various officers of the Co- 
operative Department had dischargdftj their respective functions properly 
and with reasonable care — let 'me .mdre specific — if the instruction 
regarding verrficfiti^ slips haci been faithfully followed and facsimile 
signatures had notr4)een resorted to, the Hooghly Central Co-operative 
Hank Defalcation Case would have been detected loi^g ago. I know of 
at least an instance in which the Secretary of a Ba'raset Co-operative 
Bank issued verification slips over his own signature and the auditor 
either slept over or connived at it. I do not think the Hon’ble Minister 
ii> charge will be able to contradict me when I say tliis. That is the 
position of the movement now\ The whole state of affairs has been 
brought about by an inefficient set of -people w ho are managing the 
department and they have all bt*en allow'ed to go scot-free, while the 
non-official w'orkers, wdiose sincere efforts and whose indomitable energy 
have brought the movement to its present stature, are going to be 
punished and that in the face of universal opposition to it. The late 
Registrar, llai Bahadur S. tv. Ganguly, in hi# very valuable opinion, 
has said like this: *‘It is ^further suggestecl, that with a view to 
pr(‘venting tlie likely non-official co-operative w orkers being , scared 
away — a contingency wdiich wull be most unfortunate and should be 
guarded against at all costs — sub-clause (h) had better be omitted.'’ 
I find myself here also in company wdth Mr. ^Wordsw’orth and 1 am 
also supported in this view of mine by th| opimon of tlie Bengal 
Co-operative Organisation Society, now' ctiristened, ^Bengal Co-opera- 
tive Alliance. They say: ^.‘this should be re-drafted and imulified in 
such a way that it may not in the long run scare aw'ay wdllii^ and 
influential non-official workers.” 

Sir, I liuvc, I think, put my point of vieAv as clearly as I could 
before the House. I am sure, many of my fellow members are 
connected — intimately connected — with many of the important 
co-operative societies studded throughout the province, and I am sure 
they will see tlie injustice — the gross injustice, the outrageous injustice, 
it I may say so — of this clause as it now stands. If you to 

j)rotect the non-official wmrkers, if y^ want to see tha^ they take as 
active and as enthusiastic a part as they have been doing so long yoti 
should not scare them aw'ay; on the contrary, you should make possible 
for kbeni to come in the movement so that the movement may it‘ach its 
desired goal, 

With these few’ w^^rds, Sir, I commend my motion tc)^e acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. NAI.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move— 

t. t ♦ 

that in clause r21(/), line 5, after the word “Registrar” thfe words 
“or the Provincial Government” be inserted; « 
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that in clause 121(i), line .6,.^after thf word “management" tlie 
words “or supervision^Jphe inserted; 

that in paragraph (a) of clause*l2l(i), injme^l, af^T the word 
“made” the words “or knowin|Jy sanctioned” he 
inserted ; 

that in clause 121(7), in line 19, after the word “Registrar” tlie 
wojds “or the Provincial Government” be inserted; and 

that in clause 121(2), after the word “Regislrar”, wherever it 
occurs, the words “or the Provineail (loveniiiient” be 
inserted. 

Sir, it will be noticed that in these series of amendments which I 
nave moved, my sole objective has been practically similar to what has 
been explained by my esteemed friend Mr. Sutyapriya Ranerji just 
now. He and I both i^reed on one amendment which he has just now 
moved, namely amendment No. 13& about tlie deletion para- 
graph (h) of clause 121(7). I should not labour that jHiint any further. 

It has been my impression that throughout this Bill an attempt has 
been made to paint non-othcdal workers black and to take the credit for 
whatever good is still left in the co-operative movement for the officers 
of the C( 4 -oj>erutive department and particularly for the Registrar. 
Mr. Banerji h|^ iiread;f Explained to the House v^dth ecKample.s and 
forceful arguments that it is far from facts— fact.s that have been 
revealed to the House also on many ocriwicms — that the non-ofhcial 
"gentfemen* ar^^he guilty parties and official supervisors and official 
managers also are all doing their duties innocently and faithfully. 
(Maulvi Abu Hossmn Sarkkh : What is the meaning of “innocent- 
ly”?) You knpw it very well. I had joined issue with the Hon’ble 
Minister in this conueation on many occasions. J will not use those 
arguments just now to-day^l am not in a moml to — nor shall T give 
a catglqgue of tha abuses to which the attention of the House has been 
^rawn Iwm time to time — the abuses which could have been avoided 
af the offirerA of the department were, if not actively involved in thesa 
^uses, sufficiently careful to check the tendencies in right time. 

I kayc suggested in my amendments that wherever the word 
“Registrar” occurs Jhere shr»uld also he another power to the ]*rovinciah 
Government given so that in case the Provinc^ial Government, as a 
result of c^t%in audit report, find that the Registrar himself has been 
at fault the Provincial Government may take action against the 
^^istrar also. The section as it is now drafted keeps the 
Registrar entirely free from any charge or any liability, although, Sir, 
we h»Je found that in this Bill proposals have been made to invest the 
Regietw with dictatorial powers, and it is not improbable that on many 
occasions he will e|^i8e such poweip as might lead to practically f ^ 
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direct management of societies under his own direction. I therefore 
suggest that, in case, ^s a result o^f|^n audit under section 72, it is 
revealed that spmt loss has been ^tailed on a society owing to want of 
supeivision or want^ proper management on behalf of the Registrar 
and liis department, the Provincial Government should have the power 
t(» bring to book the Registrar or his men also. There should be no 
objiction to giving the Provincial Government this power. I am not 
suggesting anything which might be derogatory to the prestige of the 
Registrar either, because it is only on rare occasions that such an 
authority given to the Government may be exercised. Surely, there 
can be no harm in arming the Government with the power to intervene 
on such occasions where Government will notice that some corruption 
has been negligently allowed to remain or has been directly encouraged 
by the action of the Registrar or his men. 1 have suggested that when 
in the winding up of a society or as a result of an audit under section 
72 it appears to the Registrar or the Provincial Government that any 
person who has taken part in the organisation or management or super- 
vision of the society or any past or present officer, has at any time 
within a period of 4 years prior to the date of such audit, inspection, 
enquiry or report, as the case may be, had or knowingly sanctioned 
— that is my suggestion — any payment which is contrary to law or to 
the rules or by-laws the sanctioning authority should be pqnished. I 
find that tine Hon’ble Minister him.self has suggesteil an amendment 
wherein he brings the question of sanction also and I am glad that he 
has at least realised the necessity of including the sanctioning author- 
ities a.s well in the matter of charges and surcharges. I submit that 
having realised that necessity it is only fair that an opportunity should 
be left to the Provincial Government to take necessary action, where 
action may be called for, in cases where it may be desirable to call to 
book the Registrar also. I found also certain amendments — I should 
not perhaps anticipate at this stage — proposed by the Hon’ble Minister 
which we shall unfortunately have to oppose. I shall take thos^up if 
they are moved. I do not know if they are going to be moved. The 
Hon’ble Minister propo.ses to circumscribe still further the network of 
ebargevS and surcharges contemplated in this section and I will only 
(Hunmend my amendments at this stage and if the Hon’ble Minister 
moves all his amendments we shall have to oppose some at any rate 
at a later stage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to 

move — 

thoit in clause 121 (/), in lines 5 and 6, the words “any persdn who 
has taken part in the organisation or management of the 
•ooiety or*’ be omitted; 
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that in paragraph (b) of clause 121 (7), in lines 1-2, the word 
‘‘made” the words “or authorized’* be inserted, and for the 
word “law” the words “the provisions of this Act” be 
substituted ; 

^ that in paragraph (b) of clause 121 (7), in lines 1-2, for the words 
“prescribed matters” the words “respect of any prescribed 
matter” be substituted; 

that in clause 121 (7), in line 19, the words “person or” be 
omitted ; 

that in clause 121 (2), in line 1, the woids “person or” be omitted; 

that in clause 121 (2), in line Jl, for the w’ords “contrary to law” 
the words “made contrary to the provisions of this Act” be 
substituted, and for the words “reasonable time” the words 
“after affording such officer an opj)ortunity” be sulwtittjied ; 

that in clause 121 (2), in line 7, the words “person or” l)e omitted; 
and 

that in clause 121 (J), in line 2, the words “person or” be omitted 
and in line 8, after the w'ord “this” the word “Act” be 
inserted. 

Dr. aURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: I stand to support the 
amendment moved by my esteemed friend Mr. Satyapriya Hanerjee. 
It has often been said from this side that strangulation, supf>reHsion and 
if possible killing the non-official workers and non-official organisations 
and strengthening in every possible way the official blwk have been the 
policy of this Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think by amendment No. 15(> the llon’ble 
Minister deletes the word “non-official.” 

D|^ 8URESH CHANDRA BANER4EE: In this section it is said 
that 


Mr. SPEAKER: If moved it will mean any person past or present; 
non-officials have been excluded. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : I am afraid ygu are labouring under 
one mistak^ %The officer will he an officer of the society and they will 
be non-officials all the same. As a matter of fact the Hon’ble Minister 
scented the danger that the section if it is left like that may include 
an officer of the department. A i>erson wffio has taken part in the 
management might obviously mean one who ma>^ be officially appointed 
by the Registrar for management. Therefore he has tried to delete all 
these. Officer of the bank is kept all right. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You mean an officer of the Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. No, Sir, an officer as defined in the 
Act. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; 1 was sajing that it has 
been suggested from this side of the House that strangulation of the 
non-official group, organisations and workers has been the standing 
])oJi( y of Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘Officer ’ includes also other persons empowered 
under the rules or by-laws to give directions in regard to the business 
of a co-operaiive society. That means anybody who gives direction. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Our contention is that 
anyone found guilty whether he be a man of the co-operative society or 
a man of the Government should be equally punished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is so at present. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: I rom the wordings of the 
clause it is not clear to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please read the definition of the word “Officer”. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: If that be the interpreta- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister and the Hon’ble Minister says so in so 
many words, then there is no objection. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The definition runs thus: “any other person 
einpow'ortxl under the rules or by-laws to give directions in regard to 
the bu.siness of the co-oj)erative society.” It includes any body^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It does not include an officer under 
the Act. Pules and by-laws are something different. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; The wordings of this sec- 
tion should be like thil> : any one found guilty whether he ^)d{ong8 to the 
society or to the administrative department should be similarly punished. 
That should have been definitely mentioned. That has not Wn dis- 
‘tinctly mentioned. 

RarHARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Wlio are appc^nted by 
the rules and who are appointed under bye-laws.^ 



1940.1 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


469 


Mr. SPEAKER; I am not aware whether Gorernment intends it 
or not, but it must be so. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Our aineiulments aim at 
including: all Governimmt of?i(‘ors, hut hero the referonro is to oHirors 
ap[iointe(l under rules and hve-laws. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Knip^wt n I under the rules 
to ^ivp directions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Uules mean the rules (hen in ion't' made under 
this Aft. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: So that it may he hy the Act 
itself. The officers for example umler clause ‘J(» are the audit otiicers. 
They are not officers und<*r the rules. They will l)e officers under the 
Act. 


Mr. SPEAKER: oifi cers who ^ive directions umlei (he rules. 

Dr. NALtNAKSHA SANYAL: No; those apinduted under the 
rules. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The Registrar is not included 
as an officer under the rules. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Any i>erson eiuiMjwered under the 
rule.«» or bye-laws to give directions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That mu.st W the (joveriunent. 

Dr. NALtNAKSHA SANYAL: The rules mu> not emjKjwer. 

m 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rules mu.st empower; otherwise he does not 
come in. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: He comes under the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER; After all there mu.st he ^mie point of contact 
between the society and the Governinent officers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is thc^ Registrar. 

Mr, IPEAKER: That contact must be under the rulea. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The officer will be appointed by virtue of the 
Act. I agree that the Registrar does not come in. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What about the Inspectors? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: £veryl>ody except the Registrar. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; I beg to differ. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; As there is a difference 
of o])ii)ioii as regards the interpretation of this clause and as we are 
not saiisfied, so, until and unless the Hon’ble Minister makes a clear 
statement and accordingly changes the wordings of the clause in that 
way, we are bound to stick to our own interpretation. 

Sir, I w’as Hi>eaking of how the non-official block is being strangu- 
lated by the (jovernment every day. You have all noticed that in all 
departments of life — in the Education Department, in the Municipal 
Department 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, Dr. Banerjee, these things do not 
come in under this amendment. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right, Sir, We 
know tliat the previous Imi^erialist and Bureaucratic Government was 
accustomed to work in this way. MTe also know that the Fascist 
Uoveiiiments in Europe are also following the same way. But w’e 
never tliought that a so-called iwpular Government would be also 
following the same old track. Sir, the other day when I referred to 
the Bhogpur Samubaya Bank I meiiat this, but unfortunately the 
Hon’ble Minister could not follow exactly what I said. In that c^se I 
said that (mm the case it api)ears that lx)th the auditor as well as the 
Secietarv were involved and when the Secretary was made an accused 
on his behalf it was repeatedly suggested, appealed to, that the auditor 
also should be brought either as a witness or as an accused but the 
auditor W'as not produced either as a witness or as an accused. Had 
the auditor been produced along with the Secretary, we are sure the 
auditor also would hate l)een punished. That is a clear,, #xample of 
discrimination and that spirit of discrimination dominates this clause. 
It was owing to this spirit of discrimination that in that particular 
case only the Secretary who organised and managed the village society 
was punished but tbe \uditor, who audited the bank for three \pnfie* 
cutive ylurs namely, 1^34, 1935, 1936 and certified the records^ papers 
and ^iccounts to be correct, was not punished. Nothing was done to 
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lum.* That is our main charge. We apprehend that if this olause is 
retained in its present form then similar things will continue to happen 
and we fear that that is the intention of the HonMde Minister too. 
We strongly object to this system of discrimination because then no 
democracy or self-government will grow in the country. No self- 
government will dijvelop and only a Fu8<‘i8t Government will l)e possible. 
Hence is our strong objection to this clause an<] as you, Mr. Si)eaker, 
have remarked, if the Hon’ble Minister means as we have meant it, 
then of course we have no objection. Jf the Hou’blc Minister does not 
m^^an like that, of course our objection stands and our objection is 
very serious and emphatic. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I rise to supi>ort the 
amendment moved by my esteemed friend, Mr. Satya Priya Buuerjee, 
Sir. I am definitely of opinion that elau.se 121 has excluded the 
departmental officers. There has been .some discussion in this House 
already thaf the d(‘finitiori of “officer” is sufficient to include the 
Kegistiar, Assistant Kegistrar, and Auditor. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, No. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I submit, Sir, it (annot include 
the llegistrar, Assistant Itegistrar or Auditor. In spite of the bye-laws 
and lules the Registrar has p<»wer to sui>ervise the societies’ actions. 
If there were no hye-laws and rules, the Registrar would have done his 
fuuetion.s and duties — I mean to say that “Registrar” has been defined 
sepaiately in the definition clause. There will certainly be some provi- 
sioi in the bye-laws and rules to apiK)int some of the non-official 
members, I mean (*o-ojM*ratoi> to give directions in regard to the busi- 
ness of ro-oj>erative societies. This sentence in the definition of 
“officer” is meant b)r other persons — persons othci than the Re^gistrar, 
Assistant Rcgistrai, and others. Then again, Sii, the word audit officer 
is also defined in the definition clause. Nobody will deny that for the 
acts and omissions ot these departmental officers there may be loss or 
damage caused to the department. If Ibis priin iple is admitted that any 
non-official causing any such loss or damage to the society in addition 
to being criminally liable slrould also make good the l(»ss I do not see 
any reason to exempt the dejairt mental officers from this civil liability 
whicli has been contemplated in clause 121. Of course, every one of us 
is aware tia,t some unjust discrimination has l)(|en made l)etween the 
actions and Jlnissions of the non-official co-operators and the depart- 
mental officers. Sir, T take a different view. Even if it is true that 
without the help of non-official co-operators the societies cannot go on, 
fitill, if by their acts and omissions they cause ^ss “or damage to the 
aocietj^ certainly they should make good the lo.sg. So if they vjill have 
to makegood the loss, then why should not the officers, the Regisriar 
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or the Auditor also do so, by whose acts and omissions in supervision 
losH or damage may be caused to the society ? So this amendment is 
a very important one and to make the clause complete, to prove the 
liojui fides of the Minister, that the Minister in charge does not propose 
lo c.\erapt the Eegistrar or Auditor if they by their acts and omis- 
sions cause loss or damage to the soicety, he should accept this amend- 
ment. With these few w^ords. Sir, I support the amendment and ask 
the members to very seriously consider this fact and by accepting the 
amendment really complete the intention of the Government in bring- 
ing to book those offenders without making any discrimination what- 
soever between official offenders and non-official offenders. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANEBdEE: Sir, 1 rise to support the motion of 

liicnd Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee and what is more important to 
oppose the principle underlying this clause of the Hon’ble Minister. 
Tliei(' was a time when “spare the rod and spoil the child" was a very 
good ))rinciple followed by teachers, but those are days gone by. In 
Itussi.a if a tt'acher or panuit is ioiind to use the lod, ho has to go to 
])i‘isoM IJc is jaosecuted. But Ikmc', it seems, the exphaled theory 
oi “spare the rod and spoil the child” is being apjdied by the Minister. 
(A vok'j:: “Hoiride Minister”.) Yes, by the Hon’ble Minister, 
though this is not an honourable Act, and he wants to empower the 
Registrar with all these powers and by means of the rod io^tea6b co- 
ojieration to the nori-offieials in this province. The most un-coopertive 
principle that can ever be thought of is being enunciated here, and 
advocated here. They will not do what is expected of them, because 
they have no faith in the movement. If they had faith in the move- 
ment, they would have gone about teaching co-operation and making 
the applicants or the meml>ers of the co-operative societies really 
understand the movement, so that the need for the rod or the need for 
the punishment will not be there. But the whole approach is wrong. 
From the wrong angle they are apjiroaching and therefore any amount 
of amendments cannot improve the thing, Wauae it is conceiv^ in 
a very wrong way; and therefore any amount of amendments cannot 
make it presentable before this ITouse. This is what I feel about this 
portion of the Bill. 

Then almut the clauses. If there was only the clause (d) “mis- 
appropriuted or fraudulently retained any property of the society" we 
could understand that. But when you say “failed to bring into account 
anv sum which ought 4o have been brought into account^’ ^hat is too 
vag^ie. For instance, there may be a creditor and the Registrar might 
say “he has some assets somewhere and the members and directors 
must have got anyhow, they should have got that amount anyhow to 
account". Well, it is .capable of various interpretations, and te give 
any individual so much power is neither good for the movement nor 
good for the individual to whom such power is given. 
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M#. SPEAKER: If there is a member who has got an ovenhie 
amount, the overdue amount must he brought into account. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: For every oveidue amount a man 
may l>e punished by the Itegistrar, and the Minister brings a itill 
befose us to say “ditto” to it. Naturally, we cannot sav “ditto” to 
it. Clause (h) is of a similar nature “by reason of ouljiablo negli- 
gence”. 


«ti'k 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. Sir. It 
refers only to failure to collect the amount. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Suppose 1 am the Secretary of a sf)ciety. I can- 
not collect the money unless the man jvivs. If tin' man does not pay 
will I he penalised? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: He must be made to ])a>, and if you 
do not cidlect, you are punished loi it or you have to pay it ti<im your 
pocket. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. Sir, I 
am sorry. •It means failure to make a note of the money paid, i.e., the 
money realised. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is to say, failure to enter into aeeouiit (he 
amount realised. Then that is all right. But it might mean sf)]ne- 
thing else. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: The meaning of the words is (|uite 
different. If that is what the Hoiride Mini.stei’ wants to convey, it 
is redundant. There is no need to have two clauses having tlie same 
meaning. The clear meaning is if there is anything overdue 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what I thought al.Hr>. Th(?y say, suppose 
the man collects the amount and does not enter into the account then 
and then only he will be penalised. Ilis responsibility is immediately 

to enter into the accounts, 

• 

IHiIp SIBNATH BANERJEE: If there is a honri fide mistake, why 
should the man be punished ? 

# • 

Mrr SPEAKER; No, but it will lie his responsibility as soon as h© 
C5ollects ttie money to enter it into the accounts. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYALs (c) is a cml liabiHty and (d) 
is a criminal liability. 

Mr, 8PEAKER, Yes, if a man collects the amount he should at 
once enter it in the accounts. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE; If instead of entering an amount 
against A it is entered against B, it is simply a mistake in accounting. 
Why should he be penalised for that? ^ 

Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: It may not amount to 
misappropriation or fraud, yet it is very wrong. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I think 
that it would meet the wishes of my friends opposite if the clause were 
to read “failed to enter into account any sum that ought to have been 
entered into account”. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Thanks for the small mercy ! 

Then, as regards the sub-clause where it is said “by reason of his 
culpable negligence in prescribed matters involved the society in any 
loss or deficiency”, it is very vague. Now, the Bill itself is long 
enough and the rules I do not know how long they are going to be 
because on every occasion when my friends Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee 
and Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal moved their amendments, assurances were 
given that provisions would be made under the rules. I think that 
the rules will be at least three times the volume of this Bill. There- 
fore for a member of any village society to read the Act when it is 
enacted and the rules and to understand the sequence and properly 
follow them up is beyond his capacity. In such circumstances to say 
“in prescribed matters” is very vague and I am very apprehensive 

Mr. SPEAKER: Better get the prescription. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes, a very strong prescription. 8o, 
I think that the Hon’ble Minister may be induced to change the word- 
ing of this sub-clause. Instead of culpable, it may be palpable; that 
also is very vague, but it can be swallowed. So far as the expression 
“in prescribed matters” is concerned, if prescriptions come every six 
months from the Registrar and the Hon’ble Minister one^ols not know 
where they will end and how many prescriptions have come and wiU be 
coming. Therefore, to say “in prescribed matters” is very dangerous. 
I need not dilate on this point because my friends have already done so. 

As regards the amendment moved by my friend, Mr. Satyapriya 
Banerjee regarding liability, what is sought is “let us meet^at par”. 
If the non-official co-operators make a mistake, they will be punished, 
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but it tbe inspectors, auditors, and the Registrar mal .nistake 

they also ought to be penalieed and punished and I think more so 
because they are likely to know what the clauses of the Act are and 
what the prescriptions are. Therefore, if there is any mistake on their 
part, the punishment for them should be more stringent or at least 
they should be on a par with non-officials. Here what is sought is that 
the Registrar and other officials are absolutely exempted not only under 
this section, but also under other sections by which most of the sections 
of the Penal Code are made null and void as far ns they are concerned. 
Ordinarily it is very difficult to bring any Government servant before 
a court of law and get justice. Itut that also is being taken away by 
other sections, and this is also an attempt t<» take away tlie ordinary 
right that one has before a law court. Wc know that when the opposite 
side is poor and illiterate, he has very little chance of getting justiee 
and esj>ecially wiuui it is against a Government servant there is practi* 
cally no chance. Still whatever little consolation a peasant has, that 
is also being taken away by the Hon’ble Minister. 1 hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will nut press it too much; otherwise the whole matter might 
burst. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may 1 speak a few words in 
support of the amendment of my honourable friend Mr. Hancrjee)^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will he very brief. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Yes, Sir 

The Hon’ble Minister seems to think that like the king the depart- 
ment can do no wrong. Indeed this habit of thinking characterises the 
Bill through and through, and tliis habit of thinking permeate.s the 
different clauses of the Bill under consideration in a ver\ marked 
degree. AVe wonder if the Hou’hle Minister really thinks that depart- 
mental officers, auditors, etc., cun play no part in bringing co-operative 
societies to grief. I must say that this assumption fits in ill with the 
Hon’14p Minister’s endeavour to invest the Registrar with extraordi- 
nary powers including the power to change auilitors’ reports. If there 
is any idea underlying that extraordinary proposition it is that auditors 
can bring societies to grief by submitting deliberately false and mis- 
leading reports. People connected with joint stock business and co- 
operative business know that it so happens at times. Now', Sir, if it be 
found that any auditor by submitting a wrong report has been instru- 
mental in bfii^ing a society to grief why 8houl(Phe be excluded from 
the operation of these penal clauses? No sensible man can support 
that |iit>sition. 

With these few words, Sir, I accord my wholehearted support to the 
amendment placed before the House by mf honourable ^ fric^nd 
Mr. Satyipriya Bauer jee. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise to oppose the amendments 
of the Hon’ble Minister, namely, amendments Nos. 156, 160, 161, 166 
and 167. But before ! do so, I would also draw your attention, Sir. to 
the proposed alteration in sub-clause (c) which has just been informally 
talked about sub.stituting “enter into account” in place of “bring into 
account”. I do not really find much improvement from the point of 
view of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee in the substitution of the word “enter” 
for “bring”, because with regard to the use of the word “enter” it is 
suggested that there is a book of account and in the process of entry 
into tliat an oft'ence is committed wdiich may be brought to book. <But, 
Sir, Mr. Banerjee argued that mere lapses of a ho?i/i fide character 
should not be penalised but where there is an intention of some kind of 
fraud, that alone should be brought to book under this clause. The 
w'ords “enter into account” and “bring into account” have two 
different implications. When one fails to bring into account some- 
thing, he fails to account for the thing, and when one fails to account 
for, the intention is there. But failure to enter into a particular book 
may be a mere technical omission due to a simjde oversight, I there- 
fore submit, Sir, that probably it wnll be much better to leave the 
clause as it is rather than make any change. “Bring into ac(M)unt” is 
a more comprehensive phrase, and it is also .specific with regard to the 
intention of a character which alone should be punishable. Anyway, 
that is for you. Sir, to find out as you have been pleased to suggest the 
alteration with the words “enter into account”. I will not press if you 
think still that it would be an improvement. 

Now, Sir, I oppose the amendments moved by the Hon’ble 
Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER. Where there is not only the intention of wrongly 
entering but some intention to defraud, then that may be taken as 
culi)able negligence. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In any case, Sir, there* is no 
improvement, 

Mr. SPEAKER. After all English is not our own language, and the 
words “bring into account” may be interpreted in different ways. At 
least Mr. Banerjee w’ho has travelled all over Europe told me that if 
the w’ords did not coyvey that meaning, he should have mlised it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. As I was saying. Sir, I oppose the 
amendments sought to be moved by the Hon'ble Minister on very simple 
grounds. I have already stated that it should not be possible for any 
person to be left free to interfere with the management and give direc- 
tions and to get certain action done through supervision or otfier powers 
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that such a person may possess and yet to remain scot-free when there 
is a consequential loss. I would like the Hon’ble Minister in his reply 
to explain properly why it is that he 8oug“ht to delete tlie words “anv 
person wherever these have been mentioned and why he wants to j^cel 
thisjpenalty confined only to the officers of the societies. My fear is 
that through these deletions the lion ble Mini.^ter prtjposes to keep out 
of account the officers of the <]('partnient who nia\ neither bo appointed 
by the rules nor empowered by the rules or by-law.s to take certain 
action as also such otlier officers who are empowered by virtm* of the 
Act itself. Ihere are three specific officers mentioned in th<‘ Act or 
rather four. The Henistrar is one such officer; the Audit ollicer is 
another; the others are the officers under sections ^‘lA ami 2(1 an<l also 
the trustees. These officers, T submit. Sir, would remain free to 
interfere wuth the working and even the managemetil f)f the soci«‘lieH 
concerned, as under .sections 2dA and 2t; the officers are to mnnage the 
afPairs of the .society. Such officers w'ould not even be cbarg(‘able for 
any negligent act and for any wilful mistake relating to loss to tlie 
society. If it is the intention of (he Hon’ble Minister to imlciiiiiif.\ tlie 
whole set of people from the Registrar down to the Ins])ector or, as my 
friend prompts, down to tlie rJuipnisi of the C’o-operative Dcjiartment, 
that is entirely a different matter. Let liim then openly and straight- 
forwardly jjtate that he does not want any of his men to lie (iiiielied even 
for the worst of crimes. 

Sir, this section relatc.s to charges and surcharges od1> on some 
specific occasions, namely, when as a result of audit or as a result of 
insper tion certain things are ixwealed ; and I cannot understanil why, 
if as a result of audit, if as a result of inspection it is found that certain 
officers of the department are guilty, they should be left free from the 
liabilities provided for in tbe section. I, therefore, humbly submit that 
the Hon’ble Minister would be well advised not to press these amend- 
ments because these amendments would leave tree a very large circle 
of jK‘(i|ile, who at the jiresmit moment have been known to be interfer- 
ing with the administration and management of the societies, to such 
an extent as might lead to unfi*rl unale results, 1 .submit that the 
Hon’ble Minister w'ould be w'eil advised to withdraw his amendments. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
extremely ^rry that there has been considerab^ misapprehension in 
appreciating tike underlying principle of this particular clause. My 
honourable friend Dr. Sanyal, before he sat down, certainly gave a hint 
that this related to charging and .^-urcharging of those people connected 
with t^e administration of a .society, as a result of whose activities the 
socieLf iias suffered some financial loss. Now, while my friendg talked 
of the nan-officials as distinct from officers they were labouring under 
this misapprehension that both these classes of people wi^re called,* 
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upon to discharge the same sort of responsibilities. That is not the 
position. For, while those who are in active charge of the manage- 
ment of the society will be called upon to deal with its affairs including 
its financial position as also the handling of the accounts, etc., the 
officers of the department will have nothing to do wkh them. « The 
duties of the officers of the department are mainly supervision, inspec- 
tion, audit and taking action when a society goes into liquidation. If 
for the matter of that 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: And management in 
some cases. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, that is 
so. Am lia.s been pointed out by Dr. Sanyal, when the servic'es of a 
servant of tlie Crown are requisitioned under clause 23A or when the 
Registrar appoints somebody under clause 2G, if any such officer is 
found guilty he has got to say good-bye to his office. (Dr. Nalinvksha 
Sanyvl: How?) And the department has in the past taken a(;tion in 
many such cases. Therefore, I submit. Sir, that when my honourable 
friends said that these two classes of people would be called upon to 
render the same kind of services, they were labouring under some 
misapprehension. • 

Sir, as regards the bringing in of the Provincial Government, as has 
been suggested by my friend, Dr, Sanyal, within the purview of this 
clause, I submit that he is absolutely wrong. For, when action has to 
be taken under this clause 121, it has to be done as a result of audit 
or in8j)ection under section 72, 77, 78 or"^79; and these are the sections 
which authorise the Registrar to look into the audit and take action 
thereupon. The Provincial Government have got nothing to do with 
it. Therefore, I submit that when it is said that the Provincial Govern- 
ment should have the same say in the matter, it is absolutely besides 
the point. Sir, I respectfully submit that to give guarantee ^o the 
House, clause 129 is there which says that if the Registrar does any- 
thing wrong, the Provincial Government has the power of reviewing 
his activities or revising anything that the Registrar may have done. 
Therefore, there is not the least chance of misapplication of the powers 
that the Registrar may have under clause 121. 

With regard to Satyapriya Banerjee's amendmenti^o. 139, I 
have indicated just a moment ago that it is not the Iffisiness of the 
departmental officers to handle the finances or to write out the accounts 
or to keep the account of any money that has been realised. Therefore, 
it is clear that he is labpuring under a misapprehension w hen he suggests 
that a provision of that nature should be inserted — ^perhaps it is Hue to 
that nervousness or suspicion which has moved him practically^through- 
' out the w’bole discussion of this Bill. 
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Now> Sir, 90 far as my own amendments are oonoenied, l)efore 1 
take tkem up, 1 might also indicate that any action taken, any penalty 
imposed under this clause, is liable to be challenged in appeal, not 
betoe Government, but before the Disrtict Judge under clause 128 read 
with the Fourth Schedule, item No. 7. If there is any question of 
penedty imposed by the Registrar under this clause, there is the right 
of appeal to the District Judge. Therefore, there is not the least 
apprehension or the slightest chance of these powers lM‘ing abused. 

regards my own amendments, I am extremely sorry to find 
Dr. Sanyal labouring under a misapprehension. My amendment 
No. 156 seeks to delete the words “any person who lias taken part in the 
organization or management of the society’ The meaning is perfect- 
ly clear, namely, that it is mainly the business of non-official gentlemen 
to take part in the organization or management and if they an* to be 
penalized, the result will he that we will he frightening awa.\ u large 
number of people who will think that if they eommit any mistake, they 
will be subjected to j>enalty. Now, if 1 may disclose it to the House, 
I may point out that it is as a result of the suggestion made by several 
Central Banks and the Provincial Bank that we have decided to delete 
this expression from this clause. 

Rai HMENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Thia is a mere eyewoshi 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are you aceepting deletion of 
paragraph {b}Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: No. 

With regard to my amendment No. 157, I may say that so far as 
payment is concerned, as my friend Dr. Sanyal has also indicated, it 
is the making of payments or tlie authorization of payments whioh 
ought^o be made penal. That is why I have moved thin amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am still expecting a reply 
from the Hon’ble Mini.ster regarding the point raised by you, namely, 
the punishment that is proposed to l>e made if the Registrar goes wrong. 

« a 

Mr. 8PEiMC£R: He has already met your point by making 

autho^rization of payment also penal. 


Dfi* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, aectioi 129, to which atten- 
tion has been drawn, does not provide for any punishment whatsoever 
for the Registrar under any circumstances. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, so fa 
as clause 121 is concerned, it is the action which is sought to be takei 
on the happening of certain things made mention of in sub-clause 
(«), {d) and (c). Therefore, the question of the Eegistra 

taking any part is absolutely misconceived. I submit there is m 
substaijie in the amendments moved and I oppose all of them. I‘*com 
mend niy amendments to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think amendments (Nos. I*3i2-139) are all ai 
identical nature and I can put them together. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Amendments Nos. 135 and 13( 
relate to separate things. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, same thing. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Nos. 135 and 13C relate to oniissior 
-of sub-clause (h) specifically. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it your intention to call one division or twc 
-divisions Y 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: At least there will be one or 
Nos. 135 and 13(). 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I read them amendments Nos. 132 to 139 deal 
with almost the same thing and it is on that basis that the amendments 
have been moved also. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I submit that of the amend- 
ments Nos. 132 to 139 I have moved Nos. 132, 133, 134, 137 and 138. 
These relate to similar things whereas amendment Nos. 135 and 13C 
relate to entirely different items. In the case of 132 and 133 ;^u will 
be pleased to note that my intention there is to include the Provincial 
Government thereby empowering them to take action against the 
Eegistrnr. On the contrary 185 and 136 propose to delete (b) so that 
under certain circumstances non-officials may not be penalised and may 
not he frightened away. 

Mr« SPEAKER: I just wanted to avoid two divisionir. 

The motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal — 

that in clause 121(7), line 5, after the word ‘‘Registrar** the words 
“or the Provincial Government” be inserted; 

that in clause 121(7), line 6, after the word “management” the 
words “or supervision** be inserted; 
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tb'at in paragraph (a) of clause 121(7), in line 1, after the word 
“made’’ the words “or knowingly sanctioned” be iiwerted; 

that in clause 121(7), in line 19, after the word “Registrar” the 
words “(u* the Provincial Government” be inserted; 

that in clause 121 (-2), after the word “Registrar” wherever it 
* occurs, the words “or the Provincial Government” be 
inserted ; 

weii^then put and lost. 


Mr.' SPEAKER: Why m)t liave one division on amendments 
Nos. 135, 130 and 139. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir, we want two divisions. 

The motion of Mr. Sat\apn\u llanerjee that after clause 121 (-2) the 
following new sub-clau.se be in.H4*rted, namely : — 

“(2.4 ) Where Io.ms or damage is caused to a society through the 
negligence, wilful default or breach of trust i)f any person 
including the Regi.strar or anybody subordinate to him or 
hcting on his authority .shall be liable to make good the loss 
or damages suffered by the .society.” 

was then put and a division taken. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 might .say that immediately after the division 
is clo.sed I will adjourn the Hou.se for 15 minutes for prayer so that I 
shall announce the result of the division after the members have come 
back after adjournment. 

(Arthis stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 


ASM WaM. Mavlvi. 

AM fan, Mr. 

AiNaaMla ASaMiC 
■aair|i,Hr.e. * 
•aaarjaa, Mr. e raw aMi a MaM. 
AaaarH, kr. Mya Mya* 
■awrj at, Mr. tMaatli. 
iaMilaa, Dr. laraali DMMaa. 
iMM, D||a erawMri. 
•mma. laN ifeyAMa franS. 
DaraNMi. iM UPy^a Dalk. 


AYEt-H. 

■aaa, Mr. Saatatk Kaaiar. 
DkawaHk, Dr. ftaMaSa Dliaasra. 
Dtnraa, Mr. lartiMra Matt. 
Ofcattayatfliyay, Mr. HarlyaSt* 
DteaSkari, Dal Naraatfra NaM. 


Dalla, Mr. DMrttira Mm, 
Dafaf, Mr. M a rwA r a RaOi. 
D«tta.Mr. MuiMr. 
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ImM«I Ktti. 

amfaljr, Mr. fnM Oluwitfra. 

SIMM, Mr. Abl KritliMa. 

SImmMMi AkMN, Mr. 

•■frta, Mr. 4tgMli Oiianira. 

Qapta, Mr.J.M. 

Huaa All Chawtfkary, Mr. tyt. 

4aaak All MajaaMlar, Maalvi. 

Kaiiia, Mr. NitkHka Natk. 

MaHI, Mr. Nlkaaja lakari. 

MaHra, Mr. Sarantfra Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. A^waito Kumar. 

Majumtfar, Mri. Htmaprova. 

Mai. Mr. iiwar CkaNra. 

Manual, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maalruuamaa lilamaka^i, Maulana Md. 

Ma^kttl Hotain, Mr. 

NOE8 

Akdul Atli, Maulana Md. 

Akdul Haki, Mr. MIria. 

Akdul Haki, Mr. Mia. 

Akdul Hakim VIkrampuri. Maulvl Md. 

Akdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akdul Jakkar, Maulvl. 

Akdul Kadar. Mr. (allaa Lai Maak). 

Akdul Karim, Mr. 

Akdul Majid, Mr. tyad. 

Akdul Wakak Kkan Mr. 

Akdur Rakman, Kkan lahadur A. f, M. 

Akdur Raikaad, Mauivi Md. 

Akdur Rauf, Khan Sahik Maulvl 8. 

Akduv Sakaad, Maulvl Md. 

Akldur Rau Okaufdhury, Kkan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Abul Haiklm, Maulvl. 

Akul Haiain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Quaaam, Maulvl. 

AUak AN, Mr. 

Ahmad AN Enayatpuri, Khan BahaduifMaulana. 
Ahmad AN Mrldba, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Hoaain, Mr. 

Alfaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Amir AN Mia. Mauivi Md. 

Anwarul Aiim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aahiufhli, Mr. M. 

Aulad Heaaain Khan, Maulvl. 

Badrudduja, Mr. fyad. 

Birfcmjrrt, Ur Hanry, Bart. 

Biawaa, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Braakar, Mr. F. 0. 

Oaa, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Oaa, Rai lahik Kirit Bhuaan. 

Oaaa, Baku Dakaadra Natk. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranatb. 

Farahad Rasa Obawdhury, Mr. M. 

Failul Quadir, Kkan Bahadur Mauhrl. 
failur Rahman, Mr. (Oaaan). 

FaMur Rakman, Mr <MpuMMlnfli). 

Btmaa, Mr. I. A. 

Brit ttkt, Mr. C. 

Naditur, Mr. R. R. 

HaRiuddIn Ckaudkari. ManhrL 
MamMuddin Ahmad, Kkan laMB. 

Naaannattnuin, MwriU Md. 

Nailana Murtk^ Mrt. M.BlK. 


Mnlibirii, Dr. BBarat Bhandra. 

MuUicfc, trljut AMiHtaah. 
fain, Mr. Barada fraaanna. 

Ramiiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckaru Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiabarl PaN. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. NaHnakaha. 
tan, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

•an, Baku Nacandra Natk. 

8an Bupta, Mr«. NaHia. 
thamiuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 
linha, Srijut Manindra Bbnaan. 

•ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

, Tkakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

90 . 

Hawkingi, Mr. R. d. 

Haywood, Mr. Rofor*. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 

•falaluddin Ahmad. Khan Bahadur Ma 
Kabiruddin Khan. Kkan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Kannady, Mr. 1. 6. 

McBrafor, Mr. B. Q. 

Mahiuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mahatabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. daft Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Muhammad lihakua, Mauivi. 

Muhammad lirail, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Siddifua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Mullick, tha Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda Bahiry. 
Mullick, Mr. Pulln Bahary. 

Muitaiawial Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Nandy, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Sriachandra, a 
Coitimkatar. 

Naaarullah Nawabxada K. 

Naximuddin, tha Hon'Ia Khwaja Sir, K. C. I. E. 
Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, tha Hon’bla Mr. PraMnna Dab. 
Rajikuddin Tarafdar, Maulvl 
Roy. Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sakaka Alum. Mr. Syad. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Safruddin Ahmad, H|Ji. 
laNm, Mr. S. A. 

Sanaullah, AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 

•arkar, Baku Madbnaudan. 

•cotaan, Mr. Rakart 
Sarajul latam, Mr. 

•bamiuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

Shamaul Huda, Mauluna. 
tirdar, Baku LHIa Munda. 

Stavan, Mr. d. W. R. , 

Snbrawardy, tha Han'Ma Mr. 81. Bk 
Tamlxuddln Khan, tha Han alo Mr. 

Tafal Ahmad Chaudhavfb MMlai mil 
Wilkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vauanf MIm. 

Zakur Ahmad ChandBMfi MuM. 


The Ayes being: 56 and the Noes 90, the motion was lostd* 
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The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that parafrraph (A) of 
danse 121(7) be omitted, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


AMal Wants. Maalvi. 

Anal^tfl, Mr. MS. 

AtlaaSiia AkmaS. Mr. 

•aatrli. Mr. F. 

•aatrjl, Mr. tatfi Friya. 
•aatritf. Mr. tikaath. 
itAiri**. Dr. larnk OkanSra. 
•araia. Baka Frtmkari. 

Barmaa, Baku Shyama FrotaS. 
Baaa, Mr. lanteth Km mar. 
BhawaiN^ Dr. Bekiaia OkaaSra. 
Bliwaa, Mr. laraaSra Natk. 

BtM, Mr. tarat CkaaSra. 
OkattapaSkyay, Mr, NaripaSa. 
OktHSkHri, Rai MaraaSra Natk. 
Da* Qupta, Baku KkafaaPra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. OklraaSra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Harandra Natk. 
Kaiiadul Napua, Kati. 

Banfuly, Mr. Fratul Okaudra. 
Bkasa, Mr. Atul Krlikna. 

Bupta, Mr. dofatk Okandra. 

Bupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Haaaa All Okawikury, Mr. lyad. 


AYEt^T. 

daaak All Majumdar, Ma«tvi. 

Kunda. Mr. Niikitka Natk. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikaaja Bakarl. 

Maltra, Mr. luraadra Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mr*. Ntmaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ckaadra. 

Maalruaiamaa ftlamakadl, Maulaaa Md. 
Mapkul Naiaia, Mr. 

Mukkirjjaa, Mr. B. 

Mufckarji, Dr. Ikarat Okaadra. 

Mufliek, Irijat Aikutaak. 

Ramiaaddia Akmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okaru Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 
taayal. Dr. Nallaakaka. 

•aa, Mr. Atul Ckaadra. 
laa Bupta, Mr*. Nallla. 

Skakadali, Mr. 

linka. irt|ut Maniadra Bkatan. 
lur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Tkakur, Mr. Framatha Ranjan. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOE8— 07. 


AMul Alla, Mipiaaa Md. 

Akdal HaPa, Mr. Miria. 

Akdul Hal*. Mr. Mia. 

Akdal Hakim Virkrampvri, Mauivi Md. 

Akdul Hamid, Mr. A.M. 

AUul Karim, Mr. 

ANai Majid, Mr. Syad. 

Akdul Wakak Kkan, Mr. 

Akdur Rakman, Kkan Bakadur A. F. M. 
Akdur Ratkaad, Mavivi Md. 

Akdui ckakaad, Maalvi Md. 

Akul Natkim, Maalvi. 

Akui Haaain Akmad, Mr. 

Attak AH. Mr, 

Akmad Ali Mridka, Maalvi. 

Akmad l^aln, Mr. 

Alfatuddia Akmad, Kkan Bakadur Maalvi. 
AakrafoU, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hoatain Kkan, Maalvi. 

BkdnddalA. Mr. kyad. 

Biawaa, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Braakar, Mr. F. C. 

Oaa, Mr. Anukal Okandra. 

Farkad Rata Okamdkury, Mr. M. 
f«M, Qaadir. Kln« Bafckdar MmNvi. 

Fatlar Rakmaa.MIr. (Dacca). 

Faatar Rakman, Mr. (|lymantlngk). 

Bamai, Mr. t. A. 

Baraog, Mr. Damkar flngk. 

NkRtUdta DBaadiiattt MauM. 

NaaridadMa Akmad, Kfcaa lakid. 
NaaaaaivMiaa, Maalvi Md. 

Naaiaa Marakad, Mra. M.BX. 
liaMlakl,Mr.i.dv 

The Ayes being 47 and the 


Naywaad, Mr. Raftrs. 
fdrit Akmad, Mia, Maalvi. 

Kakiruddin Kkan, Kkan Bakadur Maalvi. 

Kvnnady, Mr. I. B. 

Maktakuddln Akmad, Kkan Bakadur Maalvi. 
Mandal, Mr.Jofal Okandra. 

Maniruddin Akkand, Maalvi. 

Makammad Ali, Kkan Bakadur. 

Mukammad likacua, Mauivi, 

Makammad lirall, Mauivi. 

Mukammad liddiqua, Kkan Bakadur Dr. lyad. 
Mukammad lalaiman, Kkan lakik Mauivi. 

Mullick, tka Han'kl* Mr. Mukunda Bakary. 

Mullick, Mr. Fulin Bakary. 

Nandy. tka Han’kl* Makaraja Iriicfcandra, at 
Oavsimkoxar. 

Naaaruilak, Nawokaada K. 

Nailmuddin. tka Han*kfa Kkwk)a Ur, K .0.1.1, 
Rakman, Kkan Bakadur A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tka Han'kl* Mr. Fraaanna Dak. 

Rotaur Rakman Kkan, Mr. 
takaka Alum, Mr. lyad. 

Cadaruddln Akmad, Mr. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 
tarfcar, Baku MadkaaoBoR. 
fc^aan, Mr. Ral^. 

•arajul IHam, Mr. 

Ikamaoddln Akmad Kkandfcor, Mr. 
lirdar, Baka UtU Maoda. 

•ukraarardy* tka Maa*Wa Mr. N. t. 
f amiavddia Kkan, tka Nan^ Mr. 

Talal Akmad 0|aadkark^ Maalvi Na|lv 
Watfcar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Zakar Akmad Ofcaddkary, NaoM. * 

67, the motion Waa lost. 
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The following motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick — 

that ill clause 121(7), in lines 5 and 6, the words ‘‘an}^ person 
who has taken part in the organization or management of 
the society or^’ be omitted; 

that in paragraph (a) of clause 121(7), in line 1, after the word 
“made” the words “or authorized” be inserted, and for 
the word “law” the words “the provisions of this Act” 
be substituted ; 

that in paragraph (/>) of clause 121(7), in lines 1-2, for the words 
“prescribed matters” the words “respect of any prescribed 
matter” be substituted; 

that in clause 121(7), in line 19, the words “person or” be 
omitted ; 

that in clause 121(2), in line 1, the words “person or” be 
omitted ; 

that in clause 121(7), in line 3, for the words “contrary to law” 
the words “made contrary to the provisions of this Act” 
be substituted, and for the words “reasonable time” the 
words “after affording such officer an opportunity” be 
substituted ; 

that in clause 121(2), in line 7, the words “person or” be omitted; 
and 

that in clause 121(3), in line 2, the words “person or” be omitted 
and in line 8, after the word “this” the word “Act” be 
inserted ; 

were then put and agreed to. 


Ml*. SPEAKER: There is also the short-notice amendment^ 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Mullick that in clause 121(7)(c) for the words “to 
bring” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Does the Hon’ble Minister insist 

on itP 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : Sir, I do 
not insist on that. ^ , 

The* question that clause 121, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was. put and agreed to. ' 
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Clause 122. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Dr. Sanyal, do you insist on your amendment 
No. im 


Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYAL • No, Sir, 1 do not move it because 
already the Provineial (jovernment business is finished. 


Me SPEAKER : Dr. Sanyal, as regards \our amendment No. 141 
it is not necessary. It is already provided for in the section itself, 
for instance, in clau.se where penalty is provided for in case of a 
co-operative society not taking such action as it is retjuired to take 
under that clau.se. Not taking action might consist in neglecting to 
take action or by acting contrary to the rules. 


Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL • Hut, Sir, there is this difference. 
Neglecting to act is a crime so far as omission is concerne<l but acting 
contrary is an act of commission. 


Mr. SPEAKER : Wh ere they have not acted according to the 
rules means they have neglected to take action. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL S N<», Sii, 1 liave irnduded cases 
where they have acted beyemd the rules. 


MP. SPEAKER: Well, action not taken acr-ording to the rules — is 
%it not the same thing as negleiting to act according to the rules?* 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : Where do you get that, Sir? 
There is nothing like that stated in the ilause. 


Mr. SPEAKER * Yes, in clause 12d. 

Dr. I^ALINAKEHA SANYAL : Hut clause 123, Sir, is for*enforce- 
ment. 
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Mr, SPEAKER : But where do you get the penalty for mis- 
demeanour provided? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, I am speaking of my amend- 
ment No. 141, relating to clau.se 122(h). 


Mr. SPEAKER : Oh, I am sorry. I was thinking of another 
clause. 


Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, I heg to move that after 
clause 122(6) the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(c) by neglecting to act in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act or the rules prescribed. “ 

f 

Sir, this clause relate^ to ])enalties for certain misdemeanours. It 
gives a catalogue of oit'ences t(U’ which penalties are i)rovided. I want 
to add one more item t(> this catalogue be<“ause just in line with oin 
])revious suggestions we leel lliat negligence on the part of such officeiH 
or ])ersons ol the de[)artmen< on whom there are specific dutigs im])osed 
under the Act or in accordance with the rules made thereunder ^llould 
also l)e punished. 1 do not want 1o speak at an;\ great length because 
we have already dealt with these points to quote the Hon 'hie Minister 
( 1(1 nauf^cinn. 1 do not want to cieate fuither nausea. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE ■ Sir, I would like to say a few words, 
though there is no amendment in my name. I think that there should 
be some limit to the punishment which the Itegistrar can intiict. 
Tinder the rule.s there should he ^ome limit fixed, say, Rs. l,0U0<5nd if 
it is beyond that, it should go to a court of law or some other proce- 
dure should be adopted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That must be in the rules, 
f 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE : But there is no mdication that 
there is any limit. 


Mr, <DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : 1 would suggest the words 
“not exceeding Rs. 1,000“ after the words such sum. 
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R«l HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : You will note, Sir, that 
the words ^‘prescribed under the rules” are omitted. 


The Hofi’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLtOK : Sir, as you 
hav^ been good enough to point out to my honourable friend, 
there will be certain rules. It is said in the clause “The Registrar 
subject to rules and after uflording such person an opportunity 
to heard by an order in writing direct him to pay to the assets 
of the society by way of penalt\ such sum as he may think fit”. Sir, 
so far as the main amendment is concerned, 1 can only point out to 
my htJhourable friend that if he desires to rof>e in the officers of the 
department, there is hardly any justification for it. For, whatever 
you may say as regards making any mistake in doing u lliing may be 
of one kind while omitting to do a certain thing will be absolutely of 
a different kind. While we seek to penalise persons for making 
intentional mistakes w(‘ cann<»t from that ])oint of view penalise a 
person who might have onutted ft) do something. Therefore, 1 .submit 
there is hardly any jintification for an amendment of this kitjd. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinuksha Sanyal thaf after claux' the 

following new Mib-elause be inserted, namely; — 

“(r) by neglecting to act in accordance with tlo* piovisimis ot this 
Act or the lules prefer ilu’d. ”, 

was then put and lost. 

Tlic (piestioii that clause stand part <d the liill \\ as then jmt 
and agreed to. 


('fa use 12’') 

Mr.«8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE : Sir. 1 beg to move that clause 
12o(S} be omitted. The sub-clause reads thus: “The Registrar shall 
decide whether any act was done in good faith in pursuance of the 
business of a society”. 

We have always been taught that the devil knows not even the 
thoughts of man, but here we have raised the Registrar to the position 
of a super-<fevil, if I may coin that word, 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER : Still the Court has to dec'ide, somebody has to 
do it. 

* • 

Mr. SiJTYAPRIYA BANERJEE : Sir, the Court i» one tbitg and 
the Registrar is another. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs He is the prosecutor, judge 
and what not? 


Mr, 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE ■ Sub-clause ( 1 ) says “no act of a 
co-operative society or managing committee or of any officer or liqui- 
dator done in good faith shall be deemed to be invalid by reason 

only of some defect subsequently discovered”. And this defect inay 
be the creation of the Registrar himself. I may point out to you,»«iGir, 
that a committee of management of a certain society consisting of 
members on it for more than *3 consecutive years in contravention 
of rules or of y)er8ons who are not even members tlie society have been 
allowed to function although the Registrar had been apprised of it long 
ago and his opinion sought thereon. 


Mr. SPEAKER ■ Even if it is so, it will be only on the ground 
of defect in organization or constitution. 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE ■ Itut that has been the result 
of the act of the Registrar, and lie will decide whether that is done in 
good faith or not. 


Mr, SPEAKER : So far as this is com eriied, it is a protection in 
favour of the society. 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE : It all (lopeiiils on the Registrar. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Dr. Snnynl, are you moving vour amendment 
No. 143? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL ; Sir, I was inclined not to prees 
this amendment. Since you have explained this difficulty, the Regis- 
trar in ordinary cases should come in the usual course, but as my 
friend Mr. Banerjee^ had pointed out in case the R^gislirar himself 
is a delinquent party, then if the Provimial Government is not made 
to interpret the question whether an act was done in good faith, the 
whole section 125 may be inoperative .so far as the Registrar is con- 
cerned^ After the defeat of my amendment to clause 121 re^rding 
charge and surcharge to insert the words “or the Provincial Govern- 
ment” after the word “Registrar”, I find still in view of this difficulty 
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the necessity of pressing my amendment No. 14t3 and therefore I beg 
to move that in clause 125(J), in line 2, after the word “society'^ at 
the end the following words be added, namely: — 

“and in the case of the Registrar the Provincial Government shall 
so decide”. 

• I think, Sir, there need not be any confusion alxmt this authority 
with the authority sought to be given to the Provincial Government 
u^er section 121. There, Sir, the tjuestion was al)out the officer or 
officers including tlie Registrar and I proposed there something alH)ut 
the ^alisation of charges and surcharges. Here it is a question of 
interpreting the validity of certain acts, when such acts have l)een 
done in good faith. I sujipose the Hon'ble Minister does not conceive 
of any circumstances in which the Registrar himself might be an 
offending party. In ^ub.(•lause (2) it will be noticed that no act done 
in good faith by any persun appoint»‘d under this Act sliall be invalid 
merely by reason of the fact that his appointment has been cancelled 
and so on. That surely includes the Registrar also. Therefore it is 
only fair that when sub-clause (2) contemplates Registrar as well, tliere 
must be something to complete the picture in sub-clause (.‘1) and conse- 
quently I press the amendment. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will 
have no difficulty in accepting it. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So fur as 

Mr. Banerjee’s amendment is con<*erncd 1 am sorry, Sir, that it is 
rather misconceived, for clause 125 deals with acts of societies. So far 
as that question is concerned, the Registrair or for the matter of that 
any officer of the department does not come in at all. Therefore if 
there is a question raised by any of the members as to wdiether some* 
thing was done by an official of the society in good faith or not, some- 
body has got to decide it and so far as that is concernetl, I do not 
thin? there can be any better authority than the Registrar to deidtie 
it. 

As regards the amendment of my friend. Dr. Sanyal, 1 submit, Sir, 
that it has also not been properly thought of. My reason is this. Here 
the Registrar in deciding this questi<m has got to decide the matter 
that has arisen in the administration of the society, and no direct 
action is contemplated on the part of the Regi|trar at all. 

It does not contemplate any direct art on the part of the Registrar 
aloUe, and if anything of that nature should arise, I submit, Sir, that 
clause 129 gives Government the power to review or revise the order 
of t^jpB Registrar. • 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that clause 125(<jl) be 
omitted, was then put and lost. . 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 125(5), in line 
2, after the word “society’’ at the end the following words be added, 
namely : — 

“and in the case of the Registrar the Provincial Government shall 
so decide”, 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 125 stand part of the Bill was then jpit 
and agreed to. 


Dr« NiALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I now at this stage submit 
tliat (dause 120 may Ix^ held over and that the other clauses dealt with 
to-day as far as possible? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am (juite agreeable to holding over clause 126 
to-night, but I am not (piite sure about your “as far as possible”. 
(Laughter.) 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVe liave still got some 20 minutes, 
and I think that if clause 120 is left o\er uc shall be able ])ractically 
to finish the whole of the Bill to-day. 


Mr, SPEAKER: 1 take it that you ^\ill finish the whole Bill by 
to-morrow ? 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir, I should think so. 


Clause 127. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, o^ause 127 
should be omitted. ^ 

Sir, on the last occasion the Hon’ble Minister waxed eloquent over 
what is done in England in regard to arbitration. May I draw his 
attention to what has been the law and practice in England so far as 
subxdause (a) is concern etl, vir., the registration of a co-operative 
stH'iekv or its by-laws or of an amendment of its by-laws. I would 
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refer in this connexion to section 12 of the Friendly Societies Act and 
section 7 of the Industrial and Provident Societies Act. There provi- 
sion has been made for appeal not to the Government but to the Hi^rh 
Court. From a refusal to reg-ister a society, an appeal lies to (a) if 
the central office refuse, to the Hi^rh Court; (6) if the Assistant Regis- 
trar ^or Scotland refuses, fiist to the Chief Begfistrur, and if he refuses, 
to the Court of Sessions in Scotland. 

hoped, Sir, that when the Hon’ble Minister referred to the 
prfNitice and laws in En^dand yesteiday, he would accept what is done 
in England so far as (fi) is cnm erned. (Dr. Naijnaksha Santal : 
Where it suits him he quotes the S<*riptures Yes, that is unfortuna^cdy 
too t^e. 

As regards the other clauses, Sir, they are self-evident. T IcMive 
it to tile good sense of the Hun’lde Minister in which, I ho]M‘. he is 
certainly not lacking, and I trust he will kindly see his way to acecj)t 
the anieudinent. 


The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLtCK: Sir, I would 
first of all move amendments Nos. 17T and ITS whieli stand in my 
name. 

• 

I heg to move th.it in suh-cluuse (/) of elanse 127, in line 1, the 
words “is expressly” lu* omitteil. 

I also heg to move that in Mib-<lause (.3) of (lause 127, line d, foi 
the word “tor” the word “on” he suhstitutod. 

Sir, so lar as my tiiend’s amendments are concerned my objection 
to them is that in such matters it will be im[)osslble to allow' civil 
courts to intervene. 

Sir, I have known of cases where in regard to the administration 
of a Bigh English School there was no provision made for exc luding 
the civil court and matters had to he brought before the civil court 
where the Calcutta University was mentioned and the University had 
to depute an advocate to defend the suit in which it had no interest 
at all. It was in regard to the constitution of the Managing ('ommit- 
tee. I liave known of another iiintance where a society w as constituted 
under the C^^^^^fable Societies Act of 1800 and where its finances came 
from monthly «iib.Hcription8 ranging from 4 annal to 8 annas. In this 
case the matter in dispute is now p<*nding before a civil court. These 
example.s only indicate that before you can function at all the civil 
court has to adjudicate on matters for months and months lK*fore it is 
able tft pronounce its judgment. 

Sir, I* oppose both the amendments. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: There is really no amendment. Amendment 
No. 140 of Mr. Banerjee is a negative amendment. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Beharj" Mullick — 

that in snb-elause (1) of clause 127, in line 1, the words “is 
expressly” be omitted and 

that in sub-clause (3) of clause 127, line 3, for the word “for” the 
word “on” be substituted, ^ 

were then put and agreed to. 

♦he question that (dau.se 127, as amended, stand part of th^ Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 128. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I beg to 
move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 128, in line 1, for the words “in 
so far as is ex]>reHsly” the word “as” W substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to 

The question that clause 128, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 129. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I beg 
to move that in pajagrph (h) of sub-clause (2) of clause 129, line 2, 
afler the word “inspection” the words “held or made under this Act” 
be inserted. 

I also beg to move that in sub-clause (/) of clause 129, in line 2, 
after the woikI “insj)ection” the words “held or made under this \ct” 
be inserted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that (dauge 129, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 130. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that in clause' 130, line 4, for the words “or any other^'-enact- 
ment” \he words “Act or any other law for the time being in force” 
be sj-ibstituted. 
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The *m6tion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 130, as amended, staml part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 13L 

4)r. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I formally move my amend- 
ment, namely, that in clause 131 (J), in line 2, after the word “Kegis- 
trjS*’ at the end the words “or of the Provincial Government” he 
added. 

this amendment is just in the same strain as my jircvious 
amendment. I want to add “Provincial Government” in addition to 
“Registrar”, so that in the event of the Hegistrar going wrong tlie 
Provincial Government might take suitahle steps. 

The motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Sunyul that in clause 131(*?), in 
line 2, after the word “Registrar” at the end the wor<ls “m* of the 
Provincial Government” W added, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 131 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clauses 132 and 133. 

The question that clauses 132 and ^33 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


New clause 133A. 

Mr, 8ATYAPRIYA BANERilEE; Sir, I beg to move that after 
clause 133 the following be inserted, namely: — 

“T 33 A. Where under the provisions of this Act notice is required 
to be given to any person in writing, it shall be sufficient to 
send such notice by registered post.” 

Sir, this is simply a matter of procedure, and I think the Act will 
not be complete if this provision is not incorporated into it. 


TIm Hoii’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 think 
my honourable friend is labouring under some misapprehension for 
the methods of service are to be prescribed undpr the rules. Whether 
it wilf be by registered jwst or otherwise will be settled later oj under 
the rules.* 
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THe motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that after danse 133 the 
following be inserted, namely : — 

“133A. Where under the provisions of this Act notice is required 
to be given to any person in writing, it shall be sufficient to 
send such notice by registered post”, 

was then put and lost. 


Clause 134. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, I think you need not press your 
amendment No. 149. 


Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, let us do one thing. (Laughter.) 
I am ])repared to help in the quick disposal of business if that is 
generally desired. The Hon’ble Minister lias proposed a number of 
amendments to tlie various sub-clauses of clause 184 and some of them 
are more or less of a formal character. I would iet[iiest (he HonTde 
^fiuisU'r kindly to explain which of them are vital, so that we may 
know wliat important changes are going to be effected. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Every amendment in the rules must be consequen- 
tial to the Act. 


Dr, NALINAKSHA SfANYAL: Quite so. That is what we want 
to know. We have already waited too long. If the Hon’ble Minister 
gives us an idea of those amendments now, probably that will relieve 
us to some extent bo far as to-morrow’’s discussions are concern|‘d. 


Mr, SPEAKER: I am quite certain that the Hon’ble Minister will 
not be able to do bo to-day. (Laughter.) 


Dr. NALINAKSKa SANYAL: In that case let vs adjourn till 
to-morrow. 

There are two alternative provisions which have been put forward 
by us, namely, that the rules j^ay be approved by the House a^ it is * 
or by a Committee of both the Houses of Legislature. This is a. 
matter ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, 1 takt* w that we will be able to 
finish to-niorrow. 


Adjournment. 


» It being: 7-52 p.in. — 

^The House was adjouniefl till 4-45 ji.iii. on Thursday, the h'^t 
Augfust, 1940, at the As.^enihly Hou.se. ('aleuttn. 
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(Amendment) Bill, 1939: p. 301. 


m 

civil Court In Caloutta 

Establishment of a City — ; (Q.) p. 
332. 

Committee of Petitions 

(foiiipositioii of the — : p. 276. 

Communal ratio 

In tlie clerical i^tablishment ut Bukar- 
gam (hvil ('oiirls ((^.) p. HO. 

In lln* PorcHt, Ib'partiiuMit : iQ.) p, 
141. 

Of clerks in certain Goveniimuit offices 
under ( ’<)inniumeatio?i.s and Works 
Depart meiit ; (Q.) p. 3S4. 

Conduct 

Oi Polii'i* Superinti’iidenl oi Bakar- 
gaiij . (0.) p. 37H. 

Construction of water-works In dhalakati 

Municipality: (0 ) p h5. 

Criminal Courts 

PriK’esh-, servers ol - : ((^,) p ,3H3. 

Cultivation of bstd In Btngah (Q.) 

p. 14 

Cultivators of Batkhira subdivision 

Agricultural loan to — : (Q ) p. 327. 

Das Qupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

iVafuila Kumar 1'riputhi, a detenu 
under the Deferico ol India Act: 
(Q.) p. 137. 

Oas Gupta, Brilut Narendra Nath 

Bengal AgrieuUural Debtors (Second 
Aineridment) Bill, 1940; p. 222. 

(’onduct of Polic<* Superint*?ndent of 
Bakarganj : ((,),) p. 378, 

Das, Mr^ Anukul Chandra 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937:^ pp. ;i02-:i04. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan 

GrievanrcH of the area eojiyiste epiplpy- 
ed in tbo Jute Regi.stration Depart- 
ment; (Q.) p. 73. 
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Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1940: p. 220. 

Bengal C^o-operative Societies Bill, 
19138: pp. 63, 170, 426, 429, 432, 433, 
465. 

Mt^asuren against annual breaches in 
Gumti embankment in Tippera dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 8. 

Use of the Gumti embankment as a 
public thoroughiaro : (Q.) p, 9. 

Delay in payment 

Of grant-in-ai(l to educational insti- 
tuhons: (Q.) p. 

Debt Settlement Board, Naratl police- 
station 

Allegations against the— . (Q.) p. 

277. 

Deputy Jailors 

lU'cruitinent of—: (Q.) p. 438. 

Dinajpur District Magistrate's orders 

Regarding grant of bail to iierson^^ 
arresUid under th<‘ Defence of India 
Rules: (Q.) p. 24. 

Disafforestation 

Of certain areas in Sundarbans and 
(^iiUagong: (Q.) p. 197. 

Election of Jhargram Local Board: (Q ) 

p. 76. 

Employment Adviser 

To the Government of Bengal • (O ) 
p. 267. ■ ^ 

Entry int» the Assembly Building: p. 

386. 

Establishment 

Of a City Civil Court in Calcutta* 
(Q.) p. 332. ^ 

Of M University of Islamic Learninir- 
' (Q.) P. 81. 

Extension 

(furaif Free Primary Act, 
WoO, to municipal areas; (Q.) p. 


Expenditure for the Revenue Commis- 
sion: ((^.> p. 274. 

Extemment order 

On Srijut Satyendra Nath Roy ol 
Thakurgaon : (Q.) p. 25. 

False representation 

Of members of non-scbeduled cas^s to 
secure Government service . (Q.) p. 

26. 

Fatikohari polioe-station 

Arson cases in—, Chittngomr-- (Q.) 
p. 442. 

Faziul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K.^ 

Appointment ol nior<^ .scheduled caste 
'•jindidate.s in the Ali.sanullah ScIkhiI 
of Engineering at Dacca: p. 444. 

Di'lay in payment of grant-in-aid to 
educational in.>.titution.s : (Q.) pp. 

318-319. 

E^l ablislunent ol a University of 
Isiaiiiic Learning (Q ) p. 82. 

I'Alension of Bengal (Rural) Free 
Bnmar.v Act, 19‘1(), to municipal 
an'as. p. 38-1. 

I' illing up ol vacancies in Sub-Kegistry 
Offices at Dinajpur: (Q ) p 194. 

(jo\ nment grants to non-Government 
secondary scliools for girls during 
1939-10. (Q.) p. 383. 

(jHints to non-Government girls’ 
.s<‘hi)()ls during 1939-40: (Q.) p. 198. 

ITard.'-hip caused by tho imposition of 
the education cess on landlords and 
tenants: ((^.) p. 29. 

1 ntrcHluction of compulsory free 
primary ^education in the district of 
Khulna ; (Q.) p. 72. 

Inspectress of Schools for Dacca 
Circle: (Q.) p. 437. 

Publication of remarks passed by the 
Text-Book Committee:^ (Q.) p. 372. 
Rules governing awkrd of granta-in- 
aid to High English Schools: (Q.) 
pp. 261-264. 

Statement regarding the ^Holwell . 
Monument: p. 86. " 

Want of waiting-sheds at /Suri K«gi&- 

. //S \ - 1-1 
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FmIuI ^uadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

InspectresN ot Schools for J)act'a Circle: 

(Q.) p. 4.'}7. 

Provision* for the tem hing ot “Diniyat” 
in Hocoiulary schools: (Q.) p. 88. 

Fazlur Rahman 

^ransf(‘r ol Mr. — of the Benjjal (’ivil 
. ^ ServKN* from Malda . (Q ) p. .875. 

Flllinf up of vacancies 

ln*^ijl)-He^ist r\ Oflici's al Dtnajpur 

HI) p. lf)8. 

Flood regulator 

At Lakra on tli<’ Damodai, Itunluaii 
(Q ) p. 7. 

Free quarters 

Tor the .Sulnii\ isioiial .Metlic.il ()tfic<*rK 
{Q ) p Sd. 

Qaniuly, Mr. Pratui Chandra 

( 'oii-'t ruchoii ol u :iter-u orks in Jhula- 
kati Municipality tQ ) ji K‘>. 

Giatuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Adji.urnnient Motion. |» 312. 

Gbvomment grants 

To non-Co\ «<i nnient ‘s<'condar\ .sthools 
for giri.s diiriiif; JhdJMO. (Q.j p. 8^2 

# 

Gomes, Mr. 8. A. 

Establishment of a Ci% Civil Court in 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 882 

Qrant-ln-aid to educational institutions 

Delay inpayment ot — <Q ) P 81 H. 

Qrants-ln-aid f» High English Schools 

Rules governing award of—- (Q.) p. 
260. 

Qrana 

To nongovernment girls’ .sehools during 

1939-40: (Q.) p. 197. 


Qrlovanooa 

Of the area copyists employoci in tho 
Jute Registration Dtipartiuent : 
(QA p. 7,8. 

Gumti ombankmont In TIppora dtatrlott 

(Q.) p. 7. 

Gurung, Mr. Oambor Singh 

('onimunal ratio of clerks m eeriaiit 
(Jo\ eriHinMit oflices nndi’r Coinmuni- 
catioiis and Works Ih^parlimuit : 
tQ 1 p. 881. 

HabibuMah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Dacca 

Aholition ot local hoards in Jcssort' dis- 
trict. (0.) p J.87 

Appointimmt ol an .Vssistiint JOngiiieor: 
(Q ) p. h5. 

C<uist nicl loll ot uatcr-works in Jhala- 
kati Municipality (Q.) ji. H5. 

Election of ./li.iigiain lan-al Hoard. 
(Q.t p 7(>. 

I* fiH' tpiuricrs (or (he SulHliviHional 

MiMlint' Officers (t^,) p. k4. 

Malda District Hoard Election: (Q.) 
p. 77. 

Mi-ilica! certificate grantcil hy Mnhn- 
inoiiopadliyas and Sliifu-ul-Muik : 
tQ.i p 820. 

Hc'c:a<)i into 1 )h‘ indigenouH drugs of 
I ml 111 . (Q.) pp. 821-820. 

Hardship 

CaiiHC'd hy llic imp*)Mlu>n of the (Nluea- 
iion cems on landlords and tenant*: 
<D.i p. 28. 

Hasanuzzaman, Maulvl Md. 

(iran X U) rum-Ctovernineni girls’ 
v-hools during ]989-4f) (Q.) p. 1^7. 

Hashem AH Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

• 

Government grants to, non -Government 
secondary sohords for girls ’during 
1939-40: (Q.) p. 883, * ^ 
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Holwtfi MMiument 

Statement by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister regarding the — ; p. 86. 

improvemMit of Tangafl-Karatia Road: 

m p. 381. 

Inoroasod prioo of quinhio: (Q.) p. 812. 

Indigenous drugs of India 

lleHearch into the — : (Q.) p. 321. 

Inspectress of Schools for Dacca Circle: 

(Q.) p. 437. 

Introduction 

Of compulsory free primary education 
in ilie district of Khulna ; (Q.) p. 

72. 

Interview 

With prisoners in Aliporo Central Jail 
convictod under the Defence of India 
Act: (Q.) p. 26. 

Jails 

Arrangement for prayers for Muslim 
prisoners and under-trial prisoners 
ill-: (0.) p. 316. 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 

Maulvl 

Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill 
1939 : pp. 357-359. 

Jaiaiuddin Hashemy, Mr. 8yed 

Acute distress in Satkhira subdivision : 
(Q.) p. 264. 

Adjournment Motion : pp. 59, 88, 105. 

Agricultural loaa to cultivators of Sat- 
khira subdivision : (Q.) p. 327. 

Supply of ooins in exchang^ of ten- 
rupt>e and five-rupee notes; (Q.) p. 

'' 374. 

4y«ty BhuMW iMMrjM’t Mtat* in 

Chittagong 

f 

Reduction of rent to tenants of — : 
(Or) p. m 


Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 
1938: p. 56. 

Khaksar movement 

In and around Calcutta: (Q.) p.*195. 

Kishan organisations in Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 17. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra * 

Malda District Board KU'ction . (Q.) 

p. 77. 

Transfer of Mr. Fazlur Rahmati of the 
Bengal Civil S<‘rvice from Malda: 
(Q.) P. 375. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Appointment of an Assistant Engineer: 
(Q.i p. H5. 

Bengal Co-o|K*rati\c ,<oeiet]<‘s Bill, 
1939- p. 471. 

Dinajpur District Magistrate’s orders 
regarding grant of hail to persons 
arrested under Defence of India 
Rules: (Q) p. 24 

Kxterninent order on Snjiit Satyendra 
\ath Roy ot Tliakurgaon . (Q.) p. 

25. 

Filling up ot vacancies in Sub-Registry 
Offices at Dinajpur (Q.) p. 193. 
Kislian organisations in Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 17. 

Lease 

Of non-arable r.har lands to tenants; 
(Q.) p. 20. *■ 

Lohajang river in Tangail 

Silting up of — ; (Q.) p. il31. 

Malti, Mr. Nikunja Behari 

Staff of the CoUectorate of Midnapore 
district and of its subdivk.ions ; (Q.) 

p. 1. c 

Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan 

Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937 : pp. 304-306. ^ 

Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939 y- pp. 280, 
281, 282, 283. 



INDEX. 


VoL. LVII— No. 2.1 
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Flootl regulator at Lukra on the 
Daniodnr, Burihvan . (Q.) p. 7. 

Maldt District Board Election: (Q.) p. 
77. 

• 

Mai^i, Mr. Amrita Lai 

Ser\ ICO '^atio in MymtMi.smgli Collw- 
^torato, (Q.)*“p. 267. 

. felting up of Lohajang river in 
Taogail ; (Q ) P* 

Mandal, Mr. Jogondra Nath 

(dnmninal ratio in tlio olorionl estab- 
lisliiiient ol Itnkarganj t'lvil (’ourts. 
(Q.) p, 80. 

Maniruzzaman islamabadi, Maulana Md. 

rAori in the ri\<T Sang(H) and offeots 
thoriHif. (Q.) p. 144. 

Delay in payment of grant -iii-aid to 


educational 

institntums (Q.) p. 

.31S. 



Istablishment 

of 1 ' 

1 lTinv<'rMty <»l 

Islamip Learning; 

<Q.) I>. Hi. 


Lea .''0 of non-arablo rftar lands to 
tenants; (Q ) p. 20 


Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

(iumti emlianknnmt in TipjMTa district; 
(Q ) p. 7, 

Masud All Khan Panni, AhHadJ Mauivi 

(’attle mortality in Tangail (Q-) p. 

210 . 

Jmpnnenient ijI Tangail-Kuratia Road; 

(Q.) p. :iHl. 

Measures 

Against annual breaches in Guniti 
embankment in TipfK'ra district: 

IQ ) % H. 

% 

Medical certlflcate 

Granted by Mabatnahopadhyas and 
Shifa-uI-Mulk ; (Q.) p. 31P. 

/ 

Method of applying Dofenoe of India 
Ridtst^CQ.) p. 207. 


yii 

Mahammid lortill, Miitlvl 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: pp. 297, 
298..'I01. 

Kxpenditure for the Revenue Commis- 
sion; (Q.) p. 274. 

Mookerjee, Dr. Byamaprasad 

Adjournment Motion; p. 120. 

Morgan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

Bengal Agruniltural Ik’btors (Second 
Amendnientl Bill, 1940. p. 21H, 

Moslem All Mollah, Maulvl M. 

Admission ol students into Gov«‘rnnient 
V(*U'nnary ('ollege, ('aicutto; (Q.) 
p. 2t}9. 

Recruitment of l)»‘puty Jailors: (Q.) 
p. 4:i8. 

Moequito curtains for prisoners i ((^.) p. 

11 . 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvl 

liicrcawd pric<‘ ol quinine: (Q.) p. 

.• 112 . 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Adjournment Motion : p. 109. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra 

Want of a ait ing-shedn at Sun llegis- 
tration Office. (Q.) ji. 10. 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukufida 

Behary 

AllegatioiiM against Debt S<»ttleinent 
Board, Narail police-station; (Q.) 
p. 277. 

Bengal Agricultural Debtora (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1940: p. 226. 

Iboigal (’o-operative SoeietiiN Bill, 
19.18. j»p, 46, 63, 67, OH, 09, 91, 
fK5, 97, W, 103, 104, 146, 149, 16f), 
162 166, 1.60, 169, 102, 171-72, 1H2, 
2121 227-29, 235, m, 241, 244-46, 
249 V 26 I, :m, :m, m, :m, 338, 
;L'19, .30.6-368, WO-.'IOO, J496, 396, m, 
400, 401, 402, 406, 4(f7, 40H, 409, 412, 
413, 414, 416, 418, 419. 420,* 421, 
4jfe, 424 , 426, 428, 433, 434, m, 436, 
447, 448, 46fM57, 4l>9, 461, 466, 477, 
478479, 480, &7, 489, 491, 4^, 498. 



INDEX. [VoL. LVII—No. 2. 


Musharruff Hoftaain, the Hon^bia Nawab, 

Khan Bahadur 

BoiiKal .MarriuKti Dowry Prevention 
Bill, 19;W . pp. 294-296. 

Communal ratio m the clerical estah' 

, hshmenl ol Bukurganj Civil ('ourt> 

(Q.) p. Bl. 

Establihhment ol a (bty Civii Court 
(lalcutta: (Q.) P- 8^2. 

Mymensingh Collectorate 

Service ratio in — : (Q.) P- 267. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ris> 
Chandra, of Cossimbazar 

Atharabunka river in Khulna (Q.) 
p. 21. 

aharif Ml ilio riv<*r Saiigoo and effects 
llicivol: (Q.) p. 144. 

(!onimunal ratio ol clerks iii c<*rtain 
Covernmeiit offices and of Communi- 
cations and Works Department 
(Q.) p. dHf). 

FIoikI regulator at J^akra on the 
Damodar, Uurd\san: (Q ) p. 7. 

Improvement of 'rangail-Karatia Road: 
(i).) p. ;i8i. 

Measures against annual breaches in 
(Juniti embankment in Tippera dis- 
trict; (Q.) p. H. 

protection ol tlu' bank ol river Dharla 
at Kungram ; {i. 441. 

Silting up ol Lolinjaiig river in 
Tungail; (Q.) pp. 26. adl. 

Use of the (lumti ombiuikment as a 
public thoroughtare : {Q.) p. 10. 

Nasaruitth, Ngwabzada K. 

JX^ugal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 304. 

Nausher All, Mr. c^yed 

Adjournment Motion: p. 116. 


Nazimuddin, the Hon’bie Khw^Ja Sir, 

K.C.I.E. 

Accommodation in the Manikganj Sub- 
Jail, Dacca: (Q.) p. 141. 

Adjournment Motion : pp. 88, 133. , 

Arrangement for prayers for Mu^im 
prisoners and under-tnal prisoners m 
jails: (Q.) p. 317.. 0^ 

Arson cases in Fatikchari police; 
station, (3iittagong: (Q.) p. iVf. 

Attempt to rouse discontent among 
emjiloyee.s of the Oriental ,Gas 
Works. (Q.) p. 14. 

Conduct of Police Superintendent ot 
Bakarganj ; p. 378. 

Diiiujpur District Magistrate's orders 
regarding grant ol bail to persons 
arre.sted under the Detence of India 
Rules- (Q.) p. 24. 

Fxteniment order on Srijut Satyendra 
Nath Boy ol 4'bakurgaon : (Q.) p, 

25. 

False representation of inemb<‘rs ol 
non-sclieduleHl castes to secure Gov- 
ernment service. (Q.) p. 26. 

Inh'rview with prisoners in Alipore 
fUmtral Jail coin icled under the 
Defence of India Act. (Q.) p. 27. 

Kiiaksar movement in and around 
Calcutta . (Q.) p 195. 

Kishaii organisations in Bengal : (Q.) 

p. 17. 

MelluKl of applying Defenct* of India 
Buies: (Q.) p. 208. 

Mosquito curtains tor prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 11. 

Prafulla Kumar Tripathi, a detenu 
under the Defema^ of India A<’t : 
(Q.) p. 138. 

Promotion of competent graduate 
clerks to the ca»lre ol Sub-Deputy 
Collector; (Q.) p. 318. 

u 

Recruitment of Deputy Jailors; (Q.) 
p. 438. 

Theft ca.se in the Bag-.Srirainpore poet 
office in Narail police-station; (Q.) 
p. 310. 

Tran.sfer of Mr, Fazlur Rahman of the 
Bengal Civil Service from pMalda ; 
p. 376. 
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Supply of coins in exchange of tan- 
rupee an6 five-rupee — ; (Q.) p. 374. 

of Information 

Re*garding the placing of Questions: 
p 279N 

sm 

Point of order 

% 

Regarding spoal^i^i^^Kioe hy a member 
on a motion : 

Regarding termination of debate on 
an Adjournment Motion ; p. 133/ 

Point of privilege 

Regarding the holding back of questions 
in the absence of the honourable 
member, the questioner: p. 280. 

Polioo Suporintondont 

('oncluct ol— ot Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 

;i7s. 

Praphulia Kumar TripathI 

A detenu under the Defence of India 
Act. (Q.) p. 137 

Primary education 

I'Atensioii of (Rural) Free 

z'* I’riniary Act, ISSWC to 
areas; (Q.) p. -‘184. 

Prayoia for Muslim prlsonon and under- 
trial prisoners In Jails 

Arrangement for — . (Q.) p. 316. 

Proesos-sorvors of Criminal Courts t <Q.) 

p. 383. 

Promotloffr 

Of ooinpetenk graduate clerks to the 
cadre of Sub-Deputy Collector : <Q.) 

• p. 318. 

Prot^ion 

the bank of river Dharla at Kuri- 
gram*\ (Q.i p. 441. 


Provision for the toaoiiiiii of ‘^Dimyat** 
in sooondary oofioolts (Q.) p. 83. 

Publioatlon of romarkt patood by the 
Text-Book Committooi (Q.) p. 872. 

Quinino 

# 

Increased price of — : (Q.) p. 312. 

w 

Ralkut, the Hontpto Mr. Praianm D0 

; Cqmmunal ratio in the Forest Deparb> 
ment : (Q.) p. 142. 

Disafforestation of certain areas in 
Sundarbans and Chittagong: 
p. 197. 

Roorultmont of Deputy Jailors t <Q.) p. 

438. 

Reduction of rent 

Agitation by Maghsdia Krishak Samiti 
for—: (Q.) p. 446. 

To tenants of Jyoty Dhusan Bancrjee't 
estati’ in Ch(ttf||ong; (Q.) p. H7S. 

Risearoh Into Indigenous drugs of Indlat 

(Q.) p 321. 

Rotervatlon of particular dates for parth 
cular Mlnlitors for answering queotlonoi 

p. 448. 

Rtvsnuo Commission 

F\|K*nditiirc for ibe— (Q.) p. 274. 

Rlvor 

Protection of the bank of — Dharla at 
Kiirigram . (Q.) p. 441. 

Rtvor Lohajang In Tangail 

Silting up of—: (Q.) p, 331. 

Road 

liiiprovemont of.* Tangail-Karatia-\ 

* (Q.)p. 381. - 

Roy, Ijr. Ctwru Ctiandra 

Silting up of Lohdjang river in 
Tangailf 831. , 
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Roy, Jlr. Dluuiaiijoy 

Appointment of more sobedt^^ caste 
candidates in the Absanullah School 
of EngineerinjR at Dacca: (Q4 P- 
443. 

False representation ot inembers of 
non-8c)iediiled castes to secure Gov- 
ernment service: tQ-) P- 

Process-serv'ers ot Oimmal dburts : 
(Q.) p. m. . 


Roy, Mr. Patlram 

Cultivation of betel in Bengal; (^.) 

P* 

Roy, tfio Hon'blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh 

Acute distress in Satklura subdivision: 
(Q.) P. 264. 

Agitation by Magbadia Krtehuk Samiti 
for reduction of rents; {Q.} p. 443. 
Agricultural loan advanced and 
realised in Jessori': (Q.) pp. 259-26t) 
Agricutural loan to cultivators of 8at- 
kbira subdivision : (Q.) p. 327. 

Bengal CUmrt of Wards (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937; pp. 30B.307. 

Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: pp. 281, 
282, 283, 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 286, 288, 289, 291, 292. 

Cattle mortality in Tangail : (Q.) p. 

211 . 

Expenditure for the Revenue ( omnus- 
sion : <Q.) p. 274. 

Increased price of quinine. (Q.) p. 
313. 

Lease of non-arable c/air lands to 
tenants: (Q.) p. 20. 

Proce.ss-servers of Criminal Courts: 
(Q.) p. m. 

Reduction of rent to tenants of Jyoty 
Bhusan Banerjee’s estate ip 'Chitta- 
gong ; p. ST3. 

Sbrvic© ratio in Myrnenaingh Cdlec- 
torate : p. 267. 

Staff of tlie Colleetorate of Midrapore 
district and c* its subdivisiona: (Q.) 

p. 1. 


RulM 

Governing award of granta-m-aid to 
High English Schools: (Q.) p. 260. 

Site of Jutf 

At a price lower than that fixed by 
Jute Ordinance in certa/n places of 
Jessore district; I'Q.) p. 21. ’ 

StiMullah, Dr. 

Arson cases in Fatikehari polioe- 

■ station, Chittagong : (Q.) p. 442. 

Disafforestation ot certain areas in 
Sundarbans and Chittagong; (Q.) 
p. 197. 

Promotion of competent graduate clerks 
to the cadre of Sub- Deputy Collec- 
tor (Q.) p. .318. 

Sanyal, Dr. Naiinakaha 

Btmgal ('o-operative Societies Bill, 
1938. pp. ;U, 93, 98. 99, 101-2, 149, 
130, l.'a, IM, 161, 167, 174, 190, 
228-29, 230-33, 237 , 243, 248, 260, 
261, 254-.56, m, 336, 337, 344-348, 
.3r)0-355, 387, 389, m, 397, ;398, 399, 
4(K), 4a3, 404, 411, 412, 413, 414, 
417 , 419 , 420 , 422 , 428 , 434, 464-466, 
467, 476-477, 480, 485, 486, 494. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
19.37. p. 289. 

Employment Adviser to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal : (Q.) p. 267. 

Entry into thi- Assembly Building; 
p. ':m. 

Point ol Order regarding termination 
of debate on an Adjournment Motion: 
p. K«. 

Sanyal, Mr. Satanka Stkhar 

Bengal Co-operative SocietiM Bill, 
1938: pp. 360-363. 


Satkhira luMivltlon 

Acute distress in — : (Q.) p. '364. 
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